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UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

BIRTH OF ELDO CONSORTIUM IN STRASBOURG 1961— THE CONFERENCE WAS
AIMED ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN HEAVY LAUNCHER FOR THE INCOMING
EUROPEAN SATELLITE. COVERE ISSUED FOR THI EVENT AND CANCELLED IN
STRASBOURG ON JANUARY 30" 1961.

I CONFERENCE FOUR LA REALISAFION D'UR
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ELDO CC}NSORTIUM EUROPA i® F 1 MISSION FIRST TEST OF ENGLISH
LAUNCHER “ BLUE STREAK # TO BECOME THE FIRST STGE OF THE FUTURE

EUROPEAN LAUNCHER. Cover cancelled at Woomera, in South Australia, on June
5" 1964,
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ELDQ CONSORTIUM - * EURDPA 1 “ F4 AND 5 MISSION- LAUNCHER TEST IN CONFIGURATION
WITH INERT UPPER STAGES AND SATELLITE TEST VEHICLE. TWOQ TESTS WERE SUCCESSFULLY
PERFORMED IN WOOMERA TEST RANGE ON MAY 24 AND NOVEMBER 15% 1966.

First use of a special triangular postimark with indication of the range, program.launch date

and version of launcher or configuration.
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UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ELDO CONSORTIUM - “EUROPA 1° F 6 MISSION - LAUNCH OF EUROPA 1IN CONFIGURATION
F6“ ON AUGUST 4 1967 FROM WOOMERA TEST RANGE WITH THE SECOND STAGE DERIVED
FROM FRENCH MISSILE * CORALIE * THAT DOESN'T FIRE. THE LAUNCH WAS THEN REPEATED
AS MISSION F 6/2 IN THE SAME CONFIGURATION ON DECEMBER 6™ 1967 BUT THE
SEQUENCER COMMANDING THE SEPARATION BETWEEN SECOND AND THIRD STAGE FAILED.
Covers with triangular postmark and info en the mission configuration and launch date.
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ELDO CONSORTIUM “ EUROPA 1 - MISSION F 7 - RRST OFFICIAL ATTEMPT TO LAUNCH INTO
ORBIT THE SATELLITE TEST YEHICLE WITH THE LAUNCHER M FULL CONFIGURATION FROM
WOOMERA TEST RANGE ON NOVEMBER 30" 1968 . THE THIRD GERMAN STAGE FAILED.
Cover with the usual triangular postmark with all indication about the launch .
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ELDO CONSORTIUM * EUROPA 1" .. F 8 MISSION - SECOND ATTEMPT TO LAUNCH A TEST
SATELLITE INTO ORBIT UNFORTUNATELY NOT SUCCESSFUL FOR THE FAILURE OF THE THIRD
STAGE AGAIN . WOOMERA JUNE 2 1969.

Cover with usual triangular pastmark with all the indication about the launch.
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ELDO CONSORTIUM - “ EUROPA 1 “ - MISSION F 9 -THIRD ATTEMPT TO LAUNCH A SATELLIE
OF ABOUT 260 KG. INTC ORBIT ON JUNE 12" 1970. THERE WAS FIRST A FAILURE ON THE
THIRD GERMAN STAGE NOT CAPABLE TO REACH THE RIGHT ORBIT AND THEN A SECOND
FAILURE IN THE ITALIAN FAIRINGS OPENING. Cover with the usual triangular postmark with all
data about the flight,
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ELDO CONSORTIUM “ EUROPA 2 “ MISSION F 11 — THE PREVIOUS LAUNCH—E_!?
CONFIGURATION WAS IMPROVED WITH A FOURTH STAGE TO INSERT AN ITALIAN
SATELLITE ELDO PAS IN A GEOSTATIONNARY ORBIT FROM THE BRAND NEW TEST
RANGE OF KOURCQU IN GUYANA 1N SOUTH AMERICA NEAR TO THE EQUATOR.THE

LAUNCHFALILED TWQ MINUTES FROM START: COVER with Kourou postmark
reproduced smaller than normal.
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ESRD ORGANIZATION - MAY 29" 1967 - LAUNCH OF THE FIRST EUROPEAN SCIENTIFIC SATELLITE * ESRO 24
WITH THE NASA LAUNCHER “ SCOUT" FROM THE WESTERN TEST RANGE IN CALIFORNIA. THE MISSION WAS
UNSUCCESSFUL DUE TO A FAILURE OF THE LAUNCHER FOQURTH STAGE . THE SATELEITE WAS DESIGNED AND
MANUFACTURED BY HAWKER SIDDELEY DYNAMICS (UK ) AS PRIME CONTRACTOR.

Cover with manual postmark of Lompoc Center ( a control center for non military mission ) within Vanderberg
AFB at the date of Jaunch.

r EURQOMEAN SPACE
RESEARCH ORGANIZATION
"SCIENTIFIC SATELLITE

FIRST ESRO
LAUNCH

| ESRO.-2 —

LAUNCHED BY SCOUT FROM [
VYANDENBERG AFB F Q. Bem 3188

Hootnty Jymms Camdes, M. MEH

ESRQO ORGANIZATION . A SECOND LAUNCH ON MAY 16" 1968 FROM THE SAME RANGE AS WELL. AS
LAUNCHER WAS SUCCESSFUL. The cover shows the pestmark of Yanderberg AFB.
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ESRO ORGANIZATION - OCFOBER 3™ 1968 - LAUNCH OF THE SECOND SCIENTIFIC SATELLITE NAMED ESRO
1A “ AURORA “ FROM WESTERN TEST RANGE IN CALIFORNIA WITH THE NASA LAUNCHER “ SCOUT".

{ ATER ON OCTOBER 1* 1969 A SIMILAR SATELLITE ESRD 1B “ BOREAS “ WAS THEN LAUNCHED FROM THE
SAME BASE AND WIFH THE SAME LAUNCHER 8UT IN A SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT GCRBIT FOR CROSSING THE
CONTEMPORARY MEASUREMENT. THE SATELLITES WERE DESIGNED BY LABORATOIRE CENTRAL DE
TELECOMMUNICATIONS IN PARIS AND BELGIAN BELL TELEPHONE. Two covers with postmark of Vanderberg

AFB at the launch date.

