Do you remember the knob of your radio?

The hobby of radio listening

For many people, radio is just a way out of lis-
tening to music. For some others, who knew how to
use it well, it was a window on the most hidden as-
pects of the whole world, which could be open sim-
ply by turning its knob.

We imagined turning that knob, travelling on the

radio waves and in time, in a lively world - that of
radio listening. A world where anyone, even with
the most modest receiver, could enter.

Philately offers important evidence of this world
because, as we shall see together, it shares many,
many things with radio-listening.
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France, 1963: Radio France HQ, artist proof in green with signature of the engraver Pierre Combet.

Radio France was very popular in ltaly as long as broadcasting on Long and Medium Waves.
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L Once upon a time There was three W 1.1

Once upon a time...
Like all stories, this too has a beginning, which you may remember as well: the triple W.
There was three W — There was a time, not far, in which all communications passed from the WWW.

WIRELESS

R.C.A.COMMUNICATIONS. INC.

uomu»nou OF AH!RICA WKARY

RECEIVED AT 330 CAL!F ORNIA STREET, saN FRANCISCO. 32}‘_. ST, NDARD TIME
Jﬁﬂm
SFH7WD

MONSHAINAUT © 235 1745
LC DESCAMPS
STEAMSHI? [TAIYOMARU SANFRANCISCO
BON VOYAGE
MAMAN

To secare prompt action on inquities, this original RADIOGRAM should be preseated st the ofice of
Tdephonﬂ Garfield 4200 R.C.A. COMMUNICATIONS, Inc. In telephone inquiries quote the sumber preceding the place of origin.
Form 112 SF sOoM PAT 140

USA, 1934: radiogram via RCA (Radio Corporation of America).
Due to the large size of the original, which is on the back of this sheet, 3 90% scale reproduction is presented here.

With them you would inform and educate with fun - today we would call it infotainment and edutainment...

Crechoslovakia: Pizen 3 office’s cancellation "The radio educates, informs, entertains® of 3/6/1933.




I. Once upon a time There was three W

It also allowed to exchange
messages and news in real
time all over the world.
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USSR: postczrd"lhlsnsMosoow Becomeaurelssamletemmmesponsraduo Dogynnasmsvwmmeradno'"
sent from Leningrad to the same city on 16 August 1932
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You could relax listening to music and e —— EET—cs:
chatting, even travelling, both from a
mobile network and from a phone line!
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SEA
LETTER
TELEGRAM S

7’2‘1 m EDWARD KAY

708 % VIAWANDA
RADIOMARINE CORPORATION
OF AMERICA LONG BEACH

‘tation, Calix, CAL IF
'RETURN IN 3 DAYS TO ABOVE -
IF NOT LOCATED

Yoam

USA: sea letter telegram sent by airmail on 31 July 1946.

USSR: Cancellation “Listen to the radio by telephone - Info phone 3-39-38" sent of 12 November 1927.
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How do you say? Things
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Papal States, 1814: letter from Bologna to Castel San Pietro.

In pre-philatelic age, the (@ symbol was often used to indicate the recipient of @ missive; sometimes, as you can
Wow... sw'prise: a see in this letter, it was connected to the articulated preposition that precedes the name on the latter

radio was enough!

 FOURNITURES pour BUREAUX de TABAC
\BLISSEMENTS RENE ASTRUC
11, Boulevard Voltaire - NA BHE" ' '
Poste Restante
1E BOULCT
Ry M &

France: lemersenton 14 August 1942, third echelon of weight, franked for 3,60 F in excess of 10 c.
(1,50 F letter up to 20 g. + 1,00 F x 2 for each 100 g. more = 3,50 F) and taxed for 0,50 F, cost of the poste restante service,
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Yes, because radio signals, like light, are
electromagnetic waves. They were postu-
lated by James C. Maxwell and studied ex-
perimentally by Heinrich Hertz.
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The 4 K ation,,
The back of the b he 4th Maxwell's equation

Each wave has its own length, the distance between two crests expressed in meters, which is inversely pro-

portional to its frequency, the number of oscillations in the unit of time expressed in cycles per second or
“I ICI'tZ”. L s
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In the graphic representation of the waves, the crests arc the points of maxi-
mum value

SAARLANDISCHER BEUTSCHE
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MITTELWELLE 1421 kHz=211m

Germany, 1965: meter stamp of a Francotyp A9000 (1961) machine.
The frequency of the Europa Welle Saar (1421 kilotertz) and its equivalent wavclength (211 meters).
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Italian physicist dugusto Righi developed the Hertz’s studies. Other important studies were carried out by
Alexander S. Popov, Nikola Tesla and Edouard Branly.
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AUGUSTO RIGHI
FCENTENARID
DELLA MASCITA

1850 195

AUGUSTO RIGH]
1 CINTENARIO
DELLA NASCITA

1850 97
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Italy, 1950: imperforated essay in gray on
gummed paper and final stamp.

Marconi proved that the waves spread beyond the
horizon, connecting England with Signal Hill,

Newfoundland.

France, 1970: strip of three colour
essays in beWﬂ, blue and green.

Signal Hill.

He led the ship
Carlo Alberto un-
der the Rock of
Gibraltar to verify
the waves can
overcome even
natural obstacles.
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Italy: “Carlo Alberto” ship cancellation on a postcard sent on 16 March 1916 in military franchise.
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He was unaware that this is due to the interaction of radio waves with the iono-
sphere. Some waves are reflected and return to the surface, others are not.
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According to their behaviour, the frequencies of the radio spectrum are divided into ranges that can be se-

lected from the receivers using appropriate keys.
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RADIORECEPTORUL. ,JUNIOR"
aparat eftin gi cu calitagi supericare

|—( )}iciul Postal—

Romania, 1960: advertising postcard: "Radio receiver Junior - economic and superior quality apparatus -
Buy with confidence the products of the Electronica industry ".

But what would you have heard
if, like I did, in Northen Italy you
had patiently turned the knob of
your receiver?

AL

Italy, 1945: private post service stamp.




L Discovering your radio

Long waves —who is here?

First you would have discovered the
long waves (in French: Grandes On-
des).

Few people know that the first regular
station in the world, although experi-
mental, broadcast on this band in Bel-
gium in 1914.

Long Waves - who is here? 2.1
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France, 1972: meter stamp of the Havas “M” machine n. 2754.
Europel is a popular station broadcasting on long waves.

Tm————

Bruxelles Laeken Chasess Rogal de Lacken
Brussel-Laken  Konjnklik Kosteel.

It transmitted from
the royal gardens of
Laeken to try to
reach the African
colony of the Bel-
gian Congo.
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Kaliundborg transmitter.

] Recently, the weakest signals came from northern Europe: from the United

Raszyn station. Kingdom, Ireland, and Denmark. The signal of Radio Poland was discrete.
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Receptions from Czechoslovakia and Germany were very ecasy.
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Germany, 1991: meter stamp of the Hasler “Mailmaster” machine n. C46-073C.

French-speaking radios are the most numerous, both from Morocco and Algeria, and from Europe: after
the shut-down of Radio France, you would listen to Radio Montecarlo and Radio Luxembourg.
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'Blaciéres Electriques Elekiriesche I(oelkaséon

Leur merveilleuse Hunne wonderbare
Porte-armoire Deurschelven -
Pour votre sécurité Voor uwe verzekering
achetez - w T
Probeert PMat]_.?res
remileres

eens de 30,avenue Louise Nacrées
gesproken Publiciteit Bruxelles
Hare wonderbare opbrengst TeL1244.12 PEIGNES ET

- ; . ARTICLES de RECLAME
ADIO - LUXEMBURS | CASELITEL LT

zalU doen kennen in gansch 2 .
het land. PERUWELZ
Kostelooze inlichtingen bij
INFORMATIONS et FUBLICITE . = Parlemoergrond-
BELGES Taites un essai ) stoffen, Kammen
g% I}stos%'fﬂaan de la publicite parlée en Reklaam-
Tel. 15.69.00 SON RENDEMENT EST EXCEPTIONNEL artikelen,

- RADIO-LUXEMBOURG

Vous fera connaitre et a tout le pays
RENSEIGNEMENTS GRATUITS

INFORMATIONS et PUBLICITE BELGES, 86, avenue Rogier, Bruxelles - Tél. 15.69.00

e = e < - J
Belgium: advertising postal envelope for the dispatch of cheques with bilingual advertising of Radio Luxembourg, sent on 9 April 1936.
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2.3
By turning a little further, you would have discovered a very important service: the beacons.

5.8 KURKJIAN

4681 TAST 140rxm ST,

MCIEESPORT , PA. AUG! -

NEW YORE Iy

USA: letter sent on 1 August 1928, air mail up to 1 ounce for the interior (5 c.), first day of this rate.

They transmit signals in Morse code near the airports, of which they emit the code name.
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The planes approaching
the airport are guided by
this wave beam and are
facilitated in their ma-
noeuvre.

Italy, 1947: variety “white line”.
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The naval coastal stations and the radio-beacon had a similar function, but for the ships.

REPUBUQUE FRANCAISE &
MADACASCAR!

ENVEL OPPF-POSTALF,

- - - e — e —— _'_
LE PRIX DE VENTE DE CETTE ENVELOPPE NE DOIT PAS DEPASSER O"55
TSY AZO AHOATRA NY O%55 NY VIDIN ITY VALOPY ITY

Madagascar: postal stationery sent on 16 January 1933.

On 500 kHz a network of
FALKLAND ISLANDS & coastal stations, such as Ra-
> : ! dio Tabou, was listening to
” ‘*‘ ships. On the frequency any

ship in difficulty was able to

launch the SOS, an acronym
that since 1906 had replaced
the previous CQOD.

24

REPUSLIOUR DE COTL D'IVOIRE
-] 0 JOURNEL v TIMONE 548
’-'3 F o

BAHAMAS |

STATION RADD DE TABOU 1912

MABRCONI
103 yonns ILHIM}EDVO“I‘!BN

The upper text contains the error “CDQ™ instead of “CQD™.
The Morse code is correct.




L. Discovering your radio

Medium Wave, the radio of the night
Over 500 kHz you would have found the
voices of other radios on Medium Wave.
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Medium Waves — radio of the night

3.1

- —— - —

P——— e —

= |

! -June innow on
fadivm Wave

W A
——pist, R

APMO BRIGHTOMN |

[}
|
i 202 metres i

L& RN A 5
el 5 Generations of Italians
il o ‘} have identified them
. piey. SO ME first with the Italian
i % Corporation: E/AR,
then RAJ

Italy, 1935: meter stamp of Francotyp machine type C. Date without fascist era.

