The World at war
‘from one peace: Versailles 1919
to another: Reims/Tokyo 1945)

The largest armed conllict in the history ol mankind, which caused about 63 million military and civilian
casualties involving Nations [from all continents, goes Irom Seplember 1, 1939 to Sepiember 2, 1945,
Bom from the harsh Treaty of Yersailles, drafted at the end of the great war, the second world war marks
the pinnacle of the sacrifice of human lives on carth, in the skics and on the seas with, at the same time,
the largest military operations, as for men and means employed, never betfore completed successtully. It
also defined the supremacy of airpower and carrier vessels on traditional battleships.
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A FROM VERSAILLES TO THE TRIPARTITE . ARMISTICE, PEACE, TREATIES AND CONSEQUENCES

On November 11, 1918 the Armistice of Compggne 1s signed between the Allies and the German Empire. On every front all
battles stop. The first World War is over.
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A FROM VERSAILLES TO THE TRIPARTITE 1. ARMISTICE, PEACE, TREATIES AND CONSEQUENCES
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Raymond Poincarg, President of the Trench Republic. opens the Peace
Conference in Versailles on January 18", 1919,
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The President of the Confe-
rence 1% the Prime Mimister
Georges Clemenceau, On
May 7" 1919 the peace con
ditions are imposed (o the
German delegation.

Oin that occasion a prophetic sentence
15 supposed to have been said by Mar-
shal Foch: * ‘This is not peace; it is a
Fvendy years © armisiice ©.
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A FROM VERSAILLES TO THE TRIPARTITE

The Treaty 1s sioned on
June 287, 1919, It also
contaimned the famous
fourteen points wanted by
the Amernican President
Woodrow Wilson,

1. ARMISTICE, PEACE. TREATIES AND CONSEQUENCES
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After accepting the full responsibility of the war, Germany and its Alhes face the disarmament, the loss of ther termitones and the

compensation of the damage caused 1o the Allies.

The Treaty of Peace signed by Austria in the castle of Saint-Germain-en-Lave marks the fall of the Austro-Hungarian BEmpare.

Karl Renner. Chancellor of the new

Austrian Republic, signs the peace
Treaty on September 10™ 14919,
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A FROM VERSAILLES TO THE TRIPARTITE . ARMISTICE, PEACE, TREATIES AND CONSEQUENCES

On August 10", 1920, in Sévres, the Greek Prime Minister Eleftherios Venizelos sians, toeether with the Allies of the Entente, the
peace treaty with the Ottoman Empare: 10 marks the end of the Sultanate and the split of its territories.

The signature of Vemzelos.

Turkey, February 1, 1919: Armistice issue, overprint,
Tiplmabache palace and Mefummed V, ten plagues,
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The Turkish Nationalisis, led by Mustata Kemal.
Ataturk, do not accepl the Treaty and during the

: War ol 1919-1922 they deleat Greece and mana
g e ¢ 1o keep the current borders of their Country,
pre W Hoverer, they lose the control of the Dardanelles
Eir o= and Bosphorus Straits.
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| The Treaty of Lausanne of July
24", 1923 puts an end to the

Cireek-Tuarkish war and defines

the borders of two Countries.
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A FROM VERSAILLES TO THE TRIPARTITE 1. ARMISTICE, PEACE, TREATIES AND CONSEQUENCES

The Treaty of the Grand Trianon of Versailles marks the future of the ITungarian Kingdom after the collapse of the House of Haps-
burg Empire. Actually it changes the names and the borders of the Carmpathian-Danubian area.
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With the loss of part of its
_ MNational territories, of all
its African and Pacilic co-

lonies and with the Kaiser's
g escape to Holland, Genmany
faces a period of serious po-
Itcal mstability,
The payment of the enor-
mous debts of war drains
the Covernment revenues,
causing the beginnings of
the mark devaluation.
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A FROM VERSAILLES TO TRIPARTITE 2. THE RISE OF NATIONAL SOCIALISM

Historians now recognize that the harsh conditions imposed on Germany by the Treaty of Versalles, tozether with the oreat
depression of 1929, caused a deep discontent in the German people, and favoured the spreading of the National Socialist ideas of

Adolf Hitler and his movement.

Inflation in Germany
reaches its peak in

1923
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Germany, Lorrach January 31,1934: Postal stationery praising Hitler's rise to power.



A FROM VERSAILLES TO TRIPARTITE 2. THE RISE OF NATIONAL SOCIALISM

A " Referendum *, held in the Saar on January 13, 19335, decides the return to the German Eeich with 90,73 of votes.
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A FROM VERSAILLES TO TRIPARTITE 2. THE RISE OF NATIONAL SOCIALISM

The popular consensus encourages Hitler who conguers the Austria. The plebiscite of Octo-
her 4, 1435, ratifies the annexation of Austria to Germany.

P | On September 29, 1938, the Munich agreement gave the Sudetenland

F Do gy o Germany, vet victorious whit ity ageressive policy, opening the way

o ™

to Hitler for the conquest of the whole Czechoslovakia.
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The delta of the River
Vistula and the town of
[danzig are a pretext to
occupy Poland. But this
time Tor Germany will
be the war,

September 14,1940,%0
land: registered mail
[from Kraker (o Lorch
franked with overprin
ted “ General Govern-
ment * after the con-
guest of Poland.




A FROM VERSAILLES TO TRIPARTITE 3 ITALY AND FASCISM

Lven before Hiller in Germany, 1o llaly Mussolim, nding, after the great war, the discontent of the "mutilated victory” as
Gabriele D' Annunzio called i rises to power on October, 31, 1922 in the context of strong political and social instability, with the
help of the " blackshirts " and " the March on Rome ™.
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Emission in remembrance of
the 3rd ammiversary of victor
in the great war

Orgamzed by the E.INCP., the "March on Rome”, on October 31, 1922 resulted 1 the nise to power of the same party. The event
cnded on October, the 30th when the King decided o appoint Mussolin o form a new Government.

Stamps 1ssued for the
anmversary of the ™ March
on Kome ™.
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A FROM VERSAILLES TO TRIPARTITE

Eager to create a colonial empire, Mussolini begins
the campaign i Ethiopia on October 2, 1935, The
League of Nations, of which Ttaly, too, is not surpri
singly part, imposes its "sanctions” on [taly on
October 7, 1935, The campaign ¢nds on May 9, 1936
and the "sanctions” are repealed on July 4, 1936, At
last Italy has its colony m Eastern Afnea,

3. ITALY AND FASCISM
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A FROM VERSAILLES TO TRIPARTITE J.ITALY AND FASCISM

On April 7, 1939, Mussolini invades the small Albania; =
on April 12, the Constituent Assembly approves a new
Constitution thai turmed the ltalian Protectorate of Alba
nia into the Kingdom of Albania.

The same as in Germany, 1l 15 the last Italian conguest
before two dictators are united in the madness of war.

December 4, 1939, Albania :

overprinted stamp for the
Constituent Assembly-

April 81939, Albamia:

stamp with the effigy of
Hing Vittorip Emanuele 111

Albamnia, June 1941:
fetter for Maleo (M)
charged by 30 cets,
tax at its arrival.