ESRC-1 COQOPERATIVE PROGRAM SATELLITE TO
STUDY POLAR PHENCOMENA. Eere—i wns bullt in
Europe but launched in the U.5.A, under progrom
between the 10 natien Eurcpean Space Research
Organization (ESRO} and the U.5. Notional Aaro-
navtics and Spacs Administrations MASA,

ESRO 18 MULTI-NATION ROCKET

Eurcpean Space Aasearch Drgonization Experiment
by U.5.A., Belgium, Denmark, France, W. Germany,
Italy, Netherlands, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and
Upitat Kinglom, C. SARTIN
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ESRO ORGANIZATION . * HEQS SATELUTE “ THE HEQS 1, FIRST PROBE IN A CISLUNAR QRBIT . HAS BEEN
LAUNCHED BY A DELTA FROM CAPE CANAVERAL BASE IN FLORIDA ON DECEMBER 5™ 1968, A SECOND
SATELLITE HEQS 2 WAS THEN LAUNCHED FROM YANDERBERG AFB EN CALIFORNIA WITH ANDTHER NASA
DELTA VEHICLE.ON JANUARY 317 1972 BOTH INTQ ELLIPTICAL ORBITS, PRIME CONTRACTOR WAS THE

GERMAN MBE IN OTTOBRUN.
Cavers manually cancelled In Cape Canaverat and Lampoc/Vanderberg AFB at the launch date.

FUR EUROPA:

HEQS (Highly Eccentric Orhit Sateflite)
Launzhed by 11 notion team. To toke

precise meusurements of thecmagnetnc THITN
fields coming from the sun,- 7 ax Ak -t

ESRO-

HIGHLY EGCENTRIC
DRAIT SATELLITE

CRLAX M iy 253 mi

$30amPST

7 EVAOPEAN EXPERIMENTS
=0 3tudy Interpianntary physics —-—
inthe high latitude magnatasphere

Launached kv Belga,




UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESRO ORGANEZATION - MARCH 11" 1872 - LAUNCH OF TD1 { PER THOR DELTA THE LAUNCHER ) SATELLITE ,
DEDICATED TO ASTRONGMY, FROM WESTERN TEST RANGE IN CALIFORNIA. PRIME CONTRACTOR WAS ENGINS
MATRA WITH ERNG , SAAB AND HSD, ON BOARD THERE WERE TWO EXPERIMENTS OF MILAN UNIVERSITY.
Cover with manval red postmark of Lompoc Center, the Control Center fer non military satellites, at
Vanderberg AFB.
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ESROD ORGANIZATION - NOVEMBER 22™ 1972 LAUNGH OF ESRO 4 SCIENTIFIC SATELLITE FROM
YANDERBERG AFB WITHA NASA “ SCOUT" LAUNCHER. PRIME CONTRACTOR WAS ENGLISH HSD.
Caver with mechanlcal postmark of Vanderberg AFB on the launch date.
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ESRO ORGANIZATIGN - AUGUST 8% 1975 ~ LAUNCH OF SCIENTIFIC SATELLITE * COS B “ FOR GAMMA RAY
OBSERVATIONS, THE PRIME CONTRACTOR WAS MBB WITH BAC, AEROSPATIALE AND ETCA CONTRIBUTIONS.
[TALIAN SELENIA WAS RESPONSIBLE OF THE ON BOARD COMPUTER AND TELECOM PACKAGE,

Cover with mechanical postmark of Vanderberg AFB on the faunch date.

q EUROPEAN COSMIC SATELLITE
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To Study Intensity Of Gamma Ray Flux, Supernova
_ . Remnarts & Time Variofions In X-Ray Sources & Char-
‘_g&’“- acteristics OF Fulters In X-Ray & Radic Wavelangths.
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EURDPEAN SPACE AGENCY - OCTOBER 22" 1977 - ISEE2 {INTERNATIONAL SUN/EARTH EXPLORER)
SATELLITE . A NASA/ESA JOINT MISSION FOR MAGNETOSPHERE STUDY WITH LAUNGH FROM CAPE
CANAVERAL WITH A DELTA. PRIME CONTRACTOR WAS DORNIER SYSTEM. ESA covers with mechanical

postmark of Capa Canaveral
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UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESRD ORGANIZATION /ESA - GEOS SATELLITES FOR EARTH MAGNETOSPHERE RESEARCH. THE FIRST
SATELLITE HAS BEEN LAUNCHED FROM CAPE CANAVERAL IN FLORIDA ON APRIL 20® 1977 WITH A DELTA
LAUNCHER AS THE GEOS 2 IN JULY 14" 1978 BOTH SUCCESSFUL. PRIME CONTRACTOR WAS ENGLISH
BAE WITH SUPPORT OF ITALIAN CGE FIAR AND MONTEDEL.

Both covers from ESA Filat.Club with number and Cape Canaveral .postmark
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ESA PROGRAMME * QTS ORBITAL TEST SATELUTE “ -FIRST EXPERIMENTAL GEOSTATIONARY
TELECOMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE . THE FIRST LAUNCH ON SEPTEMBER 13" 1977 FAILED
FOR DELTA LAUNCHER PROBLEM WHILE THE SECOND ONE ON MAY 11" 1978 WAS
SUCCESSFLUL. Two anvelopes prepared by ESTEC Philat. Club with postmark of Cape
Canaveral and a rubber stamp in red for the first launch failure.
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ESA - “ METEOSAT PROGRAM * A SERIES OF GEOSTATIONARY SATELLITES FOR METEOROLOGY.

THE METEOSAT 1 HAS BEEN LAUNCHED BY A DELTA FROM CAPE CANAVERAL ON NOVEMBER 23" 1977.
THE OTHERS METEDSAT 2,3,4,5,6 AND 7 WERE LAUNCHED BY KDUROL RANGE USING EUROPEAN ARIANE
(THE 2 ON JUNE 19™ 1981, 3 ON JUNE 15" 1988 , 4 ON MARCH 6™ 1989 , 5 ON MARCH 21991, 60N
NOVEMBER 20" 1993 AND 7 ON SEPTEMBER 2" 1897, PRIME CONTRACTOR WAS THE FRENCH
AEROSPATIALE WITH COSMOS INDUSTRIAL CONSORTIUM.

