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Kingdom of Sicilg: 7859 - 18GO

The Kingdom of Sicily was the last old Italian State to use the stamps,
from January 1, 1859.

In 1850, ten years after t}:.e penny black, the first was the Lombardo-
Veneto. Later the other State became to use their stamps until the
kingdom of Naples, that provided in 1858.

Last but not least the Kingdom of Sicily, after many essays, chose
seven wonderful stamps - due to the great engraver Tommaso Alojsio
Juuara - considered among the most beautiful old stamps in the
world. They \Mere used until 1860, may or Ju1y, related to the General
Giuseppe Garibaldi gradual advance (1860, May for the occidental
side of Sicily, and July for the oriental side).

The fine postmark that had to cancel the stamps, made in the shape
of a horse-bit to respect the image of the K.g, is unique in the world.

The stamps were printed in sheets of 1OO, partly in Naples (handmade
paper, porous) and partly in Palermo (white paper, more consistent
and polished), so that we have for the 7 stamps 14 different plates.

Exposition plan

The exposition describes the history of this stamps, from the Decree
introducing the use of the stamps in Sicilg (1858, Nouember2g) to the
different types o/ essay s realized before to choose the definitiue set, to
the stamps - that are classified in 14 tapes - unused, used" and. on
letters, to the manA retouche.s o/ the tables, to the uarieties and errors,
until to the fakes and thè reprints, made or to cheat the collectors or to
help them to complete the albums.

- Decree introducing the use of tLrc stamps and the 7 ualues page 2

- The essagts

- The neu postmarks and the ink colous

- The 7 stamps in the 14 different plates

- The retouched stamps

- Engrauing and printing defects and uarieties

- Fakes andrepints

pages 3/5

pages 6l 13

pages 14166

pages 67/84

pages BSl91

pages 92196



Kingdom of Siczlg - 1859 '1860

The Roval decree and the 7 starnPs

The Ferdinando II Royal decree introducing the use of the stamps in Sicil.v from

and the expected *"ràr, values: rL graao.l grano, 2 gran4 5 grana' 10 grana' 20 g
1859. January i,

e 50 grana.

( ,r53 
)

COLLEZIONE DEILE LEGGI

B &BO DAGEBAS BBABB

DELLE DUE SICILTE.

Anno 1858.

N.o 229.

DEL RBGNO

r*0{0{0#*{dc,io+

1:( N.o 5386. ) Dncnrro col quale si prescriue I'u,so tle'b0t[i,'''

,lt 
'i; 

pitii n'r;ao,ttr,it-rii tli tìt'ctet Farò, e se ne approaa il' it. -iiiirio,nd,ente 
regolamento cli serutzio' ir

Caserta, 29 Novembre 1853'

FERDINANDO II. PER LA GRAZI.A' DI DIO RR DEL REGNO DELLE

DIIE §ICILIE , DI GERUSALEImIE ec' Duca DI P'{RtrIA ' PIÀcE\za 
',

casrRo ec. ec. GRAN PnIN0IPE EREDITÀRIo DI ToscrrNA ec' dc' ec'

Vecluto il rapporto del nostro Luogotenente generale

in Sicilia;"^ 
§;iil;"posizione det Ministro segretario di stato per

*f i-rf*f Aikcitia presso la nostra.r'cal Persona;

"' uJ'ià'ii'roiito c'o"iglio ordinario di Stato ;

Àlrbifuo risolutò ùi" deffetare, e tleffel'iamo quanto

seque.""i;;: {. Dai rlì primo cti sennajo 1!5?^i: lÌl^'l: l'1:#
" 

fiì;.*hi che si upedistonipct lò inter*o.
rlpl'Rr,Éno e ner I'eslel'o sùranno Il'ancatt

interno delle due Parti. t'^-^^mercè I'aPPo-
il valore deila :.

o I plegnl cile §r

clel Regno e Per
, ;irffi .";i à'b.rl" ii t* !, LT l:::^-:tante 

i I valo re

;;; p.;i-t. firsoto còn antiiii7azionc'
L'trso

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
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Kingdom of Sicilg - 1859 -1860

The essavs

In N{arc}r 1858 Giuseppe Barone" an engraver in Palermo" submitted to the Vicero-v of Sicil,v his
prooti of printing that were abie to obtain. with a singie impression. the design of colored portug.
stalnps also $ith the embossed engraving. His proofs u,ere realized on pup.. of various colors:
white. blue. pink. r'ellou'and lilac. Are know.n more than 20 essal,s in r,,ery-different colors.

White paper

paper

I'ellow.

light blue blue dark blue vermillon pink buff

Blue paper

YeIlow

I.
m

oraÉge

lt.. ;.:
t ';; "iiMI,@ -.. 1

gra)' i'iolet black green dark sreen no colour

Pink paper

lilac

black

7



Kingdom of Sicilg - 1859 '1860

The essavs

The farnous engraver Tornmaso Aloysio Juvara \\as comÉlissionei i'l saJi\e ihe 'lnginai rnatns

representing the effrgy of the King Ferdinando and the punches ir-lJri:li;t-- the iaiues oithe st\ei1

stamps, as r+,ell as t[; cancel]ation stamp in the shape ;i an h,rrsesht-'e, lt the end oi \lar 18-i8'

Juvara presented the essays of all the expecied values in the ntrn-detìnttir " 
Ù'-'iors'

The sketch of the effigy, cancellation stamp aud colors apprÙled br the Khg u a-' been crt"ited b1

the painter Carlo La B-arbera. The press *'u, .nt*tted to the La Barbera and Lao printers'

% Grano color tests by La Barbera and Lao

ffiHffiE
,Hg €àHi

HffiHit+E:?r .è+é:{=G=-=

biood red

Artist's proof

Gr.10 -vellori

ocra yellow light olive bistre

bright bluelight blue

1i1ac grey

The ultramarine proof with the experitnental cancellation in the shape of-a horseshoe

ultramarine

garnet pale gre,v



Kingdom of Sicilg - 1859 -1860

The-essavs

The dissatisfaction of the Postal Authorities fbr the tests of La Barhrera and Lao led to the
assignment to the engineer Pampilloniaof a job aimed at verifiing in France the existence ot'other
printing s!stems that rvould give better results. French engraver Lesachè rr'as sir.en the task of
prepaing a new essay.ruith the effig,v of the King. These essa)'s are n'ithout indication ol..'alue.

pink

Not even these essays printed in
stick more to the Juvara trials. So,

the indication of value.

grey blacK pmK

the Lecoq §pography pleased the authorities. that requested to
in November 1858 other essays were prepared with and without

GR.2 violetblack w-ithout value

While the printing of the definitive stamps had already been carried out by the La Barbera and Lao
typography, in February 1859 the Engineer Pampillonia asked three different French engtavers for
new essays.

ffim
The Pampillonia red essa-"-. the only'known

cR.2light yeilow
the only known

GR.2 green greyish
the oniy known

blue black



<:-€:'

Kingdom of Sicitg - 1859 '1860

The nju-Postmarks

The special mark for the stamPs

restyled image of an horseshoe)'

A type of mark absolutell.unique 1n the 
u'or1d u'as selecred'ro cancei the stan.rps r'vith the protìle ol

Her Majesty Ferdinando. taking the ima_ce froni an horse-bit of the XIX ce,turl'. The photo here

reproduced shows rike I discovèred the oiigi,-, of the postmark looking ro an horse-bit hanged to an

externar walr of *f n-'o.,n ain retuge (betore it r,,as co1l11,1on opinion that the postmark was a

.qù
-t
;É.

'r-'ll '

l'

: :*
#

"/,,y' z

The particular mark
1860, FebruatY 22)

is clearly visible
in which it was

in these letters fionr Palermo (1859' Ntarch 19 and

f'ortuitousll. and rvrongly put also ou the front'



Kingdom of Sicitg - 1859 - 1860

The postmark upside dou'n

The u.onderful and unusual postmark used on the stamps of Sicill' \\'as someiimes hanged upside

dou,n. It has been common opinionso far that the o\-erturn to be made ior sake of the King

Ferdinand II image.
fodal', after the examination of a good rrumber of letters. it is belier ed that tire postmark r.rps,'Je

do1m $-as not use io corrupt the image of the Krng. Probabll the posttnalt. i'.hen tli.' -rirll,lls
weren't on the right side of the letter. pror ided Ic tum just those letters l.t r"or!: nl.'l'. ;'a>il\.

oJuk"

I /-//7 r2\*

F-irst rate letters
stamp w-as put on

tì'om Palenno To \lazara and Trapani (18,rq). The I grana

the left and so the postmark appears affised r-rpside dou-n.

