: ETHIOPIA : THE PRE-U.P.U. PERIOD

This exhibit begins with the Napier expedition (October 1867—June 1868) that was organized to release British
people held captive by Emperor Theodore of Abyssinia. That was the first postal system organized in Ethiopia.

Postal history of Egyptian and Italian occupation of Assab and Massaua is not of interest of this study.

The first Ethiopian stamps were printed in 1894 in France, the first courier franked with Ethiopian stamps; left
Harrar on the 31st of January 1895. This Exhibit ends in February 1909. Ethiopia entered U.P.U. on the 1st of No-
vember 1908 when the last set of 1894 overprinted stamps was issued and Ethiopian stamps became sufficient for
franking mail to abroad. So | also documented the early postal rates for mail originated in Ethiopia with Ethiopian staimps
alone and, to close the exhibit, | inserted a cover from early April 1909 franked with stamps of the new definitive set.

Plan: the exhibit is divided into chapters and sub-chapters (see box below), chronologically organized according to the
periods defined by Tristant in his Ethiopian postal history book as that definition seems to me the most logic. | associat-
ed a colour to each chapter to let easier the understanding of the development of this study.

Each chapter and sub-chapter begins with a brief introduction explaining the contents of the following sheets.

The postal history has been carefully documented illustrating postal rates and postmarks on mail from and to Ethiopia in
the late 1800’s and from and to each Post Office in early 1900’s, when mail of different origin had a different postal rate.
Parallel | illustrated the different issues obtained invalidating the 1894 set with control overprints after the Universal Ex-
position of 1900 in Paris, where a lot of sets of the 1894 issue were sold under the face value.

Inside each period it was also inserted postal material able to testify historical events, the progress of the country, the
work of foreign people in Ethiopia, the mail from foreign countries.

| avoid to frequently emphasize the grade of rarity even if most of items for some details are Very rare or unique.

But when | underline that an item is one of the xx reported, | refer to the items registered in a database | built zibout
twenty years ago and updated until now with the help of the U.S.A. Ethiopian Philatelic Society friends, where scans: and

data of almost 1350 outgoing postal items originated in Ethiopia between 1895 and February 1909 are reported, that is
estimated as about the 85% of survived mail.

Personal research and study: the database of the Ethiopian mail from the pre-Upu period that | created in Access: and
whaose Excel version | put at disposition of friend collectors for their studies, was also at the base of my personal studies
that | mainly published in the Ethiopian philatelic Society’s newsletter Menelik’s Journal . Studying the data of item:s ex-
tracted from my database by opportune queries | was able to carry on several researches that led me to important dis-
coveries that changed part of the early Ethiopian postal history as it was previously known.

Page 211-—|
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. THE NAPIER EXPEDITION (1867-68)

—_—

" In 1862 Tewodros, Emperor of Abyssinia, entrusted a letter to Captain Camerum, British Consul at |

| Massawah, to be delivered to Queen Victory. In the letter he asked to be helped in the war against |

- Egyptians and Turkish that invaded his territories. The Queen did not answer, so Tewodros imprisoned |

. Consul Cameron and more English people that were in Abyssinia. Queen Victory sent a diplomat, Ras- ‘

' sam, in order to obtain the liberation of the captives, but also Rassam was imprisoned. British could |

l not tolerate such an insult and the war was mandatory.An expedition was organized with troops formed |

- by Indian soldiers and English officers under the command of the General Lieutenant Sir Robert Na-

| pier. About 40.000 people composed the Expedition. Aimost without opposition Napier's army arrived

. to Magdala, where there was Tewodros : the Emperor, not to surrender, committed suicide. Prisoners | -

‘were liberated, and Magdala burnt. Then, quickly, British troops left the country. ) d
Postal nates granted Expedition’s membexs for mail up te 12 cunce
e England e India
Via Southamptan Via Marseilles
Officev’s Letters (military and naval) 4 (nnas (6 d.) 6 Annas 6 Pies (10 d.) 4 Arnas
Since 1-4-68 8 (nnas 8 Pies (1 Sh[14d.)
Sotdiex’s and sailons lettens 8 Pies (1d.) 4 Qnnas (6d.) 1 Qana
Civitians lettens 6 Annas (9 d.) 8 Qnnas 8 Pies (1 S4]14d.) 6 Annas

Jndian and Buitish stamps wexe valid for franking mail from the Expedition and when stamps were not available the
addressee had to pay the pestal rate without any cvedtac .