A FROM VERSAILLES TO THE TRIPARTITE 4, JAPANESE IMPERIALISM

Empcror Hiro-Hito came to power on December 25, 1926, Inside the Government he had (o face the caste of the military power,
led by gen. Tojo., determined to subdue with arms most of the Asian countries i order to strengthen the Empire.
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Japan, 1928: commemorative phalues __ﬁrr
e coronation o f "Emp.a:mr Hiro-Hito,

The Japanese mihitansts had already forced the
Emperor’s hand in 1931 with the conquest of
Manchiuria.

Manciukuo , Handao : MP. free posteard sent to
Gumna, Japan, seen for censorship.

With the Emperor’s approval, Prince Asaka Yasuhiko, the Emperor’s uncle, 15 appointed chuef of the Japancse Army. Using as a
pretext " The Marco Polo’s Bridge Incident " (when Japanese soldiers desguised in Chinese omiforms attack the Japanese troops)
Japan starts the 2™ Sino-Japanese war, On July 7, 1937 it occupies Shanghai, Nanking and the Xhanxi defended hy the army of

the Kuomintag ( Chinese nationalist party) led by Chiang Kai-shek

Chinese overprinted stamps for the

Japanese occupation of Nanking
and Shanghai.

Chiang Km-shek.
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A FROM VERSAILLES TO THE TRIPARTITO 4. JAPANESE IMPERIALISM

At the end of July 1941, JTapan managed 1o get the permission from the Vichy Government o settle military bases in Indochina.
For the United States, Britain and the Netherlands that was a strong signal of the wall 1o conquer the rich Japanese possessions in
Southeast Asia. Sanctions were immediately taken against Japan. The embargo was made on o1l and ron supplies.

r

S S

ML, free posicard sent
from central China to
Japan (Shitsuoka).

MP. free posteard sent from South Ching to Japan{Osaka)
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B THE BEGINNING OF TRAGEDY I. THE ATTACK ON POLAND

At dawn, on September 1. 1939, at 4. 45 a.m., Hitler's Wehrmacht invaded Poland and thai

was the beginning of the 2™ World War tragedy. It will come to an end only on September
2, 1945,
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Invaded also on the Eastern front by the Soviel leun Poland will surrender on September 27, 1939, after a strenuous defence
of Warsaw.

Propaganda Postkarte: * Danzig is German *.

The battles of

Westerplatie

Warsaw
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MY England and France declare war to Germany
on September 3, 1939,




B THE BEGINNING OF TRAGEDY 2. DENMARK AND NORWAY FALL

Anticipating the moves of the English troops. in order to ensure
the passage of his shaps in the North Sea, Hitler, on Apnl 9, 1940
decides 1o invade Denmark and Norway, The latter, attacked from
. the sea, land and air, aided by British and the French. resists until
_| [JI:LIT"i[H ES E‘FIEH untl 14 .].l]HE'.. The f-lﬂs-:.L rfu’tﬂ:zﬁhip Cineisenau protected the troops

I engaged n the landing in Norway.
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B THE BEGINNING OF TRAGEDY 2. DENMARK AND NORWAY FALL

On December 27", 1941, in order to contrast the German occupation, the English troops attack the isle of Vaagso and destroy its
military plants. The Enghsh troops are camed by the Prince Charles and Leopold which were once the Beleian ferry-hoats of the
Ostenda-Dover line. The whole operation is protected by the plancs Hamden and by the battle cruisers Kenya and Nigeria.
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B THE BEGINNING OF TRAGEDY

3. BLIETZKRIEG IN THE WEST

Begun in 1928 and finished in early 194(), the Maginot line, named to commemoraie the Minister André Maginot, who had
worked for the approval 1o the construction of the work, mimed al defending the borders of France. The German invasion plan
(Fall Gelh) often also referred to as Sishelschnitt, provides the steps for the invasion of France through the Ardennes and the

cccupation of Beleium and Holland.
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B THE BEGINNING OF THE TRAGEDY

3. BLIETZ KRIEG IN THE WEST

MARSHALL ISLANDS

| GROSSDELTSCHESREICH

‘1The German panzer and
Lufrwaffe attack at dawn
on May 1{. 1940, In few

| davs Belgium and Holland
suttene. The French and
British armics are surroun-
bay of Dunkirk.

Yune 16, 1940, Holland:
posteard from Wassenaar
to Switserland seen for
censorship.
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France, Dunkerque, April 20, 1940
EMA to Boulogne-sur-Mer.

Thanks to a massive rescuing action almost 330,000 soldiers are re-embarked on small

and big ships.
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B THE BEGINNING OF THE TRAGEDY 3. BLIETZKRIEG IN THE WEST

When Paris 1s occupled, on June 14, 194), France signs the armistice on June 2.2 and 11s territory 15 divided into two parts: the
northern pard, including the whole Atantic zone 15 occupied by the German army, the southern part, called [ree France, relies on
the French Government settled m Vichy and led by Marshal Philhpe Pétam.
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B THE BEGINNINGOT TAGEDY 4. ITALY ENTERS THE WAR

On June 10, 1940 Italy declares war on Britaimn HHFH.LHHH Ll'.rr“n.q Houd
and France. The troops enter France through the f o .
Western Alps without congquering any special
territories. The position of the ™ Tripartite = 15
thus consolidated.
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italy, Boffalora Ticino: fune 10, 1940:
commrication to the municipality of Cuggiono,
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B THE BEGINNING OF TRAGEDY 6. THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

After France had surrended. aware of the supremacy ol the English {leel, Hitler orders Goring and his Luftwaffe o destroy
London and the Royal Air Force hefore invading Britain. The “Eagle’s dav — the Adlertag”, that is the beginning of the bombing
on English centres., is on August the 137, 1940,

Great Britain, Qugust 13, 1940: letier
jﬁ:m Kensinglon (London), seen by
censure for the New Jersey(USA).
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45" anniversary of the batile,

Germany, February 24, 1942; feldpost for Dresda
seen for censure. Stukas bombing London.




B THE GEGINNING OF TRAGEDY 6. EASTERN EURGPE IN FLAMES

Without consulting Hitler, Mussolini orders to invade Greece on October 28, 1940, perhaps hoping for a bright and quick success.
It won't be quince: the difficult mountamonus ground, the lack ol preparation. and the shortage of means will force Hitler to rush to
the aid of Italy to avoid Mussolini a fool.
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B THE BEGINNING OF THE TRAGEDLYY 6. EASTERN EUROPE IN FLAMES

By declaring war on Greece and Yugoslavia, Hitler also rescues his ally Mussolini. The operation in the Balkans, called "Marita”
will however cause a bwo months” delay before attacking Russia, with inevitable negalive consequences.

October 29,1941, Croatia:
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B THE BEGINNING OF TRAGEDY 6. EASTERN EUROPE IN FLAMES

After the conguest of the Balkans and Greece, the German forces could not allow Crete to remam in the hands of the allies.
Therefore, with an action of airborne troops (operation Merkur ), the Wehrmacht began the attack on May 20, 1941 and in June
the island was completely congquered. The allies managed o re-embark and load about 18,000 men out of 32,000 stationed on the
Island. The Germans also land some departments of alpine troops to be used in the mountains.

HMAXHTHI KPHTHE 1941 -1991 HELLAS

Crete attacked bey
Paratroopers.
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The conguest of the island 15 not painless for Germany: in fact the Germans
lose 3,700 men and 2,500 arc myured. The alled troops recovering from the e ...':35‘1"9“"1'57:"{
1sland were composed of Greek, Brinish, New Zealander and Austrahian soldiers. -
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Ttaly, Letter from PM. 121 { Creta ) December 21, 1941, air mail to Genova.



