From Sparre to the De La Rue
through the essay and the proofs

by Giuseppe Cirneco

When the contract with Francesco Matraire, the sole supplier of
stamps to the Kingdom of Sardinia, approached the expiration, the
Italian Government signed a contract for postage stamps with the
Swedish Count Ambjérn Sparre.

But the reports from London by Costantino Perazzi about the quality
of the production of the De La Rue firm, the rumors about the
reliability of Sparre and his inability to respect the schedule of
production, led to the negotiation of a contract with De La Rue for
the supply of postage stamps.

The urgent need of a stamp for the new rate for internal letters,
reduced from 20 to 15 centesimi in new postal law of May 5th 1862,
brought to a supplementary order to Francesco Matraire although his
contract had expired. The new stamp was printed by lithography.

A particular feature of the stamps produced by De La Rue for the
Italian Government was introduced on request of Perazzi: a security
underprint in colorless ink that prevented the copying of the stamps
by anastatic methods.

In the exhibit it also shown the use of specimen De La Rue stamps
for the testing of the new cancellers that were to be introduced for
standardizing the variety of cancellers then in use.

The exhibit ends with the proofs and essays prepared by other
printers in the hope to be selected as suppliers of stamps and seals
for the Government.

Plan of the exhibit
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Count Ambjorn Sparre

For the production of stamps for Italy he made a partnership with
Giuseppe Pellas, a lithographer from Genoa. Before his contract
was severed he had prepared a number of dies, from which proofs
were produced
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Francesco Matraire

supplier of postage stamps to the Kingdom of Sardinia since

1850. His contract was still standing at the proclamation of the
Kingdom of Italy and was to expire in September 1862 but was
extended for the printing of provisional revenue stamps and of 15
centesimi postage stamps, needed on the 1st of January 1863,
when the reduced letter rate become effective.
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De La Rue

“My company commits itself to produce stamps with the
same format of the British ones, with the king portrait or any
other approved image, with the same British stamps quality,
at the price of 9 pence per thousand items. "

The stamps were printed on watermarked paper initially produced
by the Turkey Mills in Maidstone and later by Fratelli Avondo in
Serravalle Sesia. The watermark, made by Smith & Brewer,
consisted in four groups of 100 crowns each with inscriprions along
the four sides.
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To avoid fraudulent reproduction of the stamps by anastatic
processes, security underprint was adopted and consisted in a grid
of wavy lines and small rhombs, engraved by a Rose engine,
printed with a clear varnish.
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Proof in black of an unadopted pattern
of the security underprint on plain
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Perforated proof in black of the
adopted pattern of the security
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De La Rue

Die proof, of the 15-cent stamp, prepared in London by De La
Rue on 25 April 1863.
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Imperforated sheets of stamps were used for the production of
the specimens, except for the 2 lire for which completely
finished sheets were used. On the specimens page anyway the
2 lire stamps have almost always the perforations cut off.
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