The largest armed conflict in the history of mankind, which caused about 63 million military and civilian
casualties involving Nations from all continents, goes from September 1, 1939 to September 2, 19435.
Born from the harsh Treaty of Versailles, drafted at the end of the great war, the second world war marks
the pinnacle of the sacrifice of human lives on earth, in the skies and on the seas with, at the same time,
the largest military operations, as for men and means employed, never before completed successtully. It
also defined the supremacy of airpower and carrier vessels on traditional battieships.
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A FROM VERSAILLES TO THE TRIPARTITE 1. 1 THE RISE OF NATIONAL SOCIALISM

After the 1* world war, a Peace Conference was held in Paris, on January 18, 1919. On February 9, Marshal Foch, Supreme
Commander of France, presented the following final proposals about the conditions of the Armistice. On May 7, 1919 Germany
was given the peace plan drafted by the victorious Nations. In May 1919, on the 28th the Treaty of Versailles was signed. It put an

end to the war. At least everyone hoped it would, but . . . .
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Marshal Foch is supposed the have said the following prophetic sentence: "this is not peace, it is an armistice for 20 years "
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May 7, 1919 : greetings from the Peace Congress on the very day the Germans were delivered the peace project




1.2 THE RISE OF NATIONAL SOCIALISM

Historians now recognize that the harsh conditions imposed on Germany by the Treaty of Versailles, together with the great
depression of 1929, caused a deep discontent in the German people, and favoured the spreading of the National Socialist ideas of
Adolf Hitler and his movement.
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The fight to get the power in Germany ends in 1933 when Hindenburg appoints Hitler Chancellor of the Reich.
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®ostal stationery praising Hitler's rise to power



1.3 THE RISE OF NATIONAL SOCIALISM

A “ Referendum “, held in the Saar on January 13, 1935, decides the return to the German Reich with 90,73 of votes.
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1.4 THE RISE OF NATIONAL SOCIALISM

National Socialism organised excellently the youth of the country, involving
them in huge meetings exalting the national pride. In 1937, the party had
already prepared the Germans to think about a future war.
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Apnil 5, 1937, the first stamp with the image of Hitler is issued



1. 5 THE RISE OF NATIONAL SOCIALISM

The popular consensus encourages Hitler who, dreaming of a great Germany, conquers Austria first of all. Without striking a
blow, the invasion is welcomed by jubilant people on February 3, 1938. The plebiscite of October 4, 1938, ratifies the annexation
of Austria to Germany, with 99.60% of votes.
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On September 29, 1938, the Munich agreement gave the Sudetenland to Germany, yet victorious with its aggressive policy,
opening the way to Hitler for the conquest of the whole Czechoslovakia.

The annexation of the Sudetenland
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1. 6 THE RISE OF NATIONAL SOCIALISM

The last German annexation that Hitler carries out with no consequences concerns Prague, which was conquered on March 15,
1939 and the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia was established.
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The delta of the River Vistula and the town of Danzig itself-it was declared « free city “ by the allies in 1919 but it became the
pretext to carry out a new acquisition, which will lead to the war.
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2. 1 ITALY AND FASCISM

Even before Hitler in Germany, in Italy Mussolini, riding, after the great war, the discontent of the "mutilated victory” as
Gabriele D'Annunzio called it, rises to power on October, 31, 1922 in the context of strong political and social instability, with the
help of the " blackshirts " and " the March on Rome ”.
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Organized by the F.N.P., the "March on Rome", on October 31, 1922 resulted in the rise to power of the same party. The event
ended on October, the 30th when the King decided to appoint Mussolini to form a new Government.
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2.2 [TALY AND FASCISM

Eager to create a colonial empire, Mussolini begins the campaign in Ethiopia on October 2, 1935. The League of Nations, of
which Italy, too, is not surprisingly part, imposes its "sanctions" on Italy on October 7, 1935. The campaign ends on May 9, 1936
and the "sanctions" are repealed on July 4, 1936. At last Italy has its colony in Eastern Africa.

TIGPI

E LAY % ol 4

FI

=

L’AFRICA ORIENTALE

. ETIOPIA - SOMALIA - ERITREA

g?

.
|2

%
i
% &
b
¥
1
K
¥
¥
d
N
5
5
5

]
LT N

| Q== 1 ]

] -

T T R -..'d-:-'-h:'-n.'-n.‘f-u-‘-.‘--."--.'-h'ﬂ'n'--“n

e I

POSTE
N COLONIALI
“ ITALIANE

- B LY D

.
i
=

o W e e

=P
. 4

- R N e e -
H Wi, © .
.M.lu H%Jd‘r—nr| fawnin '
PR
?Mrh:ru’ SR _-

e v u:.J.

M 'I-\.i-l'.;l#

."}'f

FU‘H |
@ COLONIALIL
= [l "LI [‘t"ﬂ.l

f.n.'-".-.'-"_.,-r_._--"_.,'-'.'-'_.,‘-f"-r'_._'f_.,t."rl;._"r:.,f.".'l'a, e e e
[Efe §

.
]
e e e e e e A 1 T S "1&":\-,‘.‘&".-‘!-*.."1‘-"&"5‘-"‘&*"-?& g
¥

Bpviath Lot S T

N ‘lrl Iql u q 11“ ..|'.I

j-"-v" sy |E.r\rl'l
- I'l. __E" |:'l-|" |'r\-'JI'|:||'l i
L& e
= ot ‘Ii"‘?lm-.- -.-n.-'
; 1
X ;;. ,
}r i i
d 4 7 b ™ ] = L ¥ ;
i K i 2 ! g : Iy alit £ b 11, -
: 4 El- GANDA “ ! i B s I
‘. _r..r'.'_' i - J i . il i e 1
5 S 4 T . AAC O L : MOGADISCIO = |
x | 3 o g Wk, D |
% -. - T.: 1 “‘h. _:'_;' {"l‘IF'r-E "I% A {
i i. ® ﬂ"’."w P i
3 ' . ?" 3 g gl al
‘: =i }' :\\‘H;i:g 11-'_#__ 'U'E_r £ ey L
5 ] ! e T o a [
% 1936 y AN G E P 2D & |
f...-l"‘r .ol # <l ‘?:.l\ - '"""'e'-"-T-.-.-'I“"q‘h : Bl = '7_"@.5“_'“{‘:_"1_"_“‘
‘; ‘.'L' .: ]':'mﬂ ..g,l:--.u_:i -li' » H——-E_';:k:;h‘l;____.-,‘hﬂp!a Mo G i
}. _- L " ¥ F g I ¢ B 'S 2 ; A
b o fage (1 -m‘*.:;r y 5
i 5 i, K vy k ¥ q ! s
P REREC S [ :E '*ht"r.ﬂncl £ N U}riﬁnm' '5::_,
X OSTE b L Nurhlpn s . - ’ 3 J
?@_HIL LONIALL 0’: s reped ; N\ 410 ; Long/Or 45 Greenw.  Seala 1:20000.000 50
!: = | 'L'LE 'i"i!' )

1936,1taky : the only series issued by
the mail service for the new colomy

"~ POSTECOLONIALT,
I

= T ol LT

1936: Ethiopia, pair of 75 cent., on airmail fragment with Adis Ababa's cancellation of March 15, 1938



2.4 ITALY AND FASCISM

Mussolini was still not satisfied and on April 7, 1939, to counterbalance the annexation of Austria to Germany he invades the
small Albania. In five days the conquest is achieved and the crown of the small state is offered to King Vittorio Emanuele III. On
April 12, the constituent Assembly approves a new Constitution that turned the Italian Protectorate of Albania into the Kingdom
of Albania and on the 16 of the same month the throne is hired by the King of Italy. The same as in Germany, it is the last Italian

conquest before the two dictators are united by the Pact of Steel (May 22, 1939) and later in the madness of war.
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April 8,1939, Albania:
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3. 1 JAPANESE IMPERIALISM

Emperor Hiro-Hito came to power on December 25, 1926. Inside the Government he had to face the caste of the military power,

led by gen. Tojo, determined to subdue with arms most of the Asian countries in order to strengthen the Empire.
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Japan, 1928: commemorative values for
the coronation of Emperor Hiro-Hito

The Japanese militarists had already forced the
Emperor’s hand in 1931 with the conquest of
Manchiuria.