The first launch is remembered by ESA caver numbered and with Cape Canaveral postmark while the others
are carrying the Kourou postmark on the Ariane launch dates.
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ESA - IUE [ INTERNATIONAL ULTRAVIOLET EXPERIMENT ) - FIRST ASTRONOMY SATELLITE IN
GEOSTATIONARY ORBIT FOR A JOINT NASA /ESA MISSION ON ULTRAVIOLET WAVELENGHTS.
|T WAS LAUCHED FROM CAPE CANAVERAL WITH A DELTA 2914 ON JANLARY 26" 1978 AND
HAS BEEN OPERATIVE FOR 18 YEARS.. ESA cover with Cape Canaveral mechanical postmark

on the launch gdate.
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ESA - 1SO { INFRARED SPACE DBSERVATORY SATELLITE - FIRST ASTRONOMY SATELLITE IN
|.R. FREQUENCIES LAUNCHED BY ARIANE/ FLIGHT BO ON NOVEMBER 18" 1980.
CNES envelape with Kourou manual cachet and rubber stamps of ESTEC and CSG.
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ESA “ SIRIO 2 "~ ESA ACQUIRED THE SPARE LINIT OF SIRIO SATELLITE AND WITH
AERITALIA PRIMECONTRACTORSHIP MODIFIED THE SATELLITE FOR INCLUDIND
TWO METEOROLOGICAL EXPERIMENTS MDD AND LASSO : THE SATELLITE WAS
LOST IN THE SECOND FAILURE OF ARIANE LAUNCHER ON SEPTEMBER 10th 1982.
ESA cover with Kourou postmark and red rubher stamp for mission unsuccess.
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ESA - “ GIOTTO “ MISSION - FIRST PROBE IN ALL THE WORLD TO BE LAUCHED FOR
ENCOUNTERING THE HALLEY COMET . THE LAUNCH ON JULY 2™ 1985 WITH ARIANE FROM
KOUROU HAS BEEN SUCCESSFULL SUCH AS THE ENCOUNTER WITH THE COMET ON MARCH
14" 1988 . AFTER 12000 IMPACTS CROSSING THE COMET TAIL THE SATELLITE WAS
SWITCHED OFF AND REACTIVATED THREE YEARS AFTER FOR ANQTHER ENCOUNTER WITH
GRIGG- SKJELLERUP COMET . BRITISH AEROSPACE WAS THE PRIME CONTRACTOR_

ESA covers commemaorating the launch event fram Kourou on 1985 and red mechanical
postmark of ESTEC in Holland for the Halley comet encounter on March 14" 1986,
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E5A - “ GIOTTO “ PROBE ENCOUNTER WITH HALLEY COMET

Cover cancelled in Barstow (California } where is the DEEP SPACE CENTER of Goldatone

in USA, followlng the mission, with NASA JPL Goidstone rubber stamp and ESA cachet for
Its first interplanetary misslon.
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ESOC Darmstadt cover for the *Giotto “ probe encounter with Halleys camet, with german
special postmark. on stamp issued for the event and ESOC rubber stamp,
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ESA PROGRAMME - “ GIOTTO * THE ENCOUNTER WITH HALLEY'S COMET WAS THE SUBJECT
FOR THE ISSUE OF A 22p. STAMP FY THE ENGLISH POST OFFICE. AND WAS USED BY
BRITISH INTERPLANETARY SCCIETY FOR MARKING THIS SPECIFIC COVER PREPARED BY
THE SQCIETY ABD CANCELLED WITH A SPECIAL POSTMARK IN FILTON ( BRISTOL ) IN UK
WHERE THERE WERE THE PREMISES OF BRITISH AEROSPACE . THE PRIME CONTRACTOR
OF GIOTTO PROBE. ON THE DAY OF THE ENCOU ;
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ESA PROGRAMME * GEM -GIOTTO EXTENDED MISSION “ - AFTER THE HALLEY COMET
ENCOUNTER THE GIOTTO PROBE WAS HIBERNATED ( SWITCHED OFF ) AND WAS
REACTIVATED SUCCESSFULLY ON FEBRUARY 19* 1990 FOR EXPLOITING ANOTHER M{SSION
THE ENCOUNTER WITH GRIGG SKJELLERUP COMET THAT HAPPENED ON JULY 10% 1992 .
Envelope isstied and cancelled In Darmstadt where the mission conteal center was operating

on the encounter date.
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ESA - “ OLYMPUS SATELLITE © THIS WAS THE BIGGEST TELECOMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE (N
THE WORLD ( THREE TONS } AND HAS BEEN LAUNCHED 8Y ARIANE FROM KOUROU RANGE
ON JULY 11" 1983 . THE QUALIFICATION MODEL HAD TO GO IN PASADENA AT JPL FOR
SOLAR SIMULATION TESTS BECAUSE THE NOODWIJK CHAMBER WAS NOT ENOLUGHT.

USA cover far SST at JPL with pastmark of Pasadena and ESA cover for Kourou Jaunch of
Ariane 3 /32 flight on 1983.
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ESA - EC5 ( EURCPEAN COMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE ) PROGRAMME - WITH THE
EXPERIENCE GAINED FROM OTS SATELLITE , ESA STARTED THE DESIGN OF OPERATIVE
SATELLITES FOR EURQPEAN TELECOMMUNICATIONS . THE FIRST SATELLITE WAS LAUCHED
BY ARIANE IN KOUROU RANGE ON JUNE 16™ 1983 AND THE SECOND ONE UTILIZED THE NEW
ARIANE 3 ON AUGUST 4™ 1984,
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ESA - ECS PROGRAMME- LAUNCH OF EUROPEAN TELECOMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE
ECS 4 ON SEPTEMBER 15" 1987 FROM HOUROU WITH ARIANE 3 / FLIGHT 19 AND
ECS 5 LAUNCH 5 ON JULY 21 1988 ALWAYS FROM KOURQOU WITH ARIANE 3/ V 24,
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ESA “ HIPPARCOS “ SATELLITE - FIRST ASTROMETRY MISSION , THE NAME STANDS
FOR THE GREEK ASTRONOMER AND ALSO FOR “ HIGH PRECISION PARALLAX
COLLECTING SATELLITE “. LANCHED IN KOUROU AT ELA 2 THE MISSION IN SPITE OF
INETIAL PROBLEMS WAS SUCCESSFULLY RECOVERED USING ATTITUDE CONTROL
PROPULSHON. FRENCH MATRA MARCONI WAS PRIME CONTRACTOR WITH
AERITALIA IN TURIN AS CO PRIME. ESA & AERITALIA covers with dynamic test
completion at INTESPACE in TOULOUSE and postmark ol launch in Kourou.
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NASA “ HUBBLE SPACE TELESCOPE MISSION — THE US TELESCOPE CARRIED ON
BOARD AN EUROPEAN INSTRUMENT * FAINT OBJECT CAMERA -

