 ROMA CAPUT MUNDJI

EXPANSION AND MEMORY OF A GREAT CIVILIZATION

— —————

CROCIERA ZEPPELING

1933, Kingdom of ltaly, photographic proof depicting the Roman Forum, the heart of ancient Rome

Rome, a shining star in the datkness of Italian prehistory, brightens twelve
centuries of human history in a vivid light: twelve centuries in which wars and cri-
mes certainly did not lack, but which, for the most part, were characterized by a
lasting and sure peace, the Roman pax. In fact, after the end of the centuries, after
the conclusion of its historical parable, the Urbe has become, in the memory and
the emotion of the following ages, an authentic place of the spirit, a sort of cate-
gory of thought.

The exhibit, through strictly postal material, illustrates the various aspects of an-
cient Rome, from the dawn till the end of the empire, and how its greatness, han-
ded down to posterity, may allow us today to consider ROMA CAPUT MUNDI,

Total sheets exhibition pages 42 - A3 format g

Title, introduction and plan (1)
Prologue.... The greatest Mediterranean civilization(1)

1. From the foundation of the city(Ab urbe condita) (8)
1.1 Birth of Rome - between legend and reality
1.2 The first institutions - the res publica
1.3 Julius Caesar - the winter of the Republic

2. At the center of the network: the Empire
(Intra reaticuda: Imperium) (9)
2.1 The Mediterranean - the Roman lake
2.2 Augustus - a genius of propaganda
2.3 The Latin language - sermo maiorum
2.4 The Emperor - son of God

3. The influence of Rome(Romanus auctoritate) (11)
3.1 Citizenship - the prestige of being Roman
3.2 Religious pluralism - a beneficial syncretism
3.3 The emperor and Jesus - an impossible dualism
3.4 Latins and Germans - an inevitable division

4. The epilogue (Sic transit gloria mundi) (12)
4.1 Invasions - barbaric enemies
4.2 Religion - a cosmopolitan pantheon

4.3 The economic crisis - a world in crisis
4.4 The myth of Rome - a European model
4.5 The mission of Rome - the eternal becoming

Championship for

Tematic Philately
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PROLOGUE

The history of the world has al-
ways fascinated the great thinkers;
the German writer Mommsen, at
the end of the ninetcenth century,
wrote a colossal history of Rome
and its parallels with other civiliza-
tions ...

1950, Mexico, postcard, 13 centavos

. THE GREATEST MEDITERRANEAN CIVILIZATION

JEAN DUCHE

Ia biograohie souriante ¢ humanité

101057 =— PARIS-25 =

3

bv?-v‘:‘r‘! vedend v i

1911, German Kingdom,
adventising appendix depicting
a Persian satrap

... the pre-Columbian civi-
lizations, the Persians, the
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Egyptians, the Babylo-
nian civilization.

30 June 1960, Federal Republic of Germany, Berlin, preumatic post (ROHRPOST) rate 28
pfenning. postcard within the city limits of Berlin

The study of past civilizations, of all
latitudes, offers us an irrefutable fact,
that they are like living organisms:
they are bozn, prosper and die.

£4%a el Arengo-Rimuni -0 S
58 inai10-31 530510 1993 e

Therefore even the fall of Roman civilization was destined to clash with the prophecy of Jupiter: "1 do
not set boundaries between them, neither in space nor in time". But let's see how it all started, conti-

nued and ended ...

SAMUEL BRONSTON PRESENTE

1930, Kingdom of laly, air mail, green minting proof on white paper {value which in the
type adopred was changed to 9 = 2 lire)
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B  Shreveport, Le. 7

1. FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE CITY (AB URBE CONDITA)

11 BIRTH OF ROME

————

i After 5 days, retuch o )

THE HOMER NATIONAL BANK,
© nowER L.

.

g Commercial Nat'l Bank,

FROM TROY TO LAZIO

Resuming the emotions written by Homer, about a thousand years carlier, they are also narrated by Virgil, who recounts the wonder and exultation of those
who, having escaped the Trojan firc after wandering the Mediterrancan, are about to land on the Lazio coasts.

"Italiam, Italiam", Virgil makes the exiles say
when they greet the goal, the promised land,
the Italian coasts.

9 January 1831, letter from Naples, Yitalia
lincar entry stamp in Spain to Barcelona

= e e s e

Aeneas, the Trojan hero, heads for Lazio, towards a new land and a new future; fu-

ture destined to mark Italian and European history forever.

L5 Wichnke s Rams CMATALNG

Ttaliam Dtaliam! ..
Virgite

1911, Kingdom of Italy, postcard, § cents
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1.1 BIRTH OF ROME

FEven Acneas, the Trojan hero, after the fatigues of his escape from Troy with his fa-
ther Anchises, must to face the primitive populations of the new promised land: Italy.

ting proot on white paper

1930, Kingdom of ltaly, green min-

-

~

(e}

emelope from Civita Lavinia (Rome) to Genga [AN), postmarked tax stamp, correspondence between mayors

He will have to clash with Turnus, the brave and demi-
god king of the Rutulis. Once defeated Turnus, Aeneas
married his betrothed, Lavinia, in honour of whom was
founded Lavunium, later to become Civita Lavinia.

definitive  colour
adopted for the
halian eolonies

AENEAS, THE FIRST ROMAN HERO

14 April 1960, lemer with fint rate abroad, 60 lire

=4
The legend is confused with historical reality; it is said that the first Etruscan
inhabitants saw an eagle circling where Rome must have risen, on the banks
of the Tiber river.

January 1812, letter from Rome to Collevecchio (RI), with linear stamp Préfer Dep (artment) du
Tibre (Tiher in French); stamp used from 1309 to 1814 during the French occupation of Rome

26 April, 1871,

e W
(i'/(/ ; 7
//&‘/;’/w a1 ﬂ/n'

DOVITA LAVINIAK)
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1923, Kingdom of Italy, machine tests on
gray paper coming from the only two
known sheets
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1.1 BIRTH OF ROME

-

*‘ﬁ%

=

1918 mail of Fiume, proof of printing from mother
stone on cardboard

ROMULUS, THE woL'F's SON

Legend has it that after eight generations, about 200 years later, two brothers were born, Romulus and Remus, who were abandoned for farrul) re-

asons but were found by a she-wolf who fed them and raised them, Between the two, however, there was no

of power and in the end Romulus killed his brother.

good blood for the usual questions

Inum;mnmm‘ WALl AM B )

Romulus traces the boundaires of the walls of Rome with the plow.