B THE BEGINNING OF THE TRAGEDY 6. EASTERN EURQPE IN FLAMES

On June 22, 1941, with a six weeks’
delay becauvse of the invasion of the
Balkans, Greece and Crete, Hatler
attacks Russia. The operation is called
"Barbarossa"; thousands of guns. tanks

and planes launch a massive attack to Dol s, ]
the Soviet lorees, GRUS ["LUHME"*P[H H |
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B THE BLEGINNING OF THE TRAGLEDY 6. EASTERN EUROPE IN FLAMES

To regain the lost territories after the Sowviet aggression. Minland allies with Germany.
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In luly 1¥41 Italy 15 on the

side of Germany with the L
C.5.LE. (ltalian Corps of < ik
Expedition in Russia). — e - : - - -

Italy, March 3,1942: letter from M.F. 40, Russian front, to Milan, seen for censorship.




B THE BLEGINNING OF THE TRAGELDY

6. FASTERN EUROPE IN FLAMES

The armyval of "General Winter® and  (he help of Siberian fresh divisions, led by Gen. Zukov and called back from Leninerad,
cause the victory in the battle of Moscow. The Germans, who were at about 30 miles from Moscow, can only sec it in photos.
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Part of the population of Leningrad, evacuated before the encirclement, 15 sent beyond the Urals, Their mail 15 sent to the soldiers
left behind to defend the town, while on the southern [ront the battle for the conguest of Stalingrad continues,
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Fosteard from the front in Lentngrad to Moscow (August 21,1943).



C DUEL ON THE SEAS AND THE AFRICAN 5CENE |. THE BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC

The "battle of the Atantic™, as W. Churchill called it, is the longest of the whole conflict. It began in 193% and ended only ai the
end of the war. The first great victory is for the German Navy which on October 14 , 1939, enters the bay of Scapa Flow and sinks
the battleship Royal Oak. The operation 15 led by Captain Gunther Prien, chief of the U-boot 47,

MARSHALL ISLANDS

st g o SIHE Husysd Ol B

On May 9. 1940, some “5" motor torpedo boats leave the base of Wilhelmshaven, attack a naval English unit and damage the
destrover Kelly,
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On October 29, 14940, the armoured cruiser Admiral Sheer leaves the
Atlantic in search of a cargo boat heading lor Great Britain, On Novem-
ber 5. 1t bumps into a big ship convoyed by the auxiliary cruiser Jervis
Bay and 1t sinks 1t.




C DUEL ON THE SEAS AND THE AFRICAN SCENE

|. THE BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC

The Home fleet recovers and on December 13, 1939 of the same year. by the cruisers Adax, Exeter and Achilles. commanded by

Commaodore Harwood, 1t forces the heavy buttlecrmser Admiral Graf Spee, to Tind a shelter in Montevideo harbouor. The cruiser
will find  selt-sinking in the estuary of the Rio de la Plata on the 17th. The German com. Langsdortt commits smcide 3 days

later.
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C DUELON THE S5EAS AND THE AFRICAN SCENE . THE BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC

On May 24, 1941, the biggest German cruiser, the Bismark. on the Atlantic Ocean on its first mission, sinks the battle cruiser
Hood and damages the crinser Prince of Wales. Afterwards 1t tres to reach the French coast to be repaired
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The cruiser King George Vth, the Ark Roval, some hattle cruisers, among which the Dorsetshire,
and some destrovers, among which the Polish Piorun, chase the German battleshup, Hit by tor

pedoes and cannon shots the ship, which cannot be governed any more, sinks at 9.3 a.m. on
May 27"
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Poland, November 9, 1921; registered mail from Warsaw, stamped with values remembering the Piorun ship and the Bismarks retreat,



C DUEL ON THE SEAS AND THE AFRICAN SCENE . THE BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC

In order to hinder the flow of aids that the United States and Canada. the latter not vet at war, sent to Britain and Russia. Germany
carried out a real chase agamst the convoys, by using its pirate ships and U-boats in formations called "pack of wolves”,

Ciermany, teldpast whit
L-Bool that provides
overnight refucling fro
a support ship.
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The first American destrover,
Reuben James, escorting the
convoys 15 sunk on October 31,

1942,

The rescue of
surviving sailors.

Destroyor Rewben James senk Qoiober 52 |




C DUEL ON THE SEAS AND THE AFRICAN SCENE I.L'THE BATILE OF THE ATLANTIC

On September 3, [944), the Unied 5States and Great Britain sign an agreement which provides the British Navy with 30
destrovers, In change the USA will be allowed (o setlle American bases at the Bahamas Islands, in Jamaica, Antizua, Tromdad
and Sant Lucy.
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The Ct.Bant ex USS Saranac. The Cr.Georgetown ex UUSS Maddox. The Ct. Buston ex UUSS Edwards

After the signature of the “Aftlantic Charta” (agreement), on August 9, 1941, in Newfoundland. on board of the new cruiser Prince
of Wales, Roosewelt and Churchill come to the agreement that the shaps of the Alhes’convoys will be defended by Amencan

ships.
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The Ct, USS Escort The Ct. USS Gleaves.

Despite the help provided by American ships to the English Navy, the German U-Boots continue to chase the convoys carrying
supplies 1o Britain and Russia. The United States built 2,710 ships “Liberty”™ durmg the war. Each of them, 14,200 1ons of gross
tonnage, could carry 300 rail cars of aid or 440 tanks or 2,840 jeeps. About 200 of these ships were sunk .

The * Liberty ™.
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C DUEL ON THE SEAS AND THE AFRICAN SCENE 2. THE AFRICAN SCENE

The LE.A war lasted from March 17, 1941 to November 29, 1941 with the surrender of Gondar by Gen. Masi. Earlier, on May 17,

1941, Amedeo Duke of Aosta had surrendered m Amba Alagi obtaining from the British "the honour of arms” for the bravery and
the valour of the Italian soldiers.

M.®. free postcard with the Duliy of Bosta and fits soldvers.
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Apnil 6,1940, Eritrea: letter from Dessie Amara to Cormons, Capripa arrived before Italy entered the war.



C DUEL ON THE SEAS AND THE AFRICAN SCENE 2. THE AFRICAN S5CENE

The war on the ™ Libyan front ™ was a series of avances and retreats from September 13, 1940 unil Janvary 23, 1943 when
Momntgomery's troops amved in Tripoh,
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MAP. postcard with the Mediterramean and Nerth Africa..

The first move on the Libyan front i1s operated by Graziani who occupies Sidi-el-Barrani in the Egyptian territory. The Brinish
counterattack, take the Italians by surprise and reoccupy the town. In January 1941 the British conguer Bardia and on the 22nd
they arrive in Tobruk. Graziani orders the retreat. On February 6,1941 the British invade the Cyrenaica.
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Ttalia, 1941 : stamp of
Cirenicit airmal, 1929
overprinted “ Libia *, |

last issue.

Cirenaica, ‘Bengasi : letter
for Salerno, January 30,1941
before the British occupation.




C DUEL ON THE SEAS AND THE AFRICAN SCENE 2. THE AFRICAN SCENE

Consudening the Nahan
defeat, Hitler runs to the
ard of Mussolini and
sends Gen, Rommel wath
his ~ Afrikakorps ™ to
Tripol.