Manciukuo , Jiandao : M.P. free postcard sent to
Gumna, Japan, seen for censorship

With the Emperor’s approval, Prince Asaka Yasuhiko, the Emperor’s uncle, is appointed chief of the Japanese Army. Using as a
pretext " The Marco Polo’s Bridge Incident " (when Japanese soldiers desguised in Chinese uniforms attack the Japanese troops)

Japan starts the 2" Sino-Japanese war. On July 7, 1937 it occupies Shanghai, Nanking and the Xhanxi defended by the army of
the Kuomintag (Chinese nationalist party) led by Chiang Kai-shek
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Chinese overprinted stamps for the Japanese occupation
of Nanking and Shanghai



3. 2 JAPANESE IMPERIALISM

At the end of July 1941, Japan managed to get the permission from the Vichy Government to settle military bases in Indochina.
For the United States, Britain and the Netherlands that was a strong signal of the will to conquer the rich Japanese possessions in
Southeast Asia. Sanctions were immediately taken against Japan. The embargo was made on oil and iron supplies.
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M.P. free postcard sent
from central China to

Japan (Shitsuoka)

Stamps, on place at that time,
of colonies threatened by Japan
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B THE BEGINNING OF TRAGEDY 1.1 THE ATTACK ON POLAND

At dawn, on September 1, 1939, at 4.45 a.m., Hitler's Wehrmacht invaded Poland and that
was the beginning of the 2™ World War tragedy. It will come to an end only on September

2, 1945.
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Invaded also on the Eastern front by the Soviet Union, Poland will surrender on September 27, 1939, after a strenuous defence

of Warsaw.
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on September 3, 1939



2.1 ASTRANGE WAR

Afier the conquest of Poland a new period starts: it is called “ Period of the strange war “ because none of the opposite armies

moved. The battlefield was only on the sea.
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Sinkingof HMS Royal Oak 19349

On October 14, at 10,30 a.m. the u-boat 47,Commander Gunther Prien , enters the Scapa Flow Bay: the battleship Royal Ark sinks

The Home fleet recovers and on December 14 of the same year, by the cruisers Aiax, Exeter and Achilles, commanded by
Commodore Harwood, it forces the heavy buttlecruiser Admiral Graf Spee, to find a shelter in Montevideo harbour. The cruiser
will find self-sinking in the estuary of the Rio de la Plata on the 17th. The German com. Langsdorff commits suicide 3 days later.
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3. 1 DENMARK AND NORWAY FALL

Anticipating the moves of the English troops, in order to ensure
the passage of his ships in the North Sea, Hitler, on April 9, 1940
decides to invade Denmark and Norway. The latter, attacked from
the sea, land and air, aided by British and the French, resists until
until 10 June.
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4. 1 BLIETZKRIEG IN THE WEST

Begun in 1928 and finished in early 1940, the Maginot line, named to commemorate the Minister André Maginot, who had
worked for the approval to the construction of the work, aimed at defending the borders of France. The German invasion plan

(Fall Gelb) often also referred to as Sishelschnitt, provides the steps for the invasion of France through the Ardennes and the
occupation of Belgium and Holland.
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The entries to the Maginot line at Markolsheime and Bermont-Longuyon
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1941, the attack on the Maginot line




4.2 BLIETZKRIEG IN THE WEST

The German Panzer and Luftwaffe
attack at dawn on May 10, 1940.
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June 18, 1940, Holland: postcard from Wassenaar to Switzerland seen for censorship




4.3 BLIETZKRIEG IN THE WEST

After the surrender of Holland on
May 15, the German troops conti
nued to advance, and after the fall
of Belgium, on May 28, they moved

towards Paris and surrounded the
French and English forces at Dunkirk.
Despite the loss of all equipment ,

nearly 330,000 allied soldiers
managed to re-embark for England .
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4. 4 BLIETZKRIEG IN THE WEST

When Paris is occupied, on June 14, 1940, France signs the armistice on June 22" and its territory is divided into two parts: the
northern part, including the whole Atlantic zone is occupied by the German army, the southern part, called free France, relies on

the French Government settled in Vichy and led by Marshal Phillipe Pétain
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5.1 ITALY ENTERS THE WAR

On October 6, 1940 Italy declares war on Britain and France. The troops enter France through the Western Alps without
conquering any special territories. The position of the "Tripartite" is thus consolidated.
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Postcard from Turin to Pula, June 12, 1940, two days after Italy's entry into the war



6. 1 THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

Hitler, who knew the superiority of the English fleet, before invading Britain leaves to Goring and his Luftwaffe the task to
destroy London and the Royal Air Force. For Germany that will mean a great loss of planes and pilots.
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7. 1 EASTERN EUROPE IN FLAMES

Without consulting Hitler, Mussolini orders to invade Greece on October 28,1940, perhaps hoping for a b_right and guick SUCCess.
It won't be quince: the difficult mountainous ground, the lack of preparation, and the shortage of means will force Hitler to rush to

the aid of Italy to avoid Mussolini a fool.
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Letter from M.®. 204, Greek front to Florence, May 5,1942 with Mussolini's motto "with Germany side by side, until the end"




7.2 EASTERN EUROPE IN FLAMES

By declaring war on Greece and Yugoslavia, Hitler also rescues his ally Mussolini. The operation in the Balkans, called "Marita”,
will however cause a two months’ delay before attacking Russia, with inevitable negative consequences.
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7.3 EASTERN EUROPE IN FLAMES

After the conquest of the Balkans and Greece, the German forces could not allow Crete to remain in the hands of the allies.
Therefore, with an action of airborne troops (operation Merkur ), the Wehrmacht began the attack on May 20, 1941 and in June
the island was completely conquered. The allies managed to re-embark and load about 18,000 men out of 32,000 stationed on the

Island.
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The conquest of the island is not painless for Germany;
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in fact the Germans lose 3,700 men and 2,500 are injured, e

most of them are paratroopers of the 7" Airborne Division .
The allied troops recovering from the island were composed
of Greek, British, New Zealander and Australian soldiers. In | .\ uniknsivioreana 300

0, Keillar 1954 Coarrtor

the clash of the naval fight to defend the island, the battleship i

Warspite, too, was damaged.

Allied forces and Warspite
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7.4 EASTERN EUROPE IN FLAMES

On June 22nd, 1941, with a six weeks’
delay because of the invasion of the
Balkans, Greece and Crete, Hitler
attacks Russia. The operation is called
"Barbarossa"; thousands of guns, tanks
and planes launch a massive attack to
the Soviet forces.
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In the attack the Soviet forces, led by the Supreme Leader J. Stalin, are helped by
Romanian, Bulgarian, and Hungarian troops, as well as by legions of Dutch, French

Croatian, Norwegian volunteers and by Slovak Divisions.
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7.5 EASTERN EUROPE IN FLAMES

To regain the lost territories after the Soviet aggression, Finland allies with Germany.
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Chief of the Finnish troops

In July 1941 Italy is on the
side of Germany with the
C.S.L.R. (Italian Corps of
Expedition in Russia)

g

.I- s
R

- o - - i

2 ¥ TS pprach SR S

I LT SRR e T !

4 R il T i T LT

(i T e Tl b Lt

8 L e [ L

; &

S
s i+

"
=

o

5
o N
)

B ¥
s
= o

T s

; AR
e ¥ rﬁ- 3._"“:'%:_..‘
1:-

-] LGl

g . L 4

e 3 il e b i B v 4 el T Rt S
e ;,'f%ﬂ_«ht_ﬂ:-ﬁqm:mpl 'T‘l*‘Mdﬂ'-}fI‘m';' e ‘__;lwi;.;__._ﬂj_._.ljﬂ;- £

o,

e [

taly, March 3,1942: letter from M.®, 40, Russian front, to Milan, seen for censorship



7. 6 EASTERN EUROPE IN FLAMES

The arrival of "General Winter" and the help of Siberian fresh divisions, led by Gen. Zukov and called back from Leningrad,
cause the victory in the battle of Moscow. The Germans, who were at about 50 miles from Moscow, can only see it in photos.
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Part of the population of Leningrad, evacuated before the encirclement, is sent beyond the Urals. Their mail is sent to the soldiers
lett behind to defend the town, while on the southern front the battle for the conquest of Stalingrad continues.

11111111

KR OTIL ﬂﬂﬂTﬁmgﬂQﬁ :

The defence of Moscow
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C DUEL ON THE SEAS AND THE AFRICAN SCENE 1.1 DUEL ON THE SEAS

The "battle of the Atlantic”, as W. Churchill called it, is the longest of ~ha L v

the whole conflict. It began in 1939 and ended only at the end of the a
war. The first great victory on the sea was reached by the Home Fleet E
when it sank the Bismarck on May 27, 1941, after the German ship had D 3
sunk the battle cruiser Hood and seriously damaged the Prince of Wales. ;“
T
W
The Bismarck, | Z:
opens fire =2
[HMS.Hood o |
: The Hood is sinking
: while the battleship
m Prince of Wales

withdraws after being hit.
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The chase of the German damaged battleship is accomplished by the battleship King George V, the aircraft carrier Atk Royal,
cruisers and destroyers, including the Polish Piorun. After being hit by torpedoes and the gunfire, the ship sinks at 9.30 on May
ot

The torpedo planes
of the Ark Royal
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1.2 DUEL ON THE SEAS

In order to hinder the flow of aids that the United States and Canada, the latter not yet at war, sent to Britain and Russia, Germany
carried out a real chase against the convoys, by using its pirate ships and U-boats in formations called "pack of wolves".

