The World at war
from one peace: Versailles 1919
to another: Reims/Tokyo 1945)

The largest armed contflict in the history of mankind, which caused about 63 million military and civilian
casualties involving Nations from all continents, goes from September 1, 1939 to September 2, 1945.
Born from the harsh Treaty of Versailles, drafted at the end of the great war, the second world war marks
the pinnacle of the sacrifice of human lives on earth, in the skies and on the seas with, at the same time,
the largest military operations, as for men and means employed, never before completed successfully. It
also defined the supremacy of airpower and carrier vessels on traditional battleships.
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A FROM VERSAILLES TO THE TRIPARTITE 1. ARMISTICE, PEACE, TREATIES AND CONSEQUENCES

On November 11", 1918 the Armistice of Compiégne is signed between the Allies and the German Empire. On every front all
battles stop. The first World War is over.
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A FROM VERSAILLES TO THE TRIPARTITE 1. ARMISTICE,

PEACE, TREATIES AND CONSEQUENCES

Conference in Versailles on January 18", 1919.
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The President of the Confe-
rence is the Prime Minister
Georges Clemenceau. On
May 7%, 1919 the peace con
ditions are imposed to the
German delegation.

On that occasion a prophetic sentence
is supposed to have been said by Mar-
shal Foch: “ This is not peace; it is a
twenty years " armistice *
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A FROM VERSAILLES TO THE TRIPARTITE

1. ARMISTICE, PEACE, TREATIES AND CONSEQUENCES

The Treaty is signed on
June 28" 1919. It also
contained the famous
fourteen points wanted by
the American President
Woodrow Wilson.
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After accepting the full responsibility of the war, Germany and its Allies face the disarmament, the loss of their territories and the
compensation of the damage caused to the Allies.

The Treaty of Peace signed by Austria in the castle of Saint-Germain-en-Laye marks the fall of the Austro-Hungarian Empire.

Karl Renner, Chancellor of the new
Austrian Republic, signs the peace
Treaty on September 104" 1919.
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A FROM VERSAILLES TO THE TRIPARTITE 1. ARMISTICE, PEACE, TREATIES AND CONSEQUENCES

On August 10" | 1920, in Sévres, the Greek Prime Minister Eleftherios Venizelos signs, together with the Allies of the Entente, the
peace treaty with the Ottoman Empire; it marks the end of the Sultanate and the split of its territories.
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i e RO The Turkish Nationalists, led by Mustafa Kemal.
Lo SSC el Foan SN Ataturk, do not accept the Treaty and during the
:H SN 2 ¥ War of 1919-1922 they defeat Greece and mana
Ploiaiapen 7)o ge to keep the current borders of their Country.
Bl e ST T Hoverer, they lose the control of the Dardanelles
BAL = JEa and Bosphorus Straits.
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The Treaty of Lausanne of July
24™ 1923 puts an end to the
Greek-Turkish war and defines
the borders of two Countries.
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A FROM VERSAILLES TO THE TRIPARTITE 1. ARMISTICE, PEACE, TREATIES AND CONSEQUENCES

The Treaty of the Grand Trianon of Versailles marks the future of the Hungarian Kingdom after the collapse of the House of Haps-
burg Empire. Actually it changes the names and the borders of the Carpathian-Danubian area.
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its African and Pacific co-
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litical instability.
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mous debts of war drains
the Government revenues,
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A FROM VERSAILLES TO TRIPARTITE 2. THE RISE OF NATIONAL SOCIALISM

Historians now recognize that the harsh conditions imposed on Germany by the Treaty of Versailles, together with the great

depression of 1929, caused a deep discontent in the German people, and favoured the spreading of the National Socialist ideas of
Adolf Hitler and his movement.

Inflation in Germany
reaches its peak in
1923 .
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The fight to get the power in Germany ends in 1933 when Hindenburg appoints Hitler Chancellor of the Reich.
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Postal stationery praising Hitler’s rise to power.




A FROM VERSAILLES TO TRIPARTITE

2. THE RISE OF NATIONAL SOCIALISM

A “ Referendum “, held in the Saar on January 13, 1935, decides the return to the German Reich with 90,73 of votes.
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A FROM VERSAILLES TO TRIPARTITE 2. THE RISE OF NATIONAL SOCIALISM

The popular consensus encourages Hitler who conquers 1’ Austria. The plebiscite of October
4, 1938, ratifies the annexation of Austria to Germany.

On September 29, 1938, the Munich agreement gave the Sudetenland

to Germany, yet victorious whit its aggressive policy, opening the way
to Hitler for the conquest of the whole Czechoslovakia.

'''''''
.....

The delta of the River
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A FROM VERSAILLES TO TRIPARTITE 3. ITALY AND FASCISM

Even before Hitler in Germany, in Italy Mussolini, riding, after the great war, the discontent of the "mutilated victory" as
Gabriele D'Annunzio called it, rises to power on October, 31, 1922 in the context of strong political and social instability, with the
help of the " blackshirts " and " the March on Rome ™.
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the 3rd anniversary c_rf victory
in the great war

Organized by the F.N.P., the "March on Rome", on October 31, 1922 resulted in the rise to power of the same party. The event
ended on October, the 30th when the King decided to appoint Mussolini to form a new Government.
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A FROM VERSAILLES TO TRIPARTITE 3. ITALY AND FASCISM

Eager to create a colonial empire, Mussolini begins
the campaign in Ethiopia on October 2, 1935. The -~ B

League of Nations, of which Italy, too, is not surpri L' _A_ F R I C A O R I E N T A L E

singly part, imposes its "sanctions" on Italy on :
October 7, 1935. The campaign ends on May 9, 1936| ° ETIOPIA 1' SOMALIA - ERITREA

and the "sanctions" are repealed on July 4, 1936. At
last Italy has its colony in Eastern Africa.
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A FROM VERSAILLES TO TRIPARTITE 3. ITALY AND FASCISM

On April 7, 1939, Mussolini invades the small Albania; *- T e i T AN RN o oy
on April 12, the Constituent Assembly approves a new : 5
Constitution that turned the Italian Protectorate of Alba
nia into the Kingdom of Albania.

The same as in Germany, it is the last Italian conquest
before two dictators are united in the madness of war.

December 4, 1939, Albania :
overprinted stamp for the
Constituent Assembly

April 8,1939, Albania:

stamp with the effigy of
King Vittorio Emanuele 111.
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Albania, June 1941:
letter for Maleo (M)
charged by 50 cets.
tax at its arrival.




A FROM VERSAILLES TO THE TRIPARTITE

4. JAPANESE IMPERIALISM

Emperor Hiro-Hito came to power on December 25, 1926. Inside the Government he had to face the caste of the military power,
led by gen. Tojo, determined to subdue with arms most of the Asian countries In order to strengthen the Empire.
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Japan, 1928: commemorative values for
the coronation of Emperor Hiro-Hito.

The Japanese militarists had already forced the
Emperor’s hand in 1931 with the conquest of
Manchiuria.

Manciukuo , Jiandao : M.P. free postcard sent to

Gumna, Japan, seen for censorship.