ANSLEY BAY AND THE BASE CAMP OF ZOULLA

Ansley Bay, in the Red Sea, was chosen as point of arrival of all ships and Zoulla, about 700 km.
far from Magdala, as Base Camp of the army.
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23vd Manch 1868. Letter sent by the Lieutenant Jechill from board of the “HMS STAR?” at that mement in the (nsley
Bay, like noted in the vertically inscviption at the left of the front side. It was addressed to England and franked at 6
Pence (pestal nate for lettows of officers via Southampton ), canceled at avival with numexal “28” en 28th of April 1865.
Fhe “HMS STAR” was a 4-gun woeden gun vessel of 695 tans that cpenated at ex neax the (nstey Bay.




ANSLEY BAY AND THE BASE CAMP OF ZOULLA
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ddress on the Back of the
plied contract. (Red. 707,)

2nd Nouember 1867. Data of awival handunitien en a contract for hiving (rab saifing
wessel amived from Hedeida. (At Zoubla the Bounder Master of the Expedition fad te
hine vessels from Oden and Hedeida fox the transpent of soldiens and matexial.

. ) S ——— O'G"E'PDS%
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F.F. (Field Force) F.F.P.O

%

Qﬁtﬁ]amay!b’é&.ﬁwuﬂmtﬁe{ﬂau@amp#Zmdh(hmﬁz&d)hmﬁedwﬁ4ﬂuuaac{$ﬁtkﬁﬂndian{
1866 (pestal wate for officers via Scuthampton). The date 26[1/68 was handunitten on the stamp by the sendex to
aueid its theft Before it was cancelled by the “FF” (Field Force) in a diamond pestmank. On the back, as wsual, the
civeubar “FIELD FORCE POST OFFICE/ABYSSINIA” (26 JA 68) in ved inf as the franfing is coviect; it had




' ANSLEY BAY AND THE BASE CAMP OF ZOULLA
Mail from abroad arrived at the Zoulla post office that sorted it by destination

AL,

2nd Qprit 1868. Incoming coven from Ceadle (Ingtand,) franfied at 10 pence, pesta vate fox lettens of officers
from and te England via Manseiltes untit 315t March 68. Jt is the only postal vate modified during the Expe-
ditian: on 1ot of (puil it ancse to 1 S | 1d. , 3 d. Righex. So the cover, fuanked according the obd pestal wate,
was tazed at 3 d. and the mark “INSUFFICIENTLY PRE-PAID” was stusch on the frant-side.

Jn this case at the Zoulla post office the cavex escaped the postmark “F.F.P.O” in black ink that is tacking on
the Back side.

3nd QApril 1868. Tncoming cover from Bangalaxe via Bombay to the Expedition. The cover was franked at
4 Qnnas, pestal xate fox covens of officens tofor from India. Fhe “F.F.P.O.” mark dated 21st Qpuil
1868 in ned ink, signal of comect franking, was exceptionally ostuich on the front side by the Zoulla post
affice .




o ANSLEY BAY AND THE BASE CAMP OF ZOULLA

"-—-\"1.4.‘_

8th Maxch 1868. &duamﬂyﬂqualgmmf&md “sm#wmm”mmmm Hdeldtuuﬁwnﬁed
with a stamp at 6 Annas8 Pies pestal vate for letters of officers to England via Manseilles, cancelled with
pestmark “FF” in a diamend. Duvand’s wife note: “Received (pril 7th 1868 Answered te Zoola...”

On the back side the departure Expedition’s pestmark “F.F.P.O.” of Zoulla dated 13 MA 68.

THE INTERNAL POSTAL SERVICE OF THE EXPEDITION
On arrival in Abyssinia the postal establishment was created and sited near the pier at Zoulla. An at-
tempt was made to carry the packets by paid Shoho runners. However it was soon found that instead
of delivering they often destroyed the letters. On the 16th January orders were issued that the pack-
ets in future should be carried by troopers of the 3rd Light Cavalry, whose horses had died or were
sick, and who were mounted for the duty on mules especially selected for the service. In a second
time that service was entrusted to the 10th Bengal Cavaliry.

