
Kingdom of Sictlg - 7859 -7860

The Kingdom of Sicily was the last old Italian state"to use stamps, from
January 1, 1859.

In 1850, ten years after the penny black, the first was the Lombardo-Veneto.
Later the other States became to use their stamps until the Kingdom of Naples, that
provided in 1858.

Last but not least the Kingdom of Sicily, after many essays, choosed seven
wonderful stamps - due to the great engraver Tommaso Alojsio Juvara' considered
among the most beautiful old stamps in the world. They were used until 1860, may or
june, related to the general Giuseppe Garibaldi gradual advance (1860, May for the
òccidental side of Sicily and June for the oriental side).

..Exposition Plan

The exposition describes the history of these stamps, from the decree
introducing the use of the stamps in Sicily (1858, November 29), to the different
types of essays realized before to choose the definitive set, to the stamps - that are

classified in 14 types - unused, used and on letters, to the many retouches of the
tables, to the varieties and errors, until to some known fakes and to the reprints, made
or to cheat the Post Offices or to help collectors to complete their albums.

- Decree introducing the use of 7 stamps and the 7 values

- The essays

- The new postmarks

- The 7 stamps in the 14 dffirent plates

- The retouched stamps

- Engraving and printing defects and varieties

- Fakes and reprints
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Kingdom of Sicilg - 1859 -7860

The Roval decree and the 7 stamps

The Ferdinando II Ro5,al decree introducing the use of the stamps in Sicil.v fì'om 1859. January 1.

and the erpected seven values: % grano, 1 grano, 2 grana. 5 grana, 10 grana. 20 grana e 50 grana.
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Kingdom of Sicilg - 1859 -1860

The essays

In March 1858 Giuseppe Barone, an engraver in Palermo, submitted to the Viceroy of Sicily his
proofs of printing that were able to obtain, with a single impression, the design of colored postage

stamps also with the embossed engraving. His pr:oofs were realized on paper of variors colors:
white, blue. pink. yellow and lilac. Are known more than 20 essays in very different colors.

\ilhite paper

- tG-

-

)l
::l|

: . 
,ii

., .-. i

violet

light blue dark blue

@
black

vermillon

--

creen

pink buff

m, .@il E,
gIa,v dark green no colour

BIue paper

ffiì
blaòk green

Pink paper

@
black

YeIIow paper Lillac Paper

:-

.Fr

lilac

blackorange yellow



Kingdom of Sicilg - 1859 -7860

The essays

The larnous engrayer Tommaso Aloysio Juvar* was cofirmissioned to engrave the originai rnatrix

representing the effig.v of the King Ferdinancli: and the punches indicating the values of the seYen

stàmps, as uell as the cancellation stamp inthe shape of an horseshoe. At the end of May 1858"

Juvara presented the essays of all the eNpected values in the non-definitive colors'

The sketsh of the eftìgy, cancellation stamp and colors approved by the King was been reated by

the painter Carlo La Barbera. The press was entrusted to the La Barbera and Lao printers.

% Grano color tests by La Barbera and Lao
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Kìngdom of Sicily - 1859 -7860

The essays

The dissatisfaction of the Postal Authorities for the tests of La Barbera and Lao led to the
assignment to the engineer Pampillonia of a job aimed at verifuing in France the existence of other
printing systems that would give better results. French engraver Lesachè was given the task of
preparing a new essay with the effrgy of the King. These essays are witlout indication of value.

pink

Not even these essays printed in the Lecoq typograph.v pleased the authorities. that requested to
stick more to the Juvara trials. So, in November 1858 other essays \À'ere prepared with and u,ithout
the indication of value.
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\Virile the printing of the dehnitive stamps had ak'ead-v been cartied out by the La Barbera and Lao
typography. in February 1859 the Engineer Pampillonia asked three different French engravers for
new essays.
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Kingdom of Sicilg - 7859 -7860

The new postmarks

The special mark for the stalnrrs

A type of mark absolutely unique in the world was selected to cancel the starnps with the profile of
Her Majesty Ferdinando, taking the image from an horse-bit of the XIX century. The photo here

reproduced shows like I discovered the origin of the postmark looking to an horse-bit hanged to an

external wall of my mountain refuge (before it was common opinion that the postmark was a
restyled image of an horseshoe).
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Kingdom of Sicìlg - 7859 -1860

The new postmarks

The postmark upside down

The wonderful and unusual postmark used for the stamps of Sicily was sometimes hanged upside
down. It has been common opinion so far that the over[urn to be made for the sake of the King
Ferdinand II image.

Today, through the examination of a god number of letters, it is believed that the postmark upside
down was not used to corrupt the image of the King. Probably the postman, when the stamps

weren't on the right side of the letter, provided to turn just those letters to u'ork more easi11'.

.rn< 1/ ',ozàrrr"

i859: first rate letters from Palermo to Nlazaruand Trapani. The 2 grana

stamp was put on the left and so the postmark appears atfìxed upside down.
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The new postmarks

The nominative rrostmarks

FrffnftO P{RTE\Z-I and ptl,gR}IO -{RRI\-O on lefiers uithout stamp:

grana handwritten was due for first rate lettefs. Both letters were mailed
in this case the

in Palermo and
tax "3"

Messina
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Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

The Stamps

All the stamps u.ere printed in sheets of 100 divided into 4 groups of 25 by the copper plates

assembled together. But from the 7 values were produced i3 plates. taking into account the
deterioration of copper and the greater use of some values. So rvere made 2 tables for the 112 and,

the 5 grana and 3 tables for the values of 1 and 2 grana.