RAI

TORING -

RADIO

DIREZIONE GENERALE

Italy: service “Fuori
sacco” (out of bag),
letter sent to the
Italian Radio-
teievision on 16 April
1954; ordinary rate
(Lit. 25) as RAI was
one of bodies ex-
empt from the sur-
charge (equal to the
express service).
Exceptionally the
letter was accepted
by a post office that
was not related to
the railway.

Mod, 10- 500500 - 6-43

Spedito il .

ITALTANA-,

Yia Aranale, 21 — ROMA - Vis Bottaghe Oscgﬁ 54

,.‘e-

FUOR
RAI

CORRIERE DELLA PUGLIA E DELLA LUCANIA

[ SACCO

RADIO BARI

16/4/1954

ore 17

Stazione - mm
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Indeed, during the day only few stations were heard in Italian language: the weakest was Vatican Radio,
while the most stable was the Swiss Radio.
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PORTUGAL

From Istnia, Radio Capodistria is stll very appreciated in
Triveneto and in the coasts of Adriatic Sea. Radio Fiume, of
HRT, was popular in the early years of the 21st century.

90. obljoinica
Hrvatskoga

G
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www:hrt.hr
Hrvatsko @

” ; : ; Yugostavia: cancellation of 25 April 1964 for the inau-
Finally, on the Tyrrhenian coasts, the innovative quration of Radio Koper Q:ﬁm it Sy

style of Radio Montecarlo was successful.
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Monaco, 1950: meter stamp of the Hamas “C” machine n. 0872.

In other languages, the signals of ORF and many stations in the former Yugoslavia was good t00.
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At night, however, medium waves cover entire continents
and even from small receivers flowed countless languages.

sopan Mshan terre
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R

So you could pick up medium-wave stations from a bigger geographical area.
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EUROPA E MEDITERRANEDO

—

Italy: free franking postcard for the Army, published by the “Ufficio Propaganda del Regio Esercito” during WWIL
This is the reception arca of a small MW receiver in Northern Italy at night.

But every day you were able to hear many important people. How many situations have you experienced
thanks to a microphone and a voice?

e

OCUTSCHE RUNDESPOST BERLIN

FR—
Berlin, 1974; specimen.

Y ‘%
JURIA GAGARI

U.N. RADIO
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3.4

These allowed you to listen to many radio news bulletins, a gender created in the *30s at Le Poste Parisien

by the journalist Maurice Bourdet.

OFFICE DE PUBLICITE :
du Petit ParbRPURLIITE PR ™ s rparea

snn L
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“S.Epy Bel't Taes : FRANGASS +
118, Avenue des Cha%ﬁiﬁ@:_l,;_ “f;‘s,éag} o XA
PARIS .. oo L 58¢
EORTRLOME. ©o e rpy

P 2osveED $

PARIS ¢¢ z2iovae G TR

France, 1929: meter stamp of the Havas “A” machine n. 1044

Medium waves are still a great way to broadcast information in case of calamities.

REPUBLIQUE FRANCAGE]

: ITALIA
SRR AITY |
%g_! ! ’.5 l[j-%:‘f
[ libi0 1975

Their role was very important after the earthquake in Irpinia.

— Italy, 1977: cancellation about the first anniversary of the earthquake in Friuli.

CERVINARA Via Roma
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Italy, 1980: post card from Cervinara, a town hurt by the strong earthquake of 23 November 1980, sent free of charge on 4 December 1980 .
There is no official cancellation: the handwritten indication "Zona Terremotata” marked by a little red arrow was enough for the exemption.
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Movmg on, you 'wopld ha\-fc found ser- r— }mw.?,—m,ﬁf'f,‘w.._\ﬁﬁf“\
vice stations again, in particular sea | B
stations. -t

| Scﬁ‘{ﬁ and Land V“

pee 2l |

nederiandse SSEEEC
Antillen 5, —=

Germany, 1934: cancellation “Sea radio joins the sea to the land”.

Both sea letters and telegrams from ships to the mainland transited here.

ICATIONS. .
g_ ROBES L CONMU 'Qﬁ.,‘s’ \'}- SRINT-LYS RaDIO

LETTRE RADIOMARITIME | /) i |
O s i ‘;T“:!
31 - SAINT-LYS i ey 1o5 MAiEen e LI

DISPENSE D'AFFRANCHISSEMENT (IG-TP | = Art.: 1.582)

'France, 1575: sea letter fromthe radio centre of Saint-Lys free of charge, as aﬁ_‘.&sed by the reference printed on the envelope

ADMINISTRATION
- DES TELEGRAPHES ET DES TECEPHONES TELESRAMME

TELEGRAM |
BEHZER VAN TELEGRAFEW EY TELLFIRER

L' Frat n'est soumis a E
ARRIVE a  §TOEGEKOMEN te sucuncrcaponsabiiité
S RN d IAis0N QU scrvice de la
N0 correspondance puivée
BBuXELLES ‘rll'LngE : par voic télégraphique
| .
23 M1 19297

= LGRTH ‘ (}i H - (Lot du 1° mars 185!,
€ Bﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂ [QE;S;W]JK Luidens art. 6 van de

92 RUEMELEZES BXL = i
wel van ] Maart 1851,

AL

i 4

Lot 4, Bon 5ra roz. Yolksdrukkerli, Gea

= p £ is de Stagt geens=ins
‘ 3 / ( o ‘ ) vcranlwoordelijk  voor
= '.. s 4 o : den diensi oan de private
o § telegrammen.
o -
5 X‘ndicalionr de sen-ic? lea plus usitées : D § Télés. wgent PP | Réponse payée xp | Exprés payé Fc { Tél. avec accuszé de récept.
¥ Meesl voorhomende dicnsteanwij=ingen { Dringerd teleg. **3 U datwoord betaaid \ Bode beteald Tel. met kennisg. van onfo.
% En cxs d'erreur suppasdie, olcdresser au burcam télégzraphique. Toxrte réclamation doit &fre accompagnée cu télégramme.
7 In geval van ceronderstelde missing, zich lof het iclegracihantoor wendes, | ledere nevraay moel vergezeld zifn van het telegram.

'+ RABIO SS ALBERTVILLE BRUXELLESRADIO 68 18 29 16 15
— MEREI LETTRES IDEAL AFFECTUEUX BAISERS = LORTHIOGIR —

————w), |

Beléijm: telegram from the ship "SS Albét;ﬁ;ine 5", sailing from Boma to Antwerp, to Brussels via Bruxelles Radio sent on 6 June 1929,
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Medium Waves — radio of the night
station was the radio centre of Coltano.
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L Discovering your radio
‘the most famous

In Italy,




I. Discovering your radio

Short Waves — here is the world

Short Waves — here is the world

4.1

A few more turns of knob... and now you are tuning the short waves, also called high frequencies. Al-
though they are greatly influenced by solar activity, they can reach the whole world — in particular when

irradiated to a specific direction.

POSTE ITALIANE

uxembourg
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Short Waves
are divided
into hands,
identified by
their central
wavelength in
meters.

Ceylon: cancellation
of 13 May 1951 with
the transmission
bands used by Radio
Ceylon: 13, 19 and
25 meters in short
wave,
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Among your first discoveries, there would have been tropical bands, introduced in the Cairo Radiocommu-

nication Conference in 1938. They are reserved only to countries that are sitting between the Tropics, as
Comore Islands are.

.
b A - *\\:;A:“’

BIN VieOkaa

The frequency of 3331 kHz
The countries of the tropical zonc (in yellow). is in tropical band of 120 mt.

The most difficult stations to be received was those from Bolivia and, for the relative position with Italy,
from Peru. Asian stations was a bit easier to listen to Indian radios.

SILVER JUBILEE Ch
(A IALL INDIA RAGIO 15nP

-E BJUNE 1961

14" \nciTh DEL PRESIDENTE DRLLA REPUDBLICA ¢

l\? NIL PIRU ~ ASRILE 1961 ;é'- ”‘ Dr.PaJel KUChurSky.
= = Praha-Strasnice.
\*‘!&L‘ \\j PI‘Ubezna-1756.
r o B CZECHUSLOVAKIA.

" "POSTE ITALIANE

—_

Italy, 1961: umsued

Casilla Postal Ne. 117

. m’“ﬁimlf)m Besso

IQUITOS
Rio Amazonas Perit

St Ay e
SO eSS

1230 Sixth Avenue.

TR ™ X :
}nnvr VI}RL; - ?(‘\ !I.Y. X

{ BY AIRMAIL <
_ VIA AEREA

F & & T A S &y N

Peru amnanl letter for the United States sent on Mar.19, 1945 with censorship cancellation.

T 3 ‘
UNITED STATES RUEBER BXPORT COMPANY; LINITED. .
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It was certainly easier to synchronize your clocks with the time sig-
nals of some time stations and sample frequencies, like the Italian
IBF (owned by IEN) and IAM (owned by the “Istituto Superiore
P.T.") services, which also broadcast in the tropical bands.
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GALILED FERRARIS . : AACIEITAL Té‘!

fotitate /AOMON ,SIEITALIARE]

10125 Torino ;Elgttrotecnlco '

Corso Massimo @”Azeglio, 42 - Tel. 011 - m a T 91

ITALIA [N vkl 6 23 00500’ X

\Galileo . ;

Latitudine 45° 02' N Latitude|Zarraris =l

Longitudine 7 42" E Longitude R e Sl
. \lorso Massimo 3" Azeglio. 42 - 1012 I

xﬁgalme! Al4 Vertical ‘antenne

Potenza della 5 kw  Carrier power PE

portante

Frequenza 5 MHz Fl‘equencys TAM

Precisione = 1104 . Carrier accuracy Gent.mo Signor

della portante

Precisione dei Time signals MORANDOTTI Paolo

segnali di tempo 4+ 1,5 accuracy within Via Pacinotti

nelle 24 ore =¥ 24 hours =

QOre di servizio oh 45w Hours of operation 20090 TREZZANO S/N (MI)

ogni giorno per day

Sui sognali di tempo, che scquono la scals UTC, viemo

trasmesso anche lo scarto DUTT - UT1 - UTC secondo

fe norme CCIR. 0

Together with tho time signels in the UTC system, » &Q

coded information of - DUTT - UTT - ure fO"OWI‘ﬂg CCIR 11 I I LT

instructions, is’transmitted. I% ' R TR R AT

Miniataro delle Poste e Telecomumicazionte ' - ikt R
ISTITYTO SUPERIORE P T, ’ | 3

Laboratono Fequente Campions Ullicio 8° QTE:. ; 5'*.‘.;_.]\;
Vidle Europa 00144 ROM A i {)O ¢ = '*4,;:&
ISTITUTO SUPERIOS PT, Wy | Minsrh. ‘

Viale Europa, 190 (A \, ETaieek O T g
' . S ' ¥ Lindsanc e aed
00144 ROMA . RO A S Nl 01 s
3 T f.-'i" >
We confirm your T
s . = 1 <7’Jz L\ -
reception repors:. N VKOG > Q XL(, .