FOC “ FOR OBSERYING SCARCELY 1LLUMINATED OBJECTS AND WAS LAUNCHED INTO
ORBIT FROM SPACE SHUTTLE STS 31 ON APRIL 24” 1990. ESA cover manually
cancelled at KSC on jaunch date.

COOFPERATION NASA-ESA

Lanzement du Télescope Spatial Hubble eesa
Surspatn sosce agency N2

Launching ot the Hukhle Space Telescape

12

ESA/NASA JOIMT MISSION “ ULYSSES “ - THE PROBE WAS MANUFACTURED IN EUROPE
BY STAR CONSORTIUM LED BY GERMAN DORNIER WITH ITALIAN PARTICIPATION OF
FIAR ( GN BOARD POWER SUPPLY), GALILEQO ( SUN SENSORS ) AND LABEN ( ON
BOARD COMPUTER } ESA cover cancelied with special mechanical postmark
reproducing the prabe realized at ESA ESTEC Noordwijk post office on the launch date
October 6" 1990.

COOPERATION NASA -

Lancement du salellite ULYSSE @
taunching of ULYSSES salzllite BONCS Spatitn atrent, N? 217




UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA - “ ERS” ( EUROPEAN REMOTE SENSING SATELLITE y PROGRAM - SATELLITE FOR
EARTH RADAR OBSERVATION LAUNCHED WITH ARIANE 4 FROM KOLROU ELA 2 RANGE

ON JULY 17" 1991 AND ON APRIL 21 1995 ( ERS 2 ) . PRIME CONTRACTOR WAS GERMAN
DORNIER WITH MATRA MARCON! , ALENIA SPAZIO AND BRITISH AEROSPACE . IN ERS 2
PARTECIPATED ALSQ ITALIAN GALILEQ WITH “GOME" EXPERIMENT.

ESA covers with Kaurou speclal postmark for launches, FDC of Germany issued stamp

for this Earth observation satellite and red mechanlcal stamp of ESTEC center In
Naoordwljk.

—— -

EcrPu211G0F

0y'¢c
‘tIE:I::II\'
=2
m’\
U

Lancement du satellits ERS-1

: cSsa N 266
Launching of ERS-t salsllile @&mmﬁmm '

SR DDRHRS T ART

=akar-Rosth S0 o




UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA - * EURECA { EUROPEAN RETRIEVABLE CARRIER ) MISSION * . IT WAS A PLATFORM
WITH ON BOARD A SERIES OF EXPERIMENT TO BE LEFT IN ORBIT AT LEAST ONE YEAR.
ON JULY 317 1992 SHUTTLE DELIVERED IN ORBIT THE PLATFORM WITH FLIGHT STS 46
AND THEN WAS RECOVERED DURING MISSION STS 57 ON JUNE 24™ 1993, PRIME
CONTRACTOR WAS ERNO MBB AND AERITALIA DESIGNED THE CARBON FIBER PRIMARY
STRUCTURE,

The two ESA covers has been postmarked at KSC on t~= day of Shuttle start : one is

made using an USA hologram postal envelops manv “~celled at KSC while the second
one has the Shuttie KSC usual postmark. h




UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA - “EURECA ( EUROPEAN RETRIEVABLE CARRIER ) MISSION - RECOVERY QF THE
PLATFORM IN ORBIT AFTER ONE YEAR OF OPERATION ON JUNE 24™ 1993




UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

MISSIONE NASA/ESA/ASI “SOHO SOLAR AND HELIOSPHERIC OBSERVATORY “ -
LAUNCH OF EUROPEAN SCIENTIFIC SATELLITE “SOHO™ “ WITH ON BOARD THE
EXPERIMENT UVCS (ULTRA VIOLET CORON PH SPECTROMETER)
MANUFACTURED IN ALENIASPAZIOWITHT \OMY OBSERVATORY
COLLABORATING WITH ITALIAN SPACE AGF - & = = ™
THE LAUNCH CAME ON DECEMBER 2™ 1F ok . -
FROM KENNEDY SPACE CENTER
AS APPEARS IN THE ESA COVER
MANUALLY CANCELLED AT KSC.
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UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA PROGRAMME “ CLUSTER * - SCIENTIFIC SATELLITES FOR STUDY AND OBSERVATION OF
EARTH MAGNETOSPHERE. THE FIRST GROUP OF FOUR PROBES WERE LAUNCHED WITH
THE FIRST LAUNCH OF ARIANE 5 ON JUNE 4" 1996 FROM ELA 3 IN KOUROU AND LOST IN
THE FAILLURE OF THE LAUNCHER: THEY WERE RECONSTRUCTED AND LAUNCHED N
COUPLE TWOQ PER TIME : FIM6 AND 7 ON JULY 16" 2000 AND FM5 AND 8 ON AUGLST
Sth2000 FROM BAYKONOUR COSMODROM WITH SOYUZ FREGAT. PRIME CONTRACTOR
WAS DORNIER WITH ITALIAN FIAR ( ON BOARD POWER SUBSYSTEM) AND LABEN ( ON
BOARD COMPUTER ). CNES envelope with ofd Kourou postrnark and ESA HQ rubber stamp.
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UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA PROGRAMME “ ARD- ATMOSPHERIC REENTRY DEMONSTRATOR “ - STUDY AND
DESIGN OF A REENTRY CAPSULE LAUNCHED ON DCTOBER 21= 1998 BY ARIANES IN
KOURQU WITH FLIGHT 503 FROM ELA 3 BASE . LANDED ON THE INDIAN QCEAN IN THE
SAME DAY AFTER A FLIGHT OF 100 MINUTES. PRIME CONTRACTOR WAS THE FRENCH
AEROSPATIALE WITH DASA, MATRA MARCONI SPACE , SABCA AND ALENIA SPAZID
RESPONSIBLE FOR REENTRY AND LANDING SUBSYSTEMS. ALENIA covers for flight test
on Mediterranean sea on July 1996 from the ASI base of Trapani Milo.
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UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA PROGRAMME “ ARD — ATMOSPHERIC REENTRY DEMONSTRATOR " . THE
CAPSULE WAS LAUNCHED FROM KOURQU ON JUNE 15" 1998 AND WAS USED AS