Yz Grano - Two plates - Quantity: 235.000 stamps printed, 137.561 sold

The lou*er value of the Sicilian issue was printed to pay the Jirst rate (one sheet) of Newspapers,

Circul.urs, printed paper and also lo supplement the. rate of-letters u,i{h ultuthed druft or receipt..
I(ere used fivo plates and the Jìrst one had seven retouched stamps.

% Grano: plate I

ffi
GF.. % orange

§aples paper)

GR. % orange (Palenno paper)

block of I 0: pos.86/90. 96/ I 00

GR, 1/, oranBe
(Palerrno paper)

GR.. % yellow light orange
(Naples paper)

GR.% brownish 1'ellow
(Naples paper)

GR. % dark orange
(Napies paper)
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Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 7860
\r

GR.Y, orange
(Palermo paper)

GR. % olive yellow

§aples paper)

The Stamps

% Grano: plate I (used)

GR- % orange

§aples paper)

GR.. % dark orange

§aples paper)

GR. Y, brownish yellow
§aples paper)

pair GR. Yz darkorange

§aples paper)

GR* % yellow light orange

§aples paper)

GR. Yr light yellow
§aples paper)
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Kingd.om of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

The Stamps

% Grano: plate I (nerysBaper§)
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Kingdon of Sicily 1859 - 1860
!r

The Stamps

% Grano: plate I (Ietters)

GR. % orange §aples paper) on first rate letter (1859. November 1) to Caltanissetta added to the 2 qrana to
pay a receipt included (like described). Anomalous use of the "PALERtvIo ARRrvo" mark on out-eoing letters.

GF., % orange §ap1es paper), 4 stamps on first rate letter to Santo Stefano di Camastra of 1 859. I{arch 3.



Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

The Stamps

Yz Grano - Two plates - Quantity: 235.000 stamps printed, 137.561 sold

% Grano: plate II

GR..% orange
(Palermo paper)

GR. % bright orange
(Palermo paper)

GR. % orange
(Naples paper)

GF., % orar.ìge (Naples paper)
Strip of 4: pos.71171, ex Alphonse

Gx.. % dark orange
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Kingdom of Sicilg 7859 - 7860

The Stamps

% Grano: pla,te II (used)

GR. % orange
(Palenno paper)

0 [860

% Grano: rllate II (nerrspapers)
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Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

The Stamps

I Grano - Three plates - Quantity: 540.000 stamps printed, 443.096 sold

The value af I grano w,as useful to pay the fare rf'letters senl wiflcin the postul tl{stric:t (first
rate) or the half sheet after the first rate for the other letters. Were used tltree plates and
the first and the secand one had retouched stamps (respectively tutenty-two and seven).

I Grano: plate I
§aples paper)

GR. I olive green grayish
(second state)

!r

E

GR. 1 olive brown
(second state)

GR. I olive trrorvn gra,v

(second state)

E

GR.1



Kingdom of Sìeilg 1859 - 7860

The Stamps

L Grano: plate I (usedl
§aples paper)

GR. I deep rust brown

GR. 1 brown rust: strip of 4 on fragment
(pos.9 6,97,98 retouched,99)

GR. 1 olive brown
(second state)

GR. 1 olive brown grayish
(second state)

E

pair GR. 1 olive green grayish
(second state)

GR. 1 olive brownGR. l brown rust



Kingdom of, Sicilg 1859 - 1860

1 Grano: plate I (letters)
§aples paper)

GR. lbrorvnrust with2grana(platell) onpafi ofthefi'ont ofaregisteredletterfrom
ADERNO'. The correct fee of the rvhole ietter u'as .1 srana. iike first rate registered letter

GR. 1 olive green graf ish (second state) u'ith
half frorn Messina (January' 30. 1859. as noted

2 grana dark cobalt (plate t) on letter of a sheet artd a

inside). The absence of the starting mark is unusual.
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Kingdom of Sicilg 7859 - 7860

The Stamps

1 Grano: plate I (letters)
§aples paper)

GR. 1 olive brown (second state) with 3 stamps of 2 grana (plate I) bright
blue on three rates and half letter ftom Girgenti (Agrigento) to Palermo.

GR. 1 brown rust between two Gr.l olive brown (second state) on letter of a sheet

and a half from MARSALA to Vietri (Salerno), sea route from Palermo (transit

mark of Palermo, November 9, 1859) to Naples with the "Corriere Siciliano"'
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Kingdom of Sìcìlg 1859 - 7860

GR. 1 olive brown

§aples paper)

GR. 1 greyish olive green
(Palermo paper)

The Stamps

1 Grano: plate II

GR.l light olive brown

§aples paper)

GR.1 olive
§aples paper)

GR I dark brown olive
(Naples paper)

GR.l greyish olive
§aples paper)

GR. 1 olive brown §aplespaper), stripof 10: pos.51/60, exAlphonse E
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Kingdoffi of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

The Stamps

1 Grano: plate II (usedl

GR. 1 greyish olive green
(Palermo paper)

GR. 1 dark brown olive
§aples paper)

GR. 1 olive brown

§aples paper)
GR.l light olive brown

§aples paper)

GR. I olive
§aples paper)

GR. greyish olive §aples paper), fragment with
strip of 4: pos.31,32 (double engraving), 33,34

GR.1 greyish olive
§aples paper)



Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 7860

The Stamps

1 Grano: plate II (letters)

GR. 1 light olive brown §aples paper) on first rate letter from Messina

§ovember 28, 1859) to Catania. Franked I instead of 2 gr., it w'as

taxed and the "AFFRANCATLIRA INSUFFICIENTE" mark was affltxed.

