The largest armed conflict in the history of mankind, which caused about 63 million military and civilian
casualties involving Nations from all continents, goes from September 1, 1939 to September 2, 19435.
Born from the harsh Treaty of Versailles, drafted at the end of the great war, the second world war marks
the pinnacle of the sacrifice of human lives on earth, in the skies and on the seas with, at the same time,
the largest military operations, as for men and means employed, never before completed successtully. It
also defined the supremacy of airpower and carrier vessels on traditional battieships.
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A FROM VERSAILLES TO THE TRIPARTITE 1. 1 THE RISE OF NATIONAL SOCIALISM

After the 1* world war, a Peace Conference was held in Paris, on January 18, 1919. On February 9, Marshal Foch, Supreme
Commander of France, presented the following final proposals about the conditions of the Armistice. On May 7, 1919 Germany
was given the peace plan drafted by the victorious Nations. In May 1919, on the 28th the Treaty of Versailles was signed. It put an

end to the war. At least everyone hoped it would, but . . . .
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Marshal Foch is supposed the have said the following prophetic sentence: "this is not peace, it is an armistice for 20 years "
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54 CHATEAU DE VERSAILLES. — La Salle du Congrés, — Lo Tribune.
Congress-Room. — The {ribune, — LL.

May 7, 1919 : greetings from the Peace Congress on the very day the Germans were delivered the peace project




1.2 THE RISE OF NATIONAL SOCIALISM

Historians now recognize that the harsh conditions imposed on Germany by the Treaty of Versailles, together with the great
depression of 1929, caused a deep discontent in the German people, and favoured the spreading of the National Socialist ideas of
Adolf Hitler and his movement.
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1923

DeutichesiRet

=l .|

=0,

AR AN
i o .

)

The fight to get the power in Germany ends in 1933 when Hindenburg appoints Hitler Chancellor of the Reich.
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Deutfchland, Deutfhland iiber alles! |
30. 1. 1933 |
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®ostal stationery praising Hitler's rise to power





































































































































































































































































































































