U.S. supports allies with Lend-Lease Act

The aids to the allies from USA and Canada and the formation of convoys along the Atlantic route

To contrast the attacks of the German U-boats, convoys were escorted by British, Canadian and American destroyers and
corvettes, following the route passing South of Iceland and arriving even at the ports of Murmansk and Archangel in Russia.

U-Boot in surface navigation
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Destruction of Atlantic convoy "PQ 17
25 out of 36 ships for the convoys were sunk,
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Destroyer Reuben James sunk October 31

The Rouben James sunk by U-boats The rescue of surviving sailors



1.3 DUEL ON THE SEAS

The United States built 2,710 ships “Liberty” during the war. Each of them, 14,200 tons of gross tonnage, could carry 300 rail

cars of aid or 440 tanks or 2,840 jeeps. About 200 of these ships were sunk .
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1. 4 DUEL ON THE SEAS

The Soviet Union repeatedly recal

led with postal value of emissions the sacrifice of sailors engaged on Arctic convoys.
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50 of the first convoy arrived in Arkhangelsk,




2. 1 THE AFRICAN SCENE

The I.E.A war lasted from March 17, 1941 to November 29, 1941 with the surrender of Gondar by Gen. Nasi. Earlier, on May 17,
1941, Amedeo Duke of Aosta had surrendered in Amba Alagi obtaining from the British "the honour of arms" for the bravery and
the valour of the [talian soldiers.

April 6,1940, Eritrea: letter from Dessie Amara to Cormons, Capriva arrived before Italy entered the war



2.2 THE AFRICAN SCENE

The war on the "Libyan front" was a series of advances and retreats from September 13, 1940 until January 23,

Montgomery's troops arrived in Tripoli.

1943 when
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2 3 THE AFRICAN SCENFE

The first move on the Libyan front is operated by Graziani who occupies Sidi-el-Barrani in the Egyptian territory. The British
counterattack, take the Italians by surprise and reoccupy the town. In January 1941 the British conguer Bardia and on the 22nd
they arrive in Tobruk. Graziani orders the retreat. On February 6,194 1 the British invade the Cyrenaica.
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2.4 THE AFRICAN SCENE

On March 24,1941, after replacing Graziani with Gen. Gariboldi, Rommel

begins his offensive on April 10" and surrounds Tobruk. Although constan
tly attacked, the British troops resist.

The Polish contingent in Tobruk,
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2.5 THE AFRICAN SCENE

=e———-—————
On January ,1942 a convoy of —— =
supplies arrive at last for the —~ =— >
Axis’ troops. Rommel attacks =/ ——
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Ervinn Rommel

“the desert ‘s fox “
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On February 7,1942 Rommel makes his troops stop
along the Derna- Bir Hakeim line. In May he advan
ces again and regains Bir Acheim, after capturing
7.000 soldiers and 150 tanks.
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On June 21, 1942
Tobruk is reconquered

Postal stationery of 70
anniversary of Tobruk s

defence by

Czechoslovakian troops




2.6 THE AFRICAN SCENE
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August 13, 1942, Libya, by M.P. 210, 10 Division GG.FF. for Naples

Rommel stops his advance in El Alamein, waiting for reinforcements, which are not as many as expected. The British replace their
commanders. Gen. Montgomery and Gen. Alexander are in action. On October 23, 1942, they attack with forces much higher than

Rommel’s ones.

MARSHALL ISLANDS

Battle of EI &lamein 1942

A.l[tes i'and in North Afm:a Nmrembe:* | 942

The Commanders The allies advance

Allies can also rely on troops coming from the Commonwealth and the territories occupied by Germany.
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Australians and Greeks at El Alamein



2.7 THE AFRICAN SCENE

EL ALAMEIN

b

w

A SHILAD RO

ESERCITO ITALIANO

ITALIA 800
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Italian cemetery of
El Alamein

October 19,1942, Italy:
front of El Alamein, a
few days before Mont-

Gomery's offensive,
started on the 23" of

the same month

Ricordate che oggi non ci sarebbe la marcia su
Mosca, marcia che sara infallibilmente vitto-
riosa, se venti anni prima non ci fosse stata la
marcia su Roma, se primi tra i primi non aves-
simo alzato la bandiera dell'antibolscevismo.
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Memories of a defeat despite the valour and
courage of the Italians soldiers on the battlefield.

Propaganda postcard for the Army
in tariff: foot soldier with grenade
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3.1 THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA AND MALTA

The Mediterranean Sea was the grave of countless ;
ships, aircrafts and soldiers. The "mare nostrum “ was | =
actually dominated by the English Navy thanks to the | |
radar and the bases of Gibraltar, Malta and Alexandria, |
as well as to the huge amount of aircraft, ships and :
fuel, of which there was a big shortage n our fleet.
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M.P. free postcard with the isle of Malta,

repeatedly bombed by the Axis’ aircrafts,
but never captured
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3.2 THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA AND MALTA

On November 11, 1941, at 11 p.m. the torpedo bombers Swordfish, taken from the aircraft carrier Illustrious, attack the naval
base in Taranto. The battleships Cavour, Littorio and Caio Duilio, and the Cruiser Trento and smaller vessels are hit.
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3.3 THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA AND MALTA MRS = Py

The battle of Cape Matapandel, March 28, 1941in the
Peloponnese, between the Italian team, formed by
battleship Vittorio Veneto, cruisers and normal ships,
and the British fleet, formed by three battleships, inclu-
ding the Warspite and the aircraft carrier Formidable,
marks a clear defeat of the Italian fleet.

The Vittorio Veneto is hit but it can survive; the
cruisers Pola, Zara and Rijeka are sunk.

VISCOUNT CUNNINGHAM HMS WARSPITE

Admiral Cunningham
and the battleship Warspite
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3.4 THE MEITERRANEAN SEA AND MALTA

The counterattack of the Italian Navy takes place on September 12, 1941. The most successful action 1s achieved by the raiders of
the 10" Flotilla Mas who attack the battleships Valiant and Queen Elizabeth in the harbour of Alexandria in Egypt with the LSC
(slow-Running Torpedoes), commonly referred to as "pigs". The crew of the Durand de la Penne-Bianchi, Martellotta-Marino and

Marceglia-Schergat, driven near the port by the submarine Scire, seriously damage two battleships, one destroyer and one tanker.

CASTELLO D
5 GEIORGHD - MANT

H.M.S. Valiant ™ )

EGYPTE  (NZa00

Gibraltar 26¢

A3 Mhyman MEE

Alexandria, Egypt The Scire HMS Valiant

They were all decorated with a gold medal after their return from captivity. In Taranto, in March 1945, Commodore Sir Charles
Morgan, Commander of the Valiant when attacked by the SLC, decorates with gold medal Durand de la Penne who, before the
explosion of the charge placed under the ship, had warned the Commander to save the crew. Actually only eight people died.

I MEZZI D'ASSALTO

Italy-M.®P. free postcard with the Raiders of the Royal Navy on LSC-pigs



3. 5 THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA AND MALTA

The battle "Harpoon" took place from June 12" to 16", 1942 to prevent the allies from supplying food to the isle of Malta.
England had sent two convoys of supplies, one leaving from Gibraltar (operation Harpoon), escorted by the aircraft carrier
"Eagle" sailing South of Pantelleria, and one from Alexandria (operation Vigorous) sailing South of Malta. The Italian-German
forces engaged MAS, submarines, naval and air units and sank one cruiser, 5 destroyers, minesweepers, 1 tanker and 6 merchant

ships. Italy lost the cruiser "Trento" and one destroyer.
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VOLO SPECIALE AERONAUTICA MILITARE
FANTELLERIA-BOLOGNA
GIUGND 1972

LISPACCIO AERED CON VELIVOLO Pi18E

30™ anniversary of the
battle of Pantelleria

REPARTO VOLO 2 REG.
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DEUTSCHES REICH

| GROSSDEUTSCHESREICH |

Correspondence sent to soldiers on force on the cruiser Trento, sunk during the operation "Vigorous"



3.6 THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA AND MALTA

Italy lost the opportunity to conquer Malta when undefended.
Later the island had to resist the Italian-German bombing while
the population had to endure a chronic shortage of supplies.