1940, Iralian Aegean Islands,
block of four stanips
4 o il -

with SAGL overprint

P -
- S

E:,T_

ala

méty ./1'/2’_:

specimen

All this happened 753 years
b. C. and the date is still cele-
brated as the birthday of the
town, Since then the years

(’Mﬂ 7f
@-9‘?&444 4%@

were counted ab urbe cindita,

that is from that famous 753

| b.C, the beginning of the

i history of Rome and its civi-

| lization.

i

1

" 29 October, 1939, second day of use, let-
ter from Rome 1o Palermo, 50 cents first

rate for inside. The Naples-Palermo tran-
sit postmark - on the reverse - was used

the following day

-M., —Jiia Monoiaa

i [*)

FILATELICA

MILANG 1224 X 1978

Bloeul __ Seara

— il ﬁ
7 £,

Etajul

-n

Sactorul

Oficiul pontal

LTM...1
I

Lupoaica, cu Romulus g1 Remus

BUCURESTI

Locali‘aion

e

|_rrrr— —

20 April 1840, USA, letter from Romulus - handwritten postmark - in AThany, taxed 18 34 cents
for distances between 130 and 400 miles

Y S ———

¢ %/;.wf/{? jmr ﬂ;‘fé /@

e Bibagrn o
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1.2 THE FIRST INSTITUTIONS -~ et = * PATRICIANS AND PLEBEIAKS

Romulus became Rex; in addition to governing the town his main task was to observe natural

phenomena to make prophecies called “vaticin?’, From these de-
rves the name of Vatican given to the hill where several ‘oracles’ - intended as places of pray

et and prediction of the future - wete active.

e sranic
i

e e
6 January 1839, Kingdom of Italy, letter from the steamer Rex. from Genoa 1o Frankfurt, i

poststamp of amrival the following 18 January

The society was divided between ple-
beians, protected by the tribunes of
the plebs, and Ppatricians, gathered in
the Senate.

Letter from Marszilles on 29 March 1860 and
arrived in Turin on 31. Travelled with the
French Vatican postal service of the indirect
line of haly and disembarked in Genoa on the
30iR, the poumark "PIROSCAFI POSTALI
FRANCESI" was placed and taxed by the reci-
pient for 7 tenths of a lira.

letter sent from Swedish cruise ship Patricia, in service from 1950 to 1957 -
arrival postniark a: Palma de Mallorca 23 September, 1952

T kR
e

R u‘fg &

PATRIC

5. Dom JUA¥ SAFCHO
VELOZ SZORT BAINSR
£2I3} DY YIIOHCA

BILRIRTS
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1.2 THE FIRST INSTITUTIONS

§

: /A /@-w}th” !

T

Hic manebimus optime ("here we will be very well™), exclaimed at the end of
his speech and the people understood that statement as a positive omen.

background colour

strongly displaced imperforate with

decals

without background

colour

The current legislative body, which
can be compared to the concilia plebis
(assemblics of the plebs), is similac
to the current democratic lower hou-
ses (in Italy the Chamber of Depu-
ties).

HIC MANEBIMUS OPTIME

HLUERIAN,
2 2
5 * 75 E

g
“RCENTE

e

A

the background

: colour is partially
- | missing in the right
stamp of the pair

Historians report a curious episode occurred during
the tensions between patricians and plebeians. After
the victory over the Etruscan Vejo, the plebeians
wanted to leave Rome and the oppression of the
patricians and only the intervention of a centurion
persuaded everyone to stay.

colour error,
known only imper-

misplaced
perforation
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1.2 THE FIRST INSTITUTIONS

__OSPEDALE GIVICO

" The name of town was Cometo Tarquinia till 1922 when it tumed into Tarquinia

e z missing green print and
Contrary to what happens today, the Romans of antiquity did every- misplaced perforation shified perforation
thing seriously and they were ruthless versus the defeated enemies.
The Etruscans dominated the current Tuscany, Roman Etruria, but

the new conquerors, the Romans, left only a few traces of it

black and green proof on
non-watermarked and non-
rubberized paper (e)

2T
. 23 November 1805 - ETRURIE lincar postmark on a cover from the kin-
gdom of Etrurie, established by Napoleon from 1801 to 1807

T e

THE RES PUBLICA

The pride of the last Ftruscan kings, coming from Tarquinia, led to the
establishment of the new form of government: the res publica.

Pennsylvania Free lemry Commission

State Library
SRR, o Harrisburg, Pa. o
e, burg. E ﬂ

The Etruscan women had great freedom and in fact they were very of-
ten depicted together with men who loved very much to have fun as op-
posed to Romans who were normally sedous and concentrated on military
conquests.

Many finds documenting the “happy life” of the Etruscans have been
found in the necropolis of Cerveteri.

5 December 1873 - |
Kingdom of ltaly -

Collettoria  italics
from Cerveteri on
letter for Rome

stamped 20 cents, .
cancelled with Rome
numeral points 206 -
Vaccari signature -
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1.2 THE FIRST INSTITUTIONS

THE CONSULS AND THE IMPERIUM

Th-c new Republic included two consuls managing the exccutive power. The imperium, was represented by a bundle of rods joined together: the littorio, which the Romans mﬁmu Er——

Etruscans,
4 Febnuary 1796 « lincar stamp on emv elope of the Consulate of the French
Resolution. in use from 1792 to 1804
3
- lxsCaxsris

n{: LABH"‘B”?% w> e s

‘ & 1./"‘.

fote e /~"//v'/-”“R 2

In case of war, on the Senate advice, the Consuls gave the com-
mand to a dictator, Dux, who rerurned it to the Consuls once
the emergency was over.

s Dcc:mber 1927 - first rate registered letter from the office of the Senate of the
Kingdom to Paris

S
| Probe—Postflug Nl
| Rom — Buenos—Aires x |

newspaper wrapper sent with the first post flight to Rome -
Buenos Aires on 26 January 1934. The flight was interrupted in
Fortaleza because of a failure

i
i
b
'
|
i

The Dux exercised full powers out of any
control; for this reason this office was ra-
rely assigned.

not adopred proof of
the stmp of the set
“march on Rome”,
made by of the en-
graver Giulio Cisari.

imperforate pair

4 ROMA — Foro Mauodini - Moaolite i marme di Carrara.

The surcharge was used to to make them less competitive
than private editions.
They could only be sold at post offices, which explains their rare use.

Scanned by CamScanner



1.3 JULIUS CAESAR : =5 FROM THE REPUBLIC TO THE EMPIRE

i sent 27 fkine o « the illler of the Royal ship Giulio Ce:
Lettercard sent 27 June 1943 (o Livoma having the gillier of the Royal ship Giulio Cesare When the consul Julius Caesar tuuk the power, the Dux office became

e TR e~ e e i N oy e S R TR \ T| wlsplaced eetiatic permanent; apparently he showed respect to the senators, but in reality
[ AR g i he disregarded their wishes several times,
3 SR — -
combittimento ¢ esita, cade. AT iy 5 St
I S MUSSOLING P "’

SENATOR

Modell

Y BIGLIETTO POSTALER
BICLELR EARMATE

Following the conquests of the Gauls, after the defeat of Vercingetotix,
Julius Caesar, took absolute power.

block of four stamps.
two of which show
evanescent print

1932 - France - advertising booklet with paper clip containing 20 stamps. Oppcmems tried to stop the irresistible rse of _]ulius Caesar to-
Th depicts the statue of the Gaul Yercingetorix £ i i
e T T wards the dictatorship with the 23 stab wounds of Brurus's con-

spiracy.

o, Yug e 10,
.ﬂ*.‘f.m::...n..unm o Bk e

z ’fﬂ’!.'.'.':!\mm‘

inside of
air letter

May 1793 - envelope directed to Paris from “Brutus le magnanime”, revolutionary na-
me of Saint Pierre le Moutier from 1792 to 1795, during the French Revolution.
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2. AT THE CENTER OF THE NETWORK: THE EMPIRE (INTRA REATICULA: IMPERIUM)

51 THE MEDITERRANEAN

The successor of Julius Caesar was Octavian who, after climinating the oppo-
nents, assumed for himself the appellative of Augustus "he who increases” and
Imperator "holder of military power”, which was attributed only to the generals
on the occasion of a victory: the Republic had rned into an Empirc.