GR. 1 gre.vish olive green. pair u'ith part of the
on first rate letter from Palermo (August 13.

lou'er stamps (the first retouched)
1859) to Raffadali (Agrigento).
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Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

The Stamps

I Grano: plate II (letters)

GR. 1 dark brorvn olive §aples paper) with GR.2 blue cobalt (plate I) on ietter of a sheet and

a half from Messina (February 5, 1859) to Palermo. sea route rvith the "Etna'' steamer,

GR. 1 grel,ish olive with GR. 5
letter of a sheet and a half

pink carmine (plate I) on
from Palermo (June 13,

tì'ont ol a registered
1859) to S..\gata.



Kingdom of Sicìlg 1859 - 7860

I Grano: plate II (letters)

GR 1 greyish olive §aples paper), two pairs on second rate letter from Messina
(May 14, 1859) to Catania. The first of the second pair is a retouched stamp (pos.59).

GR. 1 greyish olive §aples paper), trvo strips of three on three rates letter from BROLO

§ovember 7,1859) to Palermo. The second stamp of each strip is retouched (pos.59 and 69).
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Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 7860

§-r

GR. 1 light olive green
(Palermo paper)

The Stamps

1 Grano: plate III

GR. 1 olive green
(lttraples paper)

GR.l olive green
(Palermo paper)

GR. 1 dark olive green

§aples paper)
GR.l dark olive green

(Palermo paper)

GR. 1 light olive green, block
(Palermo paper)



Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 7860

The Stamps

1 Grano: plate III used

GR. I olive green
(Naples paper)

GR. 1 light olive -ereen
(Palermo paper)

GR. 1 dark olive green
(Naples paper)

GR. I dark olive green (Naples
paper) and GR. 1 dark olive green
(Palenlo paper) on fragment.

GR.1 olive green
(Palemo paper)

GR.1 dark olive green
(Palenno paper)

GR. I olir,e green §aples paper)

strip of three (pos.3i.3J.j5')



Kingdon of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

The Stamps

1 Grano: plate III (letters)
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GR. 1 dark oiive green §aples paper). pos.29. on first rate letter from Paletmo

(August 18. 1859) to Siracusa. The rate of 1 grano rvas on11'for first rate letter

u,ithin the postal district but, strange and rate, the letter $'as not taxed.

ln the king's profiie there ìs a small original stain ìn the forehead.

GR. 1 light olive green (Palermo paper). pair pos.25127. orr first
rate letter from TRAPANI (May 8. 1860) to Palermo, where arived
May 9. 1860, tr'r,o days before Garibaldi's landing in Sicily'.
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Kingdom af Sicilg 7859 - 7860

GR 1 dark olive green
of a sheet and ahalf

The Stamps

1 Grano: plate III (letters)

@alermo paper) wiù GR2 bright blue (plate [) on letter
from CALTAGIRONE (July 22,1859) to Monterosso.

GR- I olive green §aples paper), t\tro stamps with GR2 light blue (plate t) on
double rate letter from Palermo (October 1, 1859) to Girgenti (Agrigento today).
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Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

1 Grano: plate III (letters)
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Kingdom of Sicìlg 1859 - 1860

The Starnps

2 Grana - Three plates - Quantity: 1.650.000 stamps printed, 1.477.101 sold

The value af 2 grana, the most used stamp of Sicity, was useful to pay the first rate letter for
any distance within the Kingdom of Naples and Sicily, even by sea with post*l vapors.
Three plates were made: the first and the secand one had retouched stamps (respectively
eighteen and six)"

2 Grana: olate I

GR.2 blue
(Palermo paper)

GR. 2 cobalt blue

§apies paper)

GR. 2 bright blue
(Naples paper) (Palermo paper)

GR.2 blue (Palermo paper), block of six (pos.83/85-93/95)
The two central stamps are retouched

GR. 2 ultramarine blue

§aples paper)

GR. 2 iight biue
(Naples paper)

E

GR. 2 pale blue
(Naples paper)

GR.2 blue

§aples paper)

E
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Kingdom of §rir,ilg 7859 - 1.860
!r

The Stamps

2 Grana: plate I (used)

GR.2 blue
(Palermo paper)

GR.2 blue

§aples paper)
GR.2 cobaltblue

§aples paper)
cR.2 dark cobalt

§aples paper)

GR. 2 pale blue

§aples paper)
cR.2 bright blue

(Naples paper)
GR.2 light blue
(Palermo paper)

GR. 2 light blue

§aples paper)

GR.2 light blue (Palermo paper), four stamps

on fragment (pos.40,45,51 with retouche,52)
different plate on fraement:

GR.2 blue (Palermo paper) plate I, pair
and GR.2 blue (Palermo paper) plate III

WWM
ffiffi



Kingdom of Sicilg 7859 - 1860

The Stamps

2 Grana: plate I (letters)

GR. 2 pale blue on first rate ietter mailed April 6. 1859

from CASTROGIOVANINI (Enna todal') to Catania.

GR.2 light blue (Palermo paper) pair, with 1 grano plate II, olive brorvn (Naples paper).

2 grana plate lll , blue (Palermo paper) and 5 grana plate I, pink carrnine- on a partial
front of athirdrate registered letter(l2grana) from Palermo(September.1859).



Kingdom of Sìcilg 7859 - 7860

The Stamps

2 Grana: plate I (Ietters)

GR.2 cobalt blue, pair, on double rate letter &om MILAZZO to Palermo (March 5,1859)

GR.2 pale blue, strip of three (pos.22,23,24), on registered letter of a sheet and a
half flom CATANIA (oval mark used in the first months of 1859) to Leonforte.

!!