Abgabepreis 35 Rpf einschlieblich Zuschlag fiir den Kulturfonds

Ervinn Rommel
“ the desert’s fox "

EINHEITSORGANISATION DER DEUTSCHEN SAMMLER

On March 24.1941, after replacing Graziani with Gen. Gariboldi, Rommel begins his offensive on April 10" and surrounds
Tobruk. Although constantly attacked, the British (roops resist,

i T | T e | R Tk e 8 British Army
N CARTOLINA POSTALE et
! ' LITELIAF Tobruk and occupies
| SVECOLONIE | | Bengasi on Decem-
her 25

&
5 "Tobtuk front:May 7,
= 1941: 96 M.P.
= greetings from a gun-
ner to his family

in Codogno,




C DUEL ON THE SEAS AND THE AFRICAN SCENE 2. THE AFRICAN SCENE

_ 0 ‘ On Febroary 7.1942 Rommel makes his troops stop
e FRRERRT 7 - | along the Dema- Bir Hakeim line. In May he advan

e R J: | cesagain and regains Bir Acheim.
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C DUEL ON THE SEAS AND THE AFRICAN S5CENE

2. THE AFRICAN SCENE

I. — =
Ricordate che oggi non ci sarebbe la marcia su
Mosca, marcia che sard infallibiimente vitto-
riose, 8 venti anni prima non ci fosse stata la
MmArcia su Roma, s& primi tra i primi hon aves-
sima alzate. la bardiera dell'antibolscevisme,
’J--z s MUSSOLIN|
ESENCITE [TALMMG i -
e
AL, B0D Jmr =
| "‘--.______Z___ 5
Italian cemetery of A% s
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Mernories of a deleat despite the valour and
courage of the Iralians soldiers on the battlefield.

Propaganda posteard for the Army
in tariff: foot soldier with grenade.




C DUEL ON THE SEAS AND THE AFRICAN SCENE 3. THE MEDITERRANEAN SEAS AND MALTA

Any hope of an easy victory against Greek guickly dissolves. Notwithstanding on August 153", 1940, the submarine Dolphin,
sathng in Greek walers in order W intercepl any cargoes neutral to the English service. had sunk the old Greek cruiser Helly.

N

T KATAAFOMIKON "EAAH,,

CGreek convoy at the
English service.

The sinking of the
Crunser Helly.

Greek 1941 iz drachmas orte-plece mail preserting the crutser Melly,

SR W S ——. | Actually Greek, though relving on restricted means. gets ready to resist on land, sea and sky. The

small tleet of Greek submarines reaches rather zoods results in Otranto Channel and offshore the
Albaman coasts, The Papamcohs ship takes part in these operations.
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Greek 1941; two drachmas one-piece mail presenting the submarine Papanicolls,



C DURL ON THE SEAS AND THE AFRICAN SCENE 3. THE MEDITERRANEAN S5EA AND MALTA

On November 11, 1941, at 11 p.m. the torpedo bombers Swordfish,
taken from the arcralt carmer Hlustrous, attack the naval base of
Taranto.
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' il again in naval operations.
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C DUEL ON THE SEAS AND THE AFRICAN SCENE

3. THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA AND MALTA

|.
The hattle of Cape Matapan, March 28, 194 1in the

Peloponnese, between the Italian team. formed by
battleship Vittorio Veneto, cruisers and normal ships.
and the Britsh fleet. formed by three battleships, inclu-
ding the Warspite and the aircraft carmrier Formidable.
marks a clear defeatl of the Italian [leel

The Vittorio Veneto is hit but it can survive: the
cruisers Pola, Zara and Rijeka are sunk.

COUNT FLNKINGRERTEMS WARSPITE

Admiral Cunningham

and the battteship Warspite.
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C DUEL ON THE SEAS AND THE AFRICAN SCENE 3. THE MEITERRANEAN SEA AND MAILTA

The most suceesstul action 1s achieved by the raders of the 10 Flotlla Mas who attack the —— ===
battleships Valiant and Queen Elizabeth in the harbour of Alexandra in Egypt with the
LsC {slow-Running Torpedoes). commonly referred to as "pigs”. The crew of the Durande
de la Penne-Bianchi, Martellotta- Marino and Marcegha-Schergat, driven near the port by
the submarine Scire, seriously damage two O
battleships, one destrover and one tank. B ROYPTR Lo
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The Valiant, Alessandria of Egypt the Scire| |Gibraltar EE_’;;,
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Italy, P.M. free posteard with
raiders of the Royal Navy on
LSC-pigs.

On the arrflest operations Har
poon-Yigorous and Pedestal
from supplying the isle of Mal
L, the Italin-German forces
sinking aircraft * Eagle ©, 3
cruser, 7 destrovers , 1 lanker
and 16 merchant ships.
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C DUEL ON THE SEAS AND THE AFRICAN SCENE 3. THE MEDITERREANEAN SEA AND MALTA

The air terpedoes Savola-Marchettt S.M.79 and the cruiser Montecuccoli and Duca d’Aocsta take part in the so called “middle
June battle™. On the Enghish side there 1s the crmser Charvbidis.
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The isle of Malta. though under attack and short
m supplies, wall resist and o wall always remam
a constant danger for our cargoes moving towards
the African coast.
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D JAPAN SPREAD OQUT 1. PEARL HARBOR

On a Sunday of December, on the 7. 1941, at 7,55 a.m. without any declaration
of war, the Japanese attack the ULS. lemtory of Hawain. The 1T World War starts T
on a large scale in the Pacific and South-East Asia, The Japanese strategist of
(he naval operaions 1s Adm. Isoroke Yamamoto, Commander of the Japanese
combined fleet.

THTETL

MARSHALL ISLANDS

B plai

Thanks to the second in command, Adm. Nagumao, the powerful lapanese fleet, formed by the aircraft carriers Akagi, Kaga,
soryu, Hirva, Shokako and Zwmkaku and escorted by hattleships, cruisers and submarines, start to launch the first wave of 183
planes at (6,00 a.m.; the second wave of 167 aircraft carriers is launched at 07,00 a.m..
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Aidrcraft taking off tmm Japanese
carriers.the 1sland of Oahu and
Pearl Harbor Bav.

LI,

Belding Heminway Corticelll
49 = 4th Streel
| San kFrancisco il

Hauatl, September 2, 1941, Letter from Honolulu with cancellation
.::lf “ Hahu °

While the Japanese planes are about to reach the 1sland of Oahu
and Pearl Harbor Bay, the destrover Word and a patrol of the | ] W, o
INavy sink a Japancse submarine.. R —— - = u'_;;','n;_ "
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) JAPAN SPREADS OUT 1. PEARL HARBOR
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At 7.45 am. theisland’s
airporis are attacked inclu
ding Hicham Feld,

Cap. Fuchida communicates
“Tora, Tora, Tora”, the sur-
prise attack was successful.

Grepadines of 5t.Vincent
5 S

wiel b (ol Meem a0 i

The Japancese plancs reach the naval base at 7,55 a.m. and begin 10 torpedo and bomb the ULS, battleships. They sink the
Oklahoma and Arizona and seriously damage the remaming six battleships, causing a hell of fire.
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The first explosions.

Arnzond sinks.