- block of eight stamps,
© o | sin of which with eva-
5| mescent print

vae

;:'“::.___«

misplaced perforation

rejoined paper

The achievement of peace was the occa-
sion for the construction of a monument
praising the new peace and the new order:
the Ara Pacis; now the Mediterranean
sea could be called Mare Nostrum.

The Ara Pacis built by Augustus

28 September 1938, Acgean lalian Island, registered letter with first rate
(50 cents letter + lira 1.25 for registration fees)

December 1941,
Kingdom of Ialy,
picturs  posteard

rendered free for
the armed forces
through a purple
lincal rubber scal
tocally made

MARE NOSTRUM

e 3 PR TS
Grado, cognome e fome del mittente: CARTOLINA POSTAL%
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2.2 AUGUSTUS

THE AUGUSTAN POETS

Virgil was one of the poets called by | & bl ’&’(”;‘72?6 T

| = M &
Augustus to glorify, through his poems, || g"‘"o'[ . CART - POST
both the deeds of Rome and inciden- 2 X1 7 [xgr by é TNALS)
tally himself.

5 ,,:;ffzmw_

X ot
i . a;‘“

I S U gt
1979 - imperforate | |

prool in the final |
colour on glossy |
paper without wa- |

termark

§

AARIQ DALL"ARGINE « CARACAS - VENE

3 Tanuary 1940, Kingdom of Italy, posial steamer Orazia operating

Orazio, another great poct, exalted the figure . mteri! @

¥ ; of Augustus, to legitimize his powers against . '
. > ! B3 i the great external threats: the rough cacks, the CLEOPATRE * 040 ;
> . 1 astute Cleopatra, the warrior parts, the bellico- te grand film frangais (e .-rn_-) {
& P P | se [talic peoples, the rugged Germans. de dessins animés :

: 3IVES i MRENRSNES _

—_—
19 September 1904, USA, Ietter from Trevor fo Virgil, received on the 215t of the same month

—

MARSEILLE
I Musee Borbly

.75 - Fév.76
MARSEILLE O1 TS 8 1900

German
Kingdom,
postcard with ||
stamp imprint
on private order,

2 pfenning
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2.3 THE LATIN LANGUAGE : = : POLITICAL TOOL

The grat poets of Augustus entourage not only communicated
the masage (Roman pride) to all peoples, but the medium itself,
the Latin, as an instrument of cultural integration.

i T —
=\ CORRESPONDENZKARTE.

nl}\nvrom' LY o
nkasr st £ A

i!.Z‘N

L wanoia
Bewcs ESPANA

s |l

CevtRienARARLALY

1900,  privite
il of the city of
private
Tloraz. commission  po-

o steard, 2 pfenning

(uis scit an adjiciant hodlernae crasting
_ smmmae Tempers di super?

[AT2-¥D0dVN FLER-FTE

Hora obscura!

sibi dat honorem, te, collega carissimel atque si maritus eg, nxo-
rem gratissimam  omnem(ue progeniem et affinitatem, infantibus

AR AR AS AR

igissaeiiinnaai

quippe exeeptis, — ad diem XNVI hl\juls mensis hora né!nvn in —
i Floram, smoenissimum illum Nympharum lucum, invitare, Gaudeas, - i s an o § =
quod tibi breve yer tempus lactum inter laetos csse Ticebit, qui Over the centufics, the [“m"‘ maintained its importance; the ; ey
eodem officio fungimur, eodem gaudio fraamur. g - 4 postal messengers in the Middle Ages used the word cito - 2 :
Ne barbarus puteris nec nomen {num }n tabula nigra horae quickly - to make the cot:cspondcncc express and the reli-
\hscurae in omnia saecula inscribatur, adsis! S 2 B 2 =
Collegas amicos filiasque hospitales introducere permissum est. gious used the words Requiescat in pace - rest in peace - i
; Salvel = : to transmit the mortuary announcements.
I . Horae obscurae
! - pars prostatica. o
ﬁ?m%ﬂ?ﬂh‘?&ﬁg?:?ﬁ:ekﬂ: ::_-:-‘:l:::;l:rn)‘{::!: :‘l:r l'.‘:;‘&: e 6 December, Ijs? - comespondence with the Resquiescal in peace - as a post-paid
Donzersta= Abend den 25. Juni erbeten. % i netie franchise in use from 1719 to 1792 for the forwarding of mortuary circulars
E A PO et between the convents of the French Carmelites

Many other words coatinue to have their original
meaning: Romania idenrifics the current Balkan
country, Elvetia, the Swiss Confederation having
the same name nawadays, and gratfs - free -, which
we all know..

7

- - e
L{l. - f"t.'-n:clﬂ [7ad {1:

SRS &

LA

}iv:'v‘e /("“’j“'}" Gin !
et '_;_" f,«,y;‘ ,Jua'l.'ud ',\ g
1 .‘{‘\._-a. -Ls--;_"‘]f 4

1871 Switrerland. block of four of the stamp
in milirary refief used by French soldiers pri-

1 6 June 1523, letter addressed to the Venetian Doge Andrea
soners in Switzerland

Gritti bearing the words cito, cito, cito. citissimo and two

| eeee—— | gatlows signs on the recto s @ menace in case of delay
—
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2.4 THE EMPEROR

Another key position of the imperial policy was the appointment of the head of the pricsts as Pon-
tifex Maximus. The appointment of the vestals, the priestesses who treated the sacred fire of Ro-

me, gave the illusion of maintaining the ancient republican virtues,

£ [VENDA 25¢) |

Augustus was depicted with a sacrificial ceremonial robe, and even the poet Horace enhan-
ced the deeds of the Pontifex, supporting enthusiastically to the new policy.

October 1940,
Kingdom of

THE PONTIFEX MAXIMUS

) Italy, post
—— = —————— card free for |
: ; 4| the  armed {0 5 I i
i forces, in the 4
f wo  colors PER LA PATRIA SI
brown  and
myrile green

Ae

o \?&/Zm -,??}efzg
Larce Ciyshta 6/ mé
Polrar 26

el (Potonip)

5 r -

o " oma « Mows Auguiss

B D P o
Hlien el (FRantsis ., 24

RINUNZIA AL SUPERFLUO

Enea, the progeniror

= of the Romans, is

5 (7 gty depicted too with the

clothes of the Pont-
fex Maximus,

| 25 Movember, 1880, USA. lemer
from Vestal Center - New York - 0
2 | 1thaca, handmade cancellation

z 4 »
/e /7
R
,
4l
[ T — -
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2.4 THE EMPEROR

Temples were built throu-
ghout the empire to remind
the subjects of the divine na-
ture of Auvgustus, who was
considered the Filius Divi, the
son of God, ie., son of Julius
Caesar, deificd at his death.

1931, Kingdom of
lualy, posicard dome-

stic mail. 15 cents }

was amplified by the histo-
nan Tito Livio, who han-
ded down the divine natu-
re of the Emperor.

1
The propaganda potential i
!

1932, Kingdom of
Italy, postcard for
abroad. 75 cents

THE SON OF GOD

]uﬁm Caesar

definitive stamp

photographic  proof,

without indication of

1932, Kingdom of Ttaly, posteard, answer paid for abroad, 75 cents

the face value
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2.4 THE EMPEROR THE EXERCISE OF AUTHORITY.