R =
Time (UTC) g@ﬁ '/(100.3){_ I@.QA_‘:’_BOT“\ PAOL@

- eV e - - -

italy: free of charge QSL card sent on 10 September 1992; franchise granted by the oval and linear stamps of the “Istituto Superiore P.T.".
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On the other bands you would have found the international stations, each recognizable thanks to the char-
acteristic interval signals that were repeated several times: usually national anthems or local themes.

) DE
0N
NAL

2| DIA/MARZO 26/1962

singing of the Bokmakieric accompanied the melody of Radio RSA.
Listen to it following the QR code.

The national anthem
concluded the Kol

Isracl programs.

Programs were usually
open by the news —
they often was frans-
lated into multiple lan-
guages by the same
text prepared using
press agency reports
—— followed by the

press review.

o~ CCLOMEB!;

" REPUDLIKA PO LLOKE
SOCIALIETE ¥ SHAFIIISE

R T femmonany 7 LA ¢ o a ey

SBT3 N\ prediens the skl ooffoo—m

‘."‘\_ 2 p - s | A mn P Teo v : - e P

Tl b st Yoy —Predeneal mejor caRe el mundo £l

) St P i e ¥ 2 A 5 12, —

o8 W B A=Y S K IO b S I RGHAE -

A )'\' 2 ‘o vy 7 -’...’":" NS > ,;:'."“

b N R/ *-—E«"’b:~;~-, LER R RO T From 1924 to 1976, the ATS

s \Qé__:/--—.pm-.vs;;:m:..;e::;*sa*eézmca’e e v agency prepared Swiss radio
Ao dr s information bulletins.

_TOTNTHER

1904 1979
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Short Waves — here is the world

AS CREETINGS

v
A

ALIR ]

ks spece chonld wod by wend

¥ rds |
- Awiesba
o B Al ot 8

L |

RAY Postal Servicmn smd RAT Wettarw

““”h(—hu 1
AT YoNEE '-hn--u..‘.
Ty ,

United Kingdom: WWII, Airgraph via R.A.F. Postal Service.

4.5

Often the weather followed
the news. The listeners' mail
was a very popular date.
Cultural topics completed

the programs.

AMAALNAN TETDORENE VIICT 108S
= 3

MOUY AN D

PA01 Vi 5

: 1,30
: SUOMI FINLAND

Some religious stations, like Vatican Radio and HCJB, had generalist formats, while other religious sta-

tions were strictly thematic.

PO ATREANATICANA ﬁ

’@; N e

25th ANNIVERSARY

LIBERIA $1.2°

._\\“:.

N\

16 Canada

The A_dvcmist Church owns the
Adventist World Radio,

DEUTSCHE
BUNDESPOST

010

Germany, 1965: meter stamp of a Postalia ™ D* machine.
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4.6

Alternating to the broadcasting stations, you would have heard other voices: some was for private communi-

cations, such as those of radiotelephony. radio amateurs or CB.

G -t p— - T EmeaL e
-

TELEGRAMMA N... . RECAP!TO N P

ITALO RADIO

TELEGRAMMI CON TUTTO iL MONDO
RADIOTELEFONIA co. SUD AMERICA £ VICINO ORIENTE

ORA di Consegna _ Nome: '
al fattorino No . ... Indirizzo: | i

RISPONDETE “VIA ITALORADIO,,

Italy: envelop and telegram sent via Italoradio on 31 December 1933.

-\m‘,«’)iﬁzlm

Japan, 1975 mihon.
Radio amateurs,

Other information is public, such as aeronautical weather, transmitted by stations called Volmet.

| g - =

Koumy

Adpec omnpasume 1n

AUTOMATHMECKAR PALMONETEOPONOTHIECKAR
CTAMUNS B APRTIECHNX AbAAX

USSR, 1967: postal stationery on "Automatic weather radio station in Artic”.
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4.7

Then there were strange digital sounds. Those of you who was able to decode them saw photos for the

press, or read bulletins from news agencies.

JUVENTS

el e

o
. ‘l--.!.wu.nw,q‘-.-_.1

Sede dell’agenzia Xinua.

They could receive faxes irradiated from the antennas of postal services.

A .
a - - . —— e — — i . VW - " A
] s
iw-m a / 2SI L
i NS T IS END 8 e SRR, USRS Y
:i. & Jeslv N AP , 1.1....:3.1 L5 S 1 O .
i o 2 s A cwaf b TRA Y DURNUCAA
1 W gt : s E
§ té’}"aﬁ <& '\bi;?’."(',; i ___w_j;
g%mf’a gado &n uf‘.'ca'!ﬁ S

UK, 1971: stamp of private service
authorized for the postal strike.

London Post Tower.

These were called service stations. On the contents of their broadcasts, even the maps of the weather ser-

vices had been. it was obligatory to keep silent.

itten on this side; the sxgnatnrc
‘& the sender must be written on |

The Meteoroloical Reporter o the
Government of Bengal,

5, Russell Street,
CALUUTTA.

East India, 1891: Service Post Card
used for send data to the Bengali Weather Service,

-
-

S LU Vs

LE SILENCE BERNAADING




I. Discovering your radio

VHF and UHF — FM.,
TV and more

And then there is the
band that you ali know:
the VHF or ultra-short
wave, best known as fre-
quency modulation (FM).

VHF and UHF — FM, TV and more

= DU CAMEROUN BB

|

OnoEs UURA-CoDms;l
réceplion radio,
améiorée

KARQUE DE CONTRALE QUC

This technique, developed by Edwin Armstrong, must use very high frequencies, whose waves propagate

in a straight line.

Wave's frequency modulation.

The first sets able to receive it appeared in the late 30s.

—— -

i

Avec ondes
ULTRA-GOURTES
1495 fr. ou 75 fz. par mois

HORTE GOLFLENGTEN
1485 fr. of 15 1.
per maand.

La premiére des marques belges
Het eerste der Belgische merken

A partir de 35 fr. par mois
Vanat 35 fr. per maand Avec ondes

Usines a Bruxelles
Werkhuizen te Brussel

Tél : 21.66.98 -

—_—

Anvers : %

Magasins & Charleroi :

Magazijoen te Gand :

Liége :

Rgents dans les principales localités. - Agenten in de voornaamste plaatsen.

ULTRA-COURTES
1995 fr. ou 109 fr. par mois

PE 856
44-16, rue des Gonjons B Met zeer

REG698 KORTE EOLFLENGTEN
- 1985 7. of 100 fr.

130, av. France per maand

52, rue Carnot

33, rue Neuve

24, rue du Nord

41, bd de la Sauveniere

Beigium: postal stationery for cheques with advertising sent from MB o Maransart on 29 September 1937.

37
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VHF and UHF — FM, TV and more

; Often these rowers also radiate television programs, but on the UHF band,
whose waves behave the same way despite the frequency is higher than
that used by FM.

5.2

DDRAT=I0

Barlin-Hauptstaat der DOR

TESEEE T 5
-t ol | x.‘f.l‘,;"‘-'.‘u",f* PR LI s Rt F‘"l:bU(‘fu(_, $
Y 1 I Weeiely AN G\ ¢ FRANCAISE §
1 '1? ]' : on / ~\ R 5
'.} l\)-.,‘.," M 1 Pl’f?m:-“h& € 1 - 2 1
[ g WO e - ] X‘, v U BE * ! »
JRCNES o e g g g g ty iU
! t I MIVLEIREPES % / ¢
y r | \ 4 £3ry - <
Hakd o : N7 TR POGTES
(Nl | européenne AUT-w N 2
Lnd it [ > B St

France, 1968: meter stamp of the Secap ™ NA" machine n. 9324.

Even in this case, both the transmitters and the receiving antennas must be placed in high positions to

increase the coverage of the signal as much as possible.

|

R

e e SR

|
l
|
|
< |
=
TELEVISION
15 AVRIL 1958
Lag)\>
i N 2
TELEVISION
S ean 16 AVRIL 1355 ;
PA-EB Rqu. 0 . ’ W“ﬂ /55’4/ W

T

|
|
|
L

France: registered letter sent from Paris to Geneva on 16 Apil 1955 (15 F letter to foreign country + 60 F for the registration = 75 F) .
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To connect each transmitter, extended networks of micro-waves realy were established.

e iy oy

Serbian administration of Bosnia Hertzegovina: registered letter sent on 8 July 1999 from Kozarska Dubica to Banja Luka franked with two “A”
A" stamps — equals to 1.20 din, less than the value of 1.50 din required for registered letters but not taxed.
Kozara micro-waves relay station.

v m e a o - e s
e A o owm e e

Marconi studied these fre-
quencies, nowadays widely
used, until the day of his
death.

PP VPP PP PP PR EPEP PR

Sr.
dor Enrique Vestermann,

Ty o e Apla

APBPAMES o s e

Costa Rica: letter sent on 27 July 1937 with postal canellation remebering the Marconi’s death (used from 23 to 29 July 1937).
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With more professional receivers,
some of you would have gone to
listen to the police and aeronautical
communications. The others would
have chosen to stay on broadcast
bands.

VHF and UHF — FM, TV and more

5.4

25.11.69
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BCL’ing

BCL’ing

6.1

Reception of far stations is a fascinating hobby, know as BCL’ing, but there are many obstacles. The most
common is the interference, occurring  when two stations are on air on the same frequency.

B

Vonsieur Abatel L0OSARIQ

Via tripoli 15

PALERID

cy " F e > -

2 -I+' W AL

ok

: &8« ({85

- “dl "“-(L’\ 3.4
Interference analogy: on the envelope from L,
Monaco, with very light cancellation about O Ao e A DIO TR Y
Radio Montecarlo, the decal of the arrival ~ ASC gl E v - b 73 IR

canccllation on the radio in frequency S : \C

modulation — affixed to the back

Y

stands out.

:’."‘I “TINOYY, %
A\ \x-"?’.’wﬁ?ﬂ\;{//z F

nngWH 30U 3
MOBULAZIONE DI A2 QBENZA

Interference also occurs when the frequency is not well centered, or the power too high and a transmission
invades nearby frequencies; if voluntary, to make an unwanted program useless, it is called jamming.

Directional antennas, such as loops or Yagi models,
can reduce interferences.