156 Febuuarny 1868. Tncoming coven fram Bembay to the Expedition. (s the cover was not franfied a stamp with a
 boaed indication of the tac to be paid “Bearing 1 Anna” was stuich an the frent, pestal vate for seldiens’ covens
from Jndia. Exceptionally en the front side the “F.F.P.O.” mak in black ink, signal of undexpaid cove.

Jt was addwessed to a soldiex of the “3vd Bombay Light Cavalvy” whose toopers wexe enbucsted of the intennal
pestal sexvice of the Eapedition. Less then five covens fram India franfied with the seldievs pestal vate are veported.




& IN MARCH TOWARDS MAGDALA

The army set out from Senafe (Headquarters of Gen. Napier) on 18th of January 1868 directed to Magdala

The march was fast as the enemy was waiting the British troops in that place and no obstacle was found
along the way.

COVER FROM THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF SIR ROBERT NAPIER FOM GONEGONDA CAMP
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Sth Februany 1868. Gauu“@..m ﬁeaa‘.ed Gemandumﬁ'ﬂw{’o@#m”taﬂm@madﬂwodddm
On the Back the “F.F.P.O.” in ved ink and the datestamp of awival “ADEN STR. POINT” dated 10 FE 68 .

The enclased Cetter, dated Febuary 5, was handumitten and signed by the Genenal Napiex at “Camp Qanegonda
75 miles from Zoulla”, and it begins : “My deax Russell...”




IN MARCH TOWARDS MAGDALA
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25th Maxch 1868. This cover awived tafaaduumtampedaudmta@d&y.t&emdcu“MORE TO PAY” and
the handunitten words “Not Fvanked” and “1|7 1]2 d”. That couer shows trace of stamps in the vight upper part,
cver the number “(13)” and both the Duplex pestmark dated “29 MA 8" and the “F.F.P.O.” (dated 1 AP 8) en
the back side were stuik in ved ink (signal of coect franking ). Number “(13)” means the cover fiad te be franfed at
73amlao(dduﬂem{a&eﬁﬁwauiaﬂamei!ﬂea)tﬁatpaﬂdlymw;'tﬁfaﬁ.and?f[?d.taxmunt,ﬂ'&fd
cover was cowectly franked at departure and stamps wee loot duxing the tavel. Tn the text: “ Maxch 25tk 1465
(lBout 15 miles South of Lat” (about 75 miles from Magdala ).
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31st Maxch 1868. Letter sent to England

: PV A‘%NMJ‘MJL‘WJPW
frem a mobile Camp at 40 miles from ﬁé% R
Magdala (frem the teat). On the front | wisa ek ni K3y [

thewe is the inscuiption “Officer’s letter No | S \,,é..d &7 )‘
stamp procurable” and the taz “10”, the | o ?‘E __

amount to. be paid By the addwessee, of- | | £ o™ -q'? ' -
ficer's vate to England via Manseitle. Itio | R )

the tast day fou that nate: since 1ot of | o

Qpuit that xate became 1 S | 1 d. On the | .

backside both Duptex (dated 6 AP 8) | A,
and FF.P.O. (dated 9 AP 8) otwchin |, “trat L scs

Back ink, as insufficiently fanked.



IN MARCH TOWARDS MAGDALA

7th Qpul 1868. Cover sent from London to Hemny Dufton, Abyssinian eapedition. That cover was franked with G
pence, pastal vate fox saldiens via Manseilles. The “F.F.P.O.” postmank dated 25 AP 8 was stuch at Zoulla.

Mr. Dufton, sent with the Expedition By the Buitish Intelligence Department, could not veceive that lettex as on 25th of
March, not following the inotusction, he went fan from the toops without any escort and was Rilled by the Sofics.