The base of Pearl Harbor wder attack in g Japanese
posteard, 1943 from 2s,




D JAPAN 5PREADS QUT I. PEARL HARBOR

Dunng the Japanese attack the Nevada 1s the only battleship trying to find a way out of the bay. It will however be hit by bombs
and torpedoes whach will stop 1ts miussion. The Anzona, unfortunately hit by bombs and torpedoes. will capsize and sink, together

with almost 1,200 men, sailors and marines.
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CHIEF OF STAFF
BATTLESHIPS, BATTLE FORCE

lThe Army end Navy Register,

oll Elevemth Street, W.W.,

w PEET ke 1704

MARSHALL ISLANDS

Washington, D, C.

The baitleships Pensylvania, California and West Virginiatoo, are hit and seriously damaged. They will be repaired and they will
take part in new missions both in the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans.
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D JAPAN SPREADS OUT

The treacherows Japanese attack on
the U A has a lngh price: 2.4()2 dead,

[.247 injured and the lemporary loss
of almost the complete surface flect
with the exception of the aircraft car-
ners nol there on the day of the ene-
my's raid; the "day of infamy ™.

T

The destrover Shaw and the battleship Tennessee sinks.
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[LS. dentames war on Japan, Decembar §

The "day of infamy” will never be forgotten. It can only be
followed by the entrance of the United States mio the war.
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Mewspaper reparts about the attack on the Hawan with Roosevelt signing the declaranon of war.



[} JAFPAN SPREADS OUT 2. SOUTHEAST ASTA

Besides Pear] Harbor, in anticipation of a future attack on the Midway, the Japanese altack and conquer the isles of Wake and
CGuam on December 8 and 10, 1941,

Thie T AMBLA

. VREMEMDER WAKE TSLAND"
.~} 50Lh ANNIV. STA.

E:I .'I"_‘- . EEE-TI1991
?Eﬁ5 TRENTON,N.J. 08650

WAYS SYSTEM

PAN AMERICAN AIRWAYS, INC.
STRAITS SETTLEMENTS

In the same month of December the Japanese torces occupy the British possession of Hong Kong defended by Canadian troops.,
and are ready o imvade Mulaya,

The defence of Canadian troops.

Fapan, 1943, u 25, postcard.




I JAPAN SPREADS OUT 2. SOUTHEAST ASIA

[ ——

In six months the Japanese conguer the Philippines,
Malaysia, Burma, Thailand, Bomeo, Indonesia and
much of China, On September 12,1941 the JTapanese
deal a blow to the British Navy sinking the only two
battleships present in those seas.

Sdlcp-of Lhe Bbrrnch 1941
II-I. iy e =

MARSHALL ISLANDS

italy, October 17, 1942: from PM. 157, allegorical
card with the Japanese samural sinking the British

ships.,
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Japan, 1943:a 2s. posteard, the Repulse sinks



D JAPAN SPREADS OUT 2. SOUTHEASR ASIA

After the surrender of Hong Kong on December 25, 1941, the Japanese attack Singapore from

land and they force General Percival (o surrendar, The loss of that strongpoint 1s a very hard blow TANZANIA 75/~
to the Enghish army. T R
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Japan, 1943: a 25, Iﬂﬂm:r;rni:

Afier the conguest of the capital Rangoon in May the whole Burma 1s occupied by the Japancsce.
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D JAPAN SPREADS OUT 2. SOUTHEAST ASIA

T'he Philippines .too, are a Japanese target. Landed on the isle of Luzon on October 12, 1941 they occupy the capital Manila
January 2, 1942,
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1 'hﬁa American and Philippine troops retreat into the Bataan peninsula but after fighting for months they surrender on April 9", The
prisoners’ start the * long deatfi march * which decimates them through diseases, [ood and water shortage and the hardness of the

march,
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On May 6, 1942 even Gen. Wainwright’s troops, sheltered in the isle of -EDTTEgiEI{H',. are obliged to surrender to Japancse fﬂrr:ﬂﬁ.-.
Gen. MacArthur left the Philippines uttering the famous sentence * T shall return
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D GIAPAN SPREADS OUT

2. SOUTHEAST ASIA

Alter the loss of the Philippines. Gen. MacArthur and Adm. Nimitz coordinate the strategies for the allies” comeback. The decis-
s10m 18 taken for an air attack to show the allies™ ability to hit Japan on its heat. Col. Doolittle 1s charged with the mission. e
tales off from aircraft Hornet with 16 B-25 arnives over Tokyo on April 18, 1942 and bombards it

B 25s tale o Lo paid Talee Apeil (8, 19462

It also aims to conguer the New Guinea and

Austraha. The Japanese victory on battle of the
Cloral Sea is tactical while the American one is
stratesic. In fact it prevents the Japanese occu
pation of Port Moreshy, a springhoard for the
conquest of New Guinea [irst and of Australia
Jaler.

CORAL SEA MT".IT.'F.

V.. Mail 1944 from Port Moresby{A.F.0. 929 )
New Guinea to Newportnews, Ta. (USA).

Doolittle Raid
60" Anniversary Station
April 18, 1942
“We did it then we can do it again "

April 18, 2002
Halifax, VA 24558
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The United States lose
the aircraft carrier
Lexmgton, but they stop
the Jjapanese offensive.

Japan, 1943 g 25,
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Leyington sinks.

ALy S 3R T




D GIAPAN SPREADS OUT 3 MIDWAY

The battle of the Midway Islands marks the end of the Japanese supremacy in the Pacific. The unexpected American victory,
coordingted by Adm. Nimitz, Commander of the naval forces in the Pacific, lasts from 4 to 7 June, 1942, at about 200 miles

noerth of Midway. In case of victory, the conguest of the [slands would have allowed Japan to eliminate the American carriers
and to attack the Hawau sucecesstully.

T"E},RFDLI{ IEI. AHD
45

Chester W Nimitz |

Adm. Nimitz, Mudway 1sland and reconnaissance = Catalina ™,

But luck helps the Americans. In fact the last ~* Catalina” sent in a reconnaissance mission. finds the flect and immediately
mforms the American command. The Japanese cannot rely on surprise.
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The touring point WWIL

GOD BLESSED AMERICA
JAOME OF THE FREE

RINE GIURELS
— Ameriea’s Stamp Cénfer
33rd St. & Broadway
New York, N. Y. U.S.A.

U 5. Maringe Corps, March 22,1942: Letter from Midway to New York,



I} JAPAN SPREADS OUT 3. MIDWAY

At the end of the baule, the Impenal lleel commanded by (he Adm. Nagumo records the sinking of all its four aircraft carriers
Akag, Kaga, Soryu and Hiryu.

N_J?EE'D-LE [SLAND The battle.
skos |
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The United States remember the LS5 Vo r~roeval,
loss of Y orktown. Mevimeec, Ve,

Yourktown fase, 115 wins ar Mrway, 1943

The unexpected american

victory trough in second
World war in the sector

on the Southeast Asian
and the entire Pacihc,
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V... Mail 1944 from Pearl
Harbor {Navy 128) FHeet
Post Office, Naval Censor
o San Francisco, Cali f
"“Tojo is sailor’s bag *.