Kingdom of Sicilg 7859 - 1860

The Stamps

2 Grana: plate I (letters)

. ,/ ,// -g4 ù-.f '7' 4t/.- eZ.
- 

-aF

GR. 2 light blue (Naples paper), strip of four stamps (pos.37i40) on rwo sheets
registered letter from GIRGENTI (Agrigento today) August 7, 1859 to palermo.

GR.2 light blue (Palermo paper), six stamps (two, pos.81 and 84, with retouch)
on three sheets registered letter from MESSINA (December 5, 1859) to cefalù.

5\



Kingdom of Sicìlg 1859 - 1860

The Stamps

2 Grana: plate Il

GR.2 blue
(Palermo paner)

GR. 2 dark cobalt

§ap1es paper)

GR.2 ultramarine blue
(Napies paper)

GR.2 bright blue
(Naples paper)

GR.2 light blue
(Palermo paper)

GR.2 blue (Palermo paper)
strip of three (pos.58/60)

GR. 2 cobalt blue
(Naples paper)

GR. 2 light blue
(Naples paper)

5 I

E



Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

GR.2 blue
(Paienno paper)

GR.. 2 bright blue
(Naples paper)

The Stamps

2 Grana: plate II (usedl

GR.2 blue

§aples paper)

GR.2 ultramarine blue
(Naples paper)

GR.2 light biue
(Palemo paper)

GR. 2 cobalt blr-re

(Naples paper)

GR.2 pale blue
(Naples paper)

GR. 2 light blue
(Naples paper)

G.EiE![l

-

GR.2 dark cobalt
(Naples paper)
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Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

The Stamps

2 Grana: plate I[ (letters)

GR. 2 blue (Naples paper). pos.20, rvith large sheet edge on first rate letter

from GIRGENTI (February'1,7859) to Catania u'ith transit mark of Palermo,

GR. 2 bright blue Q',lapies paper). pos.75. on f-irst rate letter

frorn AVOLA to Palermo, where arrived June 15. 1859'

tr
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The Stamps

2 Grana: plate II (letters)

GR. 2 cobalt blLre. pair ipos.8. retouched. I j i.,n Sicurild
rate iet-ter titrm Palermo t Februan, -i. I Ii9 i tc, f \-',r'le.,rìe.

GR.2 bright blue, strip of three stamps (pos. 4/6) on letter
for Salerni, taxed "per insufficienza francatura". On the

mailed in Casteilammare del Golfo
front is the date "28 aprile 1859''.



Kingdom af Sieitg 7859 - 1860

The Stamps

2 Grana: plate II (letters)

GR. 2 blue (Palermo paper), pair and GR.2 cobalt blue on registered letter of
a sheet and a half from LICATA to Palermo. s'here arrived April 18. 1859.

.&zzt-r

letter from VALLELLINGA to Palermo (mark *PALERMO ARRTVO 12 MAR 60").
GR.2 blue (Palermo paper), pair and other 2 stamps on double rate regi



Kingdom of Sicilg 7859 - 7860

GR.2 greenish blue

§aples paper)

GR. 2 light blue
(Palermo paper)

The Stamps

2 Grana: plate III

GR.2 bright blue

§aples paper)

GR. 2 light blue, block
(Palermo paper)

GR.2 very dark blue

§aples paper)

GR.2 blue
(Palermo paper)



Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 7860

The Stamps

2 Grana: plate III (used)

cR. 2 light blue
(Palermo paper)

GR.2 greenish blue

§aples paper)

GR. 2 light blue, fragment with a pair
and a single stamp (pos.39140,91)

GR. 2 very dark blue

§aples paper)

GR.2 blue
(Palermo paper)

GR. 2 bright blue, strip of three
(pos.97,98,99)

GR.2 bright blue

§aples paper)



Kingdon of Sieilg 7859 - 7860

The Stamps

2 Grana: plate III (letters)

E

GR. 2 light blue. pair on first rate registered letter from
SCICLI to Palermo. where arrir.ed on March 20. 1860.

GR. 2 blue @alermo paper). strip of three stamps on three
sheets letter from Palermo (August 25, 1859) to Girgenti.

E

!r



Kingdon of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

The Stamps

2 Grana: plate III (letters)

GR- 2 very dark blue (Naples paper), three stamps on registered
leffer of a sheet and a half from S.STEFANO DI CAMASTRA to
Messina, where arrived on July 28. 1859 (like mark on the back).

GR- 2 greenish blue §aples paper). strip of four stamps on two sheets registered
letter fiom LEONFORTE to Palermo (mark "PALERMO ARRIVO 19 AGO 59").

The oval mark "ASSICIIRATA" was put on arrival in Palermo.

!r

E
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Kingdon of Sicilg 7859 - 7860

The Stamps

5 Grana - Two plates - Quantity: 200.000 stamps printed, 95.388 sold

The value of 5 grana was useful for paying various letter fees. Were made two plates:the

first was printed on l'{aples paper and Palertno paper, the second only on Palermo paper.

The first plate had 5 retouched stamps, the second only one-

5 Crana: plate I - Naples PaPer

GR. 5 pink cai-mine dark carmine

GR. 5 brown red GR. 5 pink vennilion

GR. 5 pink cannine. block
(pos.21 122,3 1 /32, ex Alphonse)

ffi
GR. 5 pink brickGR. 5 blood red

GR.5 cannine



Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

The Stamps

5 Grana: plate I - Naples naper (used)

GR. 5 dark carmine G
@
R. 5 brown red

GR.5 pink vermilion GR. 5 blood red

Fragment from a letter mailed
to the ship. On arrival in Naples
was put the maTk "ANNULLATO"

GR. 5 pink brick

GR. 5 pink carmine, strip of three
(pos.88, 89,90)

GR.5 carmine

§r



Kingdom af Sicilg 7859 - 7860

The Stamps

5 Grana: plate I - l{aples paper (lettersl

GR. 5 pink carmine on letter of two sheets and a half from CATANIA

(July 15, 1859) to NAPOLI. The letter arrived in Palermo (July. 18) and

left for Napoli on July 20 with the "Corriere Siciliano" (Florio Company)'

GR.5 carmine, two stamps on first rate letter from Palermo (March

29,1860)with the ship "Elettrico" of the Florio Company, which left
for Napoli. On arrival in Genova the letter was taxed "5" (50 cent')'
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Kingdom of Sicily 1859 - 7860

The Stamps

5 Grana: plate I - Naples paper (letters)

GR. 5 pink carmine with 1 grano dark olive green (Palermo paper)

plate III on registered letter of a sheet and a half from SALEMI (one

of the three registered letter known) to Palermo (March 16. 1860).