FIRST EUROPEAN SPACE COURIER CARRYING ON BOARD 1920 COVERS RECOVERED
IN THE PACIFIC OCEAN,
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UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

NASA PROGRAMME “ CASSINI* - INTERPLANETARY PROBE TO SATURN - ON BOARD OF
THE PROBE THERE WAS AN ESA LANDER NAMED “ HUYGENS © FOR STUDYING THE
ATMOSPHERE AND SOIL OF SATURN'S MQON TITAN . LAUNCHEE FROM KSC WITH ATITAN
IV ON OCTOBER 15" 1997 * CASSINI “ WAS ALSO EQUIPPED WITH A 4 M. DIAMETER
ANTENNA , DESIGNED IN ITALY BY ALENIA SPAZIO IN ROME , FOR THE INTERPLANETARY
TELECOMMUNICATIONS. Two American covers with speclal postmarks for the launch
October 15" 1937 and for the reaching of Satum’s orhit.

MISSION T SATIRS

CASSINI-HUYGENS

MISSION TO SATURN & TITAN

_' ) N.»

ORBIT INSERTION JUNE 30, 2004
MISSICN CONTROL )
NASA JEI PROPULSION @esa @_ﬁci

LABDORATCRY
PASADENA, CALIFORMIA Yokora




UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

£5A PROGRAMME - “ XMM REWTON XRAY TELESCOPE “ A BIG TELESCOPE, MORE THAN 8
METER LONG. LAUNCHED BY ARIANE 5 ON FLIGHT 504 ( 119" FLIGHT FROM THE
PROGRAMME START ) FROM KOURQU ELA 3 RANGE ON DECEMSER 10" 1993,

Two covers with Kourou postmark and Arlanespace Hight indication.
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UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA PROGRAMME “ ARTEMIS * - FIRST EUROPEAN BIG DATA RELAY SATELLITE
LAUNCHED IN ELA 3 RANGE IN KOUROU BY ARIANE 5 ON JULY 12" 2001. PRIME
CONTRACTOR WAS ALENIA SPAZIO WITH FIAT AVIO RESPONSIBLE OF PROPULSION, FIAR
FOR ON BPOARD POWER SUPPLY AND TELESPAZIO FOR GOUND SEGMENT . Laltinl
envelope with Kourou postmark an the launch date.
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ESA PROGRAMME * ENVISAT “ IT WAS THE MOST COMPLEX EUROFEAN EARTH
OBSERVATION SATELLITE-LAUNCHED BY ARIANE 5 IN KOURDU ON MARCH 1% 2002,
ALENIA SPAZIO WAS RESPONSIBLE OF MIPAS ( HIGH ATMOSPHERE INTERFERCMETER ).
Lollinl envelope with Kourou postmark at the launch date.
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UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA PROGRAMME “ INTEGRAL “ - ASTROPHYSICS LABORATORY WITH A TELESCOPE FOR
OBSERVING STARS IN THE GAMMA RAY WAVELENGHT. LAUNCHED BY A RUSSIAN “ PROTON *
BY BAYKONOUR RANGE ON OCTOBER 17t 2002. Lollini cover with postmark of Baykonour and

Proten an the Faunch day.
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ESA PROGRAMME " MARS EXPRESS “ - LAUNCH OF THE PROBE FOR THE EXPLORATION OF
THE RED PLANET WITH A PROIf. PILLINGER LANDER NAMED “ BEAGLE 2 “ FROM BAYKONOUR
RANGE WITH SOYUZ LAUNCHER ON JUNE 2 2003. Lollini cover postmarked at Baykonour on

the launch date and with Sayuz postmark.
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UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA PROGRAMME = CORQT * - SCIENTIFIC SATELLITE FOR EXOPLANETS RESEARCH
LAUNCHED BY BAYKONOUR WITH A SOYUZ FREGAT LAUNCHER ON DECEMBER 26"
<2006.LoHini envelope with Cosmadrom Baykonour postmark and Xazachstan mail
cancettation on the launch date.
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ESA/NASA COLLABORATION PROGRAMME “ JASON 2 * - SCIENTIFIC SATELLITE FOR THE
OCEAN SURFACE TOPOGRAPHY LAUNCHED BY A DELTA 2 FROM VANDERBERG AFB ON JUNE
20" 2008. Lollini envelope with new Vanderberg postmark on the Jaunch date.
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UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA PROGRAMME - “ VENUS EXPRESS PROBE “ LAUNCH OF THE PROBE TOWARDS VENUS
PLANET FROM THE BAYKONOUR BASE WITH A SOYUZ LAUNCHER ON NOVEMBER 9%
2008 . ALENIA cover with Baykonour canceliation and and ESA stamp in cyriltic
characters and cover frarm Damstadt cancelled mechanicaily at ESQC , the misslon control
center.
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UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA PROGRAMME * GOCE GRAVITY FIELD AND STEADY STAYTE OCEAN CIRCULATION
EXPLORER “ - A VERY COMPLEX SCIENTIFIC SATELLITE FOR THE QCEAN STUDY AND
CONTROL DESIGNED BY ALENEA SPAZIO AND LAUNCHED BY PLESETZK COSMODROM ON
MARCH 17% 2009. Russian caverwith cosmodrom pastmark and Alenia cover for this
satellite that came out in Turin with russian pastmark.
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UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA PROGRAMME ° GALILEQ “ - LAUNCH OF SATELLITE * GIOVE B * FOR PREPARING AND
TESTING THE NEW GLOBAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM FOR EUROPE FROM
COSMODROM BAYKONOUR ON APRIL 27 2004 WITH SOYUZ .Lollini envelope reglstred with
postmark of Baykonour and Soyuz.