With the Emperor’s approval, Prince Asaka Yasuhiko, the Emperor’s uncle, is appointed chief of the Japanese Army. Using as a
pretext " The Marco Polo’s Bridge Incident " (when Japanese soldiers desguised in Chinese uniforms attack the Japanese troops)

Japan starts the 2™ Sino-Japanese war. On July 7, 1937 it occupies Shanghai, Nanking and the Xhanxi defended by the army of

the Kuomintag (Chinese nationalist party) led by Chiang Kai-shek.

Chinese overprinted stamps for the

Japanese occupation of Nanking
And Shanghai.




A FROM VERSAILLES TO THE TRIPARTITE 4. JAPANESE IMPERIALISM

At the end of July 1941, Japan managed to get the permission from the Vichy Government to settle military bases in Indochina.
For the United States, Britain and the Netherlands that was a strong signal of the will to conquer the rich Japanese possessions in
Southeast Asia. Sanctions were immediately taken against Japan. The embargo was made on oil and iron supplies.
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B THE BEGINNING OF TRAGEDY 1. THE ATTACK ON POLAND

At dawn, on September 1, 1939, at 4.45 a.m., Hitler's Wehrmacht invaded Poland and that
was the beginning of the 2" World War tragedy. It will come to an end only on September
2, 1945.

Roijtlarte

‘HAT UNS BEFREIT
1. Se:pt 1939

DEUTSCH ES RE]CH

Invaded also on the Eastern front by the Soviet Union, Poland will surrender on September 27, 1939, after a strenuous defence
of Warsaw.

Propaganda Postal stationery: “ Danzig is German

The battles of
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B THE BEGINNING OF TRAGEDY

2. A STRANGE WAR

After the conquest of Poland a new period starts: it is called ““ Period of the strange war “ because none of the opposite armies
moved. The battlefield was only on the sea.

pECH

il e ———

MARSHALL ISLANDS

!"-|.:r|_|ni'i1ilt__'h ||r H"ﬂ"; El‘!-‘lp':.'l'. Lk 5":?”

On October 14, at 10,30 a.m. the u-boat 47, Commander Gunther Prien , enters the Scapa Flow Bay: the battleship Royal Oak sinks

The Home fleet recovers and on December 14 of the same year, by the cruisers Aiax, Exeter and Achilles, commanded by
Commodore Harwood, it forces the heavy buttlecruiser Admiral Graf Spee, to find a shelter in Montevideo harbour. The cruiser
will find self-sinking in the estuary of the Rio de la Plata on the 17th. The German com. Langsdorff commits suicide 3 days later.
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B THE BEGINNING OF TRAGEDY 3. DENMARK AND NORWAY FALL

Anticipating the moves of the English troops, in order to ensure
the passage of his ships in the North Sea, Hitler, on April 9, 1940
decides to invade Denmark and Norway. The latter, attacked from E s
the sea, land and air, aided by British and the French, resists until DA W ,fm
e -

until 10 June. DEUTSCHES REICH |
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B THE BEGINNING OF TRAGEDY 4. BLIETZKRIEG IN THE WEST

Begun in 1928 and finished in early 1940, the Maginot line, named to commemorate the Minister André Maginot, who had
worked for the approval to the construction of the work, aimed at defending the borders of France. The German invasion plan
(Fall Gelb) often also referred to as Sishelschnitt, provides the steps for the invasion of France through the Ardennes and the

occupation of Belgium and Holland.
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1941, the attack on the Maginot line.



B THE BEGINNING OF THE TRAGEDY 4. BLIETZKRIEG IN THE WEST

----------- eexsvRsETRwewetesssy T e Grerman Ranzer and

= Tl o el | Luftwaffe attack at dawn
on May 10, 1940. In few
days Belgium and Holland
surrene. The French and

British armies are surroun
ded in the bay of Dunkirk.
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Thanks to a massive rescuing action almost 300,000 soldiers are re-embarked on small
and big ships.
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4. BLIETZKRIEG IN THE WEST

B THE BEGINNING OF THE TRAGEDY

When Paris is occupied, on June 14, 1940, France signs the armistice on June 22" and its territory is divided into two parts: the
northern part, including the whole Atlantic zone is occupied by the German army, the southern part, called free France, relies on

the French Government settled in Vichy and led by Marshal Phillipe Pétain

ol it Sl P TN e AT Y — — e — —— : T ——————
MAHSHALL ISLANDS s o T
ea s R Ty I YRR A v
PN S Vants O\ G S
I;' !I'_I"‘ ﬁ _; i 'I '#} |
t‘ 2 - ;_,_Lt-*_ ““__;ﬂr__‘r 5
H*ﬁh-‘: 2 / T Y ) I T aae
. g DA WIPSE  wa
Hochwolgeboren
Herrn
The Wehrmacht march Dr_Arnold Huber:
along the Champes ] |
Elysees.
- Zueric h/SUISSE,
SUISSE . N I TTTOT Y yes
Spiegelhofsir 28
Letter from Vichy, free "
France, to Zurich,
October, 23, 1940,
FDURNITUHES GENERALES -
. ; t

x:
Cumuagmﬂs ne Nawga mn Mannﬂ Buulan@izr?aﬁmné Brs
Roger SUJOL : 25, Boulevurd o Ra {_ MAR

f?/

L

pour Q\,

'I';!"ll.l'l-ﬂﬂ

&;

TEL.EPH COLBERT O 6- DI

- Btablissewents MICHEL & CLEMENT

¥ S L i I__Il' ey | 3 [ :| 1L —— | ||.r|: . - '--.-._.'_F.__:;

IL o 1 Nl i, | i l b et = =

by ; h -I I | | ] I| — |
v | e s ety (] ' il Rk o 1] e 2=
ANl 1 R1AE S ) et I LT | PR L I

7 & 9 Rue deﬂ “+ Ch-fipaaux
 LYON(Rudne) . ) m_
: e || '“H' ¥ Ak (it |
A The last value dedicated

to Mar. Pétain,

Cancellation letter " Marseille République”, May 20,1942 ,to Lyon (France).



B THE BEGINNING OF THE TRAGEDY 5. ITALY ENTERS THE WAR

On October 6, 1940 Italy declares war on Britain and France. The troops enter France through the Western Alps without
conquering any special territories. The position of the "Tripartite” is thus consolidated.
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B THE BEGINNING OF THE TRAGEDY 6. THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

Hitler, who knew the superiority of the English fleet, before invading Britain leaves to Goring and his Luftwaffe the task to
destroy London and the Royal Air Force. For Germany that will mean a great loss of planes and pilots.

Battle of Brotan (944
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B THE GEGINNING OF TRAGEDY 7. EASTERN EUROPE IN FLAMES

Without consulting Hitler, Mussolini orders to invade Greece on October 28,1940, perhaps hoping for a bright and quick success.