FHe was ane of the very few Buitish men Rilled duning the Expedition.
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94 Apuil 1868. Letten sent te Bangalove (JIndic) franfed at 4 (nnas, postal vate for officer’s Letton ta India. O the
backoide both Duplea (dated 18 AP 8) and F.F.P.O. (dated 22 AP 8) wexe stuuck in ved, sign ef comrect franking.
The presence of the Duplex with a date always eanbien of few days than that of the “F.F.P.O.” anfy on covers sent
prom the frant suggests the hypothesis of its use an the mobile post offices accompanying the brigades on the move. Tn
this case on the stamp was handumitten the date 9-4-68, the day Before the decisive battle of (nogi, but, owing to the wan
events, the cover was fouvarded from the mabile post office at Magdata on the 15th Qpuil 1868.




o THE CONQUEST OF MAGDALA

On 10th of April the British army reached Arogi, nearby Magdala where it was attached by the troops of Te-
wodros. The battle ended with the massacre of Ethiopian troops: from about 5000 warriors 800 died and
1200 were wounded against 2 British soldiers killed and 18 wounded. Tewodros liberated the prisoners; in
order to avoid a hard punishment. On April 13th, in the morning, the English attached Magdala that was
conquered in the same afternoon. Tewodros committed suicide by shooting in the mouth with a revolver.
The English burnt the town and abandoned it on 22nd April for a quick retreat.

On the Back side

14tk prit 1868. Couver sent from Magdala to Vienna (Austria ) unfranked. It was taced at 1 ok and 1 d. , pestal nate
for couens of Civitian to England. Fvom London ($th May 68 ) it was feuvarded to Vienna (7th May 68 ) where it was
taxed at 73 Fn with blue pencit and 73 « Vienna (underlined ) with brown pencil fox the whole voute.

Fhat Letter was sent by Count Kiclmansagge, an (Qustvian navy man, whe was following the expedition as esewer of
Qustrian Gouernment lifie atfiex Civilians that follawed the Expedition lifie alisevvex of more Governments.
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Lient. Colonel,

- Eas 5 iﬁ?imr_v Soctc_tm'}'. . - | _ - . | On the back side
17th Qpuit 1868. Cover “O.H.M.S.” Aeaded Commandex in Chief, Office signed by Licut. Col. M. Ditten entussted of the

Militany Secretary of the Expedition, to W. Simpson at the Senafe Camp, with the dispesition te fouvand it, if, necess any,
te the Base Camp of Zoota. Tnstead the letter was fouvarded to the Camp of (ntale with the nete: “Gene to the front”.
Just on 17th Qpril 1568 Gen. Napier evdered Magdala sheuld be bunnt te the ground: not cne Rouse escaped destucction.




. CORRESPONDENCE AFTER THE END OF THE WAR

The British troops left the ruins of Magdala having reached all objectives: prisoners were free,
the Emperor Tewodros dead, Magdala destroyed, the emperor’s treasure captured. So there
were no more to do for them in Abyssinia and the main wish was to come back home as soon
as possible. On 18th of June no more British people remained in that country.
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24tk Qpil 1868. Officer’s coven to England via Manseitles not franked and thevefove tazed at 1
Sh|1 d. , new postal vate since 1ot Upnil 68. The word “Immediate” was umitten instead of
“Via Manseitles” and “Ne stamps in Abyssinia” te. justify the backing of stamps on that cevex.
On the bachside thee is the “F.F.P.O.” in black ink dated 24 FE 8.

25th Aprit 1868. Cover fram board of “HMS STAR” te England franfed with 6 Pence of Great Buitain
cancelled with “B02” at Suez ( 6 pence pestal nate for cavens of Officens via Southamptem,).

The loglook of “H.M.S. STAR?” at the date of 25th Qpuil veports: “The B. M. Stv. Coxomandel awived
announcing the victovy of the English traops in Abyssinia.”



CORRESPONDENCE AFTER THE END OF THE WAR

On the Bach side

21st May 1868. Officer’s cover from England, without the indication “via Southampton”, ta the Expedition franked
at 6 Pence. Lifiely weight of hat cover was over 1]2 eunce as on the backside theve was stuch the “F.F.P.O.” past-
maxk in Black ink (signal of insufficient franking) dated “14 JU 8.” Ucconding ta Proud Baily: “ Fistory of the
Jndian Paestal Sexwvice” (uvel. 1 1854-1913, page 47 ) that is the bast known date of use of the “F.F.P.O.” postmark.