50 AWEHE# LR N-TIENI GWERRA DINJIJA

Because of the precarious situation of Malta, the British organized the operation “Pedestal": the most important rescue mission. A
convoy of 13 merchant ships and a tanker, accompanied by an impressive group of ships, left Gibraltar for Malta. From August
11™ to the 15™ the axis forces attacked the convoy sinking an aircraft carrier, some cruisers, 2 destrovers and 10 out of 15 ships.
From the strategic point of view it was half a victory for the British. Malta was ready to overcome its worst period, waiting for

further events.

The tanker Ohio,
though damaged,
reaches Malta

30" ANNIVERSARY MALTA CONVOY
OPESATION PEDESTAL

b s 10 AUG72 O 3 The route of the British convoy

SRITISH FORCES 1321 POSTALSERVICE

A SM. 79 of the 13274
Torpedo Group sinks the
destroyer Foresight
The Italian MS 16
and MS 22 sink the
cruiser Manchester
The Empire Hope, one The aircraft carrier Eagle,
of the ten transport ships sunk, by the “U73" of
which were sunk, Commander Rosenbaun




D JAPAN SPREADS OUT 1. 1 PEARL HARBOR

On a Sunday of December, on the 7" 1941, at 7,55 a.m. without any declaration
of war, the Japanese attack the U.S. territory of Hawaii. The II World War starts
on a large scale in the Pacific and South-East Asia. The Japanese strategist of

the naval operations is Adm. Isoroku Yamamoto, Commander of the Japanese
combined fleet.

______________________
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Irgercestion of Yamamoin 1943

Thanks to the second in command, Adm. Nagumo, the powerful Japanese fleet, formed by the aircraft carriers Akagi, Kaga,

Soryu, Hiryu, Shokaku and Zuikaku and escorted by battleships, cruisers and submarines, start to launch the first wave of 183
planes at 06,00 a.m.; the second wave of 167 aircraft carriers is launched at 07,00 a.m..
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PHET WA TF JAPAHE BE APCRAFT LEAVE THRE CARFEEH AMHLA

Aircraft taking off from Japanese carriers

PEARLMARBOR s .-
LSS, WARD SINES T

While the Japanese planes are about to reach
the island of Oahu and Pearl Harbor Bay, the

destroyer Word and a patrol of the Navy sink a ’ 7.DEC199] FORT LYON, CO 8i038

Japanese submarine.




1.2 PEARL HARBOR
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At 7.45 a.m. the 1sland’s
airports are attacked inclu
ding Hicham Field.

Cap. Fuchida communicates
“Tora,Tora, Tora”, the sur-
prise attack was successful.

i

Fand Island Rasal Al Siamon

The Japanese planes reach the naval base at 7,55 a.m. and begin to torpedo and bomb the U.S. battleships. They sink the
Oklahoma and Arizona and seriously damage the remaining six battleships, causing a hell of fire.
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The first explosions
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The base of Pearl Harbor under attack in a Japanese
postcard, 1943




1.3 PEARL HARBOR

The treacherous Japanese attack on the USA has a high price: 2,402 dead, 1,247 injured and the temporary loss of almost the
complete surface fleet with the exception of the aircraft carriers not there on the day of the enemy’s raid; the "day of infamy “.
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The aircraft carriers Enterprise, Hornet and Yorktown, are safe because out in the sea on a mission



1.4 PEARL HARBOR

The "day of infamy" will never be forgotten.
[t can only be followed by the entrance of
the United States into the war.

- .
U.S. declares war on Japan, December &

Proasidom Hoo:

December 8, 1941: in _front of the Congress Roosevelt declares war on Japan
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Newspaper reports about the attack on the Hawaii with Roosevelt signing the declaration of war
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1.5 PEARL HARBOR

Besides Pearl Harbor, in anticipation of a future attack on

the Midway, the Japanese attack and conquer the isles of
Wake and Guam on December 8 and 10, 1941.
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In the same month of December the Japanese forces occupy the British possession of Hong Kong, defended by Canadian troops
and are ready to invade Malaya.
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Japan, 1943: a 2 s. postcard
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2.1 SOUTHEAST ASIA

In six months the Japanese conquer the Philippines,
Malaysia, Burma, Thailand, Borneo, Indonesia and
much of China. On September 12,1941 the Japanese
deal a blow to the British Navy sinking the only two
battleships present in those seas.
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MARSHALL ISLANDS

Abimeie Chuerder 194

‘The Repulse and Prince
of Wales
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1942, Italy: allegorical M.®. card, free of import duties,
with the Japanese samurai sinking the British ships

W W e e e e e

To celebrate the conquest of Singapore the Japanese Post Office overprinted two
stamps depicting the heroes of the Russian-Japanese war of 1905: Gen. Nogi and
- Adm. Togo. They also mention Gen. Percival’s surrender.
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Fall of Singapaore [4W<]
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Japan, 1943: a 2 s.
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2.2 SOUTHEAST ASIA

After the conquest of the capital Rangoon in May the whole Burma is occupied by the Japanese.
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Fangoon Falls o Japanese 1942
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Japanese stamps issued for the conquest of the Dutch Indies and Burma

The "Burma Road”, joining India to China, was the only way to provide supplies to Chiang Kai-Shek’s troops opposing to the
Japanese forces. If was interrupted by the Japanese troops on April 29, 1942 despite the efforts of the British and American
soldiers commanded by the American General, Stilwell.

TETETETE W W R E R TR T W W W —

MARSHALL ISLANDS

B Rl Chon s 190 1945

Furmﬂ Road, 717-mile HFEHHE to China




2. 3 SOUTHEAST ASIA
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The Philippines ,too, are a Japanese target. @~ @ @« @ —4m8 08— _
Landed on the isle of Luzon on October 12, 1941 1ﬂl,|lll|l Jl?hﬂhbt'ﬁﬁs
they occupy the capital Manila on January 2, 1942. ‘OI‘ 'm[]ﬂFS I_AHB IH 1B
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Fall of Manila 1o Japanese Forces 1942
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Surrender of Batgan/Death March 1942

BATAAN FALLS®
., ) The Death March begins

50th Anniv. Station
April 9 , 1992
Trenton,N.J. 08650

The American and Philippine
troops retreat into the Bataan

peninsula but after fighting for months they surrender on April 9" The prisoners ' start the “ long death march " which decimates
them through diseases, food and water shortage and the hardness of the march.
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Corregidor falls to Japanese May 6, 1942 -

MARSHALL ISLANDS

MARSHALL ISLANDS
MicArthur Evacunted from Corregidor 194

On March 16, 1942 Gen.. MacArthur left the Philippines uttering the famous sentence "I shall return "



2.4 SOUTHEAST ASIA

After the loss of the Philippines, Gen. MacArthur and Adm

. Nimitz coordinate the strategies for the allies’ comeback..

'FIRST ANNIVERSARY
PHILIPPINE EXECUTIVE COMMISSION

JANUARY 23, 1943

UNANG KASANTAUNAN
NG SANGGUNIANG TAGAPAGPAGANAP
NG FILIPINAS
=23 =1943

PHILIEPINES B

CHARLES BLUM

P.O. B. 215989
MANILA

The decision is taken for an air attack to show the
allies” ability to hit Japan on its heart.

Col. Doolittle 1s charged with the mission.

He takes off from the aircraft carrier Hornet with

16 B-25, arrives over Tokyo on April 18,
1942 and bombards it.
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JIMMY DOOLITTLE

The “ raid “ of Doolittle and
bombing by B-25

------------------------

B-25s take off to raid Tokyo April 18, 1942

6o™ Annmversary Station

“We did it then we can do it agam.”

Doolittle Raid

April 18, 1942
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April 18, 2002
Halifax, VA 24558




2.5 SOUTHEAST ASIA

In about six months, Japan conquers many Pacific
Islands, the Aleutians, Borneo and the Philippines. YT T % =8 m
It also aims to conquer the New Guinea and Australia. )

r X . Twu
£ ,;'_?_-.I SEAN—XsmUEN %gﬂ, Japan invades Aleutian Islands June 1942

The battles of the Coral Sea and of the Midway above all had a double purpose: the conquest of New Guinea to attack Australia
and the conquest of the Midway Islands, before setting off for the Hawaii. The battle of the Coral Sea — the first to be fought
exclusively by airplanes without direct contact among the ships — took place from 4 to May 8, 1942.
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Adm. Fletcher for the USA and Adm. Inoue for Japan are the two chief commanders. The Japanese victory 1s tactical while the
American one is strategic. In fact it prevents the Japanese occupation of Port Moresby, a springboard for the conquest of New
Guinea first and of Australia later.
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The scene of the clash.
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CORAL SEA BATTLE

USS Lexington under air attack dﬁring
the Battle of the Coral Sea 08.05.1942
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3. 1 MIDWAY

The battle of the Midway Islands marks the end of the Japanesc supremacy in the Pacific. The unexpected American victory,
coordinated by Adm.Nimitz, Commander of the naval forces in the Pacific, lasts from 4 to 7 June, 1942, at about 200 miles
north of Midway. In case of victory, the conquest of the Islands would have allowed Japan to eliminate the American carriers

and to attack the Hawaii successfully.
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But luck helps the Americans. In fact the last "Catalina" sent in a reconnaissance mission, finds the Japanese fleet and
immediately informs the American command. The Japanese cannot rely on surprise.
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3.2 MIDWAY

At the end of the battle, the Imperial fleet commanded by the Adm. Nagumo records the sinking of all its four aircraft carriers

Akagi, Kaga, Soryu and Hiryu.