It won't be quince: the difficult mountainous ground, the lack of preparation, and the shortage of means will force Hitler to rush to
the aid of Italy to avoid Mussolini a fool.
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Letter from M.®. 204, Greek front to Florence, May 5,1942 with Mussolini's motto "with Germany side by side, until the end"



BB THE BEGINNING OF THE TRAGEDY

7. EASTERN EUROPE IN FLAMES

By declaring war on Greece and Yugoslavia, Hitler also rescues his ally Mussolini. The operation in the Balkans, called "Marita",
will however cause a two months’ delay before attacking Russia, with inevitable negative consequences.
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B THE BEGINNING OF THE TRAGEDY 7. EASTERN EUROPE IN FLAMES

After the conquest of the Balkans and Greece, the German forces could not allow Crete to remain in the hands of the allies.
Therefore, with an action of airborne troops (operation Merkur ), the Wehrmacht began the attack on May 20, 1941 and in June

the island was completely conquered. The allies managed to re-embark and load about 18,000 men out of 32,000 stationed on the
Island.
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B THE BEGINNING OF THE TRAGEDY

7. EASTERN EUROPE IN FLAMES

On June 22nd, 1941, with a six weeks’

delay because of the invasion of the
Balkans, Greece and Crete, Hitler
attacks Russia. The operation is called
"Barbarossa"; thousands of guns, tanks
and planes launch a massive attack to
the Soviet forces.
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Croatian, Norwegian volunteers and by Slovak Divisions.
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7. EASTERN EUROPE IN FLAMI

B THE BEGINNING OF THE TRAGEDY
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B THE BEGINNING OF THE TRAGEDY 7. EASTERN EUROPE IN FLAMES

The arrival of "General Winter" and the help of Siberian fresh divisions, led by Gen. Zukov and called back from Leningrad,
cause the victory in the battle of Moscow. The Germans, who were at about 50 miles from Moscow, can only see it in photos.

M.P. 20616 sector ( to

Moscow (August 18, 1943).
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Part of the population of Leningrad, evacuated before the encirclement, is sent beyond the Urals. Their mail is sent to the soldiers
left behind to defend the town, while on the southern front the battle for the conquest of Stalingrad continues.
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C DUEL ON THE SEAS AND THE AFRICAN SCENE I. DUEL ON THE SEAS

The "battle of the Atlantic", as W. Churchill called it, is the longest of

the whole conflict. It began in 1939 and ended only at the end of the 2
war. The first great victory on the sea was reached by the Home Fleet g
when it sank the Bismarck on May 27, 1941, after the German ship had o
sunk the battle cruiser Hood and seriously damaged the Prince of Wales. E'i
e
The Bismarck, E i
opens fire. =2
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The Hood is sinking
while the battleship
Prince of Wales
withdraws after being hit.
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The chase of the German damaged battleship is accomplished by the battleship King George V, the aircraft carrier Ark Royal,
cruisers and destroyers, including the Polish Piorun. Afier being hit by torpedoes and the gunfire, the ship sinks at 9.30 on May

27,
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C DUEL ON THE SEAS AND THE AFRICAN SCENE 1. DUEL ON THE SEAS

In order to hinder the flow of aids that the United States and Canada, the latter not yet at war, sent to Britain and Russia, Germany
carried out a real chase against the convoys, by using its pirate ships and U-boats in formations called "pack of wolves".

ARE MONDIALE 19391945 - SECOND WORLD WAR

The aids to the allies from USA and Canada and the formation of convoys along the Atlantic route.

To contrast the attacks of the German U-boats, convoys were escorted by British, Canadian and American destroyers and
corvettes, following the route passing South of Iceland and arriving even at the ports of Murmansk and Archangel in Russia.
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Destroyer Reuben James sunk October 31

The Rouben James sunk by U-boats. The rescue of surviving sailors.




C DUEL ON THE SEAS AND ON THE AFRICAN SCENE

1. DUEL ON THE SEAS

The United States built 2,710 ships “Liberty” during the war. Each of them, 14,200 tons of gross tonnage, could carry 300 rail
cars of aid or 440 tanks or 2,840 jeeps. About 200 of these ships were sunk .
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C DUEL ON THE SEAS AND THE AFRICAN SCENE 2. THE AFRICAN SCENE

The I.E.A war lasted from March 17, 1941 to November 29, 1941 with the surrender of Gondar by Gen. Nasi. Earlier, on May 17,
1941, Amedeo Duke of Aosta had surrendered in Amba Alagi obtaining from the British "the honour of arms" for the bravery and
the valour of the Italian soldiers.

M.P. free postcard with the Duke of Aosta and his soldiers.
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April 6,1940, Eritrea: letter from Dessie Amara to Cormons, Capriva arrived before Italy entered the war.



C DUEL ON THE SEAS AND THE AFRICAN SCENE

2. THE AFRICAN SCENE

The war on the “ Libyan front “ was a series of avances and retreats from September 13, 1940 until January 23, 1943 when
Montgomery’s troops arrived in Tripoli.
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M.P. postcard with the Mediterramean and North Africa..

The first move on the Libyan front is operated by Graziani who occupies Sidi-el-Barrani in the Egyptian territory. The British

counterattack, take the Italians by surprise and reoccupy the town. In January 1941 the British conquer Bardia and on the 22nd
they arrive in Tobruk. Graziani orders the retreat. On February 6,194 1 the British invade the Cyrenaica.

Italia, 1941 : stamp of

Cirenaica airmail, 1929

overprinted “ Libia
last issue.

Cirenaica, Bengasi : letter
for Salerno, January 30,1941
before the British occupation.
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C DUEL ON THE SEAS AND THE AFRICAN SCENE 2. THE AFRICAN SCENE

Considering the Italian

defeat, Hitler runs to the

aid of Mussolini and TAG DER BRIEFMARKE 1942
sends Gen. Rommel with e S T R T g

Tripol. 2
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On March 24,1941, after replacing Graziani with Gen. Gariboldi, Rommel begins his offensive on April 10™ and surrounds
Tobruk. Although constantly attacked, the British troops resist.
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C DUEL ON THE SEAS AND THE AFRICAN SCENE
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2. THE AFRICAN SCENE

On February 7,1942 Rommel makes his troops stop
along the Derna- Bir Hakeim line. In May he advan
ces again and regains Bir Acheim,

Rommel stops his advance in El Alamein, waiting
for reinforcements, which are not as many as expec
ted. The British replace their commanders. Gen.

Montgomery and Alexander are in action on Octo-
ber 23, 1942, they attack with forces much higher
than Rommel’s ones.
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The Allies advance.

August 13, 1942, Libya, by M.P.

210, 10k Division GG.FE. for
Naples.
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C DUEL ON THE SEAS AND THE AFRICAN SCENE 2. THE AFRICAN SCENE

...........

ELALAMEIN

Nl

ESERCITO ITALIANO

- FiCRLs - 1564 A BELLADRL

ITALIA 800 ~— |

Italian cemetery of
E( Alamein.

October 19,1942, Italy:

front of E[ Alamein, a
few days before Mont-
Gomery’s offensive,
started on the 23 of
the same month.
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marcia su Roma, se primi tra i primi non aves-
slmﬂ alzato la bandiera dell'antibolscevismo.
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Memories of a defeat despite the valour and
courage of the Italians soldiers on the battletield.

Propaganda postcard for the Army
in tariff: foot soldier with grenade.

0° AMNIY. EL ALAMEIN




C DUEL ON THE SEAS AND THE AFRICAN SCENE 3. THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA AND MALTA

On November 11, 1941, at 11 p.m. the torpedo bombers Swordfish, taken from the aircraft carrier Illustrious, attack the naval
base in Taranto. The battleships Cavour, Littorio and Caio Duilio, and the Cruiser Trento and smaller vessels are hit.
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June 18,1941:Italy
correspondence from

“ Littorio *

e

CARTOLINA PO AL BT
UJ£4 PER LE FOREP AR , ['.:.;:.;1:;@!