-
=
-
=

o
=
e
=

S
=
=
-~
-
-

HELVETIAZ

in the foreground a
loop antenna, behind,
a Yagi antenna.
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Furthermore, a good antenna decreases the noise.

Switzerland, 1939: label for military franchise.
Electric diagram of a magnetic dipole antenna.

XXV ARGS DE

2
v
B
K

ENEKTPOKPAIVEAL
TP 1 W s ovrre

R CATHA

BCL’ing

VILLE EXD B
HARADIC A 2

ET SANS ;-mggns S

Noise can arise from from
electrical apparatus and
lines or thunderstorms:; it
1s often random and light,
but it can cover the weak-
est signals.

Teg dor Brielmarke
2004 Ofotikon

o

HELVETIA

85

N

:
:
:

>

CENTENALRE DE LUNI

\‘.‘3 "
S61 - $901* SXOLLY D RANINOOR T L

o

oy

i

Senegal, 1965: insect in paper paste.

. I

Other philatelic analogics: on the lefi, a casual and slight disturbance in the print process does not alter the comprehensibility of a stamp; on
the right, a heavy cancellation makes the stamp subject incomprehensible, as too much noise does with a radio transmission.

Since radio waves can reach a receiver through various ionospheric paths, the signal may have some inten-

sity drops: 1t is the phenomenon of evanescence.

1926 1976

RADIO IN EIRINN

EIRE 9
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Just like the noise, evanescence can be very light or completely eliminate the signal.

CARTOLINA POSTALE
A TARIFFA RIDOTTA
MITTENTE (; il :
( ) \ ",‘,‘,{1"25:5"

Italy, 1945:
strip of three stamps

Italy, 1977: slight fading.

At a great distance, this can also create the echo effect: you hear fwice the same thing, and delays can be
shorter or longer. A high gain Yagi antenna mitigates evanescence.

+700

f.

fi
&
#1
-
¥
G

0 [ .

. e BN e

BPROF N L, 2" 0 CIONES

COMUNISACIDNES
i aki

Bolivia, 1955: double overprint on
postal stamp for mandatory tax

of solidarity.

B HOMENALIE A LOS RADIOAFICIONADOS

M VNIANIONY YO I8Rd 3

WA .—‘_
_20_111\“\",:“;‘

Paragu;y, 1918: double overprint.

Others anomalies could occur: frequency shifis, programs on unforeseen frequencies (called images,
caused by transmitter defects), interference from wtilities stations, like telegraph or similar.

AM.G. Venezia Giulia, 1946: Ttaly, 1908: offset. Costa Rica, 1910: stamp for telegraph,

shifted overprint. imperforated proof on thin cardboard.

Like an image frequency, the offsct is where it in
the wrong place.
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Of course, reception quality varies ac-
cording to the geographical location

of the receiver.

BCL’ing

6.4

Latvia, 1918: back of 5 k stamps
(block of 4) printed on a map.

Usually, locations at high altitude, along
the rivers and by the sea are the best.

[SES—————— .

NO

71 Congo Belge - Belgisch Congo s
La Lokula. Arbre & copal, L
De Lodula. Copal-beom,

Belgian Cohgo: S F. post card sent on 1912.

Morocco: color proof in
violet, adopted color for
the stamp of 1954,
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Writing a reception report
Sooner or later, listening to your
Jfavourite radio, you would have
taken note of every disturbance
and compiled a reception report.

TRTERATIONAL CORAULYATIVE RADD COmMITTEE 795 T80

First, you had to write the listening fime: for international programs, that

Writing a reception report

i\ 5" P4

v

rn

.annes Miiller 7

(GMT); for others you had to convert it to station’s local time zone.

Gl LLNWI( H

TERAAMUIRIDIAN . yo5,

Uxessymmens  NpPoN

7.1

of the Greenwich meridian

The comparison between the transmissions of a station on different bands and frequencies or from different
transmission sztes was appreciated too: international statlons used medium and short waves szmultaneously

—

b N

Ne 1086 -R.D.
REPUBLQUE FRANCAISE
RADIODIFFUSION-TELEVISION
FRARGAISE

gection YOUSOSILA

. *

RALIDDEEFUSION HRANCAISE
SES PLOGFANMES ARTISTIDUES
9ES INFORMATIONS
<>FH2 (EOET [EOERRES & 5uT GALS COUERS

o

o —

A\\\\\AQAANG
SREFUBLICUES
FRMUAI.JC ’

France, 1957: meter stamp of the Hamas “G" machine n. 3385.

Only a few stations, including Radio Bayak and Vatican Radio, used three transmission bands.

KUZEY KBRS TORK Cue-URivET

O A

MW, SWand FM hcqucncw;
used by Radio Bayak,

The Vatican City houscd inside its walls
MW and FM facilitics. From S. Maria di
(aleria it broadcast in MW and SW,

Vatican City, 1959: vanety
with horizontal stripe.
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7.2

Reports of programs heard outside the target area were particularly useful.

GGRREL

: PR e s |
: ASIL o et

Braxzil: letter sent from Rio de Janeiro to Prague on Aug. 9, 1937, with stamp in Polish and French "Arrived in Poznarh 3 with

manual indication of registration”. On the back the stamps of Poznan 3 of Sep. 3 and the Prague stamp of Sep. 4, 1937.

—

"mIRSIME naIen 1w
AN MErmEn Yon abm oy mw
: =RTT 2123 TN Yo mYipn N
‘:o MNTT BT DS WY Y9Imn N
s 79 TI7% YW 2nan Ga

tous les Pays de 1'Union postale ummscue

contre un timbre-poste ou des timbres-poste

feprésentant Je montant de I'affranchissement

d’une lettre ordinaire de port simple & desti-
Dation de 'étranger,

ISRAEL o 'mw"

CEEFEE LR S NP L L

Israel, 1966: International Coupon Reply mod. London, type Ottawa XVIIa, subtype B.

After a final check, your report is
ready to be sent by post, but re-
member: enclose some stamps,
IRCs or a bill to pay the answer
yourself.

ITALIA

SATRTAATIITA GRSTARI DA STARSTY

=
S
<
3
=
x
=
F
f.

SRR
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Most stations, indeed, would have thanked you with a coveted confirmation of listening, called OSL card.

QSL was a virtual handshake, the first step of a new friendship.

Tunisia, 1957: sepia proof.
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Your comments on 2
programs content RELATIONS AVEC LES AUDITEU S/i.
would help Rela- W logé-RD. 'FT LES TELF SPECTATEURS Q’
tions offices to un- REPUBLIQUE FRANGAISE / - 4
derstand the tastes of y > g8 08 f_"'
the audience every- RADIODIFFUSION-TELEVISION CUKKLU {B@BRNT 3 '
where in the world. FRANCAISE /0,/ -

Monsieur Alfred CINTRE

2 Rue d'ingleterre

NICE (Alpes Maritimes)

e
T %
%3
%5
5 %
R
%
3
\ORPOLhNA\I) N
———————————BoaR — il

France, 1955: letter from French Radio and Televi§on, Relations with Iisteﬁers and viewers office, free of charge.

Perhaps you would have participated in competitions such as the EI4R Referendum where — in 1927 —a

listener asked in vain for broad-
casts live from the Scala Theatre
and the Cathedral of Milan.

Italy, 1923: unaccepted essay
by Giulio Cisari, competition for
the artistic series. ©

R

CRANDE RE

The latest EIAR Referendum, with large cash prizes, took place between 1939 and 1940,

—
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Learn and study!

To capture the whole world,

to stay on the radio is not

enough: you must also keep N % Gt LY R S

yourself informed. i | : : L, TN ;E‘s{mwg
. 1 2 BELGI

The easiest way to do this was to sub-
scribe to specialized magazines and to
sign up for a radio listening association.

France: wrapper for the weekly newspaper "L'antenne”,
with postage for periodical printed matter — 4th echelon, sent on 13 October 1932.

USSR, 1930: post card with advertising of the weekly magazine “The Radio Listener”,
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*‘\1.; VALOR 60«;@

i

Internationella

17 wed

Belgium, 1965: variety
"without central meridian".

teleunionenn - 100 &

v

Ulgivningids

Then you would have studied the
main rules of the regulatory bodies:
worldwide, those of the /nterna-
tional Telecommunications Union

10 stycken frimirken  Pris & kronor

Sweden, 1965: booklet for the centenary of the ITU containing 10 stamps (ITU).

Here, we are in Region I. In each region, many organizations, like the former UAMPT in Africa and the
CEPT in Europe, operate as regional bodies.

CONFERENZA 1! E
RADIOAMATOR: REGIONE 1
2002

oWue 000, mumm

o ,:ﬁ;-’{f

ﬁ?&}‘i;x:-: T T

ITU-R (formerly CCIR)
establishes radio regula-
tions. Decisions about
LW, MW facilities loca-
tions and fechnical
data, as frequency and
power, are assumed in
regional conferences.

Switzerland, 1933: cancellation for the European Radio conference in Luceme. - £/5 : S
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Attempts to permanently allocate the shortwave frequencies for broadcasting, on the other hand, definitely
failed at the C.JR.4.F. conference in 1950.

Italy: commemorative cancellation of the International Conference on High Frequency Broadcasting (C.I.R.A.F) sent on Jul 26, 1950.
Very few examples are known used on correspondence outside the Conference (here in the rate for printed participations equal to 6 L.)

For all other surface and air services, however, conferences make mandatory

decisions in SW band too.

: o%d %bc‘;cf/l/f’eufm, de ,’j‘,‘u/,; v[' {JL €/
EPYELC OF 1220 Ll xly sl
S . , 5 5 _\_m_:_a-.» a&tb-z::h}w
SRR, Ao e do Gt~ Lo

French Equatorial Africa: cancellation of the post office of Alindao T.S.F., Jul 26, 1956,
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= b VoW e
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~~UFFICID REGISTRD SERVIZID Reg:

"4 - CORSO VITTORID EMANUELE 262
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{’& }

Ttaly: letter from Rome to Roccalvecce of 12/10/1943 in franchise, as attested by the oval stamps
(late use of the words "Regie Poste”, i.e. Royal Mail, under the Italian Sodial Republic) and linear of the Registry Office - Radio Service of Rome.

A
AMMINISTRAZIONE DELLE POSTE E DEI TELEGRAFI L
SERVIZIO DET CONTI CONSENTY! FOSTALI La ricezione della
radio + televisione
Abbon. N, (di ruolo) 1 < 39.1 6 ;

esige
una concessione ** © @

il el 13 Viniorma ¢o ® @

Ricevuta di un versamento ¢i 1. 81

per canone di abbonamento alle radioaudizioni

per Pdnno / y?fj
eseguito da({:{mm;_/‘é’fm
{

{cognome ¢ nomit

e

sul 7c,'c 71\;.7 % [30661

: { DC‘“ The latest information you need concemns tax regula-
s o Tasse S“‘_{"Em, ; tions, such as subscription fee.
. . A A f‘\ - 5 1
D R T it j}; e 2l And now, you would have been ready to furn on the
. Boflo lineare I UGio Sendbagl fm | radio and capture all the waves!