E THE COUNTERATTACK IN EUROPE |. THE CAMFPAIGN IN ITALY

April 1, 1943: from
Castelfranco to the
AP, 221, Tunisia,
during the Italian
retreat.
PER VIA AEREA

Adter the last operation in Tumsia, the Alhes

begin the™ Hasky ™ operation, the invasion of
Sicily on July 10, 1943, In one Month Sicilv
15 released,
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E THE COUNTERATTACK IN EUROPE . THE CAMPAIGN IN ITALY

On September |2th, 1943, Hitler orders General Student to set Mussohm free by his paratroopers. The operation 15 called
“Eiche” — oak — and the Obersttumbanfuhrer Otto Skorzeny, too. takes part in it.
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¥la FOSCHERARI M. 15 - Telefono 26770

Cn September 3, 1943,
in Cassibile an armistice

had been signed betweer 0 S P E D A I_ E

[talv and the Alhes. The
agreement will become
public on September 8,
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September 3, 1943, Italy

priviate Fﬂ:.rz‘m.ni;(.'r‘ﬂm —
End@mi: il ,'Hmrpitaf_f arrived in Senna Lodigiana on September 8, 1943, day on which the Armistice is made public

Dwight David Eisenhower
e s

ok

On September 29, 1943, aboard the British battleship
* Nelson “,"the long Armistice™ is signed between
Cen. Eisenhower and Marshal Badogho,
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E THE COUNTERATTACK IN EUROPE 1. THE CAMPAIGN IN ITALY

With the Armistice Italy must dehiverats shaps 1o the allies. The batleship "Rome" is however
intercepted and sunk off Sardinia’s sea on September 91943, Meanwhile the allies, now friends.

the same September 9, 1943, land at Salemo.

Janvary 22,1944 albes land 81 Anezio and Nettuno wiath the sapport marine forces including
the crmser = Penelope ™.
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Ty envaded by Allies, September 1943
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E THE COUNTERATTACK IN EUROPE

|. THE CAMPAIGN IN ITALY

E; Scctdorske Slarrst.
7olerh Fheces M N

Wriiv the mesmpge vory pluindy brke the o
I ¥

" MONTE CASSINO
o 18.V. 1944

IA WRITTEN [N LAEGE FLOCK LETTERS [N THE PANEL ABUVE

The approach to Cassing s front implies significant
losses tor the allies. Wounded soldiers are cared for

i mulitary facihnes located close to the front,

| Polish Afrgraph, Jan 7, 1945, with Lrgglish and
| Polish flags for the conguest Monte Cassino.
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Started on Januvary 12, 1944, the batle of Cassino

| lasts untl May 18, when the Polish unit of Gen.

| | Anders manages o rase s flag on the rumns of the
Abbey,
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E THE COUNTERATTACK IN EUROPE

2, FROM STALINGREAD TO LENINGEAD

On the East tront, from Leningrad to the Caucasus, in the aviumn of 1942 the response of the Soviet Union is hard, On
November 19 the Russians crush the German-Romanian defence on the Don in five davs and reach Kalac encircling Stalingrad.
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Supreme commander of Soviet Union,

TOTAPK

The bhattles on the Don
and the encirclement

of Stalingrad also in-
violve the Itahan roops.
Part of the ARMIE

(8" Armyv) must with-
draw to avold encircle-
ment. In particular the
35" Army Corps fight
al Serafimovic’s brid-
rehead.

MP. 88, letter from the
Don. front , Serafimovic,
August 14,1942, for
Marttug, August 23,
15942,

The work of women in factones and
in the mulitary aid to the front was vg
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E THE COUNTERATTACK IN EUROPE 2. FROM STALINGRAD TO LENINGRAD
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The Russian ottensive on the [Don opens the Italien’s retreat
E?"E' A BEAMKAN GTENECTINLIHAR BORIA 1041 1045, A long odyssey on foot starts across the freezing Russian
4]:::‘*1*. gl , = T pliins.
oy SN - i ]
t_;l-_ll ,|"_L| 1*1993 Llr_n:.’ || J.lll;::r I
L '-fé. b, 2L
- o .y £
L | ﬂ? ) s -
— ek e _.-__.-__1. et s i il ¥
- R < e
féﬁ i'ﬁw?ﬁ@#’qﬁﬁ:ﬁ#@ :ﬂﬁ
O

T'he town of Kursk, railway between Moscow and Harkoy, 15

known becanse of the biggest battle with armed vehicles in history which took place there from
July 4 to August 1, 1943,
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E THE COUNTERATTACK IN EUROPE 2. FROM STALINGRAD TO LENINGRAD

o | After Karkov is liberated the en- _ gras
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After a D)) days’,
Leningrad is
liberated.
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E THE COUNTERATTACK IN EUROPE

In grder o alleviate the German pressure on the Russian front, the Soviet TTnon

had long insisted on opening a second front: the mvasion of France. Afller a very
long preparation the operation, called "Overlord”, took off on June 6, 1944 wath
the Allies landing in Normandy, and ended on August 26 with the liberation of

Paris.

Supreme Commander.
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3. THE LANDING IN NORMANDY
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175 Avenue Victor Hugo

g S Y I RACE

- 2 =

 pE—

The landing 18 preceded on the night of June 5 from the departure of planes and gliders with

Letter from Faris to Valence
sent on the day before the
farding.
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hoard infantrymen and paratroopers who, shortly atter mudnight, are launched or landed on
French soil to occupy roads and bridges in the hinterland of landings.
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E THE COUNTERATTACK IN EUROPE 3. THE LANDING IN NORMAMDY

After the night attack of paratroopers and air troops, “the longest day™ starts with an unopposed coverage from the air and a
massive bombing of the beaches and the nearby hinterland by the allied ships. Among them there are tive battleships.

St VWEM an
the C urrzr:r:mn@a

The aerial bombardment..

The five battleships engaged in the bombardment of the beaches are the American Arkansas, Texas and Nevada. This one had
been repaired aller heavy damage during the Japanese attack in Peart Harbor,
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G1500

“USS NEVADA BOMBARDS UTAH BEACH. - 0 sap |

‘OPERATION DVERLORD'
‘D" DAY &" JUNE 1944

End the two British. Warspite e Ramillies.
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E THE COUNTERATTACK IN EUROPE 3. THE LANDING IN NORMANDY

Taken by surprise thanks to the ability to
misdirect ol the landing arcas, the Ger
mans try to respond to the attack by any
means they dispose of.
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Contrasted by the enemy’s fire and hindered by the German

barriers the Americans land on the beaches they had been
assioned: Utah and Omaha.
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The English and Canadian troops land on the beaches called “Gold™, *Juno™ and “Sword™.
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E THE COUNTERATTACK IN EUROPA 3. THE LANDING IN NORMANDY

The favourable outcome of the landing 15 also due (0 two lactors, The sabotage
in the rear guard by the French Resistance which went into action after being
informed by Radio London about the imminence of the landings through the
verses of a poem by Paul Verlaine (les sanglors longs des violans de INautomne
blessent mon ceeur d une langueur monotone ).
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At Arromanches the allies had set

up an artificial port, walting to use
the ports of Norman lowns. The ar
tificial harbour was named " Port
Winston " in honour of W. Churchall.
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Thanks to the French “Resistance™ . which paid
a very high tribute, several German forees arc
misdirected from the landings areas. Despite the
CGerman effort to stop the Allies, they occupy
Cherbours, an important dock in the Colentin
Peninsula W unload means and troops.,
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In S.te Mere BEglise, after the hiberanon, a stele /]
was placed named ™ the road o Freedom ™, signi V]
fying that the parh started there by the allies 1
would end only in Berlin. | A
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V...matl from AP.0, 562, Cherboury, November 15, ]

1944 to Urbana (inois (TUSA).
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E THE COUNTERATTACK IN EUROPE 4. FROM PROVENCE TO GERMANY

The operaton "Dragoon”. landimg in Provence, enabled the allies o capture two ports, important even for the supplhies to troops 1n
Normandy: Marseille and Toulon. Started on August 15,1944 with the air support provided by seven carriers and battleships,
crutsers and othar ships, it allowed the troops to join n Diyon with the torces coming from Normandy at mid-September.,
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De Lattre de Tassigny commanding the 1* French
Army during the landing in Provence, and his
phrase * ne pas subar © .
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Afrgrapf , 1944, from C.M.F. to Yorkshire, England.
The Mediterranean Sea now belongs only to the Allies.