1898, private post of Munich, kinzdom of Bavasia, postcard with
stamp imprint on private order, 20 plenning

The divinity of Venus, from which Augustus
had been begotten, invested the latter of divine
nature, being able to exercise the Imperium, the
necessary authority to govern Rome,

= Y . ' -
Mo, 111, Ausgabe dev Trivat-Stadtpod , Couriee™, Minchen.

INPERIUM 5L
ROMANUM e

i
¥ne oy
¥

Lrsc

“ROTER SAND: .
e LA

2 Seplember, 1938 - letler ltom Tripoli to Mitan,
use of § cents stamp is used for book commis-
sian coupon rate - coupons from ltalian colonies
are very rare

1935, Portugal, black print proof

N

e
Among the temples dedicated to him, particular impor-
tance is given to the so-called Temple of Diana, in Por-
tugal, wrongly called, in this way, because of the associa-

tion with the goddess of hunting, Diana, according to a
legend born centuries later.

1936, Portugal, strip cut out of the notebook showing the colours of the pro- T
jects of the new issues were shown: four imperforate tests of 6 centavos: !
light red brown on blue, ocher, white and ivory paper, all overprinted
SPECIMEN wertically in red

24 May 1433 - registered letter from Abbiategrasso o Milan franked for 1.70 tire (1.10 lire for open letter + 0.50 lire for check

repayment) over 10 cents
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2.4 THE EMPEROR THE DIVINITY ON EART

The divine nature of the emperor was a accepted throu-
ghout the empire; temples were raised to him, the new god
Mars of war,

8488

PENATEN
_Rhendorf (Rheind

The penates (a sort of guardian angels) were questioned
and animal sacrifices were practiced following the old Gre-
ck traditions.

1936,
Switzerland,
posteard, 3 cents

ROMA — Faro di Augasia - Tempio di Marte Ultart.

1036, Kinadom of Ttaly, posteard 20 + 5 cents

Mars depicred
with the armor
of the Roman
soldier

Throughout the empire, the officers of the local constituen-
cies were appointed directly by the emperor and were called
the Procurator Augustus, a very coveted position.

photacopy of] £
the reverse|

1901, Greece, postcard, 10 + 10 lepta

s Srwogiy,

Portuguese
mail  fran-
chise  for
periodicals
from Li
sbon 21
February,
1923 o
Salvaterra
de Magos
(departure

VAR WP R

rabl

e 5

LB fani

AGHNAI— TAYPOE OAHTOYMEN
EIX BYZIAN
o dx v Cwogiipou 1o Tlaglotve:)

A1 CONDUIT
P SACRIFICE
[Fragment <de Ja feive du Parthmn |

stamp  on
the reverse:
to  photo-
copy)
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2.4 THE EMPEROR =

garian Emy
1918. Today, it is

ram from the city of Romerstadr, o caled wnnt—
called Rymarov, in the Czech Republic

e

In the whole empire several Ro-
man towns dedicated to Augu-
stus arise everywhere, such as
Augsburg, village of Augustus, in
present-day in Germany...

- Autun, the former Augustodunum, the fortress of Augustus in France..and Augst, Au-

gusta Raurica, the main Roman city in Switzerland.

27 October,
1945,

| France,

L | letter free of
postal fee

of the Hospice
Militaire of
Autun

uly 1947, Germany., Rgﬁimwmﬁﬂmﬂmn "gebuhr bezahlt™ f1ax R

LA LUIIEL

Augst (BL)

199

Herrn Walter Wyss
Albisstrasse 52
8038 _ziirich
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2.4 THE EMPEROR

The Roman towns followed a well-established structure. In addi-
tion to the forum, the center of city life, there were other archi-
tectural works for the well-being of citizens.

an.NEh_ARK
10500;

KGL.POST
/N5635

THE CITY. THE HEART OF THE EMPIRE

The theatre. The onc in Orange is defined
as unique in the world for its excellent acous-
tics, while the one in Cagliari has the peculi-
arity of being dug into the rock, according to
Greek theatres.

VISITEZ ORANGE
—| THEATRE ANTIQUE |

The thermae, as well as a place for per-
sonal cleaning, was also a meeting, place
with friends and customers. The Acque
Albule (white water) sulphurous, east of
Rome, wete heavily exploited by the em-

{ s

RIGOLETTO

The amphitheater, a building that could hold
thousands of people (the largest, the Colos-
seum contained 80.000). In this structures, va-
fious games were organized by the emperors to

enjoy the people.

1928, Tunisia, colour proof without
indication of value

1882, Kingdom of Italy. greenish blue cursive postmark from

Acque Albule in Rome, then returned to Pisa

Sr dsmes Arener
Geomariex
Corarericar

B

‘IlllziillllbMl"l“".l!‘#l]“!f"ltg' 1
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3. THE INFLUENCE OF ROME (ROMANUS AUCTORITATE ‘ \
3.1 CITIZENSHIP ' g2 >

The prestige of Rome spreads among the leaders of the new conquered populations. The am-
phitheater in Lyon, in the Gauls, is financed and inaugurated by a local chief, proud of his new
status of Roman citizen, The onginal S.P.Q.R.-Senatns Papuiusque Romanus, the Senate and the
Roman People, in which the first inhabitants identified themselves, became aivis romanus sunr. 1 am
a Roman citizen.

CIVIS ROMANUS SUM

“AL SINDACO

1957, France, colour
proof

The basic rule established by Romulus was that Rome was ready to
receive whoever was entitled to become a Roman citizen with open
arms . The civilizaton of Rome was, in fact, a great blender that mi-
xed anyone caming from its territores; in 212 AD citizenship was
extended to all the inhabitants of the empire.

aswiC s
; 20

POSTKARTE

¥

Aolen
Mittelpunkt dar Schwdbischan Nordostalb
R&mischa Waditiirme Im Limesmussum

e
Chiaw ekt

%,

Absendar:

Postha beshl

S

" ot The roga was the dress of Roman ci-
' tizens, the togaed people (the “gens
togata”), who dressed like Augustus.

[Sirate und Hausnummas oder Pastfuch]

[sirale und Housnummer oder Pavlachl

© 415004 AZ1%0 40000 3.8

——
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3.2 RELIGIOUS PLURALISM

In the ancient world the divine principle was everywhere and influenced everybody. Tor example, deities [

from Egypt and the Middle East were adopted and worshipped: thus, in honor of Isis, the emperor Tra-

jan ordered the built the so-called
kiosk to protect the temple
dedicated to her.
Many Romans were initiated
into the cult of Cybele, the
"great mother”, the first of all
the gods, the eternal, depicted
on a chariot drawn by lions.

THE TOLERANCE OF OTHER FAITHS

S2NSNZNES

e e ot
REPUBLIQUE D'EGYPTE

b R 5‘7,
Wl Tleel Hb
| Aoudl 267
Ker ateora

'| Bgyptians postal
'| stationery  light
| | blue and purple

version

=

16 September, 1938, Kingdom of lraly. registered lenter express from Porto d'lschia to Berlin (lira | leuter + lire

1.50 registration foe + lire 2.50 express fee: total lire § lire and | lira of surcharge for the Augustan Roman Exhi-

i i 9 | as hel 3 Sente! 23 Ji o1 F 03
e e i il | bition in Rome which was held from September 23rd to November th 1938)

REPUBLIQUE D'EGYPTE

‘ %f".léa, L2LAC Ce
L Aeren —Ane .,
i

l &/5"&?9 (‘I-'j

'

‘The Kiosk of
Trajan, built
in the 1st cen-

Jente bclsens’
ez g

P e

!
i -
tury AD, T PN N7 NN H
known as the oty yass = Cart Poslal Aok e AR Al imian 1
Philac Temple. rie e Iz i S

‘The Romans tolerated all these religions, but the cult of the emperor had a particular
political significance, being essential to maintain the unity of the empire. All the other L
gods could be worshipped, but it was obligatory to obey the empetor and Rome. .