The battle
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The United States recorded the

loss of Yorktown.

Yorktown lost, U.S. wins at Midway, 1942
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The unexpected American
victory marks the turning

point in Southern Asia and
in the Pacific.
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E THE COUUNTERATTACK OF THE ALLIES

1.1 THE CAMPAIGN IN ITALY

April 1, 1943: from
Castelfranco to the
M.P. 221, Tunisia,
during the Italian

retreat

PER VIA AEREA

After the last opera- | =

tions in Tunisia, the e
allies begin the AN
“ Hasky “ operation, | =~

the invasion of Sicily
on July 10,1943. In one month Sicily is released.
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1.2 THE CAMPAIGN IN ITALY

Grado, CG’Q_I_'!D!'I'IE/; Nome de| mitte
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March 20, 1943 : free. postcard from Sicily, P.M. 3550 to Genoa, before the allies’ [anding

With the arrival of the allies and the partial occupation of Italy new
stamps for the administration of the correspondence are printed.

August 24,1943, Italy: emission for Sicily with
words "Allied M ili'tmy ‘Postage and 1 ml_i;’f,
validity of use September 30,1944

March 8,1944, Italy: letter from Alimena to ‘Enna , Sicily, franked with 50 cent. "Allied Military Postage"
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1.3 THE CAMPAIGN IN ITALY

In the years ‘43/44, when Italy 1s virtually split into two, the new stamps are used initially only in areas occupied by the Anglo-
Americans with default purpose.

December 10, 1943: the stamps of series “Imperial”, overprinted
POSTE[TAIANE “ Allied Military Government “ with validity of use
-~ November 7,1946

] M .
rALianE SO0

January 24,1945: letter from San Giorgio Morgeto to Rome franked with two stamps "Lupa Capitolina" validity December 31,1948

In the German-occupied part of Italy, the Italian Social Republic provides the emission of new values partially overprinting the
ones of the Kingdom.
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Some examples of the values being used under the regime
of Social Republic. The German mailing post overprinted
[talian stamps to be used in Croatia.




1.4 THE CAMPAIGN IN ITALY

On July 25, 1943, during the conquest of Sicily by the allies, King Vittorio Emanuele III removes Mussolini from head of
Government and imprisons him at the Gran Sasso. Secretly, on September 3 in Cassibile, Gen. Castellano signs the Armistice

with the allies. The Act is made public only on the evening of September the 8"

Julby 24,1943, Italy: letter sent from Arezzo on the last day of Mussolini ‘s Government, arrived in_Anghieri on July 25, the day of his
arrest
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September 3,1943, Italy: postcard from Florence on the day of the signature of the Armistice, checked for censorship and made at the
Post Office for forwarding to Milan on 6 September, when the Armistice is signed but not yet made public



1.5 THE CAMPAIGN IN ITALY

On September 3, 1943, the Armistice signed in Italy, also known as the "short" Armistice, is made public. Aboard the British
battleship Nelson, on September 29, "the long Armistice” is signed between Gen. Eisenhower and Marshal Badoglio.

__________________ I “h

WIS Nalson visited St Helana 16.05.1941 Dwight David Eisenhower
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September 9,1943, Italy: private postcard from Codogno’s Civil Hospital on the day of the signing of the Armistice, arrived in Senna
Lodigiana on September 8, 1943, day on which the Armistice is made public



1.6 THE CAMPAIGN IN ITALY

With the Armistice Italy must deliver its ships to the allies. The battleship “Rome”
is however intercepted and sunk off Sardinia’s sea on September 9,1943.
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Meanwhile the allies, now friends, land at Salerno on

September 9, 1943. The strong German resistance for-
ces the allied troops to stop at Cassino along the Gustav

line.

— e

Italy invaded by Allies, September 1943

January 22,1944, to get the Germans from behind
allies land at Anzio and Nettuno with the support
of marine forces including the cruiser ** Penelope *.

Columbia River Gorge
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1.7 THE CAMPAIGN IN ITALY

The approach to Cassino’s front implies significant

losses for the allies. Wounded soldiers are cared for
in military facilities located close to the front.

V... Mail of 58th American Medical Battalion, A.P.0
n. 464 based in Caseria
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Started on January 12, 1944, the battle of Cassino
lasts until May 19, when the Polish unit of Gen.
Anders manages to raise its flag on the ruins of the

Abbey.
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Along the Garigliano river on the “ Gustav Line “ fierce fighting took place. Free France forces led by Gen Juin helped the allies.
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2.1 FROM STALINGRAD TO LENINNGRAD

On the East front, from Leningrad to the Caucasus, in the autumn of 1942 the response of the Soviet Union is ha{'d. On
November 19 the Russians crush the German-Romanian defence on the Don in five days and reach Kalac encircling Stalingrad.
For Von Paulus's 6" Army there is no hope of salvation. Though in ruins the city named after Stalin is safe.
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Prague, December 21, 1949: letter to the town with the stamps and the cancellation for the 70/ of "J.Stalin "

Attack and defense of Stalingrad
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The work of women in factories and in the military aid to the front was very important




2.2 FROM STALINGRAD TO LENINGRAD

The battles on the Don and the encirclement of Stalingrad also involve the Italian troops. Part of the ARMIR (8™ Army) must
withdraw to avoid encirclement. In particular the 35" Army Corps fight at Serafimovic’s bridgehead.

|
f_a.._l ;;b W oy ; '.-,1 - f A S
il A Q
N J

! A :1'- b #y \ f :
i \ h L

=L

e 1FII 5
f
(@ PRI
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M.P. free card propagandising the valour of our soldiers in Russia



2.3 FROM STALINGRAD TO LENINGRAD

The German troops’ attempt to break the encirclement of Stalingrad, in order to free the 6™ Army, fails on Dec. 12, 1942. Von
Paulus surrenders on February 2, 1943. The Russian offensive on the Don opens the Italians’ retreat. A long odyssey on foot starts

across the freezing Russian plains.
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2.4 FROM STALINGRAD TO LENINGRAD

The town of Kursk, railway junction between Moscow and Harkov, is known because of the biggest battle with armed vehicles in
history which took place there from July 4 to August 1, 1943.
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Russian losses were huge and much higher than the German ones, but they gave the Soviet Union the victory and especially the
initiative of operations, on the eastern front, which ended only in Berlin.
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The victory at Kursk, Mar. Rokossovsky and the crucial contribution of "Katjusha” (Stalin's organs)




2.5 FROM STALINGRAD TO LENINGRAD

After the battle of Kursk, despite engaging any resource, Germany was no longer able to replace its tanks, planes and especially
e men: the initiative in the conduct of the war was left to the Red Army and it led to the final victory.
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2.6 FROM STALINGRAD TO LENINGRAD

The German divisions, now tired and overruled by the Soviet troops, withdraw progressively abandoning the Russian territory.
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The Red Army, supported by fresh troops and by thousands of Siberian tanks, realizes that victory is near and fights with
increasing energy and courage.

Towards victory
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2.7 FROM STALINGRAD TO LENINGRAD

After a 900 days’ siege, during which the population receives supplies through the "road of life", along the southern side of the
Lake Ladoga, frozen most of the year, Leningrad is liberated by the troops of Gen. Merezkov, on January 27, 1944,
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3. 1 THE LANDING IN NORMANDY

In order to alleviate the German pressure on the Russian front, the Soviet Union had long 1nsisted on opening a second front: the
invasion of France. After a very long preparation the operation, called "Overlord”, took off on June 6, 1944 with the Allies
landing in Normandy, and ended on August 26 with the liberation ol Paris.
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3.2 THE LANDING IN NORMANDY

Of the 7,000 ships of the invasion fleet, more than 4,000 were for the transport of men and equipment to the designated beaches.
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3. 3 THE LANDING IN NORMANDY

Once chosen the beaches where to land the allies start their

" longest day". With the massive support of the air force bom
barding the beaches and the surrounding hinterland, the allies,
transported by thousands of ships, are ready to land.
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3.4 THE LANDING IN NORMANDY

At dawn, on June 6, 1944, after fierce bombardments, the American, British
and Canadian troops began to land on the Normandy coast contrasted by the
the German forces sheltered in forts and cubicles for machine guns.