The seven values vn'ith the

l-
-

postmark upside down, not to comrpt the sovereign image.

't/ i'

{

E



Kingdom of Sicìlg - 7859 '7864

The ner- Postmarks

The nominatir e Postmarks

only Palermo had ag\À/ rì6minative malks. -P-\LERIIO P'\RTE\Z-\- a,d *P-{.ER}IO -{RRn-o'''

with day, month and -":ear from the beginning of 1859. The other a8 post+ffices continued to use

the existing marks. 'it o. from april 1859 C,\ITL\ISSETTT C-{Tr\aL GIRGE\TI' \OTO'

SIRACUSA and TRAPA-\I received the ne\\ qTE xith the dare' UESSI\A had it froirr the

beginning of 1860.
-.-

drq
w4

€-
é=

4=§;'-

st.*ÉÉ,rBÈs

1 GE§§g

PALERUO P-A.RTENZA and p,LmnUO ARRM on letters without stamp:

for first rate letters. Both letters were mailed
in this case the tax o'3"

in Palermo and Messina
grana handwritten was due

in Sici

$ {*-*#'gou *.rzt Ytà ".*n 
"4Y fu

1 GtrhTP



Kingdom of Sfcdtg - lgig _ 1g60

The nerr rrostmarks

The colour of the marks

Palemro used the brack coror ibr the mark "plLER\.Io p\RTE\,A--
u'as used in red.

here *ere put the data and tne "bop.cLrRs-{" mark (doLrble.";;i'i-:.';-.t r?;:.t1':;".';iliIt leaved paienno 1959_..: Ja1uary. puttine the mark..prle[vo p\RTE\7_\..in red andchanging the tax from "5" in "3 " . ti. n.r, tax tbr one sheet refter u ithout stamps.

Onl) rhe -ì oi.ianuarr I g_i9 it

2 grana dark
fragment with

cobalt, plate I, par, nn. 33134 on
the "PALERMO PARTENZA,,in red
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Kingdom of Sicilg - 1859 - 1860

2 grana. bright blue. plate I,
on tiagment vv'ith parl of the
MATK "PIROSCAFI POSTALI
FRANCESI" used in Genova

fups not cancetteO "'

They are very scarce the used stamps of Sicil,v r.vithout the horse-bit mark.

5 grana pink carmine" plate I. with the mark
"PALERMOPARTENZA" of April 1859

others few stamps and letter knou,n rvere given directl-v to the ship

only with
1 grano, probably from the same letter,
the mark "GENOVA 2 MAG 1859"

2 grana, bright blue. plate II,
with part of the mark"Diritto
Pontificio" used in Civitavecchia

1 grano grayish olive green, plate II, with the points mark of the French ships
and 2 grana cobalt. plate II, with the numeral cancellation "1896" of Marsiglia.

tr



Kingdom of Sicilg - 1859 - 1860

Stamns not cancelled with the horse-bit mark

Very few letters with stamps of Sicily without the

horse-bit mark, given directly to the ship are known .

)
o*à

2 grana light b1ue. plate I, on first rate letter from Palermo. 1859 June 29, to Naples by

the Vesuvio of the Morrison Seager Company. On arrival was put on the stamp the

mark"AGDI»' (Amministratore Generale della Posta) and near it the mark "Pacchetto a

vap.tli Siciliafuori valigia". The letter was charged 3 grana, like a letter not prepaied,

Only ta*o letters recordedwith the fwo marl<s and the "AGDP" on the Sicily stamp

2 grana greenish blue, plate III, on first rate letter from Catania, 1859 July 9, to Messina. On

arrival was put twice on the stamp, not cancelled in Catania, the mark "MESA 1859 9 LUGa"

The onlv recorded letter with the mark of lv[essina on the Sicilv stamp



Kingdom of Sicilg - 1859 - 1860

The new postmarks

The colour of the marks

ink colour, used by about all the post offices. But
used for short periods by some offices to mark the

is known in 6 post offices:
RANDAZZO and TRAPANI

also the blue. the red and
letters and not alwal,s aiso

Black was the official
the green colour were
the stamps.

The nse of the blue ink. u'ith different nuances. is known in 5 post offices:
CHIUSA, MODICA, SANTA CATERNA. SICULIANA and VALLELUNGA

The use of the red ink. with different nì.rances.

BURGIO. CASTELTERMINI. PATTI. PI AZZ A,

The use of the green ink, with difÈrent nuances is known in 5 post offices:
LICATA, SCIACCA, SIRACUSA. SANTA CATERNA and VALLELLNGA

7

,ffi



Kingdom of Sicilg - 1859 - 1860

The nen postmarks

The blue ink of SICL LI \\.\
on three rates letter to
Palermo with strip of I grana

light blue. II plate. nn.-18 50.

The grm irk d V,{LLELUI.IGA
on first rate letter to Palermo
with2 grana,blue, I plate, n"12

The colour of the marks

The r€d ink of PATTI on two
raes k*ter to Cdania with two
2 grana dark cobalt fI plate,

nn.49 and 59.

J#I"H,$ffS.,q,:l{:r

-/'
', /'rt | {r'

.. / : I/-.l/
/

i-

ifr,t,,ff1ti'

{é /»;à''rà
,,!



Kìngdom of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

The Stamps

All the stamps rvere printcd in sheets of i00 divided into 4 groups of 25 b1. tìre copper plates
assembied together. But lrom the 7 values were produced 13 plates. taking into account the
deterioration of copper and the greater use of some values. So r.vere made 2 tables for tire 1i'2 and
the 5 grana and 3 tables for the values of 1 and 2 grana.

Y, Grano - Two plates - Quantity: 235.000 stamps printed, 137.561 sold

The lower value of the Sicilian issue was printed to pay the first rate (one sheet) of Ne**spaper,s,
Circulars, printed paper and also lo supplentenl lhe rate of'lelters v,ith u{tached drufi or receipt..
Were used lwo plates and the.first one had seven retouched stamps.

% Grano: plate I

GR.% orange
(Palenno paper)

GF.. Y, orange
(Naples paper)

GF. % r ellou light orange
(Naples paper)

GR. Y, brownish yellow

§aples paper)
GR. % dark orange

§aples paper)

GR. % orange (Palenno paper)

block of 10: pos.86/90. 96/100

ffim



Kingdom of Sicilg 7859 - 1860

GR..% orange
(Palermo paper)

The Stamps

% Grano: plate I (used)

GR- % orange

§aples paper)

GR. Y2 dark orange

§aples paper)

GR-% yellow light orange

§aples paper)

GR % olive yellow

§aples paper)
GB.. % brownish yellow

§aples paper)

pair GR. Yz darkorange

§aples paper)

cR. % light yellow

§aples paper)

E

*.}

#
s



Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

The Stamps

% Grano: platq I (newspapers)

,,, S'P''lu''*iq'
. ,:x

*i '

t

tkry
t iltcrmo 2$ sonnaro {85s

fie I0 fiffi m
ffimR@u0trhT&&m eBffi &R[0

GR.r: _i;r:',;.1,:r'. 1\lplrr rrpeil:'Dlt.ri.;E\E :,i j,'.r^rl.ar, ln. .\-". r-:.'..:-:: -:r. r'::a

.,q lis §nm. 12'1.

ffiM
:[ in,m

associazione è in Falerr*,r Iarì 5 , t)at ;'rricipr urr irjrilcslre il Proviecia ptEr 'iu'
. /cr u.r Lrl!llt:tlr'lrli r. j. L',r {,i' i ' Iil ,;. ,! 1.

