Letter 1o J. Rossler-Orovsky in Prague franked with one 10-heller and a 20-heller stamps with the handstamp “POSTA
SKAUTL Praha 1918.” dated “21/X11"(by hand) and the lincar handstamp “Dopis od skauta ......(signed) Strettiho /

prevesl ... Ry " (Rossler-Oroveky's initials)

This exhibit ( 16 pages ) refers to the auxiliary Scout Post Service that was created in Prague to

asgist the National Committee during the first days of the Independence of the Crechoslovak
Republic. The Scout Delivery Service was revived on Dec. 21 when Prague welcomed the

Republic’s first President Thomas G. Masaryk.

It is divided in fifth main parts:

Introduction
T.G. Masaryk
J. Rossler-Orovski
Prague scout post : T/XI-25/XI 1918

Prijezd presidenta Masaryka : 21/XI1I/1918
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m Prijezd presidenta Masaryka

T.G. Masaryk

TomiE Garrigne Masarvk sometimes called Thomas
Masaryk, (7 March 1850 — 14 September 1937) was an Austro-

Hungarian and Cxechoslovak politician, sociologist and |
philosopher, who as an eager advocate of Czechoslovak s
independence during World War 1, became the founder and first o i
President of Czechoslovakia, also was Moravian patriot. He s

became Professor of Slavic Research at King's College in e
London lecturing on "The problem of small nations”.

During the war, Masaryk's intelligence network of Czech revolutionaries provided important and
critical intelligence to the Allies. Masaryk’s European network worked with an American
counterespionage network of nearly 80 members. In 1916, Masaryk went to France to convinee the
French government of the necessity of disintegrating Austria-Hungary; after the February Revolution
in 1917 he proceeded to Russia to help organize Slavic resistance to the Austrians, so-called
Czechoslovak Legions.

In 1918 he traveled to the United States, where he convinced President Woodrow Wilson of the
rightness of his cause. Speaking on 26 October 1918 from the steps of Independence Hall in
Philadelphia as head of the Mid-European Union, Masaryk called for the independence of the
Czechoslovaks and other oppressed peoples of Central Europe. He had strong personal links with
the U.S. since 1878 through his marriage with an American citizen Charlotte Garrigue and
friendship with Charles Crane a Chicago industrialist, thanks to him, Masaryk was invited to the
University of Chicago and introduced into highest political circles, including to Woodrow Wilson.
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Prijezd presidenta Masaryka

T.G. Masaryk
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Post-card of the Austrian Empire franked with a 20 haleru overprinted red stamp to hide the
image of the Kaiserliche Koningliche Osterreichische Post Emperor,



Prijezd presidenta Masaryka

J. Rossler-Orovski

1

Josef Rissler-Ofovsky (1889 — 1933), had always enjoyed physical activity
since he was a boy. He was a member of the rowing ¢lub BLESK (founded in
1876) and the first to win a championship title for his club. He wanted others
1o take part in sports as well, and personally helped to give young people of
the time the opportunity to practise sports, It was in France and in England
where he was sent to work in a pharmaceuticals factory, then he spent more
time than ever around water, and especially the sea. In the Czech lands, he
sel up canoeing, water touring, water scouting and other sporis activities.
Testament 1o his organisational skills is that he established the first Czech
lawn tennis club, the first in the Austro-Hungarian empire, and just four
vears later, registered this club with the International tennis centre (FILT) in London. He was a keen
and proficient player of tennis, football and hockey, as well as being a first-rate swordsman. In order
1o promote skiing, he set about organising an improvised race on Wenceslas Square, and in 1897, he
helped to set up the first skiing races at Jilemnice. He had already brought his first skis from Norway
and was involve din the domestic production of racing skis,
He enjoyed competitive rowing and speedskating; he acted as referee in the first football match
between traditional rivals Sparta and Slavia,
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Rissler-Otovsky died 17.1.1933 and was buried at Vy3chrad.