May 31,1941, Italy:
M.P. card from the
cruiser “Trento “
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C DUEL ON THE SEAS AND THE AFRICAN SCEN

3. THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA AND MALTA

The battle of Cape Matapandel, March 28, 1941in the
Peloponnese, between the Italian team, formed by
battleship Vittorio Veneto, cruisers and normal ships,
and the British fleet, formed by three battleships, inclu-
ding the Warspite and the aircraft carrier Formidable,
marks a clear defeat of the Italian fleet.

The Vittorio Veneto 1s hit but it can survive; the

VISCOUNT CUNNINGHAM/HMS WARSPITE

cruisers Pola, Zara and Rijeka are sunk.

Admiral Cunningham
and the battleship Warspite

Correspondence from
the “ Vittorio Veneto “
and “ Pola “
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C DUEL ON THE SEAS AND THE AFRICAN SCENE 3. THE MEITERRANEAN SEA AND MALTA

The most successful action is achieved by the raiders of the 10" Flotilla Mas who attack the

battleships Valiant and Queen Elizabeth in the harbour of Alexandria in Egypt with the

LSC (slow-Running Torpedoes), commonly referred to as "pigs". The crew of the Durande LI
de la Penne-Bianchi, Martellotta-Marino and Marceglia-Schergat, driven near the port by ey
the submarine Scire, seriously damage two P e,
battleships, one destroyer and one tank. : bt ks
g . XANE 1E - 1951 e ;
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HMS Valiant, Alessandria A’ Egitto,the Scire. %ﬁ;}“ﬂf _ 08

Italy, ®.M.free postcard with
raiders of the Royal Navy on
LSC-pigs.

On the airfleet operations Har
poon-Vigorous and Pedestal
from supplying the isle of Mal
ta, the Italian-German forces
sinking aircraft ““ Eagle “, 3
cruiser, 7 destroyers , 1 tanker
and 16 merchant ships.
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[taly lost the Cruiser “ Tren-
to “ and one destroyer.

Correspondence sent to sailor

(]

on _force on the “Trento *




D JAPAN SPREADS OUT 1. PEARL HARBOR

On a Sunday of December, on the 7", 1941, at 7,55 a.m. without any declaration
of war, the Japanese attack the U.S. territory of Hawaii. The II World War starts
on a large scale in the Pacific and South-East Asia. The Japanese strategist of
the naval operations is Adm. Isoroku Yamamoto, Commander of the Japanese

combined fleet.
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Intercepiion of Yamamoto 3
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Thanks to the second in command, Adm. Nagumo, the powerful Japanese fleet, formed by the aircraft carriers Akagi, Kaga,
Soryu, Hiryu, Shokaku and Zuikaku and escorted by battleships, cruisers and submarines, start to launch the first wave of 183
planes at 06,00 a.m.; the second wave of 167 aircraft carriers is launched at 07,00 a.m..

COMMOMWEALTH OF

DOMINICA

COVIMDOMNWEALTH OF

DOMINICA

Fﬁﬁmﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁr-—---. R vty =
U35, WARD SINKS TWO HIDCET STEMARNEE e o4

While the Japanese planes are about to reach
the island of Oahu and Pearl Harbor Bay, the
destroyer Word and a patrol of the Navy sink a
Japanese submarine.

7.DEC199] FORT LYON, CO 81038




D JAPAN SPREADS OUT

1. PEARL HARBOR
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At 7.45 a.m. the island’s
airports are attacked inclu
ding Hicham Field.

Cap. Fuchida communicates
“Tora, Tora,Tora”, the sur-
prise attack was successful.

Foied Isskand Mimanl Adr Sledian
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The Japanese planes reach the naval base at 7,55 a.m. and begin to torpedo and bomb the U.S. battleships. They sink the

Oklahoma and Arizona and seriously damage the remaining six battleships, causing a hell of fire.
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The first explosions.

Arizona sinks.
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postcard, 1943.

The base of Pearl Harbor under attack in a Japanese




D JAPAN SPREADS OUT

. PEARL HARBOR

The treacherous Japanese attack on
the USA has a high price: 2,402 dead,

1,247 injured and the temporary loss E
of almost the complete surface fleet sy
with the exception of the aircraft car- mr—
riers not there on the day of the ene- —
my’s raid; the "day of infamy s

LSS West Virgria and LSS Tonnessan ADées

COMMONWEALTH OF

DMINII!‘:E

The destroyer Shaw and the
battleship Tennessee sink,
The Nevada tries to leave
the base, but it is hit by tor
pedoes and bombs. It lies on

shallow water with its dead

sailors.

UL.5. declares war on Japan, December 8

The aircraft carriers
Enterprise, Hornet and
Yorktown are safe be-
because out in the sea
ON a mission.

The "day of infamy" will never be forgotten. It can only be
followed by the entrance of the United States into the war.
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JAPAh DECLARES WAR ON
BRITAIN AND AMERICA
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Newspaper reports about the attack on the Hawaii with Roosevelt signing the declaration of war




D JAPAN SPREADS OUT 1. PEARL HARBOR

Besides Pearl Harbor, in anticipation of a future attack on
the Midway, the Japanese attack and conquer the isles of
Wake and Guam on December 8 and 10, 1941.

”REMLMBER WAKE ISLAND"
50Lh ANNIV. STA
DEC.7,1991
TRENTON,N.J

08650
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PAN AMERICAN AIRWAYS INC
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. STRAITS SETTLEMENTS T

In the same month of December
the Japanese forces occupy the

‘| British possession of Hong
Kong defended by Canadian
troops, and are ready to invade
Malaya.

T
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Japan, 1043: a 2 s. posicard.




D JAPAN SPREADS OUT 2. SOUTHEAST ASIA

In six months the Japanese conquer the Philippines,
Malaysia, Burma, Thailand, Borneo, Indonesia and
much of China. On September 12,1941 the Japanese
deal a blow to the British Navy sinking the only two
battleships present in those seas.

____________________

MARSHALL ISLANDS

Aalantic € harter 18]

The Repulse and Prince
of Wales.

1942, Italy: allegorical M.P. card, free of import duties,
with the Japanese samurai sinking the British ships.

To celebrate the conquest of Singapore the Japanese Post Office overprinted two
_ stamps depicting the heroes of the Russian-Japanese war of 1905: Gen. Nogi and
- . - Adm. Togo. They also mention Gen. Percival’s surrender.

MARSHALL ISLANDS -

Fallof Singapore | 941

Japan, 1943: a 2 s.postcard.




D JAPAN SPREADS OUT

After the conquest of the capital Rangoon in May the whole Burma is occupied by the Japanese.

2. SOUTHEAST ASIA

MARSHALL ISLANDS

Rangoon Falls w Fapamese 1942

JAPANESE

SPECIAL
SERVICE POST
BURMA.

S —— e = Sy

THAHAN PHAUNG

ADMISSION COMANDER

NO, 6824B1E

CLARK OFFICE OF 8. D, 0. M.
JAF? MILY CAMP,
RANGOON - BURMIA.
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Japanese stamps issued for the conquest of the Dutch Indies and Burma.