LSt e

?7!!1]unef&'ﬁ&«“amﬁ:gcamﬁamﬁmtafap&%.ﬂm&aaﬁtw:ﬁadat69m,pnaw!m{uaﬁ-
ficer’s covens duSwﬁmpﬁmandSmﬁm&puhmﬁat&udaa(mt&e&m&aide)datedf&'jtméé’.
s the Expedition had already left (Qhyssinia that cover from Suer was sent back te England (tnansit post-
maxk at London (on the front side) dated 2nd July 68. Fram Londen that cover was fovwarded to Bembay
(blue sea postmark on the back side dated 8 July 68.

Ghat letter was fovwarded without furthevmone franking owing to the Tveasune’s decnee of 22 COctober 1860
that declaxed fxee from franking ta abixead the fouvarding of Cetters of efficexs On Fis Majesty Sexuvice.
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+* THE FRANCO ETHIOPIAN POST (1895-March 1899)
THE EARLY COVERS WITH ETHIOPIAN STAMPS

During 1893 Menelik 1l, Emperor of Ethiopia, granted Leon Chefneux and Alfred lig the concession of
the organization and management of the Ethiopian Postal Service. In Ethiopia since 1892 existed a
private postal service carried on by French under the responsibility of Mr Mondon Vidaillet at Addis
Abeba and Mgr.Taurin at the Capuchin Father's Mission at Harrar, created to convey by diplomatic
pouch correspondences of French people and a few other persons leaving in Ethiopia. Chefneux made
an agreement to use that pre-existent postal service to send from Ethiopia mail franked with Ethiopian
stamps, valid only inside, as Ethiopia had not yet entered the U.P.U., to which it had to be added at Dji-
bouti stamps of that French colony to pay the international service. Two Ethiopian natives were entrust-
ed to sell Ethiopian stamps at Addis Abeba and Harrar. On January 26th 1895 Chefneux arrived to
Harrar by “méharis” with a good escort, carrying postage stamps and postal material ordered in France

THE FIRST COURIER

For Léon Chefneux it was very important to give the maximum of publicity to Ethiopian stamps as the
sale of them to European collectors was vital for the survival of the Ethiopian Posts as very few people in
Ethiopia was able to write and to send mail. Several covers to European addressee were prepared in a
hurry with the Ethiopian stamps.
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3lot January 1895. Registexed cover feuvanded by the finot counien franked with the whate 1895 set move 1]4 guenche
{nxa!otatu{&?gmdw:pﬂﬁatdicﬁmm&ﬁeﬁlaummaﬁmmsmommnwﬂedw&e&fﬁm
gm!“HARAR”pMMtypef.ﬂ'ﬁedatea{depamtuuoﬁﬁeamﬁadcﬁgmodﬁepmhmﬁmﬁz Back side, ac-
mdiugtct&e&ﬂiopiuuoaﬁmdax,mpmdota&mpean3f}wwmy.f§95,ﬁemmﬁe&waideta29}mmy
Menelite Jounnal vek. 34, No. 2 April-June 2018 “The eanly covens with Ethiopian stamps”
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. THE FIRST COURIER

Only five covers from the first courier are known. All of them have the same transit date at Djibouti, 3
February 1895, the same sea postmark of the steamship AVA and four of them are addressed to Paris.
Few days later, on 4th of February 1895, a second courier was forwarded, formed by covers with the
same characteristics of the ones of the first courier: some stamps are canceled with the Harar type 1
Amharic postmark yet dated in Amharic 29th February 1895. That covers arrived at Djibouti on 7 Febru-
ary 1895, before the ones of the first courier were forwarded, so in time to complete the travel together.

|
H
!
3 '..-.-.-.‘.L_ ‘;-_ = BT R N Y XNy SRLES S eSS SR E S e S RIS T e .'_.-':_,:
| g A S A | fﬁwpm puotage. f gumde (2114 ¢ + 112)9_
4 ' | .‘Depaxﬁue pastmark : HARRAR type 1 (Payne HR2)
j J Jntuuatuumt postage: 50 c. Semali Coast
ol emeud Djibouti 3nd Februany 1895
1§ | Gbock 10th Februany 1895
| .|| Steamship “AVA” of tine V “LA REUNION A MARSEILLE"
- o) | Delivered at Fonis 2Nst Februany 1895