1ràjra sri- [ i-rir,g*r., per l ass'rciazi'ne prl altro frrroco di
';r,r,r !n,iirr l tt,t l"tt;t'.trl l,rl ,i,' Ii po.,u ,l G"t'eirre d"i Yaptrt 'i4' Gio'la0lri

.on,,gr".o la lrancIi6ia Posirle. ,J ilur,rtitla rr*ll-UlHtrio iÙ Yiii Càr1ai n'

(,ll
.,,:1 l,: gn11liIulr,ione dellit



Kingdom of Sicìlg 7859 - 7860

The Stamps

% Grano: plate I (lettersl

GR. % orange §aples paper) on first rate letter (1859, November 1) to Caltanissena added to the 2 grana to
pay a receipt included (like described). Anomalous use of the "pnl-ERlto ARRrvo" mark on outgoing letters.

GR- y, orange §aples paper), 4 stamps on first rate letter to Santo Stefano di Camastra of 1 859. March 3.

7

* (Zz z-,,o &7



Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

The Stamps

% G to - Two plates - Quantit;,': 235.000 stamps printed" 137 .561 sold

% Grano: plate II

GR*% orange
(Palermo paper)

GF.. % bright orange
(Palermo paper)

GF.. % orange

§aples paper)

GR. % dark orange

§aples paper)

GR. % orange (\aples paper)

Stlip of 4: pos.71,'7-1. er Alphonse

E

:



Kingdom of Sicilg - tgsg - tg6|

The stamns

Gr. % orange
(Palermo paper)

Gr.% orange
§aples paper)

Gr. % b.ight orange
(Palermo paper)

Gr.Yz dark orange
(Naples paper)

-

0 1860

di uno annuzio di
crrpia d.elle carte

septrato tarà, uno,

': i ,

n}a[t[0
J

tndis ce que
le fleuve I-

t'Erai s;otéà
fra ncs.

d' un radier
aud.essus, pi

n t,,

ioage tel qu'
dr érluses

;., résist.c à
àutre syslé.

est plus
,aux eaur de

octfe.l otlre
Sicule , eL

vnuées.

-Datots.

Dubois

cornmuniq ué

eonsertatrici, alle crisi .oF
, e,..t.r i r, rr ft r ri,,. n",,,r.' " 

; r 
"i"lll t'li,l?,i,,t"t3il

p, I it ica d r.n, ri.rr u r rieenz ir-1 n6.'5;li;ì'ii;';;;.J;
dcÈilt uoorirìi è dir isa in n
grrrie: rlur.rli .lr. i",,i"", 'lur ltrtncipali cate-

slr0rnn,., r,,1,po rrane,,.r,,;iilll#,,; 3,1.','ji,.to"'l'rltti ,rD"-r; ,.r. i i..L
vi,rrosrranu rri srrrrirr, ;rJiilff;dJ,1' 

-JHi:
lrnre nr/[a. Da s.tre rrresi qrrrfrrti ; q"rii;;;;giiìnì--nl i l,r I i r i,,i sorpassr,,, t,u.p*tr riiur' O.iin
l::"j,: ::lj:1,"- r s1, i r àzio, i o .i *i,,..uJ,,n"n"i.,jisol)ra t'rttrrrl lÌ1r1r111p I, er.rrrr,,rrria pubblicì-e
:11":lr] ] ha rsii,iru ,.,,me ,,grora a1u {luc-
l:r::,:1, .,- e Eli u,,nrini 

"t,. É l,rututsonu" uta gil.rarrtlseo0o sono *.;r. ut i,"r.rJI n.ij
l:::.-lr,y rnoriri inrlreriori. t_,..o,iì,*ìn"."iriil
Hovernl sulla politrrra . e r.5i.*gg. ;";;;:lessp l'ecrlrrrrflìia rlellc naztur)t e crrlle rra-zrorr e tr) rnezzo al loru rrrol,o fatrle si Àuov'opurc e lrerJ rr ra.

Ce;.1.o non e la quistione r.lell,ltalia centraloo d,,lle. Rr,rnagrre e lre ttr'herir il ,,;;i;;n";;
1.",;l:-",1.", 

.J' [irr r,,[,;r: r,ul.l.a (l ua * ta l, q r;;;ì;;;rrarr,.a n dr.liirriIivamente risr,Iutr; ."r,i i .iu.ìii

E

Gr'%orange (Naples paper) on "LE FERROVIE SICITLE- of *ffiaper first rate.

rana plate II (n

% Grana nlate II (usedl



Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

The Stamps

1 Grano - Three plates - Quantity: 540.000 stamps printed, 443.096 sold

The value of I grano was useful ta pay the fare of letters sent within the postal district ffirst
rate) or the hatf sheet after the first rate for the other letters. Were used three plates and

the first and the second one had retouched stamps (respectively twenty-two and seven).

L Grano: plate I
§aples paper)

GR. 1 deep rust bror.t,n

GR. 1 olive green grayish
(second state)

GR. 1 olive brown
(second state)

GR. 1 olive brown gray
(second state)

GR. 1 bro*n rust

E



Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 7860

The Stamps

1 Grano: plate I (used)

§aples paper)

GR. I deep rust brown

GR- 1 brown rust: strip of 4 on fragment
(pos.9 6,97,98 retouched,99)

GR. 1 olive brown grayish
(second state)

E

pair GR. 1 olive green grayish
(second state)

GR. L brown rust GR. 1 olive brown

GR. 1 olive brown

E



Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

The Stamps

ry*4o é/
,x;

9I{ét
GR. 1 broun rust \\ìth 3 grana f plate ll ) oll pafi of the Ìit-rttt 

"f 
a registered lener tì'c'nl

ADER\O', The correct feJ of ths u1ìo1e iettei ttas -l gratla' like first rate registered iener'

late I (letters
§aples paper)

s&;*5,g- arQ-/

GR.loiiregreengralish(secondState)\\ith]sratladarkcobalt(platel)onletterola-.heetallcla
halffronrVlessina(Jarruan30.1859.asnotedin-side).Theabsenceofthestartirtgrnarkisutlusttal.



w'Kingdom of Sicilg/ 1859 - 7860

The Stamps

I Grano: plate I (leffers)
§aples paper)

GR. 1 olive brown (second state)
blue on three rates and half letter

with 3 stamps of 2 grana(plate I) bright
from Girgenti (Agrigento) to Palerrno.

GR. f brown rust betw'een two Gr.l olive brown (second state) on letter of a sheet
and a half from MAR.SALA to vietri (salerno), sea route from palermo (transit

mark of Palermo, Novemberg, 1859) toNaples with the "corriere siciliano,,.



Kingdom of Sicilg 7859 - 7860

The Stamps

1 Grano: plate II

GR. I greyish olive green
(Palermo paper)

GR. 1 dark brown olive
§aples paper)

GR. 1 olive brown

§aples paper)
GRI light olive brown

§aples paper)

GR. 1 olive
§aples paper)

GR.l greyish olive
(Naples paper)

GR. 1 olive brown §aples paper), strip of i0: pos.51160, exAlphonse E

)

§E

=GB":



Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

The Stamps

I Grano: plate II (usedl

GR. 1 greyish olive green
(Palermo paper)

GR. 1 dark brown olive
§aples paper)

GR. 1 olive brow-n

§aples paper)
GR.f hght olive brown

(Naples paper)

GR.1 olive
§aples paper)

GR. greyish olive §aples paper), fragment with
strip of 4: pos.31,32 (double engraving), 33,34

GR.l greyish olive
§aples paper)



t

Kingdom of Sicilg 7859 - 7860

The Stamps

1 Grano: plate II (Ietters)

GR. 1 light olive brown §aples paper) on first rate leÉer from Messina

§ovember 28, 1859) to Catania. Franked I instead of 2 gr., it was

taxed and the "AFFRANCATURA INSUFFICIENTE" maTk was affrxed.

,/ ,4 /)7 /7 t./,/
- ,,/ --t'-É-4 (-> 7

GR. I greyish olive green, pair with part of the lower stamps (the first retouched)

on first rate letter from Palermo (August 23,1859) to Rafladali (Agrigento).

7



Kingdoln of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

GR. I dark brotn rjlj\e 1\aples
a half tiorl \lessirra (FebrLran

T'he Stamps

I Grano: plate II (letters)

paper) ri ith GR.l brlue cobalt tplate I) on letter o1-a sheet ancl

5. I8-i9) to Palermo. sea route s ith tlte "Etna" ite ar.Ìler

GR. 1 gref ish olive with GR. 5
letter of a sheet and a half

pink carrnine (plate I)
from Paiermo (June

on front ola registered
13. 18i9) to S.-{gata.