The "Burma Road”, joining India to China, was the only way to provide supplies to Chiang Kai-Shek’s troops opposing to the

Japanese forces. If was interrupted by the Japanese troops on April 29, 1942 despite the efforts of the British and American
soldiers commanded by the American General, Stilwell.

MARSHALL ISLANDS

Ferrnaie Boscd omfTacts 19000 1945

Burma HRoad, 717- mlle lifeline to China




D JAPAN SPREADS OUT

2. SOUTHEAST ASIA

The Philippines ,too, are a Japanese target. Landed on the isle of Luzon on October 12, 1941 they occupy the capital Manila

January 2, 1942.
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MARSHALL ISLANDS
Fall of Masmila to Japanese ffnjn:ﬁ P2
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MARSHALL ISLANDS

Surender of Baiaandeath March 1942

.......

Letter from
Corregidor,
Jun 8,1938
to Wyoming
(USA)
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The American and Philippine troops retreat into the Bataan peninsula but after fighting for months they surrender on April 9™. The
prisoners’ start the * long death march “ which decimates them through diseases, food and water shortage and the hardness of the

march.
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MARSHALL ISLANDS

Fall of Corregidor 1942

Corregidor falls to Japanese May 6, 1942

MacAnhur Evacusted from Cosrezidor 1952

MARSHALL ISLANDS

On May 6, 1942 even Gen. Wainwright’s troops, sheltered in the isle of Corregidor, are obliged to surrender to Japanese forces.

Gen. MacArthur left the Philippines uttering the famous sentence I shall return .
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D JAPAN SPREADS OUT

2. SOUTHEAST ASIA

After the loss
of the Philippi-
nes, Gen. Mac
Arthur and
Adm. Nimitz
coordinate the
strategies for
the allies’ come
back.

FIRST ANNIVERSARY
PHILIPPINE EXECUTIVE COMMISSION

JANUARY 23, 1943

UNANG KASANTAUNARN

NG SANGGUNIANG TAGAPAGPAGANAP

NG FILIPINAS
1 — 23— 1943

PHILIFPINES §

CHARLES BLUM

#..0. B. 21998
MANILA

The decision is taken for an
air attack to show the allies’
ability to hit Japan on its heat.
Col. Doolittle is charged with
the mission. He tales off from
aircraft Hornet with 16 B-25,
arrives over Tokyo on April
18, 1942 and bombards it.

' : :-._"'- ! g : 7
£ ik Ee Y T -

JIMMY DOOLITTLE

Doolittle Raid
60" Annmiversary Station
April 18, 1942
“We did 1t then we can do it agam.”

s | S

il

April 18, 2002
Halifax, VA 24558

________________________

Japan invades Aleutian Islands June 1942

22¢ Australia *

In about six months Japan conquers ma

40th ANNIVERSARY of the BATTLE of TARAWA

! . MOHCOUS H_“{' )
ny pacific Islands the Aleutians, Borneo L7 e 1983
and Philippines. It also aims to conquer T S
the NEW Guiﬂe& ﬂnd Ausnﬂlia. o MECT PAREmAY TS

LAl LIaED

I e
“|  TARAWA

The Japanese victory on battle of the Coral Sea is tactical while the American one is strategic. In fact it prevents the Japanese
occupation of Port Moresby, a springboard for the conquest of New Guinea first and of Australia later.

GUINEA Y
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CORAL SEA BATTLE

USS Lexington under air attack during
the Battle of the Coral Sea 08.05.1942

‘__——__'E $1' 05
Coral Sea
Battle 1942

Australia

1 ]

U.S. wins Battle of the Coral Sea May 1942
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D JAPAN SPREADS OUT 3. MIDWAY

The battle of the Midway Islands marks the end of the Japanese supremacy in the Pacific. The unexpected American victory,

coordinated by Adm.Nimitz, Commander of the naval forces in the Pacific, lasts from 4 to 7 June, 1942, at about 200 miles
north of Midway. In case of victory, the conquest of the Islands would have allowed Japan to eliminate the American carriers

and to attack the Hawaii successfully.

The Hiryu and Enterprese.

But luck helps the Americans. In factthe last | o« oo o0 _ ER
“ Catalina" sent in a reconnaissance mission, | = e T
finds the fleet and immediately informs the
American command. The Japanese cannot

rely on surprise.

"i'mﬂ:lnlr:! m F: uw'mr.wm-m

SOLOMON ISLAND% #

B0 ANNIVERSARY OF THE @ i Eaptiadr
END OF WORLD WAR I e A L

EiR 1L

Nagumo
in_ARagr.

50° ANNIVERSARY OF THE
1 END OF WORLD WAR II

/
Fletcher in LA
Yorktown.




D JAPAN SPREADS OUT 3. MIDWAY

At the end of the battle, the Imperial fleet commanded by the Adm. Nagumo records the sinking of all its four aircraft carriers,
Akagi, Kaga, Soryu and Hiryu.

The battle.

BATTLE DF VIDWAY

(:.T »':.-‘ o, ﬂiiﬂ{, DS
The United States remember the tj.j:f Vo s m.m;
loss of Yorktown. e, Ve,

Yorktown lost, U.S. wins at Midway, 1942

ik - Mr< A ) EPis<eiy

. . The unexpected victory
- ' amerik trough in second
world war 1n the sector
on the Southeast Asian
and the entire Pacific.
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“y
270 17th Ave

V... Mail 1944 from Pearl
Harbor (Navy 128) Fleet
Post Office, Naval Censor
to San Francisco, Calif.
“Tojo 1s sailor’s bag “

provided. Wea typawriter, Gork ish, o1 pasell. Weite pleinly. Very imell




E THE COUNTERATTACK IN EUROPE 1. THE CAMPAIGN IN ITALY

April 1, 1943: from
Castelfranco to the
M.P. 221, Tunisia,
during the Italian

retreat.

PER VIA AEREA

After the last opera-
tions in Tunisia, the
allies begin the AN

“ Hasky “ operation, [ =~

the invasion of Sicily

on July 10,1943. In one month Sicily is released.

Sicily attacked hy Allied forces, July 1943
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E THE COUNTERATTACK IN EUROPE

1. THE CAMPAIGN IN ITALY

Grado, Cnﬂume
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March 20, 1943 : free postcard from Sicily, P.M. 3550 to Genoa, before the allies’ landing.

With the arrival of the allies and the partial occupation of Italy new
stamps for the administration of the correspondence are printed.

August 24,1943, Italy: emission for Sicily with
words "Allied Military Postage and Italy’,
validity of use September 30,1944

March 8,1944, Italy: letter from Alimena to Enna, Sicily, franked with 50 cent. "Allied Military Postage".
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E THE COUNTERATTACK IN EUROPE 1. THE CAMPAIGN IN ITALY

On July 25, 1943. during the conquest of Sicily by the allies, King Vittorio Emanuele Il1I removes Mussolini from head of
Government and imprisons him at the Gran Sasso. Secretly, on September 3 in Cassibile, Gen. Castellano signs the Armistice
with the allies. The Act is made public only on the evening of September the g

arrest.