7 = =
Yottt o o P T

mw‘h'/
—

On this 5 lire + 1 lira stamp is depicted the emperor Augustus and the inscription: "Of Rome and taly, tutelary deity”
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'THE PANTHEON, TEMPLE OF THE GODS

3.2 RELIGIOUS PLURALISM
. On the other hand, with regard to religion, the Romans were very open mind toward the varous deities: they used to

. PANTHEDON

: PANTHEON-OLIVENOL

i AUS GRIECHENLAND

| ! EiNTROPFEN SOENE
IN JEDER MAHLZEIT

welcome new gods in the Pantheon, temple of all the gods, and indeed the Roman architect Agrippa designed it to ac-

DEUTSCHE I
I commodate all the present and future divinities.

‘The Pantheon on a Cuba air

letter

REMITENTE  — —— —
OBJETO EL AEROGRAMA SERA

SI SE INCLUYERE ALGUN OTRO

CURSADO POR VIA DE SUPERFICIE

_ [CUBA w0 15|

Similar temples, in homage to the various gods, arose in every part of the Empire.

| September, 1930, USA, registersd letter from Daniels to Genesee Depot, seven
fancy cancels depicting temple with columns
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3.2 RELIGIOUS PLURALISM

A HEARTFELT GODDESS: VICTORY

—

© GOVERNO GENERALE DELL'A.O.1

BEGLI AFFARI

S v o — SN
. UFFIC! GEOLOGICO E GEOFISICO MINERARIO .|

NOEEE

A

M\

Astassiinsnas

g

Victory is the goddess who symbolizes victory in battles and was as-
sociated with Bellona, depicted as a young winged woman, The Ro-
mans respected this divinity, at the base of their terdtorial expansion.

1942, Kingdom of lialy. postcard free of charge for the armed forees

Pl 0

Victoty was also associated

SR

L S with triumph, the greatest

; honor bestowed upon the

general who achieved an

important victory over the

enemy through a solemn
ceremony.

The triumph of Cae-
sar.

1945, USA. V-mail from the command of the Persian Gulf’

-
s MasLownBacner
SN 276 A rre e

w120,

W

g Ny

;,;.

043 PaTriom s

it | —
X P TR . -
A= S L < i Y VALLE BORMIDA 3 2
e - Uit [ St roner | —
E ¢ Fanbglia Teselll 3 i Christianity will then adopt these figuses to identify ﬁ
P
: A% | the angels, the messengers of God's will. 7
i presse Cattaneo " I 1
7
l STREVI  ALESSANDRIA |
| 3 May. 1945, registered letter with stamps of the leinn:nl Liberation
‘. 1| Committee of the Bormida Valley used. from 26 Apriltill 20 May 1945.
. /| Arrival stamp on the reverse -8 May 1945 | — .
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55 T TETO T T TRALIS ; : - THE IMPORTATION OF NEW DEITIES

Here is one of the reasons why Rome has been so imitated: a rich and varied culture, with the assimilation and impulse of a universal sentiment

. of Romanity. Next to the Roman hearth, the most tradidonal symbol of archaic
paic E Rome, of the goddess Ci 1
e 1 , goddess Ceres, goddess of the harvest and agriculture...

During the| Fo——
French '

Revolution, | | ’ - : 3 : < -

from 1792 . (_Q/ =

: Y4 e e

e | LT Lgennd Netional
| : e s el

minting test without valuc. printed
in green on white paper

names  of
the months -
were rena- | % ‘§ :
med: the| LB
Messidor 3 2t AL
went from| = 7
the 19/20] : i
4 A\
() June to the| | - D
e Dt b
of the Gre-| - = - = s
goran  ca- - £ = = AR

2finitive colour
for colonies

.. we find Mercury, the god of
commerce, the Greek Hermes. lendar, : 5 % - =

25 June, 1794, French Republic, letter free of charge with the postmark of the Comité de Salut Public

" block of four, proof in black
with a value of 40 lepta

A cult that took oot during
the empire was that of Mitra,
a Persian deity, born as a pro-
tector of soldiers.

The temple of Garni, in
Armenia, is the most shining
example of this pagan cult

31 May, 1864, letter with oval cancellation from 1981, U.RS.S,, posteard. 4 kopeks
Trieste for Athens. Tax of 75 lepta on arrival was . i E
paid with four polychrome stamps of the Mercury It could have become the main cult of the Romans, but in the meantime a

issue (issuc of Athens), certain Jesus was born in Palestine...
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3.3 THE EMPEROR AND JESUS

THE SPREAD OF THE COSPEL MESSAGE

Jesus was a Jew born in Bethlchem, near Jerusalem, in the Galilee of the first century, in full Ro-

man times. The Jews had the idea of one God, who had sent his son Jesus as Savior and to spre- —

ad the Gospel among the peoples of the earth.

)7(),(///

//// s

;/(Ie”// %/ 2

Sac ég///f/gd)

N SR IN

= 7

(S

~ 'l tctober |

857, Lombardy-Venetia, official mail of the Parrocchiale Fabbriceria of Gazzolo, with parish
stamp depicting the Holy Family

25 December, 1899, Austrian post office in Jerusalem. Chiistmas day

vérlben

i1E
..»::‘.:-" --"""”’Ja;;:,u i

et 20

o5 )
NB Ce eélé-cl st réservd

exclusivement @ f:n’rane
oo

"~ printing test of the value of 80 cents,
not issued as replaced by the value of |
lira

17 June 1923,

Kingdom of Italy, registered letter for the inland, from Rome 16 Mo-
dena, (letter rate 0.50 cents + regisiration fee 0,50 cents)

printing proaf of 1 lira value

imperforate vertically
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3.3 THE EMPEROR AND JESUS

Sun worship was widespread during in the Empire. December 25th
was the moment when the sun, after winter, resumed its rise.

THE PAGAN WORLD INFECTS CHRISTTANITY

.§ /)} /(,) \‘-

Qv O ‘

g - 5 [

FeP {/I‘ ///: (2= I

4 {/’ =3 ¥ |

= tizmri )
)

% (4”"’74{2,?? 2N ,

{ %‘r r/ﬁ./

25 December. 1842, USA_ letter from Cleveland, the rate of 25 cents is written in the upper right
comner with the payment certified by the linear PAID stamp

P Ay )
T P S

AT 9 )
2 -
Y W,
I

Elios, the Greek god
leading the chariot of
the Sun.

definitive version

1976, Tunisia, progressive print proof

The emperor Aurelian instituted the Natakis
solis invicti, the birth day of the unbeaten Sun.

The solar cults wete so widespread among
peoples that the Chirstian Church decided to
celebrate the Christmas of the Sun in the
same day with that of Jesus,

10 August 1844, Spain, local post of Cadiz called "Compagnia del Sol*

1944, USA, V-mail from the command of the Persian Gulf
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3.3 THE EMPEROR AND JESUS THE TWO SONS OF GOD

On the one hand, the Emperor, di# filius, the son of god (pagan), on the othet Jesus who proclimed him-

self the only son of God (Christian). Could this be toletated? No, it couldn't, and we all know how it turned
out...