7



Ringdon of Sicilg 7859 - 1860

I Grano: olate II (letters)

GR. 1 greyish olive §aples paper), two pairs on
(May 14, 1859) to Catania. The first of the second

second rate letter from Messina
pair is a retouched stamp (pos.59).

;ffi?r{710
GR. 1 greyish olive §aples paper),

§ovember 7, 1859) to Palermo. The
two strips of three on tlree rates letter from BROLO
second stamp of each strip is retouched (pos.59 and 69).
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Kingdom of Sicilg 7859 - 1860

GR. I light olive green
(Palermo paper)

The Stamps

I Grano: plate III

GR.1 olive green

§aples paper)
GR.l olive green
(Palermo paper)

GR. I dark olive green
(Naples paper)

GR.l dark olive green
(Palermo paper)

GR. 1 light olive green, block
(Palermo paper)



Kìngdom of Sicilg 7859 - 7860

GR. 1 light olive green

(Palermo paper)

GR. I dark olive green

(Naples paper)

GR. I dark olive green §aPles
paper) and GR. 1 dark olive gteen

(Palermo paper) on fragment,

GR.l olive green
(Palermo paper)

GR..l dark olive green
(Palermo paper)

GR. 1 olive gteen (Naples paPer)

strip of three (pos.33,34,35)

The Stamps

1 Grano: plate III used

ffi
R. 1 olive green

§aples paper)



Kingdom of Sicitg 1859 - 1860

The Stamps

1 Grano: rrlate III (letters)

GR. 1 clark olrle greell (\aples paper). pos.19. on first rate ]efier tiotrr Palerrlltl

(August 18. 1tii9)to Siracusa. j'h" rut.'of 1 grano *as c't-,lr tbr first rate letter

..i,t.,i,-, the postal dist.ct but. stran-se and rare. the letter \\as 1.'ìot tared'

In the king-s protite there ìs a small origiral staìn in the tbrehead.

GR. 1 light olive green (Palermo

rate letter from TRAPANI (MaY 8,

May 9, 1860, two daYs before

paper), pair Pos.26l27, on first
j soo) to Palermo, where arrived

Garibaldi's landing in SicilY'

(--7
V

,/6
.t -/-7--?

'' f // ./ - ./o-.ro z)z-t rz --r 5'/->z--,o-.-*-- r r/rlro .-r',-;-- é, ry',l
?.-e ,/-.'z> r'.1- - ."2 , // ' ' /', a"r' /-'4 r' '- 
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Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

GR. 1 dark olire green
of a sheet and a half

The Stamps

I Grano: plate III (letters)

(Palermo paper) witr GR2 bright bhrc (phe [) on leuer
frm CALTAGIRONE (Iuty 22. tt59) to Monterosso.

GR I olive green (Naples paper), two stamps with GR2 light blue (plate t) on
double rate letter from Palermo (October l, 1859) to Girgenti (Agrigento today).

rffi;;h
h

H
-l

-Z-o )"{> é--/

q^
,/: /

il
ii,'1i1. )J\.)

'§. É
!*'..l

'a'1:'7 a""f,Lt C
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Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

The Stamps

1 Grano: plate III (letters)

GR. I dark olive green @alermo paper)

of a sheet and a half from GIRGEIII
strip of three (pos.36/38) on letter
November 17. 1859) to Messina.

fi,1it1'.4,
l, \ "\

'\-'.,'../

GR. 1 dark olive I

66.65) on double
§aples paper). four
letter from Palermo

stamps (pos.68.67,
to S. Aeara (1860).

green
rate



Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

The Starnps

2 Grana - Three plates - Quantity: 1.650"000 stamps printed, 1.471.101 sold

The valu.e of 2 grana, the most used stamp o.f sicilv, was useful to pa), the.first rate letter.for
an)t dist{ttlce within the Kingdom qf Naplei and Sicilt}, even b1, .sea v,ith postal ,;,tpors.
Three plaks were made: the first and tlte second one had rerou.checl stamps (re,spec,tivelv
eighteen and six).

2 Grana: plate I

GR.2 blue
(Palermo paper)

GR. 2 cobalt blue

§aples paper)

(Palermo paper)

GR.2 blLre (Palermo paper). block of sir tpos.83/85-9j/95)
The tu.o central stamps are retouched

GR.2 ultramarine blue
§aples paper)

GR. 2 light biue
(Naples paper)

GR. 2 pale blue
(Naples paper)

GR.2 blue
§aples paper)

GR.2 bright blue
Q'{aples paper)

'-ffi1
HHsffil
ffi?

E
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Kingdom of Sicilg 7859 - 186o-

The Stamps

2 Grana: plate I (usedl

GR.2 blue
(Palermo paper)

GR. 2 pale blue

§aples paper)

GR.2 blue
(Naples paper)

GR.2 bright blue

§aples paper)

GR. 2 cobalt blue

§aples paper)

GR.2 light blue
(Palermo paper)

GR.2 dark cobalt
§aples paper)

GR. 2 light blue

§aples paper)

GR.2 light blue (Palermo paper), four stamps
on fragment (pos.40,45,51 with retouche,52)

different plate on fragment:
GR.2 blue (Palermo paper) plate I, pair
and GR.2 blue (Palermo paper) plate III

ffi



ffiffil
l.

Kingd.om of SiciIY 7859 - 1860

a
-Ur

GR. 2 pale blue on tìrst rate lefter rnailed '\pril 6' 1859

tr.orri CASTROG]OVAN\l (Enna todal ) tLl Catatlia.

2 Grana: Plate I (letters)

GR.2 light blue (Palermo paper) pair, with 1 grano plate II, olive brown (Naples paper)'

2 granaplate III , tt,," (ùtà'*o. nuUo) t"d 5 g*nà plate l' pink carmine' on a partial

front of athird *,"-àgiri"r"d'lettei(12 gra:na) fiom Palermo (September,1859)'

The Stamps



Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 186o-

The Stamps

2 Grana: plate I (letters)

GR. 2 cobalt blue, pair, on double rate letter from MILAZZo to Palermo (March 5,1859)

GR.2 pale blue, strip of three (pos.22,23,24), on registered letter of a sheet and a
half from CATANIA (oval mark used in the first months of 1859) to Leonforte.



Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

The Stamps

2 Grana: plate I (letters)

GR 2 light blue (Naples paper), strip of four sramps (pos.37l40) on rwo sheers
registered letter from GIRGENTI (Agrigento today) August 7.ll5g to palermo.

GR.2 light blue (Palermo paper), six stamps (two, pos.8r and 84, with retouch)
on three sheets registered letter from MESSINA (December 5, 1g5g) to cefalù.

%èMÉ,ssrci$ §\

{
§



t-

Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

GR.2 blue
(Palermo paper)

The Stamps

2 Grana: plate Itr

GR. 2 cobait blue
(Naples paper)

GR. 2 dark cobalt

§aples paper)

E

GR.2 ultramarine blue
(Naples paper)

GR.2 bright blue
(Naples paper)

GR.2 light blue
(Palermo paper)

GR. 2 light blue

§aples paper)

GR. 2 blue (Palermo paPer)

strip of three (pos.58/60)



Kingdom of Sicilg 7859 - 1860

GR.2 blue
(Palermo paper)

GR. 2 bright blue

§aples paper)

The Stamps

2 Grana: plate II (usedl

GR.2 blue

§aples paper)

GR.2 ultramarine blue

§aples paper)

GR.2 light blue
(Palermo paper)

GR. 2 cobalt blue

§aples paper)

GR.2 pale blue

§aples paper)

GR. 2 light blue

§aples paper)

-

GR.2 dark cobalt

llIFE--relil

W



Kingdom of Sicilg 7859 - 1860

late II (letters

d--- '-, r^-- rate lefiei'
GR. 2 blue §apìes paper)' p": l0' sith lalse sheet edge otr trrst

from GlRGErrr (Feuri"an 
''' 

' 
859) to Catartla \\ itl't ualrsit rnark oi Palemr'-

GR.2 hright hltre t\aplcs paperr' pù''-.:'ott lirsl rate lÉncr

tiom AVoLa to paì!r;""' ithere arrired 'lutte 15' 1859'

!ùr-
'Gl

The StamPs



The ltamps

2 Grana: plate II (letters)

GR. 2 ctbalt blLre . pair ipos.8-1 retoLtched. 85 r cn Se cu'ilìd

raie letter tiom Palermo (Februan, i. i 8,i9 ) to Corleone,

GR.2 bright blue. strip of three stamps 1pos. 4 61on lefter maiìed in CasteÌlamntare del G..1tb

for Salerrii. ta\ed "per insLrfficienza francatura". On tlie f}ont is the date "lS aprite 1859".