(r N e

!’u.. ...‘.‘ (L.J.".- 5& A'.R_.; s 5 "

MR, e da Versamento =
" - 2 8/. TELEKOMUNIKASYON
- > » :
- % i T : ) | 'y x TS
- £ L m ' N RuRuS
MHURIYET POSTALARI

Rtaly: receipt of the payment of the subscription fee to the
radio of Jan 15, 1943, with linear and drcular cancellations
of the EIAR Postal Agency of Florence.
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Turning the knob

What would you have lis-
tened to with your radio if
you lived in the past?

UNITED STATES POSTAGE

' The first words transmitted
15¢ suriname via telegraph.

When the first signals went on air

At the end of the 19th century, the main means of communication was the Morse telegraph, inaugurated
on 27 May 1843.

Many commercial companies had adopted it. among them, the well-known Western Union.

NUMBER
, FOR QUICK SERVICE ANSWER BY BEARER
.CHARGES»
|PAID |
e R e X -

USA: Western Union telegram envelope dated 17/3/1919, franked with a 2 cent perforated ("WU") stamp.

e e e e d———

(.\\)N ‘tr."\ﬁ}i FTO CA '3t.;~.'il

a3 RE Shetset |

9&0‘;3;’/ (U TRALIA ¢ (STl
r 1 1

‘;xg Q‘- n i‘wx“ ‘A\l A‘:\ }

Cable ships: The Great Easten (1865-1874)
and Alsace (1939-47).

—— - ——————— -
——— - ————— - —
——————

———————— o —
- - ——

Thanks to the laying of submarine cables the transoceanic connections
were completed. Fleming managed to make a telegram go around the world
Just before Marconi joined the two sides of the Atlantic by radio.
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Marconi’s first goal was to reach
ships with wireless telegraphy,
thanks to damped-wave equipment.

Industries were born for the supply
of maritime receivers and transmit-
ters; this technology was abandoned
MAKCONTS — AManansas after the Arlantic City Conference
...... ‘ : (1947).

[BAHAMAS

MARCON
|-nm'lnnm

N° 439

Corred Privado MPE.I‘ A

. por. :
(;I'GLIFI \IO \I \RCO\'I
ML AT o
Argentma, 1999: stamps of the
Rowing Simple private mail service.

BELG IE BEU IQUE

You could also have received the radio station on the Eiffel Tower, commissioned by General Ferrié, and
other military wireless telegraphy transmissions both on land and sea (next page)
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Italy: form with radiotelegram of 18 September 1903 from R.N. Voiturno of the Italian Royal Navy, sailing in the Mediterranean Sea, to Algiers.
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company when sailing on
the Trieste-Venice line.

s A

When the first signals went on air

ing the knob

II. T

3y / Lot A
.MN....\ \\\s.\\n.\ .\\ Y

Vriotspy AL, ety
Vil L7

or

=t A

Lo rodpet;
.E-unu_uhgﬁ:uomnﬂ £undpe
Aundmoods snW WIs] SiY POPUn;d 3q -ﬁk voryizedat yons Jof safivyd T 451xa 0)

‘ MR shand 1seannse (o ,.»Su.h S80S QY ok A5 (o b . ST i Bty aqu8io 2o 03 pao Wody '9lq ssed
TSRS se ' e A e s Al a1 e 'safeeys Laussosou o) Jurled oo ‘2aAjadey o 'paiquop
e ”ﬂ-._..nr I —?&mnon Ao?.—/ el 2.&.*30959 Mﬁ.é:&iﬂ._o vw._mmwa Sy | ‘a9puag S Aq ‘o pasafn wedq BAVY YIYM Jodloy

._E.ou..o:w..: (U6 (LUNRNEERI0N 0, nz:..._vy RS0, oo T ¢ S8 ) TR L S TON 3 ) 9 SIS O 1

; RO o

NN G RPNV

OM-LUNRNILION O HOU-GS{IAGLA 01 ek
oucaLusll 83 gy s Oy gyia (hiesle

Aetetuabip (owbeah o qonesmesy Yeywiaby Y g e . N oo Beleoy wpuizoenon.
__ AVd ORL&SHOUVHDwbaduia priashsronags yancons bei (o (ommmonsTion ylanguns’ bon i\
e o T M g RN
““...%q : bﬁ%\\ﬂ_o:m AUGeL MMpICp 116 : no_ww.ﬁ
> 1\. Vdid T

R A
AUILLIEY{) INOIZHIINAWOY 37 —Yad-<HNOOGHIN FTHNOIZHUYELN] HIU9HdIOg

couthuBujy ._:.hm_...:mn._c...u%%E&w.mo:_ bei 16 qomnujcyxiony WuLipme

radiotelegrams directed to

sailors.

Therefore, in the carly ye-
ars of the century, you
could have captured, by
decoding them only with
the help of your ear, the
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It was enough to pick up two words of a telegram to let you witness an unheard of event: distances were

reduced, as if the continents were closer and closer!

‘\‘!l 2 1 LR

|
¥ o

NE: P ANRS
3[:._ SR VRNV

-
5

Romania: radiotelegram from the ship Regele Carol via port of Constance to Paris, 11 April 1908,

REVERLIOL [\\Ly UEEMU BTN
PHILEXATRIQUE 2

AFEDWWIGLNER 1880 1930

LA RONTIEFTALERS OIS .

But later, tired of listening
to the ship-to-coast tele-
grams, you would have
tried to improve your an-
tennas to capture other
services.
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For example, wireless letters transmitted from ships to coast stations for forwarding to the recipient by mail.

28 e

UK: front of envelope for the delivery of "Cheap Wireless Letter Service" from London to Montelimar (F) in first port rate for abroad
(2¥2 p) received and forwarded by a station of the Marconi Company on 15 April 1924, Franked with perforated ("MC") stamps.

Boats equipped with weak radios sent their messages to ships heading in the opposite direction, to forward
them from the first port they reached: they were oceanic letters, which you would hardly have picked up.

F g1 I ol :
Transmise du Nevire o QAT ALy e Xl AN 19 %[ 2 b | fom.
Doposde av bureau de poste de - le P 9 & h. m.
par le Radiotélégraphistc du Navire : ::‘
TAR Irgraarises Sodel La ovgery~Fans, e Si-Lazww  Mate b 30

e %y -~ e 1 3 A

ADRESSE :

.

France: ocean letter for Bordeaux sent by the ship Foucauld and received by the ship Asie on 27 January 1931, presumably offshore of West Africa.
Due to the large dimensions, the upper part of the piece (on the back of the sheet) is reproduced here, reduced to 85%.
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Meanwhile, thanks to
Meucci and Bell, the cable
had also begun to transmit
telephone signals, whose
industry had rapidly devel-
oped.

When the first signals went on air 9.7

Aatonio Meneei

aton , Telephone Centennial USA Alexander Graham Bell 13¢
BO8 18589 3 ' - <3 , 4

- Alexander GrahamBell 13¢ |~

8=

;{-4

s
o~

ltaltaL 1O

Tl\!!RN ATIONALF DES
£ s
By the end of the nineteenth & g
‘ century, important device g =
g. manufacturers were active, ¥, 3
? ﬁ g such as the French S.1.7. and % S ?
i’ ’Ah % the German De Te We. af, §
PLAN QUINGUENA e
. : | REPJELIGUE DU SENFCAT
Telephone produced
by S.LT. in 1897.

Merkmale 7 é‘}kg

St.empclblld ({,\{L “ ™ Q&'}:‘,‘@ES‘EZ‘\Z‘)
. F,Q)m:“’?o \“. 1AA "?/‘f?
o Vi i )] 3OO (({
‘ g ‘ (LSS ) 3N
DS CHE TELEPHONWERK S————
TSRS De FeWe
Francotyp: 5 264 Post: Boyyysy SOI6 .
Firma: 2)9 75 /4/«9
Motor: fpyy g Nrgssess  ggoVetv  gPs
Ubersetzung- otor: /205 Masch.: 20 » Riemen ¢
Geliefert: 7z £ L7 B : ) ‘ 7‘—_
‘Stand des Summenzih s w- ung auf: /M

Plombenschliissel (Post

Stand des Kartenzahle)
Reserveklnsdlees oder

Asﬁémzleiﬁrﬁmgen:

De 7-'9 % }mgene Karte Nr Vs
Bamenn

afionsnummer: fpz
Rechenmaschinen [

7. 77. 96 ‘auswechs, Klisch. efnge:
. P B Y [j_-- Zé,/

Glerthiects phine Laukenr i Faor-

Germany: Francotyp card of the meter stamp for De Te We, with original imprint of 1927 and its modification of 1936.
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Telephone transmission uses amplitude modulation (AM), i.c.it modifies the amplitude of a flat wave to
give it the sound profile. The basic instrument was Poulsen arc.

Sardinia, 1855: printing waste without
embossed effigy and normal stamp.

The receivers of the time, thanks to the galena diode studied by Kar! Ferdinand Braun, were already able
to convert the received waves back into sounds and words.

T e
(o w 1909”3

o N \02 w»;
"
bwzl%a 70

Marconi and Braun received the
Nobel Prize for physics in 1909,

Rock.

?.C%N"f{w'jq( WE O3

Many innovations matured: the Fleming's diode, the Forest's triode, the
Armstrong’s regenerative circuit.

Fleming’s diode on D Borest'y trigdes Edwin Armstrong
a Marconi receiver. and its regenerative circuit.
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But before all this came
to you, the First World
War broke out. Military
communications would
benefit from radio-
telegraph services on all

fronts.

Cayman Is., 1919:
Obligatory war tax

stamp.

A
I" CENTENARIO
DELLE
EDAGLIE ALVALORE MILITARE!

= -
CARTO
COMITATO NAZY I‘, B
1 ¢
I'RA 11 !,,./I
2N
Personale delle Ferrovie -d;ﬂg
Q@ INDUMENTL DT, 1REN;
U s
) e
NG eSS
N/
S
.
,.?.
‘ pos E o
! ‘gu > &U .§ —
: O I6 7 Y
= = = v
= ':< 5 D g % =z 2 NB - La presente ha corso in franchigia postale, purchi
o LR~ & R S conseznata ad un uHicio della Posta Militare.