KOQSXANRGM
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ESA PROGRAMME * SMQS SOIL MOISTURE AND OCEAN SALINITY CONTROL * - SCIENTIFIC
SATELLITE FOR MEASURING THE ABOVE CHARACTERISTICS LAUNCHED BY ROCKOT MISSILE
FROM PLESETSK ON NOVEMBER 2 2009 TOGHETER WITH “PROBA 2 “ TECHNOLOGY
SATELLITE: '

MAPHER 104170
APRAHIHIACKDR
QBAALTH
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UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA PROGRAMME - HERSCHEL AND PLANCK SATELLITES “ - THE FIRST CARRIED AN LR.
SPACE TELESCOPE WHILE THE SECOND ONE HAD TO MAP THE COSMIC BACKGROUND .
BOTH LAUNCHED BY THE SAME ARIANE 3 IN KOURQU ON MAY 14™ 2009.

Covers of the launch one from Kourou and one with speclai postntark made in Frascati

{ itely  where ESA has a center for collecting and distyvibuting scientific data.
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UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA PROGRAMME “ ROSETTA “ - FIRST DEEP SPACE PROBE TO BECOME COMEY CREBMER, AND COMET
LANDER { * PHILAE * ) FOR RENDEZ-¥OUS WITH 87P CHURYUMQV - GERASIMENKO COMET AND
INSPECTION OF ASTERQIDS STEINS AND LUTETIA.

PRIME CONTRACTOR ASTRIUM AND ALENIA WAS RESPONSIBLE OF ASSEMBLY INTEGRATION AND
VERIFICATION, IT WAS LAUNCHED BY ELA 3 IN KOURCL BY ARIANE 5 G + VERSION ON MARCH 2 2004,
The two covers are with pastmark of Kourou on the day of the launch with additional rubber stamps.
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ESA PROGRAMME " ROSETTA “ - THE LANDER “ PHILAE” LANDED ON COMET 67P
CHURYUMOV-GERASIMENKQ. COVER with postmark of Goddard Space Flight
Center on the day of touch down and speclal cover with german postmark of

Control Center,

bt

Churyumov-Gerasimenko

NASA Goddard Spacefiight Center, MD
Novembar 12,2014

On November 72,2014 the Philae robatic lander that
accompanied the Rosetta spacecralt on its ten-year
journey w Comet 67P achieved an historic First-evar
controtled touchdowm on a comet nucleus.
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UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA PROGRAMME “ GAIA “ —GLOBAL ASTROMETRIC INTERFEROMETER FOR
ASTROPHYSICS STUDIES - LAUNCH OF THE SPACE PROBE FROM KOUROU ON
DECEMBER 19" 2013.

GAIA

Glahai Astrometric
Interferometer for Astrophysics
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ESA PROGRAM * LISA “ — EUROPEAN SATELLITE FOR GRAVITATIONAL WAVES
DETECTION LAUNCHED BY KOUROU ON DECEMBER 3™ 2015
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UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA PROGRAMME “ COPERNICUS * — LAUNCH OF THE FIRST SATELUITE “ SENTINEL
1A “ AND THE SECOND SATELLITE “ SENTINEL 2A “ FOR EARTH SYSTEM
OBSERVATION . COVERS CANCELLED AT KQUROU BASE AT LAUNCH DATES APRIL
3™ 2014 AND JUNE 23™ 2015.

ﬁ. SENTINEL 1A
~ e il primo satellite del programma
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Imrnagin’ radar del a Terra cantinie,
sistematicas ¢ altamerte atfidabili

Crecit: LSA
Ik cantributa euripeo ata studio del suclo,
del mare, dellatrmosfera 2 dei camb-ament)
climat i, e alla zestione delle energenes

della sicurerza
“ TistursiLd

AS [T AF - ASSOCIAZIDNE [TALIANA DI ASTROFILATEL'A

—N\N/\ OS5 FLT L218 S g
VEGH 0 Amnncae P




UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA PROGRAMME “ CRYOSAT 2 “ — THE SCIENTIFIC SATELLITE FOR POLE ICE
OBSERVATION WAS LAUNCHED WITH EURCCKOT FROM BAYKONOLUR ON APRIL
g% 2010,
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ESA PROGRAMMIE “ JASON 3 “— SCIENTIFIC SATELLITE LAUNCHED FROM
VANDERBERG AFB ON JANUARY 17 2016
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UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA PROGRAMME “ SPACELAB - SPALCE LARORATORY “ - THE AGREEMENT NASA/ESA
ASSIGNED TO EURGPE THE DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT OF THIS SCIENTIFIC LABORATORY
TO BE FEOWN INTO THE CARGOQ BAY OF THE SHUTTLE . THIS FDC IS CONCERNING A SPECIFIC
40 Pf OF A GERMAN INDUSTRY AND TECHNOLOGY SERIES SHOWING THE FUTURE SPACELAB
FLYING WITH THE SHUTTLE . THE PRIME CONTRACTOR FOR EUROPE WAS YFW FOKKER ERNO
IN BREMEN WITH IMPORTANT ITALIAN CONTRIBUTION OF AERITALIA AND MICROTECNICA IN
TURIN ( PRIMARY AND SECONDARY STRUCTURE AND ACTIVE AND PASSIVE THERMAL
CONTROL OF THE MODULE ). ERNO covers celebrating the agreement for Spacelat and later
an ,the second one, the flight unit delivery ta ESA with a special postmark on December 12
1981.
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UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA PROGRAMME “ SPACELAB “ - FIRST FLIGHT OF SPACELAB ON BOARD OF THE SHUTTLE

ON NOVEMBER 28“ 1983 ( MISSION 575 € } The two covers with the speclal postmark of KSC Indicating
the NASA foundation 25" Anniversary have been prapared by Aeritalia Phil. Ciub as well as the second one
: : " on the launch day.
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UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA PROGRAMME “ SPACELAB - EUROPEA SPACE LABORATORY “ FOR THE FIRST FLIGHT
MISSION OF SPACELASB ON BOARD OF THE SHUTTLE TWO BiG SPECIAL MANUAL
POSTMARAKS WERE USED BY THE US MAIL ON HOUSTON AND EDWARDS SITES ONLY FOR

THIS EVENT AND NEVER AGAIN.