Kingdom of Sicilg 7859 - 1860

The Stamps

2 Grana: nlate II (letters)

te registered

letter from VALLELLINGA to Palermo (mark "PALERMO ARRIVO 12 MAR 60")'

GR 2 blue (Palermo paper). pair and GR.2 cobalt blue on registered letter of
a sheet and a half from 

- 

LICATA to Palermo, s'here arrived April 1 8' 1 859 '

é"3r,
,rl

éir*j'

%d
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Kingdon of SicilY 7859 - 1860

ffi
GR. 2 greenish blue

§aples paper)

GR. 2 light blue
(Palermo paper)

The Stamps

GR.2 bright blue

§aples paper)

GR. 2 light blue, block
(Palermo paper)

GR.2 very dark blue

§aples paPer)

GR.2 blue
(Palermo paper)

2 Grana: nlate Ill



Kingdon of Sicìlg 7859 - 1860

The Stamps

2 Grana: plate III (used)

GR. 2 light blue
(Palermo paper)

GR.2 greenish blue

§aples paper)

GR. 2 light blue, fragment with a pair
and a single stamp (pos.39l40,91)

GR.2 very dark blue

§aples paper)

GR.2 blue
(Palermo paper)

GR 2 b.ight blue, strip of three
(pos.97,98,99)

GR.2 bright blue

§aples paper)

E



Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 7860

2 Grana: plate III (letters)

.:.
)

/
,/|l/ cQ t

' 
,"1

(,/' ,/ too,;/1,',,
/

GR. 2 sapohire blLre irorr
rate letter. ri ith the arrir ai

CHIUS.\ to PalÉ'nli.'. Ilrst
rrark (,i'\1ar.h 16. I Snr'

olive green on letter ofa sheet and a half
Palermo. The letter arrived April 5. 1860.

Convent ingunecli-q4al . gtovementg,.

E

GR.2 blue with 1 grana, Plate trI,
from MARSALA (APril 3, 1860) to

secend day of the Gancia's

,4/
o/c,/,'
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Kingdon of SiciIY 7859 - 1860

The Starnps

2 Grana: plate III (letters)

GR. 2 light blue, pair on first rate registered letter from

SCICLI to Palermo, where arrived on March 20. 1860.

GR 2 blue @alermo paper). strip of three stamps on three

sheetsletter from Palermo(August25, 1859) to Girgenti.

,.// ,,.7 -tr
"'-/ 

J 'to--,.1

l'. 'z1-., /1 - /)o
E

E
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Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

2 Grana: Plate III (lettersì

GR" , 
""ty 

dark blue §aples paper), three stamps on registered

letter of a sheet and a half from S'STEFANO DI CAMASTRA to

Messina, where arrived on July 28, 1859 (like mark on the back)

GR. 2 greenish blue §aples paper), strip of four stamps on two sheets registered

letrer from LEONFORTE 
-to 

Éalèrmo (mark "PALERMO ARR;VO 19 AGO 59")'

E

The oval maTk..ASSICURATA- was put on arrival in Palermo.

The Stamps

w

lru



Kingdom of Sicitg 1859 - 1860

The Stamps

5 Grana - Two plates - Quantity: 200.000 stamps printed, 95'388 sold

The value of 5 grana was useful for paying various letter fees' were 
-made 

two plates:the

first was printed on lr{aples paper oid'Polurmo paper, the second only on Palermo paper'

The first plate had 5 tetouched stamps' the second only one'

5 Grana: plate I - NaPles PaPer

GR.5 dark carmine

GR. 5 pink vermilion GR. 5 pink brick

GR. 5 pink carmine, block

(pos.21 I 72,3 7 32, ex AlPhonse)

:--;=w
r. "k;.j*;'.;-l-"i-5

.11 : .. ,-:: _.ii:
".-t: r .;r!4

g: ,'" '....r,-s I

,l . 
..... ,.-..-.j..*.,

,Ì'r1 .,- --.",,.::;;.1;;';:rt:1:,;;...S§.,I

GR. 5 pink carrnine

E

GR.5 carmine

GR. 5 blood red GR. 5 brown red

E

.ffi EffiM



Kingdom of Sicilg 7859 - 7860

GR. 5 pink carmine

GR. 5 pink vermilion

The Stamps

GR.5 dark carmine

GR. 5 blood red

Fragment from a letter mailed

to the ship. On arrival in NaPles

was put the mark "ANNIILLATO"

GR.5 pink carmine, striP of three
(pos.88, 89,90)

GR.5 carmine GR. 5 brown red

GR. 5 pink brick

t-

=rt=!

M



Kìngdom of Sicilg 1859 - 1864

The Stamps

.../ " /
aQ4la--*' /o tér

5 Grana: plate I - Naples paper (Iettersl

GR. 5 pink carmine on letter of two sheets and a half fiom CATANIA
(July 15, 1859) to NAPOLI. The letter arrived in Palermo (July, 18) and

left for Napoli on July 20 with the "Corriere Siciliano" (Florio Company).

%

GR.S carmine, two stamps on first rate letter from Palermo (March

29, 1860) with the ship "Elettrico" of the Florio Company, which left
for Napoli. On arrival in Genova the letter was taxed *5" (50 cent.).

E

l"?i;.// i ffi*>à*-8#,r

,//)



Kingdom of Sicitg 1859 - 7860

The StamPs

5 Grana: plate I - Naples paper 0ettersl

(Palermo-P-aPer)

J;ili;;."si'"*0.r."*'?f "'h"."'.1*l^Y1i?--,:li:Tffi1:
of the three ."girt"..Oì"ttlt known) to Palermo (I\4arch i6' 1860)

--GR.s 
ulood red with 1 grano greyish olive gteen

€;;" *er) Plate-II - ,.ltPlu:o:: ;"?:.T:::::::

"o)-']'

-d-1',,'o-/.e-z ,'?aa

tF - .rt
-./r'),u*".t 17't 

t'e
(/

':rff!""i 
1:o;?#;'r""'ta'e*st 23' 185e) to Girgenti

^,{tp
iF

7*fi/j:,'/ i,;$p

I
&.d
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Kingdon of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

The Stamps

5 Grana: plate [ - liaples paner 0ettersl

GR. 5 pink carmine with 10 grana dark blue and 1 -erano 
olive

green @alermo paper) plate III on registered letter of an ounce
(16 grana) from Palermo (September3, 1859) to Catania'

GR.5 dark carmine in pair plus 20 grana slate gray and 2 grana light blue
(Palermo paper) plate I on front of a letter of a sheet and a half from Messina

(December 19, 1859) to Genova with the French ship "Pausilippe". On arrival

the Ietter had the red mark'?IRoscail PosrALI FRANCESI" and was taked"2".

fur^,*;.t

,Z
-/



Kingdom of Sicilg 7859 - 1860

The Stamps

5 Grana: plate I - Palermo paper

GR. 5 light vermilion

GR.s vermilion
(different nuances)

5 Grana: plate I - Palermo paper (used)

GR. 5 light vermilion

GR. 5 light vermilion
Vertical strip of three

(pos.73, 83,93)

GR.5 vermilion
(different nuances)

GR. 5 light vermilion, pair

E



Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 7860

The Stamps

5 Grana: plate II - Palermo PaPer

ffiffi
GR. 2 bright vermilion

(different nuances)

GR.2 bright vermilion, block
(pos.83/84, 93194)

S-Grana: plate II - Palermo paper (usedl

GR.s vermilion

E

GR.5 vermilion GR.2 bright vermilion
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Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - L860

The Stamps

5 Grana: plate II - Palermo paper (letter)

-_

§§ii:il.i{,i

GR.5 bright rermilion. strip olibLr (pos. I -1t. uith 10 grana intiict.
pair (pos. 11.12) on registered letter olnro ounce and a half (-{il grana)
frorn PET. SOPRANA (Petraiia Soprana.lto Paienno (February l. 1860t.