Italy: postcard for troops at the front sent on 06/29/1916 free of charge, whose right is attested by the cancellations
“Military Radiatelegraphic Service” and “Military Mail - X Ammy Intendancy”.

/
/
T
- -
¥ A A A
i £
7 .
(J" -' ] ( d
;. A\
o Dl - 5 |
- o
\ /

|

f«f " BELHE - BELOIQUE 1 ‘
- DRAMILDIE COMMUNICATS IRANSMISSMN SAMSFIL
. U

Austria-Hungary: letter sent on 4 June 1916
free of charge, whose right is attested by

the cancellations “K.U.K Feldpostmat 311"
J and “K.u.K Handradiostation no 28".
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When the first signals went on air

- >
CARTOLINA POSTALE IN FRANCHIGIA
SERVIZIO RADIO - TELEGRAFICO

- g - -

=

Spedisce :
Stazione Radiotelegrafica .

|
ZONA DI GUERRA '
|

- E vietate Indicare la localisd dalla quale si sarive,

NB,

Italy, WWI free of charge post card for correspondence from military radnostat:on;n war zone. 7

But it would not have helped you to
have news of your loved ones in the
war zone, to which you would have
therefore written until the day of the
signing of the armistice.
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/ : - «
( - >, Z
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7 ! 2 -
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e ————

=

Itﬁly: letter from Rome to an army officer in the war zone sent on 3 November 1918, date of the signing of the armistice,

in reduced tariff for letters to trooper (from 25/5/1915 to 1/7/1920 extended also to the officers) of 10 cents.

9.10
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In the Golden Age of radio

After the end of the war and the signing of peace, in the 1920’s the radio would have offered you changes
at a dizzying pace.

By the end of the 19205,
ragio Mad bocome:

- trovded arcund her et T

156N 0 NEWSCaSTS, Comedy

and chidren’s shows, variery

USA, 1998: back of the stamp
reproduced above.

France: camdhbonofﬂaelelsPeaceCongessmmdopeﬁunVersaﬂlswaonMay
1919. On that day the conditions for peace were presented to the German delegation.

You would have started listening to communications to the planes,
which were regularly protected by the police.

France: letter from Vichy To Marseille sent on 19 November 1941 free of charge, as granted by the cancellations
"Le Ministre de I'Interieur” and “Ministre de I'Interieur—Sureté Nationale. Police de I'Air et de la T.S.F.".
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With the use of shortwaves, international links
became more stable: you would have sent your
messages via ltalo Radio, which linked Italy to
USA and to the colonies of Italian East Africa.

b

Italy: Italo Radio cancellation on a certified copy of a telegram for New York,
issued for judiciary request on 25 May 1924.

IO

— S AXY

Italy: post card free of charge for FF.AA. sent on 11 July 1936
from Military Post No. 101 of the 1st Division CC. NN. — deployed near Enda Jesus in Eritrea — to Rome.
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And you could have heard the answers from ;
the Radio Marina colonial stations, which
assisted the navigation, but in some cases :
they were able to transmit civil traffic, like Am —
Assab and Asmara ones. place ncar the lighthouse S
of Capo Guardafui. | ~ o~

P

Eritrea: telegram of 14 June 1940 with caneliation “Asmara Telegrafo” and stamp of Radio Marina Asmara “"Amba Galliano” station.
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France also developed its radio links with colonies and overseas territories.

KADIC

"4
’"—‘nls

i

e PSS i,

THAISON
FADIC

Djibouti: pictured posteard to France with cancellation "Djibouti Poste Radio V.N" sent on 20 October 1920.
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Oh, wait ... Rumors say
that, to increase the trans-
mission speed, the code
Emile Baudot invented
was going to be applied
to wireless communica-
tions by Verdan.

Baudot Code: letters
on the bottom arc UIT.

In the Golden Age of radio

QI
I

£
Nf.ﬁff

CREWAN

Algeria: radiotelegram sent on 12
May 1928 from Paris to Algiers
with linear stamp “Recelved by
Baudot-Vercan wireless system”
and circular stamp “Alger—
Central Télégraphie”,

You could have listened to it only .with spectal receivers, but in the first radio fairs, perhaps, you would

have preferred the new tube-type devices!

Sl JAHRE Mﬂlﬂ MISIHIA

AEPUBLIK OSTERREICH

SO K1
IEAIsEat
FANEFUNL

DEUTSCHE BUNDESPOST BERLIN

Receiver Siemens D-Zug Berlin: specimen.
(1924), Reeciver Loewe OF 333
(1926).

!

*S Bualow

' 1

TLE(/MM et
g |

Germany: cancellation of 17 August 1928 for the National Radio Fair.
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With them - and after paying the licence — you should be

able to hear a Haydn s quartet opening the first broadcast of

the new Italian station UR! - Unione Radiofonica Italiana!

REPVBBUCA ITALIANA

- SONOTENVTIA
CONCORRERE ALLE
SPESE PVBBLICHE

RAG ELLA

Praov. MILANO
anc R ahb o N ivi

4592

i | Scrvisio dei orrentt postili
92 RATA  (as mmv- uso privato)

ﬁzcevuta di un vpersemento

3 Lre T2
Lie sette ® cent. 25,
per if mese Ji_.... S ) (R
9”?7"% da. NAD IR )RR

. aut’ c; ,,W Irooo. mm?ato
L 9.9(4" ?"ﬁ'f?'“ 5‘“@“’1:5**"
‘s ‘Dostals ) ’Qgi iy

(A=

Ttaly: receipt of payment of the radio audition subscription fee
of 171171931, with circular stamp “Milan Correspondence and
parcel * Radio =" of the post office dedicated desk.

DITISCILL By

10.6

No licence? Well, you ; .
would have received
an unpleasant visit
from the fascist police
Voluntary Militia for
National Security,
which oversaw pay-
ments.

Miiga Voot por o §
“';E{..FOS
1S VL 8. N

Dege ¥ 7
‘

Sicurezza Nazon:

-

\ Clony » 1317 'eelone

Italy: letter sent on 28/7/1930 \ ’
free of charge, as granted by the o ViR
oval stamp of the Volunteer

National Security Militia.
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In the Golden Age of radio

.
%
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e

~n
a1
Wt

R
SAN P

99 3
ONIMA -, TORINO
ITALIA)

SEZIONE A oBILI
NIZZA, 230

LRSS

L o= TORINO 118

8328 HSEE

— ———————
- —

GAZZETTA D! PARMA

FONDATA I.'ANNO 1735
VIA EMILIO CASA N. 3
Tolefono: 320.004

PROPRIETA' E GESTIONF
S.E. G.E. A, Soc. per Az
C.C. LA, Porma N. 478387
UFFICIO RIVENDITE

Tariffa Spocinle

T ] ESTRATTO CONTO

Italy: statement for the press,
the special rate of L. 6, sent on 3 November 1978.

However, you would be comforted by listening to the
stations that were on air from Europe.

The Shukhov Tower in Moscow.

The industrial interests and the hostility
of the press, which could not compete
with the speed of the new medium, ham-
pered the development of Italian radio.

The WDR has been transmitting {rom Langenberg since 1927.
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In the Golden Age of radio

To get the radio into
every home, various pro- ||

~ LA RADIO
dans
4 chaque foyer

motional campaigns ?
were launched every- ‘
where in the world. ‘!/7

UN FOYER |
EST |
SANS

2 ‘ g
‘&épa-/— JQW £ eAD
\\f’/—\x ABOB
URES
N T e A $ \ ABQ‘:&%—){——\—(—— 2LNDN3671

Romania: letter from Bucharest to Fagaras, with cancellation “Subscribe to the radio”, sent on 24 November 1936
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In the 1930s, thanks
also to continuous pro-
motions, listening to the
radio was widespread
and growing every-
where.

Czechoslovakia: cancellation for the "Promotion Week of Czechoslovak Radio, 4-11 September 1932
at the Prague Trade Fair” sent on 8 September 1932.

He was not even affected by the diffusion of Television, in the middle of the decade.

EO s o

)

France, 1936/39: newspaper dip of the weekly "Télévision Magazine®, with illegible date;
presumably it is franked for periodic newspapers, 4th echelon, in the first years of activity.

ey It was a primitive technology, based on the
Baird model; however, Germany used it to
broadcast the Olympics Games in Berlin.

EEERE N

R I IR

Berlin, 1985: specimen.

Camera used during
the Olympics in Berlin. =
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On the other hand, ISLAND 400 e
new cone speakers = __:_'
were now on the !-‘,._ Tog
market: the German b AD A
company N&K i,: N
adopted the excel- ea 'Q" --
lent Farrand's i \ F‘ Q D J ;r.: : :
ones. = s
Germa'ny, 1935:
meter stamp of
F.]. BUENO de MESQUITA a Francotyp
machine type
47. §!§qgakﬁ§§‘ ;3"£avgular
on
m\“\\'ﬁkﬁnm-nnux KLLES
lionsi eur
RICEARD 8Y L 5
Leﬂ:»
165 Rue Stévin , et
stamp,
BRUXELLES.

g:R'I:E’yo SSIE
4 ;-e 'f(f.g v—'J\ R 1
1 Al TR ; < ]’ '
= "m',‘ 11;.. !
Eventually you POS'PKAART /4 -
had more com-
pact receivers
available.
Belgium: Publibel
advertising postcard
n.455 with print
strongly shifted
down. e —
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During the WWII
However, with the
war, listening to
foreign radio was
Jorbidden in all the
countries involved

in the conflict.

r’v' R -.;’_‘-—l ' : i —. T ] -, - —
; ‘in French
L Printea mauvler en y
2 SUON
i
]
Ve : _
o Monsieur Charies Gundel#in,fils,
= lo,Boulevard desUrsulines,
Lemballe,
o) Cotes-du-Hord,
o France.
d -
-
()
| [ ==
. = |
- 4

Great Britain: letter from the BBC (better known as “Radio London”) to a French listener
sent on 10 April 1540, with handwritten indication of refusal of 13 April 1940.
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You could have only tuned the broadcasters of the allied countries, like the German radio.

-

From the outbreak of the conflict, whose casus belli was the :
fake attack on the Gleiwitz station, you would have listened to
the chronicles of the events and military radio communications.

The paramilitary Postschutz
ouarded the German facilitics.

K4 12

o]
s,
/ALK

s

Eric Sevareid

o

o

{ DEUTSCHES REICH.

Poland, 2009 : cancellation "70th anniversary
of the provocation of Gliwce” (Gleiwitz).

RdS.«Sammletgruppen, Abgabepreie 20 RPF.