N NASA )

Fabral Mo auirs sl
e ST ginahon

Immwﬂu
In Chitty St NASA — rem
InLore Eoaale 7, .y
n Welirrmm: NASA - raa

DUt yphctisk wid wiris dwuludeu
Astvnaniow [0 dex ¥ ltrecmd

. oy

Spacehab-1 #irst '['moe in Urhit
Homstnn Mikdon Coatrnl Center

- Cover produced T
eSa e in the USA_ A

DSl

JORGEH PETEH ESDERS
FPostach 31 434

100 Barlin (Weal) - 31
Cemony - Allamagra




UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA PROGRAMME * SPACELAB THE EUROPEAN SPACE LABORATORY “ - THE SECOND FLIGHT
OF SPACELAB ON BOARD OF THE SPACE SHUTTLE CAME ON MISSION STS 51 B STARTED ON

APRIL 29" 1985 AND RETURN ON MAY &™.

The ESA envelopes were derived from USA prestamped envelopes with NASA flag and
cancelled at K5C at launch and at Edwards AFB at return to Earth.
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UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA PROGRAMME “ SPACELABR THE EUROPEAN SPACE LAEORATORY “ - THE THIRD FLIGHT
OF SPACELAB ON BOARD OF THE SPACE SHUTTLE CAME ON MISSION STS 51 F STARTED ON
JULY 29™ 1985 AND RETLRN ON AUGUST &™,

The ESA envelopes were derlved from USA prestamped envelopes with NASA flag and
cancelted at KST at launch and at Edwards AFB at retusrn ta Earth.

39%1 DU SPACELAB
SPACELAB FLIGHT SRy

PHOTO SL-9
SL-2 =< PORTE
INSTRUMENTS LIS

OVOL ON GPAGELAB
SPAGELAR HLIGHT

LN 8 USA 22
MISSION 51F {H oy o m USA 22
\ .JC5 ;'
SPRTIALE C‘D NS
R
& m:m: %
&
<] 4;"
% Y
. ©
*

2 .
S space ™
39"[ Nt SPAGELAB
SPAGEILAB HIGHT o5




UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA PROGRAMME “ SPACELAB THE EUROPEAN SPACE LABORATORY * - THE FOURTH FLIGHT
OF SPACELAB ON BOARD OF THE SPACE SHUTTLE CAME ON MISSION STS 61 A STARTED ON
OCTOBER 30th 1985 AND RETURN ON NOVEMBER 6",

The ESA envelopes were derived from USA prestamped envelopes with NASA flag and
cancelled at KSC at launch . at Houston and at Edwards AFB at return to Earth.
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UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA PROGRAMME * SPACELAB — EURQOPEAN SPACE LABORATORY “ TWO IMPORTANT
SPACELAS MISSIONS HAVE BEEN DRGANIZED BY GERMANY WITH MANY EUROPEAN
PAYLOADS ON BOARD. D1 ON OCTOBER 30TH 1985 SHUTTLE MISSION STS 61A ( specific
envelope from ERNQ with speciai german postmark on the 40 pf, Issued in 1975 showing
Shuttle with Spacelab onboard and signature of eurapean astronaut Wubbo Ockels ) AND
D2 ON APRIL 28" 1993 ON STS 55 ( envelope with KSC cancellation on the start date and

speclfic D2 rubber stamp ).
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UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA/NASA COOPERATION PROGRAMME ” MPLM — LOGISTIC MODULES * . THREE
MODLULES WERE DELIVERED BY THALES ALENJA SPACE TO NASA. THE FIRST
MODULE CALLED “ LEONARDO “ FLEW ON MARCH 8" 2001 , SERVICED 155 SEVEN
TIMES AND COMPLETED HIS LIFE INTEGRATED TO ISS. THE SECOND “ RAFFAELLO “
FLEW FIRST ON APRIL 19" 2001 AND WAS IN SPACE OTHER TWO TIMES: THE
THIRD " DONATELLO “ NEVER FLEW.




UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA PROGRAMME “ ATV - AUTOMATED TRANSFER VEHICLE “ - A SPACE VEHICLE LAUNCHED
BY ARIANE 5 FOR RESUPPLY/REBOOST SPACE STATION. THE FIRST ATV “ JULES YERNE “WAS
LAUNCHED FROM KOUROU ON MARCH 9 2008, Cover of launch from Kourou and ather
caver flown on board to ISS and returned on board of MPLM “Leonardo “on STS 126 (it was

then postmarked at KSC on February 4% 2009 ).
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UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE .

ESA PROGRAMME “ ATV - AUTOMARED TRANSFER VEHICLE “ - LAUNCH OF ATV 2 “
JOANNES KEPLER “ FROM KOUROU ELA 3 ON FEBRUARY 16t 2011 WITH ARIANE 5.