The invasion forces.
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3.5 THE LANDING IN NORMANDY

The favourable outcome of the landing is also due to two factors. The sabotage
in the rear guard by the French Resistance which went into action after being

=
informed by Radio London about the imminence of the landings through the ;:-
verses ol a poem by Paul Verlaine (les sanglots longs des violons de I’automne 2 S
blessent mon cceur d’une langueur monotone). %
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3. 6 THE LANDING IN NORMANDY

The human toll paid by the allies in the early days of landing was very high. The Americans had the most difficult points to

conquer.
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the allies advanced into France, freeing villages and towns,
festively welcomed by the population.
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3.7 THE LANDING IN NORMANDY

The complex operation that in two weeks brought on the French coast nearly two million men and a huge number of means was
made possible partly because at Arromanches the allies had set up an artificial port, waiting to use the ports of Norman towns.
The artificial harbour was named " Port Winston " in honour of W. Churchill.
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4. 1 FROM PROVENCE TO GERMANY 1 THE LANDING IN PROVENCE

The operation "Dragoon", landing in Provence, enabled the allies to capture two ports, important even for the supplies to troops in
Normandy: Marseille and Toulon. Started on August 15,1944 with the air support provided by seven carriers and battleships,
cruisers and other ships, it allowed the troops to join in Dijon with the forces coming from Normandy at mid-September.
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4.2 THE OPERATION MARKET GARDEN

Before the decisive battle of the Ardennes, the allies
suffered a setback in the operation, combining army
and airborne troops, called "Market Garden". The ope
ration which took place in the Netherlands from 17

to 26 September 1944, aimed at arriving straight at
the Rhine 1n order to end the war by Christmas ' 44.
The attack was preceded by bombings on German
antiaircralt posts and Dutch ports.
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The battle of Arnhem was lucky for the Germans who inflicted heavy losses to the allies preventing the crossing of the Rhine and
halting the advance for some time.




4.3 THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE

The last great and strategic German offensive on the Western front was the battle of the Ardennes. Hitler’s aim was to repeat the

allies” debacle of Dunkirhi:, but this time focusing on Antwerp.
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Despite the heavy losses — approximately 90,000 people, killed, taken prisoner or missing — the allies manage to stop the German
advance and to push the enemy back to the starting lines. The town of Bastogne is the symbol of the battle of the Ardennes.
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4.4 THE COLLAPSE OF THE WESTERN FRONT

After the collapse of the line of the Vistula on the eastern front, and the battle of the Ardennes, in order to face the Russian
advance Germany 1s forced to transfer its last reserve divisions to this front. The allies, after the liberation of Paris and France,
favoured by their enormous superiority of men and means, move to conquer the Rhineland.
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4.5 THE COLLAPSE OF THE WESTERN FRONT

After crossing the Rhine on the bridge at Remagen on March 7, 1945, the allies broke into the Rhineland, found weak resistance
and occupied a large part of Western Germany in two months’ time.
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5.1 THE RED ARMY IN BERLIN

Following the agreements taken by the “three big leaders”, Stalin, Roosevelt and Churchill, the British, French and American
troops are due to remain along the River Elbe waiting for the Soviet forces. The Red Army, now unstoppable, recaptures Odessa
and Crimea, Kiev and the whole Ukraine.
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5.2 THE RED ARMY IN BERLIN

The coordinated action of the Red Army on the three fronts linds weak resistance and the liberation of the occupied lands is
persistent. The propaganda encourages the Soviet soldiers.
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5.3 THE RED ARMY IN BERLIN

The last Russian town to be freed is Brest-Litovsk, now called Brest. On March 3, 1918, in this town, Germany and Lenin’s
Soviet Union had signed the peace treaty which ended the 1™ World War on the Eastern front.

BREST-LITOWSK

Brest-Litovsk , February 27, 1916: M.P 191, free postcard for Germany with the ruins of war

On July 3, 1944 the Soviet troops recapture the whole Belarus.
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5.4 THE RED ARMY IN BERLIN

After crossing the Vistula, the Soviet troops of Rokossovskji and the 1* Polish Army ap
forces are defeated in the battle of Studzianki which begins on the 9" and ends on the 16

roach Warsaw. The remaining German
of August 1944.
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5. STHE RED ARMY IN BERLIN

With the aim to free Warsaw before the arrival of the Soviets, the army "Krajowa" of gen. Komorowski rouses the population of
the town on August 1, 1944. The repression of the Germans is violent and after nearly two months all resistance is broken. The
Soviet troops enter Warsaw only in January 1945.
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5. 6 THE RED ARMY IN BERLIN

Abandoning Warsaw to its tragic fate, the Red Army continues its advance Southwards to the conquest of Romania. The loss of
the big refinery in Ploesti in 1943 helped to further limit the mobility of the Germans. Romania leaves its German Ally and on

August 23, 1944 1t joins the Red Army which arrives in Bucharest on August 31.

B-24s hit Ploesti refineries, August 1943

Romania, May 29, 1944:
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5.7 THE RED ARMY IN BERLIN

After Romania, Bulgaria, too, joins the allies and on September 9, 1944 it opens the door to the Red Army. On October 1, 1944

Bulgarian partisans and the troops of gen. Tolbuchin arrive in Sofia.
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5.8 THE RED ARMY IN BERLIN

The conquest of Budapest, helped by the Regiment of Hungarian
Volunteers, “ Budaisky “, engages the Red Army for 45 days.

The Germans fight fiercely and the town suffers from considerable
devastation. Pest surrenders on January 18, 1945 and Buda only
on February 13.Two Russian members of Parliament, sent by

Gen. Malinovsky to ask for surrender, are treacherously killed by
the Germans. One of them is cap. Ostapenko.

The stamp for Cap. Ostapenko

ROHEA GLCP t4 73

P.A.MANTVMHOBCKWA

[898-1967

MAbW\R P{JSTA

A POSTAI

IRANYITOSZAMOT
SZIVESKEDJEK FELIRNI!

U e T U P O e O \,,-‘J_W'H

'Iumﬂuv D.8uDAL ONKENTES
EIIIEIJ FAII:I.H{EHI:I!.N i

L™

MAGYAR BUETA

| Allami Nyomda — Ara: 70 filiér.

---------------------

L m R B R N R R N K R

gy SO OSSR 0 S SR S S Iy SRS SR I S R R T WO R N R R R

..................................

UDQPEST*

MSZ 430—65

®ostal stationery dedicated to Col. Oszkar Varifiazy, Com.der of the Volunteer Reg. and cancellation of the Liberation of Budapest

10,1578

.l'.\\"q\.fl‘\ [-i “rlrlﬁl 1} E_"u. ! lEr - !:} !f_. } :-:" T ."ﬁ'n

CEMHATET T

After the liberation of Hungary the Russian troops face the conquest of
Austria, birthplace of A. Hitler. The conquest takes ten day, but finally,
on April 13, 1945, the Red Army liberates the country.

-ALTHE DCBOBOMAFRRE Bf ALl
A0 COBETCROE APMNEN

1265

- iRl

60 -nenve
OCBOBOXJEHHS BEHS
OT GALIIMA /NG
CORETCKMMM S

BORCKAMK A

s I':E¥fh;? 13 anpens ;!

= 1?fﬁrnnu
60. nm@ 00 HocCma 5%
UCBOBOMAEHNA 2%

{iE}1t£ 'Lfﬁi _

OT PALLM3MA

COBE TCKIAMM
BOVICKAMY

NEF3LIA [EHL - PREMIER JOUR

MOCKBA 101000
13-04-2005




5.9 THE RED ARMY IN BERLIN

The last European capital to be freed 1s Prague. The town revolted against the Germans on May 5, 1945. The Red Army enters the
capital on May 9. Berlin had already been captured on May 2 while Hitler had committed suicide on April 30, 1945.
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Correspondence from Prague, February 7, 1945, a few months before the liberation
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5. 10 THE RED ARMY IN BERLIN
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Berlin is a heap of rubble. The Reichstag is taken on April 30, 1945 and on May 1%, the Red Army’s flag is raised on the Palace
of the Nazi power by Sergeant Egerov and soldier Kantarija. On May 7. in Reims, in the American headquarter, Germany signs

its surrender. The same operation 1s repeated in Berlin in the headquarters of the Red Army on May 7™
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VICTORY, THE PEACE AND THE DIVISION OF GERMANY
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6.2 THE VICTORY, THE PEACE, AND THE DIVISION OF GERMANY

Victory and peace are commemorated in many countries and in different ways.
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6. 3 THE VICTORY, THE PEACE, AND THE DIVISION OF GERMANY
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6.4 THE VICTORY, THE PEACE, AND THE DIVISION OF GERMANY

Germany and Berlin are divided 1nto sections committed to the administration of the winners. The mail service, too, adapt.