J'he onl), known strip of -1 starnps of 5 grana plate II on letter



Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

The Stamps

10 Grana - Quantity: 100.000 stamps printed, 78.892 sold

The value of t 0 grana was useful to pa1, dffirent rates letter. Was ncade only one plate r;n

lttaples paper and huelve starnp,s of the cliché were retouched.

10 Grana

GR. 10 dark blue
(different nuances)

GR. 10 black indìgo GR. 10 indigo

GR. 10 black indigo, block
(pos.83/84, 93194)

10 Grana (used).

ffi I
GR. 10 dark blue
(different nuances)

GR. 10 indigoGR. 10 black indigo



Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 1864

'fhe Stamps

l0 Granafletters)

TI :

.'/t) ," 2tAi4-{1,*e
,/'

,/,/(Z
u/ft-t:é<--

4oZt*-=
-<*- 

-- 
----4''"é--t

GR. 10 dark blue on letter of one ounce

CASTELVETRANO to Palermo (arrival
and L ,. Llnusual

date \or etnber

l'ate. tì'onl
.. 18,i9 r

_jn

/-.é1-------4.t/

GR. 10 dark blue Plus 1 grano olive,

Messina (August 29,1859) to NaPoli
plate II, on one sheet letter from
with the French shiP "Vatican".



Kingdom of Sicitg 1859 - 1860

The Stamps

;-* ,0 irrdtro (por35) plus 2 grana pair cobalt blue, plate II pos'55/56, on one sheet and

a half letter from patermo (Janirary ie, :l|,SOl with thè sh!n- Cgrriere Siciliano"' Arrived

GR. 10 dark blue, po*tr, *itt 2 granablue (Palermo paper),.plate II pos'82, on

Three sheets registered letter from NARO to Palermo (arrival date March 5' 1860)

at the port of Civitavecctria trad the maTk "CfVITAVECCHIA DALLA VIA DI MARE"'

not common on letters from Sicily. on arrival in Roma was taxed "24" baiocchl

E

E



Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

The Stamps

20 Grana - Quantity: 100.000 stamps printed, 42.071 sold

The value of 2A grana was useful to pay dffirent rates, especial$, for letter addressed to

other ltalian States or abroad. Only one plate v,as made, printed on Naples paper, and only

one .stamp of the cliché was retouched-

20 Grana

GR.20 grar slate GR.20 black slate GR. 20 dark slate r.iolet

GR.20 purple slate

GR.20 gray slate, block
(pos.84/85, 94195)

GR.20 dark slate



!

Kìngdom of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

The Stamps

20 Grana (used)

GR.20 gral'slate GR.20 black slate GR. 20 dark slate r iolet

GR.20 dark slate GR.20 purple slate

GR. 20 gtay slate on part of a fw-o sheets letter from Palenno (January 26. 1859)

with the ship "Corriere Siciliano". At the port of Civitavecchia had the postal rnark
,,CIVITAVECCHIA DALLA VIA DI MARE". On arrival in Roma was taxed "32" baiocchi.

[E:@rEE4gEil



Kingdom of SiciIY 1859 - 1860

The Stamps

GR. 20 purple ,tu,. iffi*-u.* blue (palermo paper). plate I. on first rate letter to

Torino. u ith the rrenàh ship"s until Genova. The ietter' r"r11;n i1 Reggio (:illb:i)'

Mn. zo autk slate plus 5 grana pink carmine, plate

from Catania (Marc-h 25, 1860) to Genova with the

1.;'iì.;;;;;';; Nr;i 27. 1860. the same dal Garibaldi arrired in Palerr,o

é-o

I. on first rate ietter
French shiPs. To the

letter until Messina.

20 Gra$-d-ellers

rate (22 grana) 3 grana uere aclded to trallspoft the



Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 1860
-rì '

20 Grana (letters)

GR.20slategrayplus2granalightblue(Palermopapel),platel,onfirstrateletter
from Messina §ovemb "r"zt. 

trsll to Toiino, with-the French .hip _:1i]l::,.Jill
Ail,"j. 

"inJrài"r, 
a.iir"red directly to the ship, had the stamps cancelled u'ith the

mark with points unO u small anchoi and the circular nominative mark of the ship'

ln transit, Genova put the mark "PlRoscAFi POSTALI FRANCESI" and the tax

cancellatio, "10" (1 iirul, ^ 
if the letter had no stamp and was arrivitrg from France'

The Stamps



!

Kingdom of Sicilg 7859 - 1860

The Stamps

50 Grana . Quant§: 25.000 stamps printed, 7.174 sold

The value of 50 grana is obviously that less used. It was useful to pay the most high rate,

especially io, lrUrrc addressed abroad. Only one plate was made, printed on Naples paper

aid only two stamps of the cliché were retouched'

50 Grana

GR.50 brorvn lacquer
(different nuances)

GR. 50 dark purPle lacquer
(different nuances)

D brolru lacqtrer. block
(pos.2/3. 12i 13)

GR. 50 chocolate

GR.50 brouu

Ei-INEIIMI

W



Kingdom of SiciIY 7859 - 1860

GR.50 brorvn lacquer

The Stamps

50 Grana (used)

GR. 50 dark PurPle lacquer

GR.s0chocolatepltrsl0granaindigo.5gratlapinkcarnririe.platel.and
1 grano olive brou'n (Naples paper)' plate tl' ou frasment of 66 srana'

GR. 50 chocolate



Kingdom of Stcilg 1859 - 1860

The Stamps

GR. 50 brou'lt lacquer (pos' 93 retouched) plus 19 Stullu dark blLre {pos b0

retouched), 5 gtana veimilicn (Paienno paper)' plate II'. "'"0*'^:t1;::1'"t;
lll:"X'ffi?;"J oin*l,pùe rrr, on'three, shà"t' ioag'una) letter from Messina.

The letter ,eft with ii" n'"",-t tf'tip "Quirinal;' for G-enova on May 14'

ig60, the same ciay in which Gariùaldi assumed the dictatorship in Sicily'

50 Grana lile1[lgr

-'L- "'

" 
\lì

f
L
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Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 7860

The retouched stamPs

Several retouches wet"e rnade before printing the stamps to correct the imperfections

oJ-the copper plates (in the contotffs or in the King's image). Only 3 of the l3 plates

had no retouch.

% Grano plate I: the plate hadT retouched stamps

% Grano: plate tr

, ". 
"qo*" -'€k#

trffi

orange pos.68

orange pos.31

pos.69 dark orartge |ltrs.99yeilou' light orange
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Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

brown rust pos.18
(first state)

The retouched stamps

1 Grano plate I: the plate had 22 retouched stamps.

Four of the 22 were retouched again in the second state

E

deep rust broutr pos,17
(first state;

E

brorvn rust pos.55
(first state)

olile brou'n pos.89
(first state)

Double retouch

olive green greyish pos.98
(second state)

E

olir e green grel rsh pos.18

1 second state )

olive broiin grer ish pos.87
(second state)

x

- t.. . la,é
':,'r'..r;:.r....';4.