GR.5 blood red with 1 grano greyish olive green

(Palermo paper) plate II - pafu plus one - on two sheets

registered letter from Palermo (August 23,1859) to Girgenti
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Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

The Stamps

5 Grana: plate I - Naples paper (Ietters)

GR. 5 pink carmine q'ith 10 grana dark blue and 1 grano olive
green (Palermo paper) plate III on registered letter of an ounce
(16 grana) from Palermo (September3, 1859) to Catania.

GR.S dark carmine in pair plus 20 grana slate gray and 2 grana light blue
(Palermo paper) plate I on front of a letter of a sheet and a half from Messina
(December 19, 1859) to Genova with the French ship "Pausilippe". On arrival
the letter had the red mark "pIRoscAFI posrALI FRANCESI" and was takedo'2".

P.t*' )*'q/rz 4- ) uy'z.*ez1é.
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Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - t86O \'

The Stamps

5 Grana: plate I - Palermo paper

GR. 5 light vermilion

GR.5 vermilion
(different nuances)

GR. 5light vermilion
Vertical strip of three

(pos.73, 83, 93)

5 Grana: plate I - Palermo paper (used)

GR.5 light vermilion GR.5 ve
(different

I
rmilion
nuances)

GR. 5 light vermilion, pair



KÌngdom of Sicilg 1859 ' 1860

The Stamps

5 Grana: plate II - Palermo PaPer

ffiffi
GR.2 bright vermilion

(different nuances)

GR.2 bright vermilion, block
(pos.83/84, 93194)

5 Grana: plate II - Palermo paper (usedl

GR.5 vermilion

GR.s vermilion GR.2 bright vermilion

E
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Kingdom of Sìcilg 7859 - 186A

The Stamps

5 Grana: plate II - Palermo paper (letter)

i..

I

§;q,ii:'liii,;

GR. 5 bright vermilion. strip of four (pos. 1i4). rvith 10 grana indigo.
pair (pos. 41142) on registered letter of ru'o ounce and a half (40 granal
from PET. SOPRANA (Petraiia Soprana) to Paiermo (February 1, 1 860).

The only known strip of 4 stamps of 5 erana plate II on letter

!r



Kingdom of Sicily 7859 - 1860

The Stamps

10 Grana - Quantity: 100.000 stamps printed, 78.892 sold

The value of l0 grana was useful to pay dffirent rates letter. Was made only one plate on
Naples paper and twelve stamps of the cliché were retouched.

10 Grana

GR. 10 black indigo GR. 10 indigo

GR.. 10 black indigo. block
(pos.83/84, 93194)

10 Grana (used)

GR. l0 dark blue
(diftèrent nuartces)

E

GR. 10 dark blue

GR. 10 indigoGR. 10 black indigo
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Kingdom of Sicilg 7859 - 7860

10 Grana (lettersl

GR. 10 dark blue on letter of one ounce and %. unusual rate. fiom
CASTELVETRANO to Palemo (arrival date November 7. 1859).

GR. 10 dark blue plus 1 grano olive, plate ll. on one sheet letter frorn
N'lessina (ALrgust 29. 1859) to ìllapoli v'ith the French ship ''Vatican".
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Kingdom of Sicilg 7859 - 1860

The Stamps

10 Grana (Ietters)

GR. 10 dark blue. pos.87, with 2 grana blue (Palermo
Three sheets registered letter from NARO to Palermo

paper), plate [I pos.82, on
(arrival date March 5, 1860)

GR. 10 indigo (pos.35) plus 2 grana pair cobalt blue, plate II pos.55i56, on one sheet and
a half letter from Palermo (January 26,1859) with the ship "Corriere Siciliano". Arrived
at the port of Civitavecchia had the maTk "CIVITAVECCHIA DALLA VIA DI MARE",
not common on letters from Sicily. On arrival in Roma was taxed "24" bajocchl

E



Kingdom of Sicilg 7859 - 7860

The§lamE

20 Grana - Quantity: 100.000 stamps printed, 42.071sold

The value of 20 grana was useful to pay dffirent rates, especially for letter addressed to

other ltalian States or abroad. Only one plate was made, printed on Naples poper, and only

one stamp of the cliché was retouched-

20 Grana

GR.20 black slate GR. 20 dark slate violet

GR.20 purple slate

GR.20 gray slate, block
(pos.84/85, 94195)

GR.20 dark slate

GR.20 gray slate

!r



Kingdom of Sicilg 7859 - 7860

The Stamps

20 Grana (used)

GR.20 gray slate GR.20

GIl. 20 gray slate on part of a tr.vo sheets letter from Palenno (Januar."- 26. 1859)

with the ship "Corriere Siciliano". At the poft of Civitavecchia had the postal rlark
"CIVITAVECCHIA DALLA VIA DI MARE". On arrival in Roma was taxed "32" ba.iocchi.

ffiW
black slate GR. 20 dark slate violet

@
GR.20 purple slate

ffircffi@@
GR.20 dark slate

5\



Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

The Stamps

20 Grana (letters)

GR. 20 purple slate plus 2 grana blue (Palermo paper). plate I. on first rare lener ro
Torino. u ith the French ships untii Genova. The Ietter, u'ritten in Reg-uio (Calabrial.
1eft N'lessina on Mar' 27, 186a, the same day Garibaldi arrived in Palermo.