Vergiss st Strasse
und Hausnummer

lerzat “anzugeben.

STADT BERLIN B

Soviet zone , 1945: district emission | w Clz ze | we 3 zz Q2722
for Berlin and Brandenburg

French occupation, 1945: issues for Inter-allied area April 16, 1946: letter from FranKfurt to Furth
every ared franked with valid stamps for the Russian, English and American area

Soviet zone, 1946 value of A.1.S areas
overprinted and valid only for the Soviet zone
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ey W Landgraeber

Postkarte

- ‘ Posischliel achnumn':ﬂr;
_ bei Untermietern auch Name des Vermieters

German.

Strafie, Hausnummer, Gebéudetell, Stockwerk oder PastschlieBfachnummer:
bei Untermietern auch Name des Vermisters

& (2. 44) _ A C154 DinAg

The Anglo-American area: postcard from Rietberg to Dortmund ,November 23, 1945



F JAPAN WITHDRAWS 1. 1 THE RE-CONQUEST OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS

The allies’ recapture of lost territories in South Pacific began
with the Guadalcanal campaign that lasted from August 7, 1942
to February 9, 1943.
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Control of the coastline, the fighting and
Japanese landings at Tulagi and Guadalcanal.
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Aircraft carrier Wasp and the cruiser Canberra with other ships protecting the recapture of Guadalcanal

Letter from Guadalcanal (A.P.0. 719) to Philadelphia seen for censorship



l. 2 THE RE-CONQUEST OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS

After vainly trying to capture Port Moresby in New Guinea and bombarding
Darwin 1n the far north of Australia, the Japanese land on the north side of
New Guinea but suffer heavy losses in the battles of Milne Bay and KoKoda.

Bombing ot

Australia ot

MARSHALL ISLANDS

Bapamnese Land on New Guinea 19423

The Japanese supply the divisions of Guadalcanal and New Guinea with food, troops and weapons, exclusively by sea from the
base of Rabaul, in the Bismark Islands. Naval clashes follow with victories both for the Japanese and the allied fleets. Between
the 8" and the 9" of August 1942 the battle of Savo, an islet North of Guadalcanal, takes place. It causes a serious defeat to the
allied fleet. 4 heavy cruisers are sunk, while the Japanese have only light damage.

MARSHALL ISLANDS

Battle of Sava Blamd [342

________________

HMAS Canberra sinking at ' — ' == e S
Iron Bottom Sound 09.08.1942 L _ | ¢y Bi-centenary of American Independéence
dolomon [slands &
BR
i,
" "
U5, HEAYY CRUISER GLANDY

The Australian cruiser Canberra and the American Quincy, sunk in the battle of Savo ,won by Japanese V. Adm. Mikawa

The "naval battles of Guadalcanal" take place from 12" to 15" November 1942. The J apanese try to reinforce the existing quotas
on the island to regain it. During the night they carry troops and cargos with destroyers. The Americans label the operation
"Tokyo Express”.
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- : ' B ‘SOLOMON ISLANDS The destroyers of the "ToKyo ‘Express"
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JAPAHESE DESTROYERS OF TOKYDEXPRESY

In the naval clashes in the waters around I:&ﬁ?ﬁﬂh’fﬂ%ﬁ
Guadalcanal the Japanese lose the battleship aimmne 2 E:‘%;' e |
Kirishima while the Americans register . A Pala 290
the sinking of the aircraft carrier Wasp. - . 1 gf’@ ey




1.3 THE RECONQUEST OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS

The losses In men and equipment, ships and aircrafts, during the long battle to recapture Guadalcanal and New Guinea force
Admiral Nimitz and Gen. MacArthur to adopt the "frog’s jump" strategy. They conquer an island, they skip the next one and

attack the farthest, isolating the previous one, depriving it with supplies and then forcing it to surrender with no fight.
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The headlines for the first victories in the Pacific

Adm. Yamamoto flies over Boungaiville to coordinate the defensive strategies of the Japanese naval forces, he is shot down on
April 18, 1943 by a P-38 Lightnings left from Henderson Field of Guadalcanal.

18.04.1943
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N e . P-38 Lightnings from Henderson Airfield
- P shoot down Admiral Yamamoto
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Allied forces retake New Guinea, 1944

BRITISH SO[OMON ISU—\NDE GENS

FHenderson Field Airport on Guadalcanal,, the destruction of Yamamoto’s aircraft and the recapture of New Guinea

On August 2, 1943 the motor torpedo boat PT-109 led by

J.F . Kennedy is rammed by the Japanese destroyer Amagiri.
Kennedy, swimming for three miles, succeeds in rescuing
the wounded sailor Patrick McMahon on a small island.

Later he leads the rest of his crew onto an island saving them.
He will be decorated with the Navy and Marine Corps Medal.

MARSHALL ISLANDS

Japaese Capanre Cruany 1940

The occupation of Guatn
by the Japanese
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JOHN F KENNEDY

¢ty Bi-centenary of American Independence
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American attacks to the island in preparation for landing
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1.4 THE RE-CONQUEST OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS

Air-naval battles and American landings take place throughout the Pacific to re-conquer the atolls. With the protection of
submarines, on June 15, 1944 the Americans land and recapture the island of Saipan.

Submarines shorten war in Pacific, 1944

--------- e e e e

A0th ANNIVERSARY of the BATTLE of TARAWA

From 20 to November 23, 1944 a battle takes place & e L2 T T ;
to re-conquer Tarawa in the Gilbert Islands. R _'.,;,‘ e
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Vike Taland

MARSHALL ISLANDS

Fall of

The Isle of Wake remained in Japanese hands until the end of the war when the Americans landed without fighting
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2. 1 BACK INTO THE PHILIPPINES

As promised on the day of the retreat, Gen. MacArthur, backed by
an imposing fleet, supervises the landing in the Philippines.

The Japanese forces oppose to the
Americans using the 'Kamikaze"

US 141 CAVALRY FLUSH OUT ENEMY O

From October 17 to December 31, 1944 the |
Americans start the campaign to re-conquer -
the Philippines. The aircralt carrier Intrepid participates and 1s hit by a * Kamikaze . After
being repaired 1t will participate 1in the Korea war. Transformed into a Museum of the Navy,
it has been parked in New York harbour since 1957.

Fierce fighting frees Manila by March 3, 1945
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3.1 ATTACK TO THE JAPANESE GROUND

Letter from
A.P.0. 37,

Manila, March | "

17, 1945, seen
for censorship,
to Blooming-
ton, Indiana

(USA)

ground attack to the islands of Iwo Jima and Okinawa.

After the occupation of the Philippines, the Americans prepare their

Indiana Unlversity
Extension Pivision
Box 42

Bloomington,Indiana

e o HONORING THE 50th ANNIVERSARIES OF
UNITED STATES POSTAGE V-E DAY & V-J DAY
e e e S A 1945-1935
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SACINAW HALLE? STAMP SGCIETY STATION
Americans attack Iwo Jima; PENINSULAR STATE PRILATELIC SOCIETY MEETING
S T Re— | the whole 1sland 1s taken
Marines raise flag on Iwo Jima, Feb. 23, 1945
only on March 27.
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Letter fmm AP0.81, I wo Jima, March 18, 1945, seen for cﬂnsérsﬁz}j, for Ou@inaﬂ California



3.2 ATTACK TO THE JAPANESE GROUND

On April 7, 1945, the largest battleship 1n history, Yamato, is sunk by U.S. aircrafts while it was about to reach the 1sland of
Okinawa to defend 1t from the allied landings.

HARAE—BREERES . MARS HALL ISL,AN Okinawa, the last big battle, April-Tune 1945

The last major battle of the war
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Japan, the RyuKyus Islands, April 23, 1945: letter from OKinawa to Endicott (New York-USA)




4. 1 THE ATOMIC BOMB, JAPAN’S SURRENDER, PEACE

SOth ANFAF '

HUGUI:L 5 19:-‘3
$o\qP 022 SA 19

FEDERATED STATES OF ® FEDERATED STATES OF

MICRONESIA 60¢ - MICRONESIA 60¢

The use of the atomic bomb persuades
Japan to ask for an unconditional surrender.

President Truman annourices the surrender

of Japan. The signing took place aboard
the battleship Missouri in the Harbour

of Tokyo

United States addresses only

USA Old Glory

ISELIN N] ©¢8830
September 2, 1995

50TH
ANNIVERSARY '

\ ZANORLD WAR {1 ENDS |
JAPAN SURRENDERS ABOARD! STA.