Mittente

Litla e Via

September 3,1943, Italy: postcard from Florence on the day of the signature of the Armistice, checked for censorship and made at the
Post Office for forwarding to Milan on 6 September, when the Armistice is signed but not yet made public.



E THE COUNTERATTACK IN EUROPE 1. THE CAMPAIGN IN ITALY

On September 3, 1943, the Armistice signed in Italy, also known as the "short" Armistice, 1s made public. aboard the British
battleship Nelson, on September 29, "the long Armistice” 1s signed between Gen. Eisenhower and Marshal Badoglio.

Dwight David Eisenhower

HMS Nelson visited St Helena 15.05.1941 ‘
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September 3,1943, Italy:private postcard from Codogno’s Civil Hospital on the day of the signing of the Armistice, arrived in Senna
Lodigiana on September 8, 1943, day on which the Armistice is made public.




E THE COUNTERATTACK IN EUROPE 1. THE CAMPAIGN IN ITALY

With the Armistice Italy must deliver its ships to the allies. The battleship
"Rome" 1s however intercepted and sunk off Sardinia’s sea on September 9,1943.
Meanwhile the allies, now friends, land at Salerno on September 9, 1943.

B i = T

Italy invaded by Allies, September 1943

January 22,1944 allies
land at Anzio and Net-
tuno with the support
marine forces inclu-
ding the cruiser “ Pene
lope .

0. Milles

146069 Ediz. Emanuele Mingiacchi
Tabacchi - Anzio

WORLD WAR II 50th AMNNIVERSARY
LAND SHIP TANKS INVASION STA

Columbia River Gorge

SICILY SALERNO TUNIS ALEUTIANS
CAPE GLOUCESTER SOLOMONS RENDOVA
NEW GUINEA BOUGAINVILLE TREASURY
CAPE TOROKINA VELIA LAVELIA LAE

IS F
AR AT AR AR R A AR AR A h i d ook oo

ORLANDO FL. 32819 SEPT 3 1993

LST (Ships Landing Tanks)
used for landings in Sicily
and Salerno.




E THE COUNTERATTACK IN EUROPE 1. THE CAMPAIGN IN ITALY

The approach to Cassino’s front implies significant
losses for the allies. Wounded soldiers are cared for
in military facilities located close to the front.

V... Mail of 58th American Medical Battalion, A.2.0
n. 464 based in Caserta.

I POCZTA POLOWA iy
- JKORPUSL -

1"'1 44 1 ‘3 45
ITALIA |

Started on January 12, 1944, the battle of Cassino
lasts until May 19, when the Polish unit of Gen.
Anders manages to raise its flag on the ruins of the
Abbey.

ZITH ANNIVERSARY |
BATTLE OF MONTE EAS‘-? "
o~ 1244-13869
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Along the Garigliano river on the “ Gustav Line “ fierce fighting took
place. Free France forces led by Gen Juin helped the allies.

REPUBIJQUE FRAN’CIHISE
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E THE COUNTERATTACK IN EUROPE 2. FROM STALINGRAD TO LENINGRAD

On the East front, from Leningrad to the Caucasus, in the autumn of 1942 the response of the Soviet Union is hard. On
November 19 the Russians crush the German-Romanian defence on the Don in five days and reach Kalac encircling Stalingrad.
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Attack and defense of Stalingrad.
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The work of women in factories and
in the military aid to the front was ve
ry important.
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The battles on the Don
and the encirclement
of Stalingrad also in-
volve the Italian troops.
Part of the ARMIR

(8" Army) must with-
draw to avoid encircle-
ment. In particular the
35" Army Corps fight
at Serafimovic’s brid-

gehead.
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M.P. 88, free card of Oc-
Tober 15,1942 from the
Russianfront to Levico

(Tremto).
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The Russian offensive on the Don opens the Italien’s retreat.
SEAKAS| OTEYECTBENHAS BOAMA 1041-1045¢ A long odyssey on foot starts across the freezing Russian
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The town of Kursk, railway between Moscow and Harkov, is

known because of the biggest battle with armed vehicles in history which took place there from
July 4 to August 1, 1943.

- BNEPEJ, 3A NONHLIA PAITFCK HEMEILHO-

SAWNCTOHUX SAXBATHHHOB!

Cxepme xesgyrum Iaxacmuuxd.

[IOCUTOBAA KAPTOHKA

Ajxpec oTnipaBuTeANn:

Hﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ FIOMIM . oovmvrcoviencnerasmsranmnisnnsssnedanstunsamanns nas
(Viazans domep nmoAessit aoumsi) o
Stalin’s inducements on
pﬂjtﬁ‘ﬂf'd:'i'.

Iih'l‘----h'l-'---'r‘ﬁ-lul'"|--".'I' AalaAFs BT ESTASEFFEREFaRESFR GRS @ LR

T (pasaanz)

. "-fl-l.iiﬂ, omuECH 80)

M. CTANUH 3

' 7532332 Hnnuna.;;‘r HKO CCCP.Tlo aaxasy Boerxuumropra. Ueia 10 xon. Tunorpadna ,Kpacush nporerapnit”. San. 472.




E THE COUNTERATTACK IN EUROPE

O} .
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Z - | The German divisions, now tired * :
T . - | and overruled by the Soviet tro- : :
=E | ops. withdraw progressively aban : |
T2 - | doning the Rus_smp territory. E :
-3 - | After Karkov is liberated the en- | °© G :
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After a 900 days’, N ceon
Leningrad is liberated.




E THE COUNTERATTACK IN EUROPE 3. THE LANDING IN NORMANDY

In order to alleviate the German pressure on the Russian front, the Soviet Union
had long insisted on opening a second front: the invasion of France. After a very
long preparation the operation, called "Overlord", took off on June 6, 1944 with
the Allies landing in Normandy, and ended on August 26 with the liberation of
Paris.
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Supreme Commander

Letter from Bousselange to
3 Carnoule sent on the day be
$ fore the landing.
,/ The “ Atlantic wall *.
[ CepeCoen.

Jisc ARMY GROLP
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The “ theatre “ of the landing and the
support given by battleships inclu- ' ARSI S~ L N T |
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Once chosen the beaches where to land the allies start their " longest day". With the massive support of the air force
bombarding the beaches and the surrounding hinterland, the allies, transported by thousands of ships, are ready to land.

The air support
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Though obstructed by a huge bar-
rier of fire spit by guns and machi
ne-guns, despite being hindered
by several obstacles expressly
scattered everywhere by the Ger-
IR, .4 - mans, the allied troops land on
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The favourable outcome of the landing is also due to two factors. The sabotage —
in the rear guard by the French Resistance which went into action after being
informed by Radio London about the imminence of the landings through the
verses of a poem by Paul Verlaine (les sanglots longs des violons de I’automne
blessent mon cceur d’une langueur monotone).
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The important work carried out by paratroopers, starting at night and aiming at the conquest of bridges, roads and strategic points
that were to be kept until the arrival of the landing troops.
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At Arromanches the allies had set
up an artificial port, waiting to use
the ports of Norman towns. The ar
tificial harbour was named " Port

Winston " in honour of W. Churchill.

The human toll paid

by the Allies i

early days of landing
was very high.

The Omaha Beach and

Point du Hoc.