GR. 20 dark slate plus 5 erana pink carmine. plate
from Catania (March 25. 1860) to Genova with the
rate (.22 grana) 3 grana were added to transport the

: I. on first rate lefier
Frencir ships. To the
letter until Messina.

E



Kingdon of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

20 Grana (letters)

GR. 20 slate gray plus 2 grana light blue (Palenno paper), plate I. on first rate letter
from Messina §ovember21.1859) to Torino, rvith the Frenclr ship "cAplrot." until
Genova. The leffer, delivered directly to the ship, had the stamps cancelled with the
mark with points and a small anchor and the circular nominative rnark of the ship.
ln transit, Genova put the mark "PIROSCAFI POSTALI FRANCESI" and the tax
cancellatiou "l0" (l Lira), as if the Ietter had no stamp and was aniving from France.

It's the onllz recorded letter with this type of marking

The Stamps



Kingdom of Sicitg 1859 - 1860
i'

The Stamps

50 Grana - Qrr*tity: 25.000 stamps printed, 7.174 sold

The value of 50 grana is obviously that less used. It was useful to pay the most high rate,
especially for letters addressed abroad. Only one plate was made, printed on Naples paper
and only two stomps of the cliché were retouched.

50 Grana

GR. 50 dark purple lacquer
(diffèrent nuances)

GR. 50 bror.r,n lacqLrer. block
(pos. 2/3. 1211-1)

ffi,ffi
GR. 50 brown lacqrrer

(different nuances)

mrum,
GR. 50 chocolate



Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 7860

The Stamps

50 Grana (used)

GR. 50 brown lacquer

GR. 50 dark purple lacquer

GR. 50 chocolate plus 10 grana indigo, 5 grana pink carmine,plate I, and

I grano olive brown (Naples paper), plate II, on fragment of 66 grana.

!r

ffi
GR.50 chocolate
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Kingdoffi of Sicilg 7859 - 7860

The Stamps

50 Grana (letter)

GR. 50 brown lacquer (pos. 93 retouched) plus 10 glana dark blue (pos.60
retor,rched), 5 grana vermilion (Palermo paper). plate lI. and 1 grano clive
green (Naples paper), plate III, on three sheets (66 grana) letter from Messina.
The letter left with the French ship "Quirinal" for Genova on May 14,
1860. the same day in which Garibaldi assumed the dictatorship in Sicily.

It's the onlr- letter recorded with the 50 grana pos.93 with retouche

** 4/r* *' -E) i, ze/a*,



Kingdon of Sicilg 1859 - 7860

The retouched stamps

Several yetouches were made before printing the stamps to correct the imperfections

of the copper plates (in the contours or in the King's image). Only j of the 1j plates

had no retouch.

% Grano plate I: the plate hadT retouched stamps

% Grano: plate tr

pos.68

orar'ìge pos.3 1

l,ellorv liglrt orange pos.69 dark orange pos.99

f.-:I-"=,Fffi
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Klngdom of Sicilg 7859 - 7860

The retouched stamPs

1 Grano plpte I: the Plate had 22

Four of the 22wete retouched again
retouched stamPs.

in the second state

deep rust brown Pos.27
(first state)

olive brorvn greyish Pos.87
(second state)

E

brou,n rust Pos.18
(first state)

E

brown rust pos.55

(first state)

oiive brorvu pos.39
(first state)

Double retouch

olive green greyish Pos'98
(second state)

E

olive green greYish Pos.1 8

(second state)



Kingdam of Sicilg 1859 - 7860

The retouched stamps

1 Grano plate I

1 grano (lìrst state ) rtLst brou ll. pLrs. 5 I retoLlche cl. 
"i 

ith 5

erana pìnk carntine tpiate I ) pos.1. on registered lettel oi
a sheet and a half fi'om Catania (.lune 10. 1859) to \lessirla,

1 grano (first state) deep rust broun. pos. 57 retouched, *'ith 2 grana blue

(plate III) on letter from Catania (October 5. i859) to Messina. Taxed "1" .

on anival in Messina hAd thc ..ATFRANCATURA INSUFFICIENTE,. MATK'

E



Kingdorn of Sicilg 1859 - 1860

olive brorvn pos.59

§aples paper)

I gr. dark brolvu o1ive, pair
pos.61 /62. no retoucl-red

The retouched stamps

L Grano plate II: the plate hadT retouched stamps

light olive brown pos,69
(tr-aples paper)

i gr. olive
pos. 62 with retouche

olive pos.84
(Naples paper)

Other retouches of the plates became necessary in later times" as some clichés
had deteriorated. So for some positions there is the stanip r.vith and u,ithout retouche.

#
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Kingdom of Sicìlg 7859 - 1860

The retouched stamPs

I Grano plate Il

t

la

t

.ì .;'. ..: ^ ' -
--,r. ,l: s: :ai: letl:t' Ii.tt:l

{

1 grattcr r-,1ir e Lrro-tr n. p3i1. l-rtrs 69

first rate letter tì'otrt Catartia (\1arch
retoucheci. attcl r0. ott

ll. 185St tcr \lessina
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Kingdom of Sicily 7859 - 7860

The retouched stamps

I Grano plate II

1 grano light olive brown, pos. 82 retouched, with 2 grana

light blue (plate f), 4 stamps with pos. 82 and 84 retouched,

on letter from Palerrro (November 5, 1859) to Livorno.