IJm Rampf um dfe Scelheft]

Germany, 1941: postcard “In the struggle for freedom!”.
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During the WWII 11.3
" .
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Ukraine: letter sent on 12 June 1942 from Kiev to Germany via the Deutsche Dienstpost Ucraine service, as per har?&vritten indica- ‘

tion bordered by red according to the reguiation of 24 April 1942, the right to the use of which is attested by the stamp “Reich-
Rundfunk GmbH - Sendergruppe Ukraine”. The blue handwritten cross on the envelope indicates that it is official correspondence.

Soon you
would hear
German sta-
tions from oc-
cupied areas,
or once-free
radios now
serving puppet
states.

On 10 July 1940, in
Vichy, the parliament
proclaimed the birth
of the Etat Frangais
chaired by Pétain, of
which Radiodiffusion
Nationale became
the voice.

A" 1036 K. B

i 2 ey | IR
PRESIDENCE DU CONSEIL PEN T o %
i— :’:\“’Y 2y “ /" 7 ‘A‘,{')l "5‘
ADMINISTRATION > [ ""-'-7"..’;}-,‘ R
D: L‘ ‘;:( {;“ 3 -z. » . /I’:(’”)' - [):‘ / : .
RADIODIFFUSION NATIONALE & e ( AH

DIRECTION GENERALE

 France: letter of the National Radiodiffusion from Toulouse to the city of 10 July 1940 free of charge, a5 granted by the linear
stamp of the general directore and the circular one of the “(Vice) Présidence du Conseil”.
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While fake stamps supplied to the partisans guaranteed the authenticity of the letters to the resistant, of-
ten transmitted by the BBC after the sound of the letter V in Morse code...

A 7 QEI&@‘ f A

../—_\-J

} L [ BLA2-16%0 | gt
’f?{Ap S5 i
‘

...it was more difficult to recognize the “black radios™: they were fuke stations similar to real ones, e. g. like
Vatican Radio or the same radio for German troops, but with very different contents, to confuse you.

Australla SPp Reckany

Deutsche Beamten -chchcrung

Ofentlichrechtliche
Lebens- und Renten ~Vernicherungsanstalt

Berlin W 15, Knesebeckstrafle 5461 W U
Verwaltungsdirektion

Stuttg:lrt. Jagcrstraﬂc 44
Bricfanschrift:
Stuttgart 1, Postschlieffach 206

Germany, 1944: original stamp on enveloppe.

A similar, postal action was conducted in 1945 by the secret services allied:
the Operation Cornflakes. Anti-Nazi propaganda letters were inserted in fake
envelopes of large German corporations and franked with forgeries of the
most common stamps. The material was then thrown closc to strafed postal
trains, to be retrieved and delivered by unsuspecting German post.
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Algeria: letter sent from Radio Algiers on 10 August 1945 free of charge, as granted by the stamp “L'Ingénieur Chef des Ser-
vices Techniques de Radiodiffusion en Algérie” with the official's signature.

How many hopes would have been born,
listening on Radio Algiers to the voice of
Eisenhower announcing the armistice!
But soon the King's flight followed ...

MARSHALL ISLANDS

And. from Radio Monaco, the voice of Mussolini would have resounded,
after the meeting with Hitler who had freed him with his paratroopers.

BRSNS T

Italy 1941: unissued.

Germany, 1940: meter stamp of a Francotyp machine mode! *D".
Due to the size and fragillly of the postal Gocument, placed on the back of the sheet,
o preserve its integrity 3 reproduction is presented here.
“The Deutsche Kurzwellensender — the voice of home™, a.k.a. Radio Monaco.

“~ - - w
| DEUTSCHES REICH




Italian Social Republic: envelope sent on 13 April 1945 from Bresda to the Municipality of Roccafranca free of charge,
as granted by the oval stamps of the Brescia prefecture and linear one of the Radio Messages Office.
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. y 5 2 oner of war, om a
(m’fm)é/fﬁlfaé".. 2 3 o A postcard of the Italian
£y 89,177 7. A
2 -4 1 m|
NAME pit A3y 7\ / e on 12 March 1943 free of
(NOME) ﬁmm /gaépé;gz( ﬁ‘g > charge 25 granted by
- ) > 53 inear stamps
4 5 @, ",
cwzye g /o0 W oty Zgrevast e |IEomsoms
(CAKPO NO-)- e fereattarieeesennnanannacnane ; stamp “P / W MIDDLE
( AD EAST 266" and circular
cfo A.P.O., E-A. COMMAND, /LA 70 stamp “P.OW.EAC.
: / A
The radio would have helped
many of you, as it integrated
the normal postal connections
between soldiers - and prison- No.

ers of war - and their families
at home.

— -

. 1940 1940

The Sacend Wocld Sar
Lanads esbiivn ity impaem

Egypt: message for 2 P.O.W. transmitted via
Vatican Radio and forwarded by the Apostolic
Delegation of Egypt and Palestine on 25 March
1944, The message is marked with the rectan-
gular stamp "P / W MIDDLE EAST 026",

Radio message
frem Vatican City
DEL SGAZIONE APOSTOLICA

O EGITTO € PALESTING
Caire, Zamalek

Data..... .25/5!44

-+ - - ——— esa.

10305.
Abbiamo ricevuto il tuo messaggio.
Stiamo tutti dene.

|

Noi tutti invismo ssluti e baci affettuosi,

»
e
B

Cogrome BOTILTI
Nome Ruggero
Grad» S.Ten,

PO.W Ne, 363IL1
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On 16 April 1945 you might have listened to the American journalist Edward Murrow, whose shocking
report revealed the atrocities of the Buchenwald concentration camp.

Edward R Murrow

o

Germany: registered letter sent on 1st Auqust 1941 from the Buchenwald concentration camp free of charge,
as granted by the drcular stamp of the camp commander Karl Otto Koch.

But soon the radio would have
transmitted the announcement
of the liberation and, soon
after, of the death of Hitler.
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Italy, 1945: local issue authorized
by the prefecture of Parma.
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From reconstruction to satellites 12.1

(B

From reconstruction to satellites

You would find yourself in a divided, destroyed
country. Italian radio also suffered damages and
inconveniences: the special license is emblematic.

RSI, 1944: error “Sociaie” instead of
| “Sociale* in the first stamp.

E. I. A. RI

ENTE ITALIANO AUDIZIONI RADIOFONICHE
T CONCESSIONARIO €SGLUSIVO DELLE RADICAUDIZIONI CIRCOLAR!
DIREZIONE GENERALE: TORINO - VIA ARSENALE, N. 21

LICENZA SPECIALE N. 50468 |
DI ABBONAMENTO ALLE RADIOAUDIZIONI

R S 1

La presenie licenze da diritto al titelare di tenere ed usare
I'apparecchio radioricevente all'indirizzo sopra indicalo, a norma
. delle disposizioni di legge e limilatamente a quanto prescritio
nelle Avvertenze stampate a tergo.
Scaduto il periodo di validita la presente licenza deve conside-
TaLs lata e priva di qualsiasi valore ed il titolare dovra

e , in LA R
V) raLe, I8 v 19 -XX Ente Nlafiand AddizioniRadiofoniche
™ g AL

> N
> {
4 7alidita dal al 31 Dicembre 19. =~XX
ilasciata a: 1., o, . 1. —
N S omune ] Lo gl b Provincia » <
Via : il C 2 b N.
I canone annuo é stabilito in L. &
3
R0 s e T o R o [
Diritto fisso ey A g MR R e 3 —
L. 3
|
Rimborso per voltura da 2
.
>
L. LD
i Imposta generale sull’entrata 2°; . s » 3¢
- ! | 3
g Sopraltassa per ritardato pagamento 5%/, »
E;: 1] : A
g U 1) s TOTALE L % (23 4]
(Lire i ), DML R L) 3 5.

~
|

Italy: spedial license for the radio subsiripb‘on issued on 17 November 1945, Postal tax of L. 3 paid with stén-wps m?m@d by the stamp
of the EIAR Agency of Rome Viminale (used up to 1/1/48) and linear RAI stamp; IGE for Lire 30.15 paid with a ¢. 20 cent. fiscal stamp

and 6 postal stamps of 5 liras used in place of the fiscal ones not available, as declared with a handwritten note on the back. H
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Having had to study a little German, you would have experienced the Berlin blockade by listening to the
RIAS - Rundfunk Im Amerikan Sektor and the Berliner Rundfunk, voice of the Soviet zone. From the Niko-
lassee radiotelephony station, the only connection left with the West, you would have listened to interna-
tional phone calls to and from Berlin.

OFFICIAL
DIENSTSACHE GERUHRENE:

Frau . ,v"
Menszel,

Berlin-Ckarlottenrburg

———————— T —— . —— — __———————

Knobelsdorffstr.41

AT

B E R LI N

BERLIN-SCHUNEBERG
KUFSTEINER STRASSE 69

Berlino, sénore americano: lettera della Rundfunk Im Amerikan Sektor del 12/12/1949 in franchigia,

il cui diritto & attestato dal bollo lineare “Offidal Dienstsache Gebuhmfrei” in quanto ente dell’Amministrazione alleata.

BERLINER E’;d‘ep“‘?

Tisotr | 07

RUNDFUNK | <006 |

P LS
p—
Lo —r—
? 27e)
o3 heEdahix
2 8 = -
' x
) ®
) o
= 1 )
M
w
o } J N
— et S :— 1N-:ﬁ o
Beriin, 1948: meter stamp of a Francotyp “D” machine with unusual space of 70 mm. S BERLIN .
he first head office of the Berliner Rundfunk was the Radio House of Charlottenbiirg, in the British sector.
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In "60s, the Italian voices of Radio Berlin International and, from Cologne, of Deutsche Welle, would also

be broadcast.

mnzwmmlﬁmz Vo ll.ll

Germany, 1965: meter stamp of a Francotyp “AS000” machine with "Printed matter” specification.

The iron curtain that cut across Europe in two blocks was crossed by radio waves in both directions and
from the East all countries spread an Italian program for you.

REP.S MARINO

COLABANANES CRUTRRAL ECINIMICL INTINEMRIFT AR

b

s

e M%wﬁ.\

Radio Prague and Radio Moscow
were among the most popular
programs in Italian,
All this happened while news to and from prisoners of war were still on air
T ——— e T — 1 ’:/ e — ~ — N T

Germany, 1946: card
with information about
a German P.O.W.
broadcast by Vatican
Radio, sent to its family
by the Bavarian Red
Cross Monitoring Ser-
vice, free of charge.