.t: : ..:trr.i-3!::::l
r " - l._j,

* "i.-

l.r;ft§: --



Kingdom of Sicilg 7859 - 7860

The retouched stamPs

1 Grano Plate I

G*" (f"" tta"; *t Uto*n, pos' 51 retouched' with 5

;;;ào "*yi (pruT I) ?o';1r :1^':g5':l l',:::,:if;ffiifi;"-ù-fr;; caàii" (June 10, 185e) to Messina'

fg*oo (r*, ,rr,") d"ep rust brown, pos- 57 retouched, with 2 grana blue

(prateIII)onretteril*!;*'t'^t*t:1."::*:t:)i:"Hi,'"TJ$:i. j,i.
:T"trlt ir' ni"tT*" had the *AFFRANCAT,RAINSITFFICIENTE' mark'

ffir{'-4

,( fi-

E

ffiFl-
/! rftà



Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

olire brosn pos.59

(Naples paper)

The retouched stamPs

1 Grano plate II: the plate hadT retouched stamps

other retouches of the plates became necessary in later times, as some clichés

had deteriorated. So for **. positions there is the stamp with and without retouche'

o)ir e pos.8-1

lNaples paper)

iight olire broun Pos.69
(Naples paper)

i gr. olire
pcis. 62 uith retor-rche

I gr. dark bror,rn olive. Pair
pos.6 1 /62. no retouched

-!ì {



Kingdom of Sicilg 7859 - 1860

The retouched stamps

1 Grano Plate II

IrH-

1 grano olive brown-

on frst rate letter from
2 ,a*p., Pos. 57 and Pos-52 retouche{

Palermo (August2, 1859) toTraPani

/

1 grano olive
first rate letter

brown, pair.

from Catania

pos.69 retouched, and 70, on

. 6tvtarch 23,1859) to Messina'

\ ',, ..i " '
'.'*' ,i,i"--r'\rt l' ' -,

a---lì'{j. t/
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,
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fr,/ou/'t'n t rz/z/n;a ue' trffi
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Kingdon of Sicilg 1859 - 7860

1 grano
on first

The retouched stamPs

1 Grano Plate II

r g*"o lightolive brown, pos' E2 reto^5heù wift 2 grana

rìfit ur"" [pur" D, + 
'tu-p' 

*io P*'P. f-Ll1to;1hjl
oi t"t", Èom Palermo lNovember 5, 1859) to Livorno'

'"*""#---:

ir*gg$iu

,.!

(_

I

É-"vitn orrc s"*, pu-p*'83 and qo1'!4 with retouche'

rate letter from MODICA (October 13' 1859) to Messina'

{

",///

, fuy-r1(



-

Kingdom of Sicìlg 7859 - 7860

The retouched stamPs

2 Grana plate I: the plate had 17 retouched stamps

2 gr. blue (Palermo paper) strip of 5 with 2 stamps retouched- 
(pos. 4,5,6, 7 retouched, 8 retouched)

2 gr. light blue§aPles PaPer)
(pos.51)

2 gr. cobalt blue §aPles PaPer)
(Pos.36)

2 gr. bright blue §aples PaPer)
(Pos.41)

2 gr. blue (Palermo PaPer)
(pos.55)

2 gr. blue (Palermo PaPer)
(Pos.7l)

--

E
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Kìngdom of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

The retouched stamPs

2 Grana plate I: the plate had 17 retouched stamps

f@"t*"paper) Pos.7! !|.P{of first

,uÉ l"tt"t iiom Messina (May 7' 1859) to Palermo

2 gr. light blue §aP1es PaPer)
(pos.79)

2 gr. bright blue §aPles PaPer)
(Pos.81)

2 gr. light blue @alermo PaPer)
(Pos.82)

2 gr. light blue (Palermo
(Pos.84)

2 $. light blue §aPles PaPer)
(Pos.88)

paper)

r
I
f
t

t
&

2 gr. blue §aPles PaPer)
(Pos.91)

2 gr. blue (Palermo PaPer)
(Pos.92)

2 gr. bright blue §aPles PaPer)
(Pos.94)



Kingdom of Sicilg - 7859 - 1860

@

2 Grana Plate I

-#

2 grara light blue. Plate I.
rate letter from Messina,

pos.7 with retouch, on hrst
1859 May 25, to Acireale.

Er§ à:, -- ,, "r l\ .-{'i ..-

'r a : -

{É,iE . ";,--::{

'.-.-z.z.,z' 2
/r

/\ -^ /)2, -

./Z - -. -22-n- /.r/2-*'/ tr'

@-*a**lue,p1ateI,pos.51retouchedand70)onsecondrate
leier from Siracusa, 1859, January 31, to Trapani via Palermo.

w-

zt{r.a

4:2142'
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Kingdom of Sicilg - 7859 - 7860

2 ganapale blue,
sheets registered

The retouched stamps

2 Grana plate I

4 stamps, pos.6, 38. 53 and

letter from Messina 1859,
57 \Àrith retouch, on two
February l2.to Palermo

p of 4 stamps,pos.71 with retouch'72'73'74'

orion. ounce letter from S.STEFANO DI CAMASTRA to Messina (1859, October 6).

'ézréorr*-

4" / rrrr&,é /' /4r''";'*é.'-

,
/ - .-__-*--é-
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Kingdom of Sicilg - 1859 - 1860

The retouc'hed stamps

2 Grana olate I

I grana light blue r\aples paperr. pair. pos.8-1 uith retouch and 8-i.
on t\\o sheets ietter lror-n eORLEii\i to Palenlo. 18-i9. Julr 1-i

2 grana cobalt blue , pair. pos.88 u,ith
letter of the first months of 1859

retouch and 89. on one sheet registered
from Caltanissetta to CALASCIBETTA.



Kingdom o/sicitg - I859 - 1860

The retouched stamPs

2 Grana plate I

2 grana light blue §aples paper). pos.91 n'ilh rettruch' on

fiÀt rate lener tiom \Iessina. 1859. -\pri1 1 1' to Girgentr'

t

r!\

I grana bright blue. pos.9l riith rettrLlch and 1

on or,. sheet and half letter tiom Crirqerlti'
grano olive brown, Plate II-
1859, June 8, to Messina.



Kingdom of Sicilg - 1859 - 7860

The retouched stamPs

2 Grana plate II: the plate had 6 retouched stamps

2 gr. blue @alermo PaPer). Pos-45 2 gt. da*cobalt blue, Pos.7l

iù retoucb- on first

*É l.u*. from PARTLVCO to Palermo (1859" April2?)

Pos 83 retouched- on regi'tered

lett-er from CEFALU' (MuÉ, 1859), without the nominatire postmark' to Palerma

2 gr. cobalt blue, pos.83

r
gil
L{t

,/

oré)
frffi fioaG,n*-

.4 fi,*#-

Hffiffirffi
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Kìngdom of Sicilg - 1859 - 1860

The retouched stamPs

5 grana plate I : the five retouched stamps

5 Gr. pink carmine
pos.5

5 Gr. pink carmine

Pos'9

5 Gr. dark carmitte
pos.1 0

5 Gr. carmitre
pos.1 9

5 Cr. carmine
pos.'16

5 grana plate II : the only retouched stamp

5 Gr. bright verrilion
pos.90



Kingdom ofsicilg 1859 - 7860

The retouched stamPs

5 Grana Plate I

-:'iu=' lru'' '

(Palermo Paper), and 1 s";" orivl !roy' o]T.1-Tol:::l'.:'L:::ì
ffi:f#:f i"; fr;m sm,ecuSA (sepember 1e, 185e) to Monreale'

4-%."r"f

5 grana rr 
d with 2 grail-a blue, plate I (palermo paper)

pos 81 retouched, # G;iÉ** oti* g"*- *1* Y{:t*ii?;J,1Hi.1";:'ì;$:

rtrl]#.ttfi.lt{rtst4i{r**tft'

.'

"T 

-;T'il:fJ;#il,?f;#;;; 
òirrooi*o* to parermo (september e, 18se)

Lt5

,:

ì',
l"'
iT:

ff;",**r,

(tt t6*
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Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

. The retouched stamps

10 Grana: the plate had 12 retouched stamps

dark blue pos.1

indigo pos.8

indigo pos.9 with 5 grana pink carmine
on fragment to Naples (March 15, 1859)

indigo pos.l I

dark blue pos.21

indigo pos.60 dark blue pos.61 indigo pos.91

;É-1

:l

dark blue pos.4

E

dark blue pos.53 dark blue pos.58



Kingdon of Sicilg 7859 - 1860

10 grana indigo,
(February 1, 1860)

The retouched stamps

10 Grana

10 grana dark blue pos. 5 retouched with 2 grana blue, plate Itr §aples paper), pair on

first rate letter from PALERMO (May 4, 1859) to Firenze with the commercial ship until

Naples. From there continued by land to destination, where it was taxed "6" crazie.

pos. 11 with retouche, on first rate letter from PALERMO

to Rome. On arrival in the Papal State was taxed"Z4" bajocchi.