AR

9 november, 1933, registerad mail for Mitan city. Regismation fee lire 1.75 and lire 2.50 of surchage
for welfare works of the Voluntary Militia for National Security was an armed foree of fascist Haly

-4.3.39%VI

g SOCIETA ANGNIMA pies
DI ASSICURAZIONI € RIASSICUR g
SEDE SOCIALE IN MILANQ'— CoRse mﬁfmg' :

S i P ~PIATTI

3805

_ Via Roma n. 47 . -

~
Attilio PacarI 9850
presso Ditta Gardelle

e R R e s iV e

- Jesus was condemned to death by Pontius Pilate, prefect of Judea, and crucified on the cross. But his re-
; surrection conditioned the epilogue of the Empire.

Usasriowans — siowa Ciarereas

g e |

- 1900, Bavaria, posteard with stamp imprint on private order, § plennig
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3.4 LATINS AND GERMANS

Wars between Germans and Romans have been taking place for centuries, almost always in fa-
vorof the latter. But the batdle of Teutoburgo of 9 AD represented the worst military defeat
of the Roman army, drawn into a death trap in the woods between the rivers of the Rhine
and Elba.

1960,
Germany,
telegram

1914. France. post card free of charge for the armed forces |

' CORRESPONDANCE
. _FRANCHISE

DES ARMEES,
MILITAIRE -
Adresse du Destinataire .-

Few wars ha-

ve have have
been so im-
portante  in
world history;

the fracure = —
between  La-

tins and Ger-
mans is still
present.

] SRRRLEIIN T : o ] ) LEON SCHNELL
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3.4 LATINS AND GERMANS

After the massacre in the forest, the Romans no longer tried to colonize the Germanic territory and a limes was

built: a fortified border line along the Rhine river, which vari

cd according to the course of the battles.

AAAARAA AR AR AR A

The battle of Teutoburg represented a turning point
in the European history: countries divided by lan-
guage, customs and... wars that lasted untl a few
years ago....

d'sprés les documents allemands

Gé qe nons deviendrions i noms i

LES AWBITIONS ALLEMANDES [GE QUE VEULENT LES ALGIES

v

THE LIMES

An

oo e T phi A
/ AL L] Horteg, foloeet il
% @_Li..:%ﬂ—;é 7 }/’4, fé‘:?;/_-_

L Py
ety

I i L;gﬂ{u;yfu ‘o, %}/{ft i

Reichsdienstsache i
g ... 7

Y Bestasmarr)

C. 154,

1897, Kingdom of Germany, free postcard with the seal of the Reichs-Limes-Kommission

Pour la Paix de I'Evrope

e

F
i

1916,  France,

postcard free of r\._.”.' z

charge for the R, L

ar:lfdfmczs rs cnt o Lk wrssrernants |

Foinsagoentuis

AT

Lﬁ;‘}\,;n'a

wimrreanands

(Viser, Paris, X* 14) "A- Hirisa, Blear,

., B, rue d'Asena, Funis,

Farls. — Imb. Faul Dupost,

soutpuedsan B § SIISH DAY
ASIHONVYA

aumeunsiq 0p essalpy
JYIVLITIW

LIGUE DES PATRIOTES l

PAUL DEROULEDE, Fondatear
SikGe Socil : B, rus de Valols. — PAR!S

A quelque parti que nons nppartenions, nous devons nons meltre d'accord sur
les précautions & prendre contre les Allemands, afin que nos fils et petitsfils recusil-
lent le fruit de ee formidable effort.

Cest un devoir pour nona visd-vis de notre passé historique et visd-vis des
générations futures, dont nous devons assurer la séeuritd, d'exiger pour la Franes
ses (rontidres naturclle:

Méditez le: ‘en 1793 le Comité de Salut public donnait A ses
agents diplom: hes ntiéres de la République dolvent étre por-
tées au Rhin. Ce fleuve, l'ancienne limite des Gaales, peut seul garantie
Ia paix entre la France et I'Allemagne.”

Nous entendons que nos roneitoyens de la Lorraine ct des Ardennes cessent
d'étre foulds anx pieds; que Paris solt mis & Vabri d'un coup de main; que les Fran-
ais possddent lea elefs de la maisen. Du edldde I'Est, 1a Franee est onverle & I'éternel
envahissenr. 11 lui fant la frontidre du Rhin avee la possession de léles de pont sur
la rive droite.

Plus do souveraineld allemande sur la rive ganche du Rhin. Nous y organiserons
toutes choses d'aceord avee la Pelgique, dont Ia fraternitd nous est infiniment pré-
ciense, pour que Ia paix flenrisse dans une Enrape organisée conformément A ses
traditions nationales et au droit.

. de I Académie Frangatse,
mr:n:mn.\nrv’:ﬁmﬁ’ eadimie Frangatee
President de la Ligoe des Pafriotes.

photocopy of the back of the postcard
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3.4 LATINS AND GERMANS

2009, laly, booklet containing five stamps of 0.63 curo

I[ Valle

di Adriano,

H,b fans

Wail,

o splendid
military

stane fortification
built during the

I halfof the

2 century A.D.
marked the
northern

== YALLD DI ADRIANO - GRAN BRETAGNA " FESTIVAL =

fortificazione
militare in pietra
edificata nella
prima meta del
secondo secolo

il confine

settentrionale bonndary
dell Tmpera of the Reman
Romano in Enpire
Britannia. in Britain,
Patrimonio It fras heen
Mendiale a World
dell’'Umanita Heritage Site
dal 1987

since 957,

“The eastern frontier also varied as the conquests advanced: from the wall of the Ju-
lian Alps, after the conquests of the Pannonian plains (present-day Hungary), to
the point of establishing the border along the Danube river, '

THE FRONTIERS OF THE EMPIRE

8 July 1899, Austro-Hungarian Empire, postcard from Sibenik to Prague.
with stamp of the steamer Pannonia

)

B

DOBISNICE
(<]

€

" The need to defend the frontiers of the Empire led to the construction of va_n'ous
fortifications. In the north of Britain the Hadrian's Wall was built to protect itself
from the belligerent populations of the north.

1 ﬁ . waLLsEwo, ' frea
lﬂﬂ- 5029
—

| label
1919 1927
1927 1933

Registratio labels from the Australian city of Wallsend (end of the wall) used in various ages. The name ol
the Australian city recalls that of the suburb of the city of Newcastle, in the north east of England, where

Hadrian's Wall ended
— o fbhetaber | me T o
t WD 7 y
] R o Sa azs * in'iii‘::'t:“ ? wa“' * | provisional
; ﬂo- | |1933 N N? 140 - | handwritten
= = = . | 1937 s‘ 1940

New towns were buit as military
camps (castra).
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: 4. THE EPILOGUE (5IC TRANSIT GLORIA MUND]) -~ =
4.1 THE INVASIONS ~ THE THREAT COMES FROM THE EAST

Historians made countless attempts to individuate the [—

! causes of the fall of Rome; now, we will try to ana-
- lyze the most plausible ones. In China, in this remote Alll
% - and unknown country, an empire had grown so much ABJZSI E.g%SKDHFF»Sw
g EEE s :hat 15 s:uccec:licd in unifyit:\g (I'.le East. When it col- ﬁ
= sed, S S S - AT
Gme apsed, it was in the same situation of Rome, the bar
fgxs o= g i i : 7
1fal 8 barians at its boundaries, and the construction of the STADTHALLE BALEN
; B : 5 \LEN
= Blo = Great Wall appeared as the only possible defence,
Re2 Pnetlearte
E % LS
= = | =3
il / The Romans, as we told be-
23 fore, had elevated the limes, BUD!%J%]ESSCP%EST l
R o consisting of long walls
nAim — z .
ks O spaced out with communi- 010
£13 g cating towers. ;
£he ROMERTURM 7
i 57 FEINPAPIER e
sxT ; 2000, China, postcard, 60 yuan —

JUP 2000 (42)

The Great Wall resisted; the nomadic populations were repelled through Siberia and there-

fore they attacked the western countries, successfully this time...