—ee ——ly ————— ———
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aus der Kriegs‘éefcanons’chdft laut Durchsage des Rundfunksenders

~ Vatikan vom_ i)
VRLKAR v 20k
Otscmgobe -0713€R
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Thanks to the .--*::“*-—-_-'_-:-7 e T T —————
Marshall Plan, : e Doty SH

reconstruction : G MALTL t 7ONA ANG(O AmtmcmA 4{?@75

gave new impetus UFAICIO. AGRICOTURA, FORESTE ¢ rtscy&"‘ 76#’

whuope. || ISHIUTO TALASSOGRAFICO- i |
TRIESTE is) & :}o‘ o2

VIALE ROMOLO GESST. 2 S— =

POSTE ITALIANE

VOCE DELL'AMERICA

NEW-YORK , 19

et e e Y

U.S.A.

Even the radio
industry regained
its strength and
began to grow
again.

APARATE RADIO Iﬂ

/; umé&;,‘[//

3‘3 nhhrnl\ = Strada /4-:} ’)L)Zl‘//’é#

£ _;él %Z’L 2 Localilatea / _/’éﬁ{ Q_L’ J
xpeditor 5 4___ : :
-~ .Z’ELZA‘ jéﬂ/‘/‘- &ﬁg. 27l Raionul = R

Creglerea produclio vJO | g 1" g /,{5/ e -’1 AN
‘ R

Rilocul Scara Etajul Apart._

A0 L2r~

‘//_;‘_22.4.:.%_4.44‘ £ LZ/

Qficiul pogtal : Lo

i Mr/#ﬁj B

Romania, 1965: postcard on the growth of radio equipment production scheduled for 1970.
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Many of you would have resumed listening to radio listening as a
nice daily activity, listening to the foreign stations arriving on long,
medium and short waves.

0.56€

0,
Loz 531809

i
I
%

JSABEILE SANDY 1884 1975

Radio Andorra was widcly heard in Italy too; A successful program of Europel.
the writer and poet Isabelle Sandy was one of the best known voices.

! Uw emis ,lon .
mediocre a la VK

A < , S [_—A,:
vie courte.. | (@] » <

"CAPRICES 507 0 X1 51 D ﬂﬁiﬂ i“

frent /. Gnienrs | : ; <

NPOLS DS Of l N ey D }:T i 5 g ' A HET
' A' y 7 _/ /‘.,0 ; N \ii ;;."/ :;{_}; [: \L.J C i lf‘u‘”'-:
: )" ‘I’)-‘)- » ne ,]& 1\) (.)

— lonseur René ROY
88, rue Buyctit-Thouars
i ‘A Il I R

RADIO-GENEVE

66, Carl-Vogt

Switzerland, 1950: meter stamp of a Hasler “F22” machine.

VOA, Radio Moscow and oo Carnada 15 e
other foreign stations i)

started relaying their Ital- . ’

ian programmes on the &‘ ”
RAI network, while oth-

ers opened their services L

on short waves only, like Radio Canada International,
Ridio Canada. in Ttalian from 1949 to 1961.
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In the 1950s television programs began and you would gather in front of the screens, turning the knobs of
the TV to stabilize its shaky images.

The eye of the camera brought the world into the home.

W AL N e e

Italy, 2007: colour shifted.

7 plach ™~

X FESTIVAL “ INTERRATIBHAL D¢ TELEVISIEN
z o T T 87

Monaco, 1570: above, 1st stage die proof (1.er état) in black signed by the engraver Roger Fenneteaux;
on the right, strip of three colour trials in violet, blue and polychrome, and definitive stamp.
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In Italy, the TV programs began in 1954 and Rai became the Jtalian Radio and Television.

From reconstruction to satellites

bo e

}:' = gy ¥
RADIDIELEViSIONE iTALIANA
IALE MAZZING, 1%

ROMA

12,7

S ';‘(li:’l‘

A very popular advertising program of
Italian tclevision.

The first notes of the Te Deumn by Marc Antoine Charpenticr, theme of Eurovision.

Space radio communications, meanwhile, were startin

g to support terrestrial telecommunications.

WwW. BUTTIKER

POSTEACIH 78

BASEL?

Switzerland: commemorative cancellation of 8 November 1963, the last day of the conference, on registered letter
(20 c. Ordinary rate + 30 ¢ Right of recommendation = 50 c.) With tag of Temporary Post Office set up the conference.
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But many of you would have remained loyal to the radio: the introduction of the transistor allowed the
creation of portable, battery-powered sets.

FRAUENKONGRESS DDR Progress in Electronics
DER DOR
2527 JUNT 1964 L

S HOGE |
g SPANNING |
< EN... ,;;,E,}m. Il:é\r\/lé;'ER
=
3 DROGE BATTERIJEN
&=~ \00RTRANSISTOR

L 2254v

You would have hunted for pirate radios, which broadcast music from ships in international waters: as Mar-
coni did from Elettra!

,j; Steunt
F 4i.  vriender
) van

5 VERONICA

Ny=Vo%

o

=2 Postbus 14

The Netherlands: meter stamp of the machine Postalia model “P* number PR3272.
Radio Veronica was a famous pirate radios broadcasting from a ship.
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In the mid-1970s, the color
TV and the presence of the
Italian-Swiss television,
Tele Capodistria and the
news bulletin directed by
Indro Montanelli on Tele
Monte-Carlo would again
shift your interest to the
small screen.

| R MONTE-CARLD
8173

Monaco: registered letter sent on30 July nanMasmMmam,M@dm(l,mFFspﬁmamatho-SOQmfomig\cwn-

tries + 7,30 FF for registration = 8,60 FF) with meter stamp of the Secap “NA” machine n. 11228,
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Today §

Your radio would be TR

tuned more and more on A 503': v:f?f;"};;'j'l“,
Jfrequency modulation, M ~f§_§;j; -
and the music programs MODULAZIONS B FAEQUENZA
of foreign AM stations, ,
such as Radio Andorra 3
and Radio Luxembourg, ’

lost their appeal.

After the fall of the Berlin
wall, many foreign stations,
like DW, closed their Italian
programs, but it was possi-
ble to follow events such as

g der
JTenzen

]
1z
<

wnerdentschen €

50 Jahre Deutscha Wella

the Romanian revolution. —

BUCUREST - Telwiziunea Roménd Libers 3 apdrdtons e

22 DECEMBRIL 1980

Destinatar

Strada ’ODN‘ i;(}‘\mr_g_

Scara Etajul Apart

Judetul CAMM

Codul Localitatea

2400 CLld

Blocul

Sectorul

Romania: postal envelope remembering the Romanian revolution of 1989, mtegfatedbyastampofslatooovermereglsh-abon
cost, sent from Bistra to Cluj-Napoca on 27 March 1991.
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Or listen live to all the news from the battlefields of the Gulf War.

[

Shore of Kewa? SupB30ise ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ -

-_—

Great Britzin, i99;: stamp of the British Forces Pos Office 637, 10th Corps Transport Regiment sent in Kuwait
during the first Gulf War, on a letter franked with ordinary stamps cancelled with a pen (reproduced on the left).

The local radio stations, during the war in
Yugoslavia, would have taken you where
even the mail could no longer arrive.

n S{;
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;' 4205 /
] e e G A e mentmicsy \¢ :
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- - . - e A @ = A
! Zbog rata u oeni | Hercegaving za * WSQ\\’AJ-CVO
i ovlu POatl 1 al 1 : (SR
I : ¥ ké (l‘.o
A CAUSE D! § wHE aor1 | Esprren Reda
HERZIEGOY ¢ . 3 i 1 i
MTERRON ' ¢ “- 25 TE i SARAIJEVD
4 1.. o " ".".‘ , 1 ﬁﬁiﬁﬁ‘\
| R -~ g F 1 ’ ! 3
R - Sl AR s RONIN ERZEGOVINA
i fi " N % i
= \ 4 i .
2 __,,.»';

Cr;a‘ti_a‘: letter from Italy to Sarajevo retumned to the sender with bilingual linear stamp of the Croatian post office *Because of the war in Eioénié and
Herzegovina the postal traffic with that post office is interrupted - Exchange office 41003 Zagreb” and Zagreb circular stamp of 8 December 1995.
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Today, all this is disappearing:
although the radio is still very
popular in the car, at home and
even on the young public, the
cable-satellite system is being
more and more used.

Today 33
w20 @am Chaque jour en moyenne,
= vous éfes prés de
| |= 4 personnes sur

agées de 15 ans ef plus
a écouter la radio.

ARCHIPEL DES &
COMORES

0

ARCHIPELTDES 2}
COMORES ?.9.,
. r 1', 1"!

Comore Is., 1965: artist die proof in blue signed by the engraver Jacques Combet and final stamp.
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OCryzewski

Krolewska 35

Vvarszawa

13.4

Broadcasting stations arc leaving big facilities on MW and SW and are using more and more digital signals,

also on digital TV bouquets and soon on 5( networks.

[[]

Ardeg/Dags sinels

\J

L&

MBARDA

?oog mﬁﬂss m

*  SocieTa' TELEFONICA INTERREGIONALE

ST l PEL PIEMONTESE E LOMBARDA

Via Gonrienza 16-TORING

In 1929 the Italian telephones company STIPEL established
the first cable connection between the EIAR s stations of Milan and Turin.

But not only the digital data transmission by cable has revolutionized
the way information is distributed.

The cable, once used to connected radio
stations, now has the power of optic fiber.
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Sepia Proof of the joint issue for the “Alr Afrique” issue of 1961,
without indication of either the country or the value.
On the right, one of the definitive stamps.

Messages to airplanes are among the few that you can
listen to on the radio: sarellites taken the place of short
waves for naval communications, telephone connections
and news.

Cameroon, 1965: strip of three colour trials in green, brown and violet.
On the lower edge, cut out, you can see the manuscript codes of the colours, perhaps 1315, 1713 and 1525.

nederlandse
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Today

Tre World Wide \Web
brought the textbased
Irternet to Ife by adding
pleares. seund, and video
Milons of paopie accessed
the Internet with user
friendly Web browsers for
business, enterainment, and
educatonal purpases
CELEBRATE THE CENTURY - 19908

Although the

WWW 1s no

longer what it
was a century
ago, has your
desire to furn
the radio knob

returned?

13.6

Herrn

Ewald Jurczyk
Durerring 59

3050 Walsrode 1

BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION

Swiss Bark Cornoratiorn Ltd.,

GmTEVA....‘...

+ o+ SWIZERLAYD

Ir WoT CLAINED WITHIN SZYEN DAYS PLIASE RETURN TO
THE COMMIRCIAL BANKING CoMrFAnY Or Syowry, Lro.
AT FOINT OF PosTING

Ham ety FrmERe
AA1Na T aus ”

ok

CCCD 388

Just do it: Wherever you go, there’s radio!