1 grano
on first

greyish olive green. pair, pos.83 and

rate letter from MODICA (October
pos.84 with retouche,

13, i859) to Messina.

r i.r "



Kingdom of Sicilg 7859 - 1860
':"'

The retouched stamps

2 Grana plate I: the plate had 17 retouched stamps

2 gr. blue (Palermo paper) strip of 5
(pos. 4,5,6, 7 retouched,

with2 stamps retouched
8 retouched)

2 gr. cobalt blue §aples paper)
(pos.36)

2 gr. bright blue §aples paper)
(Pos.41)

2 gr.light blue§aples paper)
(pos.51)

2 gr.blue (Palermo paper)
(pos,55)

2 gr.bhre (Palermo paper)
(pos.7l)



Kingdom of Sìcilg 1859 - 7860

2 gr.light blue §aples paper)
(pos.79)

The retouched stamps

2 Grana plate I: the plate had L7 retouched stamps

2 gr. blue (Palermo paper) pos.78 on part of first
rate letter from Messina (May 7, 1859) to Palermo

2 gr. bright blue §aples paper)
(pos.81)

2 gr. light blue (Palermo paper)
(pos.82)

2 gr.light blue (Naples paper)
(pos.88)

2 gr. blue §aples paper)
(pos.9l)

2 gr. blue (Palermo paper)
(pos.92)

2 gr.bright blue §aples paper)
(pos.94)

gr. light blue (Palermo

!r
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Kingdom of Sicilg 7859 - 7860

The retouched stamps

2 Grana plate I

2 grana cobalt blue,2 stamps (pos. 51 retouched and 70) on second rate letter
from SIRACUSA (January 31, 1859) to Trapani, via Palermo (February 2. 1859)

2 grana pale blue, 4 stamps (pos. 6, 38, 53 and
sheets registered letter from MESSINA (February

57 retouched) on two
12, 1859) to Palermo.

5!
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Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 7860

The retouched stamps

2 gana blue (Palermo paper), strip of 4 stamps (pos. 71 u.ith retouch , 72- 73 . 7 4)
on one ounce letter from S.STEFANO DI CAMASTRA to Messina (October 6. 1859)

2 grana light blue §aples paper), pair (pos. 84 rvith retouch and 85)
on two sheets letter from CORLEONE to Palermo (July 15, 1859).
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Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 7860

The retouched stamns \'

2 Grana plate II: the plate had 6 retouched stamps

2 gr.blue (Palermo paper) pos.45 2 gr. cobalt blue (Naples paper) pos.83

2 grana dark cobah with 2 grana cobah blue (pos. t3 retorch€d) on regisered

leEer fr,om CEFALU' (May 3, 1859), without the nomindive pos*matq to Pakrmo.

tu;- 
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Kingdom of Sicilg 1859 - 7860

5 Grana plate tr : the plate had 5 retouched stamps

5 gr. pink carmine §aples paper)
pos.5

5 gr. dark carmine §aples paper)
pos.1 0

5 gr. carmine §aples paper)
pos. 19

5 gr. carmine §aples paper)
pos.46

5 Grana plate II: the plate had only 1 retouched stamp

5 gr. bright vermilion (Palermo paper)
pos. 90



Kingdom of Sieilg 7859 - 7860

The retouched stamps

5 Grana plate I

Ttrt

5 grana carmine §aples paper) pos. 5 retouched with 2 grana blue, plate I
(Palermo Paper), and 1 grano olive brown, plate tr §aples paper) on two

sheetsregistered letter from SIRACUSA (September 19. 1859) toMonreale.

5 grana pink carmine §aples paper) pos. 19 retouched withZ grana blue, plate I (Palermo Paper)

pos 81 retouched, and 1 grano grayish olive green, plate II §aples paper), pos.35 double print,

on two sheets registered letter from CALTAGIRONE to Palermo (September 9, 1859).

w
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Kingdom of Sìcilg 1859 - 1860

The retouched stamps

I0 Grana: the plate had 1,2 retouched stamps

dark blue pos.l

indigo pos.8

indigo pos.5

indigo pos.9 with 5 granapink carmine
on fragrnent to Naples (March 15, 1859)

indigo pos.11

dark blue pos.21 dark blue pos.53 dark blue pos.58

indigo pos.60 dark blue pos.6i

dark blue pos.4

lffi

ffiffiffi

indigo pos.91



Kingdom of Sicily 7859 - 7860

10 grana indigo,
(February l, 1860)

The retouched stamps

l0 grana dark blue pos. 5 retouched with 2 grana blue, plate III §aples paper), pair on

first rate letter from PALERMO (May 4, 1859) to Firenze with the commercial ship until
Naples. From there continued by land to destination, where it rvas taxed "6" crazie.

10 Grana

E

pos. 11 with retouche, on fnst rate letter from PAIERMO
to Rome. On arrival in the Papal State was taxed"24" bajocchi.
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Kingdom of Sicìlg 1859 - 7860

The retouched stamps

20 Grana : the plate had only 1 retouched stamp

50 Grana : the plate had2 retouched stamps

brown lacquer pos.67 bror.vn lacquer pos.93

gray slate pos.72

5-!

E
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Engraving and printing defects and varieties

Double print

The double print is due to accidental strokes of the inked plate on a sheet already printed.