1956, Russia. booklet of 12 posteards, 4 kopeks each

1970, German Democratic
Republic, progressive
print proofs

CTHSKOBCRASEZS
TafIfIeoesi e

Mockea
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41 THE INVASIONS - ==t ==

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE ARMY GROWS
Rome was 2 society based on the power of army and display of male bodies. What about the losers? '['hc- more r : = —— —
things go wrong for Rome because of the increasingly weaker borders and the more Christian ideas are successful.

RRARERARRAARN

Emperot  Valetian
defeated by the Pet-

5 sian king Shapur I.

The number of armed men doubled... and the nomination of the emperors depended on them...

1900, Kingdom of Germany. posteard. S plennia =

| The botders become
weaker and the impor-
tance of legionaries
grows.

(e)
brown mint proof”
A on while paper
3 ! e
e e —_— — : : . The oath of the le-
1042 Kinedom of lraly, post card free of charge for the armed forces shifted 5 : gionaries to the em-
1642, Kingdom of ltaly, post arge ed cut brown print proof peror. - imperforate on the top

— —_— e e
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4.2 THE RELIGION
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~{0 November {833, Kingdom of Hanover. duty stamp of the biblical society of Hanover

specimen

Many others followed, and in order not to renounce their
faith, they preferred martyrdom: few were saved; Saint Ste-
phen was martyred in 36 AD, three years after the death of
Chirist and can be considered the first martyr of the Catho-

lic church.

The cross of
Christ hecomes a
central element in
the theological ela-
boration of the
new  Christian
doctring, an island
of mercy and
hope for a better
world.

THE AFFIRMATION OF CHRISTIANITY

Despite the initial human hesitations, biblical teachings make their way. The apostle Peter, after the tri-

ple denial, w_il.l operate with renewed vigor and during the persecutions he will also be martyred on the
cross, but upside down by his specific request.

e ————

Otfizielle Postkarie Mo, 8,

Passionsspiele 1900,

ol

R cac Iy o
?lfﬂ(l vorfeugnet (FRristus.

‘ _Osaptalich gasshubet. >

~ 1900, Bavaria, postcard with stamp imprint on private order, 5 pfennig

o der Privat-Stadipost LConrier®s Miinchen,

Ausgmbe

oYL
Polrocn £ e’
-BL./.-.L....-___.},A.. -
el femFian ~trn '.«/-" §
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e a el oo e
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1929, Vatican City,
press proafs with the
collotype procedure

Serereraiaa
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1897, private mail of the city of Munich. 6 pfenning
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4.2 THE RELIGION

Glfiziclle Postkarie Mo, 12. .

Cemiaiich geachilat.

Passientaplele 1909,

by

i b b s i I

The first emperors, including Tiberius,
had no hostile attitudes towards Chris-
tiansperhaps they were not so enthusiast
of this new faith, when they realized
that it was not based on carthly pleas-

ures but on a new life in the world to
come.

Nero started the first persecutions for the elimination of the ideological a-
dversaries: the Christians and, at the same time, to entertain the public in the
amphitheaters, built for the games to enjoy the people.

1956, Kingdom of Italy, postcard, 20 + 5 cents

S — B PP S A PR PP

The Colosseum, in Rome, owes
its good state of preservation to
the fact that during the Middle
Ages it was considered a sacred
building, where the blood of
martyrs had been shed.

[T TrirTS

CHRISTIAN PERSECUTIONS

-
1931, France, color test in brown, signed by the engraver Charles-Paul Dufresne

With Diocletian the persecutions took place in the amphitheatres
where beasts captured in Africa devoured Christians.

: [Hostsao riazza anmErma |

: {e)

7 “missing yellow color
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4.2 THE RELIGION  °

From
sat gatly Mases s
Asn Auasid

azas kg tla Pl

Arosia NYC
Date ay Aanah 7177

—

1aLr 1843
—

: m - :

In 313 the edict of Milan, one of the impe_ﬁ;l_gagﬁa:lé,
gave everyone, including Christians, the right to profess
their faith freely.

Perhaps the history of Europe would have
been different if, in 312, in the decisive
battle of the Milvian bridge, north of
Rome, the emperor Constantine had not
seen the cross of Christ with the inscrip-
tion: "in boc signo vinces” (with this sign you
will win).

i
]
'\‘E

Later on he revoked it to recognize the
primacy of the Christian religion, and
moved the capital of the empire from
Rome to Constantinople (the city of
Constantine), on the banks of the Bo-
sphorus.

THE CONVERSION OF CONSTANTINE

1936, Kingdom of ltaly, postcard, 29 + 5 cents

MILAND — Colanne di 5. Lovepze - Epoca Romand.

““The San Lorenzo colonnade is one of the rare finds of imperial Milan, re-
mains of a pagan basilica.
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‘4.2 THE RELIGION

b
Np =i o
RITTCN

- THE FALL OF THE WESTERN ROMAN EMPIRE

The choice of Constantine swept away the remnants of the an-
cient world and accelerated the fall of the Roman Empire.

PNl [ I AT
‘} 9h'a (97 -1[|r

1 .
—

P 005 P

s
= HELVETIAIEE
IRELYE TATS

Thus, when, in 476, the last western emperor, Romulus Augustulus,
was deposed at Castel dell'Ovo in Naples, the imperium was played
by the new barbarian kings, who invaded the empire very easily. The
Middle Ages began.

1926. Kingdom of Italy, posicard, 20 + 5 cenrs

sk 2 |

: Eccizsri}s""

|
i
] RIVISTA wiENSI{EL QQ_
\:.\ 271251 )
1 CiTiAa DEL VAT NB' e
i N,
} N
S ——

1 % LECCLESIA=RI'-‘L"TA MENSJLE':}
| 2 — e ]
i & Sig.
'%-Y’ Alvertoni Giovaaai
& c. Freguglia 2

Wilano

Christians, organized in their small ecclesias (community of the fai-
thful), began to exercise the powers and the privileges previously car-
fied out by imperial officials.

NAPOLI — Santa Lucia - Particolare del Castel deitOvo,

The king of the Goths, Theodoric, sent the imperial insignia to the ea-
stern emperof, declaring that he would rule Italy, as his lieutenant.

| KIBRIS
CYPRUS
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4.2 THE RELIGION

After the barbarous occupation of Rome, Con-
stantinople became, with Justinian, the most im-
portant town of the Mediterranean and the
center of the free trade area.

e s L)

CONSTANTINOPLE ALSO FALLS

=

MEDITERRANEO

The word of Muhammad, the Koran, was spread through a blitzkreg that
brought almost all of the Mediterranean under Arab influence, finding the Ro-

man army unprepared.
On 29 May 1453, then, also Constantinople fell at the hands of Mohammed II.