3. THE LANDING IN NORMANDY
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In S.te Mére Eglise, after the liberation,
a stele was placed named " the road to
signifying that the path star-
ted there by the allies would end only

France, July 12, 1944:
registered mail from
Paris to Saintes sent

after the landing but
before the liberation
of the capital.




E THE COUNTERATTACK IN EUROPE

4. FROM PROVENCE TO GERMANY

The operation "Dragoon”, landing in Provence, enabled the allies to capture two ports, important even for the supplies to troops in

Nm:mandy: Marseil]_e an:cl Toulon. Started on August 15,1944 with the air support provided by seven carriers and battleships.
cruisers and other ships, it allowed the troops to join in Dijon with the forces coming from Normandy at mid-September.
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Army during the landing in Provence, and his
phrase “ ne pas subir “

Airgrapf ,1944, from C.M.F. to Yorkshire, England.
The Mediterranean Sea now belongs only to the Allies.
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Before the decisive battle of the Ardennes, the allies
suffered a setback in the operation, combining army
and airborne troops, called "Market Garden". The ope
ration which took place in the Netherlands from 17

to 26 September 1944, aimed at arriving straight at
the Rhine in order to end the war by Christmas ' 44.
The attack was preceded by bombings on German
antiaircraft posts and Dutch ports.

A Brigade of Polish
paratroopers partici
cipates in the opera
tion.

V. ...mail from A.®.0. 634 of 8% US Air Force
stationed in England to Bristol, in Pennsylvania.

The last great and strategic German offensive on the
Western front was the battle of the Ardennes.
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L THE COUNTERATTACK IN EUROPE 4. THE COLLAPSE OF THE WESTERN FRONT

After the collapse of the line of the Vistula on the eastern front, and the battle of the Ardennes, in order to face the Russian

advance Germany is forced to transfer its last reserve divisions to this front. The allies, after the liberation of Paris and France.
favoured by their enormous superiority of men and means, move to conquer the Rhineland.
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Allies free Rome, June 4; Paris, Aug. 25, 1944

_____________

The passage on the Rhine. | MARSHALL ISLANDS

Kemaren Bridee Takenby TS, Forces [945
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The bombing raids on Germany
intensify and German anti-aircraft
forces have no truce.

MARSHALL ISLANDS
i Week - 1.5, Bombs Germany 1944
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Braunscweig, February
10, 1945: postcard to
Regensburg without
censorship;the last days

of the Reich.
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The Red Army, now unstoppable, recaptures Odessa and Crimea, Kiev and the whole Ukraine.
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The last Russian town to be

freed is Brest-Litovsk, now
called Brest. On March 3.
1918, 1n this town, Germany
and Lenin’s Soviet Union had
signed the peace treaty which
ended the 1** World War on
the Eastern front.

Brest-Litovsk , February 27,
1916: M.P 191, free postcard
for Germany with the ruins

of war.
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(Y(2) SREORSORANIE ODRY 145y After crossing the Vistula, the Soviet troops of
peey o AR T/ _3,,_ Rokossovskji and the 1% Polish Army approach
£ :*ﬁ* il Warsaw. The remaining German forces are de-
Sty DRI g feated in the battle of Studzianki which begins
> on the 9" and ends on the 16™ of August 1944.
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19441904

g — With the aim to free Warsaw before the arrival of the Soviets, the army "Krajowa" of
SR WARSZAWA : . .
Ey wizsxieas | | gen. Komorowski rouses the population of the town on August 1, 1944. The repression
' of the Germans is violent and after nearly two months all resistance is broken.
The Soviet troops enter Warsaw only in January 1945.

POWSTANIF WARSZAWSKIE

Following Hitler's order, Warsaw is razed.
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Abandoning Warsaw to its tragic fate, the Red Army continues its advance Southwards to the conquest of Romania.
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Romania, May 29, 1944: postcard censured three months before Romania joins the Red Army.
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After Romania, Bulgaria, too, joins the allies and on September 9, 1944 it opens the door to the Red Army. On October 1. 1944
Bulgarian partisans and the troops of gen. Tolbuchin arrive in Sofia.
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The collapse of the whole Eastern front forces the Germans to the progressive disengagement of troops from Greece and
Yugoslavia. The Red Army, together with the troops of Marshal Tito, benefits and conquers Belgrade on October 20, 1944.
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The conquest of Budapest, helped by the Regiment of Hungarian Volunteers ©“ Bu-
daisky “, engages the Red Army for 45 days and the town suffers from considerable
devastation. Two Russian parliamentarians send by Gen. Malinovsky to ask for sur
render, are treacherously killed by the German. One of them is Cap. Ostapenko.
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After the liberation of Vienna, on April 13, 1945, the Red Army enters the Prague on May 9, the last Euro-
pean Capital to be feed. The town revolted against the German on May 5, 1945.Berlin had already been cap
tured on May 2 while Hitler had committed suicide on Alril 30, 1945.

Cﬂ.?TESpﬂTldénEE from Prague, February 7, 1945, a few months before the liberation.
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5. THE RED ARMY IN BERLIN

U.S. and Soviets link up at Elbe River, April 1945

'L‘ SJU.5.5 R Troops Link at Elbe River 1945

MARSHALL ISLANDS

Before the last battle for the conquest of Berlin, the allies meet in Turgau, on
river Elbe. Berlin 1s a heap of rubble. The Reichstag is taken on April 30, 1945
and on May 1%, the Red Army’s flag is raised on the Palace of the Nazi power
by Sergeant Egerov and soldier Kantarija. On May 7, in Reims, in the Ameri-
can headquarter, Germany signs its surrender. The same operation is repeated

in Berlin in the headquarters of the Red Army on May 8"

BEPNMHCKAR ONEPALIMA
16.04 - B.05.1945

PUCCHFI oo

Victory and peace are commemorated in many
countries and in different ways.
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E THE COUNTERATTACK IN EUROPE 6. THE VICTORY, THE PEACE AND THE DIVISION OF GERMANY
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The bells and the “ 1V “ of victory.

Germany and Berlin are divided into sections committed to the administration of the winners. The mail service, too, adapt.

Soviet zone , 1945: district emission The Anglo-American zone:
for Berlin and Brandenbury. issues 1945-46 valid only
for this zone.

French occupation,1945:
issues for every zone.
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Vergiss mieint otrasse
. und Hausnummer
He”_ z . anzugeben.
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Soviet zone, 1946 value of A.1.S areas
overprinted and valid only for the so-

viet zone.

Inter-allied area April 16, 1946: letter

‘ % 2 2 f i ,B A ernﬂ, ' from Frankfurt to Furth franked with
_ | z | | valid stamps for the Russian, English

| and American zone.




F THE DEFEAT OF JAPAN

The allies’ recapture of lost territories in South Pacific began

with the Guadalcanal campaign that lasted from August 7, 1942
to February 9, 1943.

I. THE RE-CONQUEST OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS

of American Independence

¢y Bi-centenary
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Japanese Forces i.-:nnd at Tulagi
03.05.1842 '

Control of the coastline, the fighting and Japanese landings at
Guadalcanal and Tulagi.