Kingdom of Sicilg - 7859 -7860

GR'. % orange, plate I (Palermo paper)
Double print on the Ieft

the onl)'known

ruffi.
É_

GR.2 light blue, plate I §aples paper)
Double print on the left

GR.5 light vermilion, plate I
(Palermo paper)

Double print on the left

GR. I olive brorvn pair. plate II (Naples paper)
Double print on the left

GR. 2 bright blue. plate I (Naples paper)
Double print on the left

GR. 5 vermilion, plate I
(Palermo paper)

(**ith GR.l olive brown plate II)
Double print on the right

the only known

GR.20 grav slate
Double print on the right

GR. 5 pink canrine. plate I

(Naples paper)
DoLrble print on the left

E



Kingdom of Sicilg - 7859 -1860

Engraving and printing defects and varieties

Double engraving

The dotthle engrcttting is cottstctntlv pre,\eftt on$' in three pasitions o{ } grano, Il ptcte t3{),
32,35), ancl 50 gr{il't{} {13.6},701. Tlre e./fect is evident in tlze v,ording af tlrc e"f.figl, of the King.

Gr. 1Gr. 1 light olive green
plate II. pos.-30

greyish olive green
plate II. pos.30

Gr. 1 greyish olive green
plate Il pos.35

Gr. I gre.""ish olive green
plate II pos. 32

Gr. 50 brormr lacquer
pos.70

Gr. 50 brown lacquer
pos.62

E



Kingdom of Sicilg - 1859 -7860

Oilv print

It's due to the actioru of vegetable fats, sometimes in the brownish glue, that

penetrating through the porous paper reach the printed surface giving it an oily

appearance: at thé back it's possible see the image of the stamp with an effect called

"téte d'hivoire".

Gr.% arancio. plate II
(Palermo paper)

Gr. 1 olive brorvn. plate II
§aples paper)

Gr. 2 pale blue, plate I

(Naples paper)
Gr.5 pink cannine. plate I

(Naples paPer)

Gr. 10 dark blue

Gr. 20 grel, slate Gr. 50 brorvn lacquer

Engraving and printing defects and varieti€s

E
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Kimgdoffi of Sicilg - 1859 '1860

Engraving and printing defects and varieties

Dry print

It's due to insfficient moisteruing of the paper or to drying of the ink. It's also called

"poor print" and changes the appearance of the stamps-

Gr.Yz arancio, Plate i
§aples paper)

Gr. I olive green, plate II
Qrlaples paper)

Gr. 10 dark blueGr. 5 light vermilior plate I
(Palenno paper)

Gr. 2 blue, plate II

Gr.20 grey slate Gr. 50 brown lacquer

ffi



Kingdon of Sicilg - 1859 -1860

Engraving and printing defects and varieties

Recto-verso print and decalcs

Gr. 1 olive green. plate III
(ì.laples paper)

Gr. 5 vermilion, plate I
(Palermo paper)

They are really rare stamps with recto-verso print. Occasionally there are also
stamps with part of the print on the back, probably by contact with other sheets of
stamps not yet dry.

Gr.2 blue, plate I, pos. 74, light blue back
(Naples paper)

Gr. 1 olive green. plate III
(Naples paper)

Gr. 2 iight blue, plate II
(Naples paper)

Breaking of the print chalcographic screen

Gr. 1 rust brorvrr, plate I,
(Naples paper)

:-!



Kingdon of Sìcilg - 1859 '7860

Color sPots

There are three stamps that always have the same color spot. In others they are

frequentlyfound and in some occasionally.

The three stamps with constant color spots

Gr.% orange, plate I, Ps§--97
(Palermo paPer)

Gr. 2 blue. plate [. Pos. 30
(Palermo paper)

Gr. 5 vermilion, plate II. Pos. 57

(Palenno paper)

Frequently color sPot

Gr.% dark orange, plate I[, Pos. 74

(Naples paper)

Occasional considerable color spots

Gr.2 bright blue, plate ll, Pos.36
(Naples PaPer)

Gr.2 cobalt blue, plate II. Pos.48

§aples PaPer)



Kingdom of Sicilg - 7859 -1860

-},

Engraving and printing defects and varieties

Paper defects

Sometintes 1/ is possihle to -firud stamps u,ith accardiott .folds aJ'paper, verticsl or
horizontal, that existed before the press.

Gr. 1 greyish olive, plate II Gr. 2 pale blue. plate I

E

Gr. 2 bright blue. plate III Gr.l plate III Gr. 50 bronn lacquer

t -/r'/ ,, , , ,f- tt,, r,( t 4/,' r, E, ' 
* tn

-r/

Gr.2 blue. plate I

2granablue.platel{\aplespaperl.oniìrstratelenertil.mPalenr.-LFelrrLtan,...S5qt,,ì-\ssrìrLr.
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Kingdom of Sicilg - 1859 '7860

Fakes and rePrints

The "De §rerafio' 50 grana fakes

Jean De sperati is considered the most skilledfalsifier of philatetic rarities and there are also.fakes

on srnall sheets witi l,is autograph. ob,viousty ltu Ltto jottnd the stamps of sicity and three types of

the 50 granafalsified are lrnown'

Gr. 50 brown lacquer, tYPe

(sheet with autograPh)

Gr. 50 brown lacquer. t)'Pe C

1d i ffererrt ttuatlces)

It clates backto 1g3B the appearonce on the market of some prints made.on /ive original punche's of

the 50 grana plate, belonging to the sicilian painter'Francesco Camarda' Due to the deterioralion'

it was not possible to identify the positiion oi thu .five punches in the plate' Only reprints from 'four

punches aie known, as the fifth was very damaged in the outlines'

From nunch A

.=r=ì=_"=;: ffiÉéffi
brou,n black

(the onlY krown) From nunch C

ffi

From ounch B

dark brou'u