1910, Bavaria, postcard, 5 pfennig

At the beginning of the fifth century it was surroun-

ded by the colossal triple city wall, which protected
the city, both from the sea and from the hinterand: an
impregnable cityl No one, however, could have forese-
en the disaster that was about to overwhelmiit. ...

1940, - Kingdom  of
Italy, post card free of
charge for the armed
forces

-
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4.3 THE ECONOMIC CRISIS

October 1915, Lorenzo Marguez, Portuguese colony in Africa, now Mozambigue, with
censorship strip "opened by the Censor™, arvival cancel in Geneva 23 October, 1915

" Geopend door Censor,
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“The Tetrarchs; depicted in Venice in Piaiza San Marco.

The main consequence was a deep
conomic crisis. The censors, officers
in charge to take a census of the who-
le population and to collect their ta-
xes, contributed with their illegal be-
haviours to further destroy the eco-
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The crsis required a radical solution: Dio-
cletian implemented the "tetrarchy”, i.e. the
government of four leaders, two "Augusto”,
assisted by two "Cesare". Then, the empire
was divided in fout main areas, each of them
leaded by one of the four tetrarchs.
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But these desperate measures worsened the §ima_tion r;aushg
countryside depopulation and a further terrible inflation.
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4.4 THE MYTH OF ROME

THE ALLEGORIES OF THE NEW BOURGEOISIE

a0 3

e

The myth of Rome is reborn in
Germany at the end of the 18th
century through the work of
Goethe who, during his journey in
Italy, meditates on the greatness of
Roman works and their influence
on the history of the world.

315 preTn
fglufl['z:eﬂz
Weltge(chichte =

DILD DERJAMAHUNDERTE

1946, France, colour proof in violet

1932, German Kinedom. postcard, 6 pfenning— —

But already in France, in the '600, the playwright Pierre Corneille, in hm
works dedicated to the history of Rome, exalts the positive aspects of the te-

publican period, in particular, the patrdotism.

‘ TSF ‘Hwkﬂcﬂrlw

_‘ T

1932, France, carnel containing 20 stamps of 50 cents

A century later, the various female personifications of the alle-
gorical universe of the French Revolution have Roman
symbols, in particular the Phrygian cap which in ancient Rome
was worn by freedmen.

misplaced 1 —_—
perforation 16 messidoro second year, paid port Bagueres + stamp P.P. surmounted
bya Phrygian cap
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4.4 THE MYTH OF ROME = = ~~_ ANTIROMAN HEROES

25 April. 1942, letter from Milan to Rome, for 7.5 cents, reduced rate for publishing houses e E:
I'he French

.| Revolution ecvoked |
d to anti-Roman he- [

{

|
; roes. !
My CATALOGO N. 72 o 13585 4 Bremene In France, |
| A N SR Vercingetorix, ! -
LIBRERIA LOMBA although defeated !
! via . cavarrort, 3- M I I A N O - teLerono: 85 by Romans, became |
; a national flag be- {
i STAMPE e cause considered i
S i "the first of the i
& French” i
iE - = Sir. o ;
i3 B e o] : |
i e |
! B % i i Julius Caesar
1 : |
HE >l el
Vercingetorix . G
R

1966, France, artist prool in black. with dry steal of the printing hiouse and signature of the artist Decaris

{ (GRUSS

In Germany,
Arminius is con-
sidered the symbol
of the Germanic
heroes  because he
defeated the Ro-

mans in Teutoburg,

——
August

vy

e e
Arminius

! o . — 1899, German Kingdem, posteard, 5 pfenning
11 May 1945, Kingdom of lialy. tered letier with use of stamps overprinted P.M. (military
post), issued 5 November. 1942, distributed in Albania and Greece 1o the forces
armed, but used in ltaly for civil use
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44 THE MYTH OF ROME THE NEW CAESARS

cents issue of 13 August
1862

T W In France, the fise of Napoleon marked the b
{i” e f
L ’ /“m Q‘@rﬂ ZZOVSEHES RE. B l as well as that introduced by Caesar; smﬂaﬂfu:um(li:wa ‘:lri::v‘:er;h;s
S 37 N.' )il 01 O ‘fll champion of the freedoms of his people, Napoleon was crowned too,
i H \11)1 RT S >
TAGE
nach dem Schnurpmnnn Muffalint-Fou; ra
An die
Centrzl-Lichtspiele
Bzd Sahand- :
e 2usSa. y The need to legitimate his powet pushed the German emperor to give
S m e himself the same name as Caesar, Kaiser.
R ?
(== )
ROTA-FILM : g
AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT " 3
BERLIN W 8 b | §
: MauerstraBe B3-84 g | i'l;)
\ S ¥ Napoleon III, French emperor from 1852 1o (o]
i A ) - | 1870, dusts off the French grandeur also on posta- (=1
i e ge stamps: first the head is uncovered, then it is O
= = encircled by a laurel wreath: Roman honor attd- -Q-J
,, ——— .'e - colour proofs velue 20 = buted to the uiumphant gencral. B

l\nm n—r

— Ay 7 ”
X/ (‘,_ ,/L‘H/__'( ! L /?
: /f(/ Juy’c/' e

t./,—-,,_ ,‘. s
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%’“/‘/ !-_c —‘“‘ﬁ-f«w-w /-/
g s KA gewZe azl
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Lot torlt Ktpontiand,
i”"rr f.-/ ; g\{i“: »’-’:«.u.e._J

Lea

Napoleon 111 with laurel wre-
ath, print proof without value.
issue in 1864 f s

1916, Germany, free postcard through the FELDPOST label and
the postmark of the imperial navy (Kaiserliche Marine)

In this letter, from Paris to Zurich, we find both issucs: the 20 cent stamp with a haurel
wreath and the other stamp without the crown.
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4.5 THE ROME MISSION

Looking at this long history, and trying to find the essence of so many events, we can sa
ded on and accomplished. The mission was to gather the other previous or contemporary Mediterranean civili
Carthaginian, the Jewish, the Egyptian - to merge and spread them throughout Europe and the Mediterraneas

y that Rome was born with a mission that was car-

zations - the Greek, the
n,

Unto You

- o

| DAY

is Born..

a SAVIOUR

ot

WKE 2910

THE ROMAN HERITAGE

In addition Rome created a formidable com-
plex of laws, many of which are still alive, to
guanntee the development of common life,
built many roads and bridges to circulate them.

Humiain Hughte

Greek Jupiter in Rome on the Capitoline Carthaginian votive stele
Temple.
AGYPTEN 8
UNIDRSINE 5=
Il JEDER
JARRESZEN
== = 3
l /
P} - (4
b

3 .!E !'ugus‘ 1942, Kingdom of laly, registered letier with first rate (50 ceuls letler + 1.25 live For tegislsalion fe<)

b |
=
<

ot 13 0ktwse.

Rome did not create so much in philosophy, created a
bit more in art as well as in politics but provided armies
and power to defend them all.

1959, Austria, minting proof’
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Finally, Rome adopted a common language,
Latin, to make everything really universal,

Even Christianity itself, to tdumph in the
world, had to become “Roman”...
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