3ot Januany 1895. Registered cover fouvanded by the finst couien franked with 1 guexche. Postal rate were not

yet eotablished, so it is a fanciful franking. Cover and Etficpian stamps are cancelled with the bitingual
- “HARAR?” pestmark type 1, whose mharic date, accerding te the Ethispian calendax, comespends te Eunepean

31 Januany 1895. Semaki Coast stamps were added at the Djibouti pest office. Us the Dijibouti harber was not

yet active, mail te Eunepe was cavied from Djibouti to Ofiock to be entuisted to a steamoship.

Menelif Journal vol. 34, Ne. 2 Qpril-June 2018 “The early covens with Ethiepian stamps”

13



MAIL FROM 1895
Tristant wrote that Menelik himself fixed the Ethiopian postal rates:

Letters domestic and abroad up to 15 grams: 2 guerches more 2 guerches for each additional 15 grams.
Letters to Djibouti treated as domestic mail: no Somali Coast franking was required.
Letters addressed abroad : 25 cents, more 25 cents for next welght units; 25 cents for reglstratron
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Ethiopian pestage: 2 g.
Departure postmanrk :
Entatto type 1 21 July. 1895
Jntexnational pestage: 50 c.
Semali Coast + Reg. tnark
Djibouti 17 August
Chock 21 Qugust
Modane a Paxis 3 September
Qwival: Zuvich 4 September

Mm&mtanﬁmp!e
Ethiopian pestage: 2 g.
(1g.+2x1]2¢4.)
Departure pestmark : Ha-
wntype] 20 July 1895
Intexnational pestage: 50 c.
Semali Coast (25 c. pastal
nate + 25 c. negistration)
Djibouti 27 July

SIS Yangtse tine V

La Reunion & Maxseille
8 Qugust

Qlexandnic (Egypt )

13 Qugust

Quival: Galata

18th ugust

S T

I ERN SR AN S TR IS | TR

T Y Y 2 R ey 1 e T S T T T TS SRS o e




*" THE FRANCO ETHIOPIAN POST (1895-March 1899)
THE WAR AGAINST ITALY (1895-1896)

For ltalians the proclamation of Eritrea Colony was only the first step, the true objective was the con-
quest of Ethiopia and in the following five years, with local operations they occupied Adigrat, Vlacallé
and Adua, with the annexation of Tigré to the Colony. That caused the reaction of Menelik who made
the "negarit” of the war in Addis Ababa beaten in all the centers of his immense empire.

On 11th of October 1895, at the head of about 100,000 men, he marched towards the borders of Eri-
trea, while General Baratieri moved his headquarters to Adigrat where a fort was built.

italians suffered a series of defeats, up to the decisive batle: on 1 March in Adua the ltalian troops suf-
fered a definitive defeat, leaving about 5,000 soldiers killd in the field, whilz 2000 were taken prison-
ers. On 26th of October 1896 the peace treaty of Addis Abeba was signed by Menelik and ltalians.

MENELIK Il AT WAR

22nd December 1895. Double weight coven sent to Paris franked at 8 ¢. (4 g. double
weight unit and 4g. Cverfranking) and with 50 cents (double weight unit) added and
canceted at Djibouti on 15t of January). Sea pestmark of S| “Djemnak’ of line V |
“La Reunion & Mawveille”. Jt was addressed ta Leon Chefneus, advisor of the Em- |
pever Menelif whose coat of awms, Umbanic “ME” under the Impenial crewn, is |
printed in golden chanacters en the back side. The addvess is in the handuniting of |
Monden Vidaillet, pestmaster in (ddis (befia. The Hawmax type 1 postmark cancel- |
ting stamp means that the Emperon with his court was at the front and not in the Capi- |
tal. Lifely the letter was cawied to Hawvax by a messangex.
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. ADIGRAT, THE ITALIAN HEADQUARTERS

Adigrat was occupied in January 1895 and became the basis of all military operations in the countryside.
Major Toselli built a fort in a strategic position.
On April 14 1895 a postal group was activated and elevated to a second-class office on 28 January 1896.