Uss MISSOURI (BB-&3)
in Tolcyo Bay

HQ & HQ DET.9EQM.BY.
EPO.}IT.ﬁPastmaster
SanFrancisce Calif.

Judge Hobert E. Curran

y 1% B. Hayes Court
Letter from Superior
AP0, 317 Wisconsin
Kure, Japan,
to Superior,
Wisconsin
(USA)
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4. 2 ATOMIC BOMB, JAPAN’S SURRENDER, PEACE

With the surrender of Japan peace is restored in every continent.

TRIBUTO A

TSUTOMU YAMAGUCHTI

19162010

(1916:2010)7
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Tribute to Tsutomu Yamaguchi, who was involved in both the atomic bombing of
Hiroshima and Nagasakj
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G THE WAR IS ALSO . .. 1. 1 THE RESISTANCE

During the months of the war in Europe partisan groups form to fight the oppressors. If in the occupied countries the resistance to
the enemy 1s a normal consequence, in the conquerors’ countries, too, the yearning for freedom and justice find fertile ground in
the mind of brave men and women.

On February, 22, 1943 three students belonging to the " White Rose ", the most famous group opposing to National Socialism, are
beheaded. Two of them, Hans and Sophie Scholl, are brother and sister. A military attempt to kill Hitler and to end the war is
carried out by a group of 20 officers in July 1944, but it fails.
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West Germany,1964: sheet dedicated to Sophie Scholl of the "white rose " and to the suicide of the bombers of the Furher
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. 2 THE RESISTANCE

In Italy the shooting of the seven brothers Cervi, occurred in Reggio Emilia, on December 28, 1943, represents perhaps the most
severe event in individual families.

1943

ETTORE CERVI e
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In Germany, any resistance to the Nazi ideology, even though it doesn’t turn into armed resistance, is considered a crime and is
punished with the death sentence. No respect is used even for world champion athletes such as cyclist Albert Richter.
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.3 THE RESISTANCE

Joset Gabcik deserves a particular mention. Together with his fellow soldiers, he risked his live, as it happened, making an
attack against the " Hangman of Prague ", Reinardh Heydrich, appointed by Hitler to oversee the final solution of the Jews.

Czechoslovakia, emission | e
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.4 THE RESISTANCE

Greece and Yugoslavia were very active in the partisan fight against
the common enemy. The arms and munitions provided by the allies
helped particularly in the attacks to German troops.

After September 9, 1944 partisan groups were very active in Bulgaria.
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In France the resistance has volunteers all over the country; men, women, priests and nuns are involved. As many other
people they sacrificed their lives to save other lives and to fight against the enemy.
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Abbot Rene Bonpain Jacques Renouvin, leader of the FElise Rivet, Superior of Convent
Superior of Rosendael, North Trench Movement “ Combat “ of Compassion Lyon




2. 1 HEROES AND HEROIC ACTIONS

Several are the people, fighters and not, who should be remembered for their heroism. We simply report some of them who most
deserve our gratitude. To assist the wounded soldiers on the troop transport ship Dorchester, torpedoed by a u-boat, four military
chaplains sink with them.
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Father Maximilian Kolbe sacrifices

himself taking the place of a prisoner,
in the bunker of hunger in Auschwitz
concentration camp. ¥ &
After 15 days of agony he was killed by o e
an injection of carbolic acid. RYCIER, ™

Raoul Wallenberg saved thousands of Hungarian

Jews by * Passport Wallenberg “. Taken by the Soviet
troops in 1945, he died
in 1947,




2.2 HEROES AND HEROIC ACTIONS

Heroes are those who fight and risk their lives to save other lives. Heroines are the mothers who lose five children to defend their

homeland.

Oscar Schindler
saved about 1,100
Jews letting them
work in his
comparny in
Krakow as

staff useful in the
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Audie Murphy, the most
decorated American

soldier in the 20 world war
for heroic actions
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Tha Sullivan Brathers.
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Embarked on the cruiser Juneau, the
five Sullivan brothers are Killed on
November 13,1942 when the ship is
sunk in the battle of Guadalcanal.
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. 1 SECRET CODES AND SPIES

Deciphering the "Enigma" Code adopted by Germany was possible thanks to a Pole, Marian Rejewski, and to the Englishman Alan
Turing, both mathematicians. They worked with other mathematicians in Bletchley Park located Northwest of London.
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4. 1 THE PRISONERS’ MAIL

For prisoners in the concentration camps receiving the correspondence from their family represented a moment of relief from the
vains of everyday life. For many of them the detention continued well after the end of World War 11, for some others the captivity
but an end to their lives.
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Au prisonnier
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5 Deutschland (Allemagie)
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France , January 7,1944: postcard for the correspondence of prisoners in German camps, censorship Stalag VB 16
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Turin, April 24,1944: letter to prisoner n. 8564-1t. in the Stammlager I'B, with censorship



4.2 THE PRISONERS’ MAIL

The International and National Red Cross has always worked hard to assist prisoners also favouring the delivery of mail.
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ITALIAN PRISONERS OF WAR.
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Non é permesso di scrivere su quista cartolina
altre ehe la data e il neme del speditore.

E permesso di cancellare quelle frasi o parole
che mon serveno,

Se si aggiungono alire parole questa cartolina
sara distrutta,

Sto bene
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It very often happens that a prisoner is only allowed
to use pre-printed forms deleting phrases or words
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4.3 THE PRISONERS’ MAIL

The Red Cross has always worked hard to inform families in which camp their relatives were. Enquiries were often negative, but
the search would continue all the same.
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3.1 THE HORRORS OF WAR

Over the centuries man has accomplished any sort of bad actions. What happened during the second world war represents a limit
hardly surmountable because of the number of human beings involved.

504 of the massacre of Polish soldiers and
Polska ctvilians in Katyn
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Italy: in memory of the deportation of the Jews of Rome, of the Fosse Ardeatine, of massacres of Sant!Anna di Stazzema and
Marzabotto

Even in the Army there was a mass shooting involving the troops of the Acqui Division stationed in Kefalonia. The estimated
figures are of 5,000 soldiers and 400 officers shot in retaliation on the island from 24" to 28" September, 1943.
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3.2 THE HORRORS OF WAR

When the allies begin to occupy the Polish and the

German territories they bump into the concentration
camps. The sight is beyond imagination and the
recovery of survivors will be long. Many of them
will die because of their hard physical suffering.
About 15,000 people were saved from the infamy
of the camps by the Swedish Count Bernadotte, of
the International Red Cross.

Nk ,.w;,; ' ; #ﬁﬂiﬂﬁ liberate Holocaust survivors, early 1945
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3.3 THE HORRORS OF WAR

The death camps in Poland were able to absorb the largest number of Jewish prisoners. The gas chambers and crematories were
operating 24 hours a day, especially in the run-up to the arrival of the Soviet troops.
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3.4 THE HORRORS OF WAR
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50 of the liberation from the camps by the allies
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Remembrance of Sachsenhausen camp
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The visit of Pope John Paul IT in Lublin and the Majdanek camp




3.5 THE HORRORS OF WAR

The Germans, aware of the crimes committed by the Nazis, have repeatedly acknowledged their sins and on every recurring event
they recognize the sacrifices inflicted on politicians, Jews, soldiers, ethnic minorities and so forth in the prisoner-of-war camps

and extermination camps.

50. JAHRESTAG DER BEFREIUNG DER GEFANGENEN
AUS DEN KONZENTRATIONSLAGERN
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BELGIQUE-BELGIE

The motto ' never again '

Even a German personality who 1s seldom remembered died in a camp: Georg Elser, who first attempted on Hitler's life on the
evening of November 8, 1939 in the Burgerbraukeller beer-house in Munich, where the Furher used to go to hold his speeches or
to meet the members of the Nazi party. Because of the bad weather conditions Hitler could not get the plane to Berlin, left the
Hall seven minutes carlier to catch a train and survived. 8 people died, 63 were wounded, 16 of them very seriously.
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Georg Elser 4.1 _ 19073
- am 9.4,1945% im
:1{} EZ Dachau ermordet

Fresnisehland

ENRICO ALLONI
VIA CARDUCCI 49/B
T-26845 CODOGNO ()
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Germany, Chemnitz , December 24, 2012: letter to Italy, stamped with the value remembering Georg Elser died in Dachau



1. THE NUREMBERG AND TOKYO TRIALS

After World War II the trials of Nuremberg and Tokyo against "war criminals” start. The Potsdam Conference is the last meeting
of the winners. There the new borders between Poland and Germany are defined. Germany is divided into four occupation zones.

[ END OF THE STORY ... WE DO HOPE SO
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