H 't Wi
AT r fl IARCL - WEST GUADAL Cakiay

L I'-'F- JE '-.E l.-'-h'.ll MO

i NewHehndaanndummm

Rmu [ —

A

Atrcraft carrier Wasp and the cruiser Canberra with other
ships protecting the recapture of Guadalcanal
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Letter from Guadalcanal (A.®.0. 719) to Philadelphia seen for censorship.



F THE DEFEAT OF JAPAN I. THE RE-CONQUEST OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS

After vanity trying Port Moresby the Japanese land
on the north side of New Guinea but suffer heavy
losses in the battles of Milne Bay and KoKoda.

V... Mail 1943 A.2.0.
929 Port Moresby, New
Guinea to Beacon, N.Y., Army Censor.

6_5 voq | Oro Bay, New Guinea
I == 1943, A.R.0. 503, letter

to Detroit, Michigan,(USA),

AMERICAN RED CROSS
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In the battle of Savo and in the “ naval battles of Guadalcanal . the Japanese lose the battleship
Kirishima while the allied register the sinking of the aircraft carrier Wasp
and the cruiser Canberra and Quincy. But allied forces retake New Guinea.

shoot down Admiral Yamamaoto Bou ngaiviﬂé, fie is s ﬁﬂt

Adm. Yamamoto flies over
P-38 Lightnings from Henderson Airfield ’

18.04.1943 [ “-IH $5 | down on April 18, 1943

L 38 Lightnings.

éﬁi@l =l by a P-38 Lightnings - | |

SN = Letter from Guam, 1943, A.®.0. to Jennings, Missouri (USA).
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Fapanese Caprure Cruasy 1941

and American attacks to the island in
preparation for re-conquest.

MARSHALL ISLANDS - | e occupation of Guam by the Japanese :;&amvz(;r Aidsealr —1 |

115, Liberates Marsholl 1sbaeds 1044

MARSHALL ISLANDS




E THE DEFEAT OF JAPAN 1. THE RE-CONQUEST OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS

Air-naval battles and American landings take place throughout the Pacific to reconquer the e o S
atolls. With the protection of submarines, on June 15, 1944 the Amerians land and recapture
the island of Saipan.

Submarines shorten war in Pacific, 1944

40thANNIVERSARY fthe BATTLE ofTARAWA
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From 20 to November 23, 1944 a battle takes place
to re-conquer Tarawa in the Gilbert Islands.
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The isle of Wake remained in Japanese hands
until the end of the war, when the Americans
landed without fighting.
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Fall of Wake Istand




F THE DEFEAT OF JAPAN

As promised on the day of the retreat, Gen. MacArthur, backed by
an imposing fleet, supervises the landing in the Philippines.

The Japanese forces oppose to the
Americans using the "Kamikaze'

ﬂ&me fighting frees Manila by March 3, 1945

From October 17 to December 31,
1944 the Americans start the cam-
paign to re-conquer the Philippi-
nes. The aircraft carrier Intrepid
participates and is hit by a “ Ka-
mikaze “.

2. BACK INTO THE PHILIPPINES
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i Mrs. Mae B Henderson
2 : U7 /;mz Ave.
< | Sistersvillé, West Ve.
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The return of gen. MacArthur Kear : 4 L apar
to the Philippines. , d A ll O acrmal b
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V... Mail from A.P.0n. 72, August 27,
1945, Tacloban, Leyte, to Sistersville,
West Virginia, seen for censorship.
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F THE SPREAD OF JAPAN 3. ATTACK TO THE JAPANESE GROUND

After the occupation of the Philippines, the Americans prepare their ground attack to the islands of Iwo Jima and Okinawa.

Letter from
A.P.O. 37,
Manila,
March 17,
1945 to
Bloom ington,
Indiana

(UVSA)

Cai"K“ 145th Infantry
APO ST'%HPastmastar
San Francisco,Calif.

Indiana University

Extension Division
Box 42 ]

Bloomington,Indiana

HONORING THE 50th ANNIVERSARIES OF
V-E DAY & V-J DAY

Y > _L' 1945-1335

UNITED STATES PUSTJhﬁE :

On February 19, 1945 the Americans
attack Iwo Jima; the whole island is
1s taken only on March 27.

mmw VALLEY STAMP SOCIETY STAnnu

< . . h.  SAGINAW, MICHIGAN 48605

APRIL 1- 2, 1995
Letter from A.P.0. 81", Iwo Jima, March 18, 1945, seen for censorship, ralPAILY-2, 1085 e
for Oakland, California.
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F THE SPREAD OF JAPAN

On April 7, 1945, the largest
battleship in history, Yamato,
is sunk by U.S. aircrafts while
it was about to reach the island
of Okinawa to defend it from
the allied landings.

AEER-MEERALS

3. ATTACK TO THE JAPANESE GROUND
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Okinawa, the last big battle, April-June 1945

The last major battle of the war and the last big battle in the Pacific.

Japan, the RyuRyus Islans, April 23, 1945: letter from ORinawa

to Endicott (New York-USA).

Omnibus 1880s
[USA 1e
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Okinawa:




F THE SPREAD OF JAPAN 4. THE ATOMIC BOMB, JAPAN’S SURRENDER, PEACE

FEDERATED STATES l'll- ® FEDERATED STATES OF = et

MICRONESIA 60¢ 3 MICRONESIA 60¢ | C)P

Are g ES
. x s *._ r-".
y 3 Gy Jaas F,r_rr:e...-- .
z =T ‘____ -
Tt %, wn
H"'-" {F Eihﬂrﬁ'j#‘f'"gf s

WI-HNGTON DC 20066

The use of the atomic bomb persuades
Japan to ask for an unconditional surrender.

President Truman announces the surrender _ e |
of Japan. The signing took place aboard s Lo, - el
the battleship Missouri in the Harbour of UL | m posTALE |

Tokyo.
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LEWIS M.STEVENS
397 Dizwell Ave.
NEW HAVEN, CONN.
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Letter from A.P.0. 317 Kure, Japan, to Superior,
Wisconsin (USA).
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HQ & HQ DET, $8QM. BN,
APO.317.%Postmaster
San¥Francisce Calif.

Judge Robert E. Currsan
’ 13 B. Hayes Court

Superior

Wigcongin
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F THE SPREAD OF JAPAN

4. ATOMIC BOMB, JAPAN’S SURRENDER, PEACE
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FEDERATED STATES OF

exTia The YVillager v

NEWSPAPER ANNOUNCES JAPANESE
D B-SURRENDER, AUGST 15,1945 - =

MICRONESIA 60¢

| With the surrender of Japan peace is restored in every continent.
|
: TRIBUTO A Y
| 1916~2010
| ~ 175.00%
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; MOCAMBIQUE
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_ TSUTOMU YAMAGUCHI — |
FOI O UNICO JAPONES RECONHECIDO COMO | A |
: SOBREVIVENTE DOS DOIS BOMBARDEAMENTOS § = =g

ATOMICODS SOFRIDOS PELO JAPAO NO FINAL DA

P E EE ' SEGUNDA GUERRA MUNDIAL EM HIROSHIMA E NAGASAKI

QUR BOMB CLINCHED IT!

Jlant Will Not Close! J_ﬂ_r-__'%-'-.n_nm_'lu_i_ni
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Tribute to Tsutomu Yamagucht, who was involved in both the atomic bombing of
Hiroshima and Nagasaky.
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