L& e D |

(v E AC RARTOLINA POSTALE ITAJ ]

| F = A "X CARTE POSTALE D'ITALI{R s

i - hat S . 1

# = : . 2 L § 38

| = N, 8 T ‘ 1]

I = | Qdiguat te Forts (Jtaty)

i At i

;:‘ ¢ | Jtatian Kingdom pestcand
s | at10cents

| = | ADIGRAT :: ERITREA
- | Sypel dated 15 GEN 96

INCOMING COVER TO ADIGRAT CAMP
Jm u a i- . HI! e v : = —-.-r. N D Y e D T P Pt P et M.a . e Hzr-—"-'r-‘ == ,4

TORINO 1-2-96 i |

Quisal: MASSAUA
15296 1
Mark on bachside: '
“NON CHIESTA”
(NOT CLAIMED) |
Jt means that the addressee '- -
was dead ox fept prisoner.

Il e B AT VR R 4 T AT

A e 5w S sl
£

i

|
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&* LOCAL COVER FROM CASSALA TO ADAGA’ AMUS

— Letter addressed to a military at
|| Adaga Amus, a small country ne:ar-
- by Adigrat, territory temporary oc-
cupied by ltalians and theatre of
- the war.

| Cassala (Cheren) to Adagi Amus

| 12-2-1896 ‘
| Franked with a 5 cents stamp of Cola-
| nia Eitrea (5 conts intewnal postal ate
| fou Cetten per 15 guams ) canceled with
{ | the scance “CASSALA CHEREN”

| Guansit Cheren 21-2-96

| On the back the mank “NON CHIESTA”

| (NOT CLAIMED) : the addressee, a mil-

g itary, was dead ox Rept prisaner.

e TR
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THE GREAT VICTORY OF THE ETHIOPIAN ARMY AT‘: AI?_UA

From the letter sent from the Fort of e :
Adi Ugri by an Italian military to his rel- | P ‘:f_f, 5-96 w
atives the day after the battle of Adua: 7 o e
“...We had suffered a defeat. It seems l 7~ ,,,“ e ,, Mwnu AP St
that the whole army corps is in full re- * mé ‘ Y _
treat after it was beaten nearby Adua . | < = Ao > A

We yet don't know the extent of our | ... . 2 ,7'/ % 7*4" il 7)3_

losses, but they are not slight. .; :
It seems that also the ones of the ene- | M s e F D ’4 FH= i
my are heavy. We have not yetdetails, | /2., . £ Z.7us o io D o g e E
but it seems that the retreat and rela- fe—emes S N L
tive chase would take place towards | : i |

Saganeiti and Coatit... "

In the following days Menelik with his 3
troops came back towards the Scioa
putting an end to the war.

—
——— !
A Tl i W S,

(di Ugni to Tunin (Ttaly) 7

2-3-1896 the day after the battle of Qdua. | V -

Canceted “ADI UGRI | ASMARA” ‘ , o
- Awivat: 18-3-96 - |

On the fxont and on the back the mark of the
"COMMAND OF THE 1° BATTALION IN-
FANTRY AFRICA / ERITREA COLONY”

s




" THE MAIL OF THE PRISONERS OF WAR

During the battle of Adua about 2.000 Italians were captured and then interned at Addis Abeba.

They were supplied with the material necessary to write to their relatives but only with Ethiopian stamps
valid to pay the postage to Djibouti as French colony’s stamps were not yet available in the Ethiopian
post offices. An Italian ministerial disposition established that mail from Ethiopia was free from taxation,
so mail was taxed at Djibouti with a T in a triangle mark but postage dues were not applied at the arrival.

Early P.O.W. cover canceled from June 1896

(ddis Qbeta to Comarede (Jtaty) — — 7 T |
Cthicpian stamp: 2 g. &

Departure pastmark :

ENTOTTO TYPE 1 about 15-6-96

Faaed at Dijibouti 28-6-96

§/S: “PEI-HO” Line U | o o e

“fa Reunion a Marselttes” 28-6.96 | 1 AL ACTE Sl &

Awival: 10-7-96 ‘- / &?/7(?3(’(/’“ e /

{2 =5

A later ministerial disposition established that on 23rd of January the effects of the previous disposition
will finish, and underpaid mail from Ethiopia had to be taxed.