Cover of launch in Kourou and caver fiown on board of ATV2 and retumed Earth
on July 21%t 2011, transported by STS 135in MPLM “ Raffaello * and postmarked at KSC.
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UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA PROGRANMME “ ATV — AUTOMATED TRANSFER VEHICLE “ - THE THIRD CARGO
VEHICLE WAS CALLED “ EDQARDO AMALDI” AND WAS LAUNCHED ON MARCH
23rd 2012. IN THIS MODULE FLEW THE OTHER COVER REFTURNED TO EARTH ON
SPACE X DRAGON CAPSULE CRS 1 ON OCTOBER 3" 2012.The first cover was
cancelled in Kourou at the launch date while the second was cancelled at Houston,
the Mission Control Center latter on November 2* 2012 when returned on Earth.
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UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA PROGRAMME “ ATV — AUTOMATED TRANSFER VEHICLE * — THE FOURTH
CARGO VEHICLE WAS CALLED " ALBERT EINSTEIN“ AND WAS LAUNCHED ON JUNE
5™ 2013. IN THIS MODULE FLEW THE OTHER COVER RETURNED TQ EARTH ON
SPACE X DRAGON CAPSULE CRS 3 ON NOVEMBER 2013.The first cover was
cancelled in Kourou at the taunch date while the second was cancelled at Houston,
the Mission Control Center latter on November 2™ 2013 when returned on Earth.
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UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA PROGRAMME " ATV — AUTOMATED TRANSFER VEHICLE “ - THE FIFTH AND
LAST CARGO VEHICLE WAS CALLED " GEOGES LEMAITRE” AND WAS LAUNCHED
ON JULY 29" 2014, THIS MODULE COMPLETED {TS MISSION SELF DESTROYING
WHEN ENTERED IN THE EARTH ATMOSPHERE ON FEBRUARY 15 2015,
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UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA PROGRAMME * VEGA “ - FOURTH LAUNCH WITH IXV ~ ELJROPEAN SPACE
AGENCY INTERMEDIATE EXPERIMENTAL VEHICLE . COVER with postmark of
Kourou launch on February 11" 2015 and recovery on the same day .
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UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA PROGRAMME “ ARIANE * - THIS IS THE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME FOR AN
EURQPEAN LAUNCHER THERE WERE THREE MAIN YERSIONS DURING THE DEVELOPMENT :
ARIANE 1 WITH 11 LAUNCHES FROM THE FIRST IN ABSOLUTE ON DECEMBER 24th1979,
ARIANE 3 WITH 17 LAUNCHES BETWEEN AUGUST 4™ 1984 AND ARIANE 4 THAT FROM
JUNE 15" 1988 DID 116 LAUNCHES IN THE YARIOUS VERSIONS FROM 40 TO 44L, THE

MOST POWERFUL. Two ESA envelopes for the first flight with different postmarks and
launch number/date .
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UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA PROGRAMME “ ARIANE 4 “ - FIRST LAUNCH OF VERSION 4 OF ARIANE ON JUNE 15
1983 FROM KOUROU RANGE: Two ERNO MBB and AERITALIA covers cancelled at Kourou
with the current postmark and an ESA card with red mechanical postmark used at ESTEC In
MNoordwljk on the launch date.
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UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA PROGRAMME “ ARIANE * - DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME FOR AN EUROPEAN
INDEPENDENT LAUNCHER : ARIANE 1 FROM DECEMBER 24t 1979 with 11 FLIGHTS, ARIANE
3 FROM AUGUST 4t 1984 WITH 17 FLIGHTS AND ARIANE 4 FROM JUNE 15t 1988 WITH 116
FLIGHTS. Covers of the first launch of ARIANE 1, of the first ARIANE 3 of the 50% launch, of

the 100t launch and of the end of ARIANE 4 flighty ™~




UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA PROGRAMMA © ARIANE 5 “ IT WAS THE FIRST EUROPEAN HEAVY L& UNCHER AND
STARTED THE LAUNCH CAMPAIGH FOR QUALIFICATION ON JUNE 4" 19965 WITH A FAILURE
{ A B0%1 ). AFTER MORE THAN ONE YEAR ON OCTOBER 30" 1997 THE SECOND FLIGHT WAS
SUCCESSFUL ( A 502 ) AND BECAME OPERATIONAL WITH A 504 LAUNCH ON DECEMBER
10" 1999. CNES envelope with new postmark of Kourou and rubber stamps for the launch
number and date as well as CSG ( Centre Spatial Guyanais )
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UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA PROGRAMME “ VEGA “ - A SMALL LAUNCHER WAS NECESSARY FOR COMPLETING THE
ESA FAMILY AND INTEGRATE THE CAPABILITIES ALREADY OFFERED B8Y THE POWERFUL ARIANE
5 AND THE “ WORKHORSE “ SOYUZ NOW WELL INTEGRATED WITH KOURDU RANGE
FACILITIES. THE FIRST FLIGHT OF VEGA * VETTORE EUROPEC GENERAZIONE AVANZATA *
(STANDING FOR ADVANCED GENERATION EUROPEAN LAUNCHER ) CAME IN FEBRUARY 13th
2012 DELIVERING INTO ORBIT NINE SATELLITES , ONE OF THEM WAS THE ITALIAN “ LARES “.

— - — .

W01 = maiden launch;ot he new smait launch vehicie
VEGA {Vertone Europed Genemzione AvarlZata}
o the Kourou Europear Spareport. February 13, 2012.
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UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA PROGRAMME “ VEGA “ SECOND LAUNCH OF VEGA WITH THREE SATELLITES GN BOARD
TO BE RELEASED ON DIFFERENT ORBITS. ASITAF cover for the launch on May 6" 2013 with

Kourou postmark.
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On Manday, May 6, 2033 at 11:9& pm local time in French
“ mal m 3 Gulana, Arianespace successfully [aurched a Vega racked from
the Gufana space Center (CSG), orbiting the Proba-V,
s wmchmmt b e vt hejt Bevmprlemmy Vi, WNREDSat-1 and ESTCube-1 salollites. This was tha sacond
il FAOMAY MSER - 1 § I Cred siwressful VEGA rocket lauerch from Gusana Spare Center,




UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA PROGRAMME “ VEGA “ - THIRD LAUNCH OF IIMPROVED VEGA
PERFORMANCE WITH DZZ+HR AIRBUS SATELLITE AND KAZEOSAT 1 OF
KAZAKHSTAN . COVER with postmark of Kourou on April 30™ .
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UNITED EUROPE IN SPACE

ESA “ SOYUZ UTILIZATION FROM KQURQOU ELS “ ARRIVAL QF SOYUZ FROM RUSSIA AND
FIRST AND SECOND LAUNCH FROM FOUROU RANGE. French covers with Kourou postmarks
on the dates of the events.
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