E THE COUNTERATTACK IN EUROPE 4, THE OPERATION MARKET GARDEN AND BASTOGNI

Betfore the decisive battle of the Ardennes, the allies
sulfered a setback in the operation, combining army
and airborme troops. called "Market Garden". The ope
ration which took place in the Netherlands from 17

(o 26 September 1944, aimed at arriving straight at
the Khine in order to end the war by Christmas " 44.
The attack was preceded by bombings on German
antiaircratt posts and Dutch ports,
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V. nail from A.P.0. 634 of 85 US Air Force | 'ﬂ

stationed in ‘England to Bristol, in Pennsylvania. :}
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The last greatl and strategic German offensive on the I i — A _.._.-::_ij
Western front was the battle of the Ardennes.
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E THE COUNTERATTACK IN ELJROPE 5. THE RED ARMY IN BERLIN

The Red Army, now unstoppable, recaptures Odessa and Crimea. Kiev and the whole Ukraine.
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E THE COUNTERATTACK IN EUROPE 5. THE REDX ARMY IN BERLIN

After crossing the Vistula, the Soviet troops of Rokossovskji and the 1% Polish Army approach Warsaw. The remaining German
forces are defeated in the battle of Studiaank: which begins on the 9 and ends on the 16 of August 1944,
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With the aim (o free Warsaw hefore the arrival of the Soviets, the army "Krajowa”
of zen. Komorowski rouses the population of the town on August 1, 1944, The
repression of the Germans is violent and alter nearly two months all resistance

is broken. The Soviet troops enter Warsaw only in January 1945,

Following Hiter's order, Warsaw 18 razed.
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E THE COUNTERATTACK IN EUROPE a. THLE RELR ARMY IN BERLIN

Abandomng Warsaw Lo 18 tragic fate, the Red Army continues its advance Southwards to the conguest of Romania.
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of liberation
of Romania.

LUCUL
SIGILIULUY

CENZURE!
JILITARY

Aceastd carfe postald se va

SO-AETME
gCEanoR AR HHE PMirdbIHMA
QT SAMECTSHOT 1

Romania, May 29, 1944: posteard censured three months before Romania joins the Red Army,
After Romania, Bulgaria, too, joins the allies and on Seplember 9. 1944 11 opens the door 1o the Red Army. On October 1, 1944
Bulgarian partisans and the troops of gen, Tolbuchin armve in Soha,
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E THE COUNTERATTACK IN EUROPE 5. THE RED ARMY IN BERLIN

The collapse of the whole Eastern front forces the Germans to the progressive disengagemenl of troops from Greece and
Yugoslavia. The Red Army, together with the troops of Marshal Tito, benelits and conguers Belgrade on October 20, 1544,
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The conquest of Budapest, helped by the Regiment of Hungarian Volunteers ” Bu-
daisky *, engages the Red Army for 45 days and the wwn suffers from considerable
devastation. Two Russian parliamentanans send by Gen. Malinovsky Lo ask for sur
render, are treacherously killed by the German. One of them 1s Cap. Ostapenko.
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After the liberation of Vienna. on April 13, 1945, the Red Army enters the Prague on May 9, the last Euro-
pean Capital to be feed. The town revolted against the German on May 5, 1945 Berlin had already been cap
tured on May 2 while Hitler had committed suicide on Apnil 30, 1945,
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Correspondence from Lrague, Tebruary 7, 1945, a few montis before the liberation OO
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E THE COUNTERATTACK IN EUROPE
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MARSHALL ISLANDS
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Before the last battle for the conguest of Berlin, the allies meet in Turgau, on
river Elhe. Berlin is a heap of rubble. The Reichstag 1s taken on Apnl 30, 19435
and on May |, the Red Army’s flag is raised on the Palace ol the Naz power

by Sergeant Egerov and soldier Kantarija. On May 7. in Reims, in the Amen-
can headquarter, Germany signs its surrender. The same operation 15 repeated

in Berlin in the headquarters of the Red Army on May 8"

5. THE RED ARMY IN BERLIN
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Victory and peace are commemorated in many countries
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F THE DEFEAT OF JAPAN

The allies” recapture of lost territories in South Pacific began
with the Guadalcanal campaign that lasted from August 7, 1942
o Febropary 9, 1943,
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|. THE RE-CONQUEST OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS

gy Bi-centemary ol American Independence
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Control of the coasthne, the lighting and Japanese landings at
Ciuadalcanal and Tulagi.

The support to the Marines is given by the planes of the aircraft

Wasp and Hornet and by the cannons of the war ships, one of which the

battle crinser Canberra..,
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F THE DEFEAT OF JAPAN |. THE RE-CONQUEST OF THE PACIFIC ISLLAND
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Letter from Guadalcanal (A.P.0.719), May 3, 1944, to Filadelfta,

Thanks to the work of the naval military divisions | “the Seabees”, in Guadalcanal the landing tracks for the Amencan planes are
prepared. The work i1s hard because the Japanese cruisers, that the Americans call “Tokyo express”, keep on supplving ther
troops on the 1sland and the building plants are continuously bombarded by the Japanese planecs.

" Tokyo Express ™.
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IF THE DEFEAT (O JAPAN [. THE RE-CONQUEST OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS

During the various naval battles that followed for the conguest of Guadalcanal, teams of submarines also participate, including the
Cuttlefish with duties (o protect troop transports, aircraft carriers and battle ships..
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U.5. Cattlefish, June 8, 1934: registered letter to Buffale, N1V

On September 12th, 1942, the ships carrying troops Coolidge, Matua, Malaita, arriving from Espiritu Santo and due 1o
Guadalcanal to support the American garrison, are sunk by some Japanese submarines. The Dutch cruiser Boisservain escapes the
attack. The aircraft carrier Wasp 1s sunk alter a hard battle.
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F THE DEFEAT OF JAPAN . THE RE-CONQUEST OF THE PACIFIC ISLAND

The operations to conquer Guadaleanal go on through several battles
on the sea. After losing the carrier Homet in the battle of October 26,
1942, durning which the carner Enterprise too 1s seriously damaged,
the Americans try to debark a huge contingent of men on November
12" to reinforce their POSITION.
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The operations must be interrupted because of the
arrival of a big Japancse naval squad,
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| The convoy arriving from the New [lebrides and New

destroyers and hattle ships, among which the Raleight

The carrier Hornet.