Riissler-Ofovsky genuine signature dated 3/X1/1918,
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Prijezd presidenta Masaryka

Prague scout post : 7/XI-25/X1 1918

-Organization

During the first days of Independence of the Czechoslovak Republic (at the evening of 28th
October 1918) an auxiliary Scout Post Service was created in Prague to assist the National
Committee. The then Deputy Chief Scout and Member of the Government J Rassler Orovsky
offered in organizing this Service as well as in designing and printing suitable stamps and
cancellations. Between the 7th (official start of mail delivery) and the 25th November 1918 (last
day), official correspondence from and to the Members of the National Committee, the Police,
different organizations and government stations, as well as individual personalities was guaranteed
a rapid, secure and discrete delivery made on foot or with a bicycle by the Sea Scouts having their
Headquarters at the Czech Yacht Club, in the centre of Prague. Main destinations, apart of the
National Commitiee’s Headquarters at Harrachovsky Palace, were the Ministry of Justice, the
Prague Fortress, the Parliament and the Telegraph Office at the west bank of the Vitava river and
the Rail Station, the Post and Telegraph Office and other places in the east bank.

-Stamps

The idea of printing Scout stamps was first put in September 1918. On October 20th a design
depicting the national character of the Service was adopted and 30000 stamps of the blue 10 H and
50000 of the red 20 H values plus 1000 pieces of a blue 10 H stationary forming all colours of the
Czechoslovak flag were printed. They were engraved by J Panenka and printed by Kolmar House,
while the relevant postmarks and marks were made by Karnet & Kysely. All stamps were printed
one by one, 5o there is no block or sheet in existence whatsoever. The 10-heller value was needed
to pay for delivery of postal cards and printed matter and the 20-heller for letters, telegrams,
newspapers and parcels. The collection of these fees was necessary because the Scouts were paid a
lump sum for their services from a special National Council found.

Since the stamps were not sold publicly, they must be considered official delivery stamps. They
were officially valid from November 7th to November 25th, 1918, but are known on a few covers
which were delivered during the period of November 3th-7th. The official service of the Scouts
stopped by order Rossler-Orovsky on the evening of Nov. 25th. The great majority of the Scouts
had to return to school or their jobs and by that time the individual ministries had their own
dependable emplovees,



. Prijezd presidenta Masaryka

Prague scout post : 7/X1-25/X1 1918

-Handstamps : as we can see on the letter, four main handstamps were used :

0 N.V. {Narodny Vibor) Circular , black or red, mainly used to mark the stamps
DMLMWM&MMM&M black , red, green or
violet, used to indicate the date of mail ...

O Dopis od skauta .....prevzal... {D&wbj' ..... .received by....) linear on
mmm.mﬂ,mthmm&hmdﬁMhﬂ
‘and the signature of the recipient. s
DMM?MEWM elliptical , black, red,
mmmmmmmmnmumm}

[ PRESIDIUM MINISTERSKE RADY Circular, violet without any additional
handstamp, with the time of the delivery written by hand on the mail

mmmvhnmmm.mmwﬂﬂv- with “POSTA SKAUTU
IB/XT1918." and a black elfiptical “NARODNI VYBOR™



The return of the President o his homeland was considered a great state-political event. The Scouts
almmmmdmﬁnmmwtsfuﬂmmmﬁmmmmﬂmﬂnbcdﬂ:muf
impariant telegrams between the Castle, the Parliament and Wilson Station. For this occasion a
mﬂimbunmem{ﬁMmucb}mumprmd “Prijezd presidenta Masaryka™
(Arrival of President Masarvk), and then affixed to the communications delivered by the Scouts.

Today it is not possible to determine who gave official approval for the overprinting and use of
those stamps, since the written documents have not been preserved. However, it is known from the
testimony of participants that the idea of overprinting the stamps came from the Scout leadership
mdﬂntmmmbm’snfﬂnﬂahumlﬂmmﬂhewmdmwdnfﬂnmﬂ'm
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Test of the overprint (on white paper)




























Prijezd presidenta Masaryka

Prijezd presidenta Masaryka : 21/X11/1918

Letter to Mr. F. Straka in Zizkov, franked with a 10 heller stamp with genuine postmark “POSTA
SKAUTL Praha 1918.", dated 21/X11 by hand. The red overprint of the stamp is forged. The signature
of the scout delivering the letter is unknown.
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