,u{

fi4^*,; P.*;;)

*zZL- fr ^ rt.n-7"-4

$r
,a/ ,/e4'.ftz

-/ /?
u'/?-n" ,iZ)'7
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Elro-rz.é
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Kingdon of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

The retouched stamps

20 Grana : the plate had only 1 retouched stamp

50 Grana : the plate had2 retouched stamps

brown lacquer pos.67 brown lacquer pos.93

gray slate pos.72



Kingdom of Sicilg - 1859 '1860

Engraving and printing defects and varieties

Douhle nrint

The clotble print is clue to accidental strokes of the inked plate on a sheet already printed.

GR. % orange. plate I (Palemo paper)

Double Print on the left
the onl) knoun

GR.2 light blue, plate I §aples paper)

Double print on the left

GR. 1 olive brown pair, plate II §aples paper)

Double Print on the left

GR.2 bright blue, plate I §aples paper)

Double print on the left

GR. 5 pink canrine. Plate I

(Naples paper)

Double print ott the letì

GR. 5 light vermilion, Plate I
(Palermo paper)

Double print on the left

GR. 5 vermilion, Plate I
(Palermo paper)

(with GR.1 olive brown Plate II)
Double print on the right

the onl-v known

GR.20 gray slate

Double print on the right

E

I

E

ffi



Double engraving
,l

The doubte engraving is constantly present in tkree positions of I grano' II plate (30'32 and

j5) and 50 grana"(ls:oz and 70i. The effea is eviàent in the wording of effig of the King'

Gr.l gref ish olive green Gr'1 light olir e greetr

Plate II. Pos'30

Kingdom of Sicilg -

Gr.50 brown lacquer

pos.43

1859 - 1860

Gr.1 olive
Plate

Gr.1 light olive green

II, pos.35,

Gr.50 brow-n lacquer

Pos.62

Gr.50 brown lacquer

Pos.70

:-
Gr.l greYish olive green

Plate II, pos.32

i '.E*ii' --,

==:É'e!l
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Kìngdom of Sicilg - 1859 '1860

Oilv print

It,s due to the action of vegetable fats, sometimes i.n the brownish glue, that

penetrating through the porou, pop"i reach the printed surface giving it an oil-v

appearance: at thé back it's possibiu ,u" the image of the stamp with an e'ffect called

"téte d'hivoire".

Gr.2 pale blue, Plate I
§aples paPer)

Gr. 5 pink carmine, Plate I
§aples PaPer)

Gr.'/z arancio, Plate II
(Palermo paper)

Gr. 1 olive broun. Plate Il
(Naples paper)

E

Gr. 10 dark blue

Gr. 20 grey slate Gr. 50 brorvn lacquer

I



Kingd.om of Sicilg - 1859 -1860

Dry Print

It,sduetoinsfficientmoisteningofthepaperortodryingofthe
"poor print" ind changes the appearance of the stamps'

ink. It's also called

Gr. 2 blue, Plate II
§aples PaPer)

Gr. 5 light Ysrmllio.tPlate I
(Palermo PaPer)

Gr.Yz arancio- Plate I

(Naples paPer)

Gr. 1 olire green- Plate [l
(NaPles PaPer)

Gr. 10 dark blue

Gr.20 greY slate Gr. 50 broutt lacquer

M

ffi

E



Kingdom of Sicily - 1859 -1860

Engraving anllEinting defects and varieties

Recto-verso print and decalcs

They are really rare stamps with recto*verso print. Occasionally there are also

stamps with part of the print on the back, probably by contact with other sheets of
stamps not yet dry.

Gr. 2 blr-re. plate I. pos. 7,1. light blLre back
(Naples paper)

olive green, plate III
§aples paper)

Gr. 2 light blue, plate lI
§aples paper)

Gr. I olire green. plate III
(Naples paper)

Gr. 5 vermilion, plate I
(Palermo paper)

Breaking of the print chalcographic screen

Gr. 1 rust brown, plate I,
(Naples paper)

Gr. 1

7

E



Kingdom of Sicilg - 1859 - 1860

Color sPots

There are three stamps that always have the same color spot. In others they are frequentllt

found and in some occasionallY.

The three stamps with constant color spots

ffi
Gr./z orange, plate I, pps-.92

(Palermo paPer)

Gr.2 blue. plate i. Pos.30
(Palermo paPer)

Frequent color sPots

Gr.Y, dark orange. Plate II- Pos.74
(NaPles PaPer)

Occasional considerable color spots

Gr.2 cobalt blue. plate II. pos.'18

(Naples paper)

Gr.5 rerrilion. Plate II. Pos.57
(Palermo PaPer)

Gr.2 bright blue, Plate II, Pos'36
§aples paper)



Kingdom of Sicilg - 1859 -1860

Engraving and printing defects and varieties

Paper defects

Sometimes it is possible to find stamps with accordion fotds oJ'paper, verticdrl or
Itorizontal, that existed before the press.

Gr. 1 grey'ish olive. plate II Gr.2 pale blue. plate I

Gr. 2 britrht h1ue. plate III Cr. 2 r er1 ciark bÌue. plate IiI Gr. 50 brolr-n lacquer

.i
''i 

')/\'' 

-

( c )/'4/2/ a+<a

(4---.

Gr.2 blue, plate I

2sranablue.platel{.\aplespaper).onf-rrstrateienertiomPalerrolFebruarr 11. i85qt{r.\ssorLr,

I
I

I
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Kingdom of Sicilg - 7859 - 1860

Fakes and reprints

The "Speraf' fakes

Jean de Sperati is considered the most skilled falsifier of philatelic rarities and obviously he

also faked the stamps of Sicily. Dffirent types of these fakes, also for the same value, are
known, mint, used and on small sheets with the author's autograph.

The mark "SPERATI REpRoDUCrroN " wos put on the back of these perfect fakes to avoid the

fraudulent use.

The mark on the back of the fakes, here on a 50 Grana type "C"

Gr.S: mint with gum arìd §/pes "A", "B" and o'C" with the mark

Gr.10, with the mark Gr.20: mint with gum and with the mark

Gr.50 types "A", "8" and "C", this in two diflerent nuances

I#i

llHt§EElril

IIH@Hfil@

-

lffil

tffil



Kingdom of Sicilg - 1859 - 1860

Fakes and rePrints

The o'SPerstf' fakes

Sntall sheets - three have also the mark ''REPR0DUCfl0N INTERDITE" - with the author's autograph and

the reprocluction of the yalues r.tf i grtno, 5 grana (types "A" and "8"), l0 grana and 20 grana

in black. and 50 grana in colour.

Emr{r[.{ffif;!

ffi
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Rlvtsra CRtrtco Ftulrrltca
(erooro onarts)

ft,ancobolli fuori corso :

Kingdom of Sicilg - 7859 - 1860
Fakes and reprints

The " Fac - Similf' Imperato of Genova

The "Ditta N. Imperato" of Genova, at the end of the first u,orld war, begane to sell the
reproduction of siamps withdrawn from circulation for ihe collectors and printed the revietv "IL
FAC-SIMILE". As regards the Sicily stamps, Imperato didn't reproduce the 20 and 50 grana.

Genouo,.-.-\.i;ì...,,.,.:'::.:,' ;i: 192..2-
7, VtA UGO FO§COLO

t;9. òtg. *

IIIIIIII

-{L

T*

v

Eislintcr pei qui unifi FlrC-SIlvllLl di

Pregasi ritornqre i pezzi iton stetiì efitro 15 giarni dal ricevimento.

\
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Kingdom of Sicitg - 1859 - 186A

Fakes and reprints

Reprint on a part of the 50 grana original plate
'it

It dates backto 1938 the appearqnceof some prints made onfive original punches of the 50
grana plate, belonging to the Sicilian painter Francesco Camarda, Due to the deterioration, it
was not possible to identig,t the position of the five punches in the plate. Only reprints from
four puches are l*town, as the fifty wqs very damaged in the outlines.

From punch toA"

black.
the onl1 knou,n

From punch "B"

From punch "C"

carmine
on little sheet

brou'n

dark broun

dark canline



Kingdom of Sicilg - 78s9 - 7860

Fakes and reprints

The great interest of collectors towards the Sicity's stamps- has meant that many other reprints

and imitations were made also in recent-ti*ir, iiventing-also post marru never used in sicily'

The reprints "SPiro"

Other fakes and rePrints

ffi

t-
t.


