
LEONARDO DA VINCI - LIFE AND WORKS OF A GENIUS 

       Painter, sculptor, inventor, military engineer, set designer, anatomy, scholar, man of science: Leonardo da 

Vinci (Anchiano, 1452 - Amboise, France, 1519) is considered one of the geniuses of humanity.   

       Nobody like him has managed to embody the drives and passions that made the Renaissance great.  

       A  person of great intuition, talent and creativity is called "genius" because with this word anciently indicated 

a divinity with otherworldly powers. The human being, therefore, possessed by this divinity, became capable of 

accomplishing extraordinary undertakings. 

       As a young man Leonardo went to the workshop of Andrea Verrocchio, also master of Botticelli.  It took little 
to the young artist to demonstrate his qualities.  The legend (according to what the art historian Giorgio Vasari 
writes) is that one day the pupil drew a small angel so well that his teacher, seeing him “never again did not want 
to touch colors, disdained that a boy knew more than  him". 
       Leonardo was fascinated by the functioning of the human body, so much so that he came to dissect corpses 
for his anatomical studies.  This practice, at the time considered to be on the verge of blasphemy, allowed 
Leonardo to draw the human body with a realism unknown to his contemporaries. 
       Leonardo's most famous works are the Mona Lisa, the Virgin of the Rocks, the Lady with an Ermine, the 
Last Supper (and Leonardo's Horse, an imposing sculpture never created due to the war that involved his  client, 
Ludovico il Moro, Duke of Milan.  The bronze needed for the work was in fact cast to make cannons. 
       Leonardo da Vinci succeeded in drawing to mark large canalization works of the various waterways and 
war works and fortifications.  At Ludovico Sforza's court he managed to build the inventions he had in mind, the 
weapons, war machines and the irrigation system of the fields he had designed.  He built a large equestrian 
monument, the nicknamed "Leonardo's Horse. 
       He developed other inventions that can be defined as modern.  One of these is the parachute: in the Atlantic 
code you can see a drawing depicting a man hanging on an object more similar to the parachute.  Here, that 
design was conceived precisely by Leonardo.  Another invention attributed to him is the tank. 
He designed a war machine capable of holding eight men.  Even the bicycle is an invention of Leonardo 
       As a scientist, Leonardo made fundamental research in mechanics (studies on the levers), anatomy 

(demonstration of the function of the muscles), optics, chemistry, geology, astronomy.  Precursor of many 

achievements of modern technology, he designed flying machines, nautical instruments, war machines. 

      In this short exhibition we wanted to summarize the multiple aspects of the genius of the great Italian. 
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