U.S. Navy, Tune 3, 1943: letier from Cruiser Raleigh to Salt Lake City (Uiah).
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The powerful Japanese naval squad is located on the night of November 137 between the isle of Savo and Guadaleanal in the
famous strait called “irom layer strail” becavse of the huge nomber of ships which had sunk there. The Japancse contingent 1s
[ormed by 2 carmiers, 4 battle ships, among which the Kinshima, which will be sunk, 10 battle crmsers, with the Chokai, 30
destroyers, submarines and 11 cargoes. It 15 haghly superior 1o the American force, formed by | carrier, the Enterprise, 2

battleships. the South Dakota and the Washington, 8 battle crursers and 22 destroyers..

The South Dakota and the Washington .
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F THE DEFEAT OF JAPAN I. THE RE-CONQUEST OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS

After vanity trying Port Moresby the Japancse land

un the north side of New Guinea but suffer heavy el T

losses in the battles of Milne Bay and KoKoda. " i‘i e by, dok ok o0 ponele Wk peiiy, vy e ---+ i bl

V.. . Mail 1943 AP0,
929 Port Moreshy, New
(rutnea to Beacon, NV, Army Censor.

—=——_| Ore Bay, New Guineq
1943, AP0, 503, letter
te Detroit, Michigan,(TUS59)
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[ntercetatl 1 messagel nipponict relativ a una 1spezione
dell’ Amm. Yamamoto nelle Alla riconguista della Nuova Guinet,
1sole Salomone, scatta ['ope
raziong “"Favone "

Adm, Yamamoto thes over
Boungaiville, he 1s shol
down on April 15, 1943

by a P-38 Lightnings.
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F THE DEFEAT OF JAPAN |. THE RE-CONQUEST OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS

During the batule 1o reconguer the Sclomon Islands, the British carrier Victorious joins the allied fleel in the Pacific. Its support

will be precious to the allies” landing in Vella Lavella and Bougainville. ———— — ——
s T 3 A el e B O eur return address in the spoce
Mail send August 18, 1943 from carrier Victorious to Cardiff (UK el weitiog o GRp oo !7
From / |

f Sender's name)
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In their advance the Americans land on the isle of Vella Lavella on August, r (Sender's addrem) %
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For the first time they use the frog's leap tactic”, aiming al the conguest of ﬁ ﬁ .j i"'::"' - f{_? A‘j 0/ -:‘_':;'{ff 15
an advanced position and at isolating areas which wall be later artacked. = . —— - :?

In this case the new strategy 15 used in the 1sle of Kolombangara f{__j / C? '[.?' f'J (‘_’j '{: {;,. : ,:jf? ,J"i/ /
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During the conquest of the Central Salomon [slands the

invade the isle of Bougainville in order to approach Gen. il
Mac Arthur’s troops to New Guinea and the Bismark T s€

Islands, where the important base of Rabaul was located.

The Battle of Bismarck Tslands.
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Operatnens i New Guinea Plancs of the carrier Indipendence, together with some

other battle cratis, bombard Rabaul’s shelter.

CSCUYANA S50

s I Tl I; o, 4 e | o s g e
T R Y L PR I T TR A




E THE DEFEAT OF JAPAN |. THE RE-CONQUEST OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS

Airr-naval battles and American landings take place throughout the Pacific to reconquer the
atolls. With the protection of submarines, on June 15, 1944 the Amerians land and recaplure
the 1sland of Saipan.

SJuhrrarimed shaeicn war in Facdlin, 1344
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From 20 to November 23, 1944 a batltle lakes place % i 2
to re-conguer Tarawa in the Gilbert Islands. | 3 :

vfhe RATTLE of TARA
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3. - The isfe of Wake remained in Japanese fands
% f?; until the end of the war, when the Americans
G 5 AL Moo | landed without fighting.
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F THE DEFEAT OF JAPAN

2. BACK INTO THE PHILIFPINES

As promised on the day of the retreat, Gen, MacArthur, backad by an imposing fleet, supervises the landing n the Philippines.

The Japanese torces oppose to the
Americans using the "Kamikarse".

/55 Towa hattleship in the battle of
Gulf of Levte.

Fracren liphtiag frees Manila by March 3, (945

Bairte for Layte Gull, October 23-26, 1544

7

From October 17 to December 31,
| 44 the Americans start the cam-
paign o re-conguer the Phalippi-
nes, The awrcratt carrier Intrepid
participates and 15 hit by a * Ka-
mikaze .
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[ THT, SPREAD OF JAPAN 3. ATTACK TO THE JAPANESE GROUND

After the occupation of the Philippines, the Americans prepare their ground attack to the islands of Iwo Jima and Okinawa.

Letler from
APQ. 37,
Manila,
March 17,
1945 to
Bloomington,
Indiana
)

Co."K",145th Infantry
APJ 3T % Postmaster -l

2an Francisco,Calif.

Indiana Unlverslity

Extension DPivision

Box 42 *$

Bloomington,Indiana '

HONDRING THE Soth ANNIVERSARIES OB
V-EDAY & V-J DAY

P —
On February 19, 1945 the Americans

attack [wo Jima; the whole island is
15 taken only on March 27.
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Letter from A0, 81, Fawo Fima, March 18, 1945, seen for censorship, PEDHEUL AR ST ATE P ATEL b SOMETY MEE T

for Oakland, Caltformia,
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F THE SPREAD QF JAPAN 3. ATTACK TO THE JAPANESE GROUND

On April 7, 1943, the largest
battleship m history, Y amato,
is sunk hy LIS, aircralts while
it was about to reach the island
of Okinawa to detend it from
the allied landings.

Japan, Post Card of
the ¥ amato.
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The last major battle of the war and the Iast big battle 1n the Pacific

| | | | Okinawa: La:
_ﬁf.rzl;mﬂ,.h&ﬁ ﬂm:@nm [sfans, :ﬂprﬂ 23, 1945: [etter ﬁﬂm (Minazia B Eﬂ
to ‘Endicott (‘New! York=T154),

i b
D
=
s
= 3
D
1J
o
o
—h
=

T0 | cpt et Pncds ~“aoaszes
ﬁ;ﬂﬁ« “w_ﬁfﬁr—é*’ﬂ‘i%-— Et

r:.-"".;" {/’? - & %‘7/{‘?""1 ey,

1'—11.- -

[ ; 'J

| A

(e
e \ +
* lIll|_I l|- ; i
- | ¥ _.ZI-'-'I ¥ i

&)




F THE DEFEAT OF JAPAN 4. THE SOQUTHEST ASIA
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_ On August 20th, 1945, the Japanese surrender in

If' Sineapore. Aller four years of battles, destructions
|

|

and sufferings Asia’s South East is at last set free.

“ Burma road &,
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Burma Hoad, T{7-mile ticlne to Ohins




F THE 5PEREAD OF JAPAN 5. ATOMIC BOMB, JAPAN'S SURRENDER, PEACE

FEOCHNTED 3 PATES 1)

MICRONESIA

FEREHATED STATES 0F

MICRONESIA 6H0¢

The use of the atomic homb persuades
Japan to ask for an unconditional surrender.

President Truman announces the surrender
of Japan. The signing took place aboard

the battleship Missourn in the Harbour of S o '

Tokyo. ' T Y 'ﬂfﬂlfﬂ

ermman sonsunces Ty surrender, Awg. 14 (N5 | =:|[|'I'|'|_':|[r
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LEWIS M.STEVENS
at? Dhixwell Ave.

NEW HAVEN, CONN,

The going back home of all the soldiers.
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