P.O.W. postcard canceled with the Maltese Cross and taxed at the arrival

(ddis (lbeba te Livorno

(Jtaty)
Cthicpian postearnd: 1]2 g. 1
Maltese Cross
Date from the teat T-1-97
Fransit Haman 18-1-97 2

il s

Faxed at Djibiouti 27-1-97
§/S: “AMAZONE” £Line U |
“La Reunion a Marseilles”
2.2.97 '

e

-, T R i R
e R s 17 nf’gh'.i W iy

I[P

R le T
L= =c=
Ll

(wival: Livorno (Jtaly)

Fhat pestcard was taxed acconding to the second ministevial decxee as avived at destination after the 23ud
of Januany 1897. That is the unique neperted item Raving that impextant charactenistics contemperany:

B P.O.W. mail

o Canceled with the Maltese Crass

- Jaaxed with pestage due at the awival



. THE MAIL OF THE PRISONERS OF WAR

On 6th of October 1896 a special convention was also signed where the restitution of prisoners of war
was programmed to go to the British route to Zeila. The Italian Red Cross organized a special expecdlition
to help ltalian prisoners and established a center at Zeila to welcome them. They were later embarked
on ltalian ships to Massawah and to Italy.

Also mail of that period accompanying prisoners went to the British route to Zeila where it received the
special cachet “CROCE ROSSA ITALIANA, Spedizione dei prigionieri d’Africa”.

P.O.W. cover forwarded by the italian Red Cross via Zeila and Aden

I T TIPS T LU

g e

§
]
;
i

Ethiopian postage: 2 g.
Depanture pestmanrk :
ENTOTTO type 7

(lbout 1st January 1897

§/S: “CANNONIERA ANDREA PROVANA”

e T e S B

Buitish pestage: 2 and 1[2 pence canceled at Qden
an 3rd February 1897

Quivat: O the Sach side
BOLOGNA (Jtaty) 13 February 1897

Very few covers of prisenens of warn with the Red Cress cachet franked with India stamp are vepeoxted. This is
one from two Rnown covens franked alse with an Ethicpian stamp as coming from (ddis (Lbeba.

This is the bast fnown use of the “ENTOTTO” type 1 pastmank.

Menelift Journal Vel. 3C N. 3 Page 6-8 “Jtalian POW mail taxed in 1896-1897”



THE MAIL OF THE PRISONERS OF WAR

Part of the Italian prisoners interned at Addis Abeba, when arrived to Harrar on their way to coming back
home, were met by an envoy of the Italian Government, Doctor Eliseo Mozzetti, whose mission was to
help them and to organize their travel to the coast. Since the half of February the Harrar Post Office wais
supplied with Somali Coast stamps at 250 and 500 and ma:! was regulariy franked

Hawan to Civitavecchia (Ttaly ) ;
Ethiopian pesteard 1 g. canceled
with HARAR TYPE 2 dated r-3-§~;;
97. | |
Semali Coast 25¢c.Canceled at 9’&-

bouti on 5-3-97

$/S: “IRAOUADDY" Line U . fi 2
“La Reanion o Massetles” 6-3.97
(wival: Roma, not legibte.

Posteard written and signed by
Dactor €. Mazzetti to a velative
of a prscner of war, giving news
about a him whe was going to be| |
veleased at Qddis (beba .

T e T T

e T AL S e T T S S L ey SR TS

Cover sent from Harrar by a Prisoner of War on his coming back home

e T e T e b M T A P T T Sl o Ty

| Dgreguo 5;3}?'

/./

Favax te Lecce (Jtaly)

Ethiopian ranking: 2 g. past-
al nate fox letter.
< (; Departure postmank :

| @’MJ&PW’ HARAR type 2 dated
v \ 21]7197.
| Funansit at Djibouti 25-7-97
' §/S: “AMAZONE” Line N
| “La Reunion a Marseitles”
29.7.97
L | Ve awival pastmark

&/

P e P AR A I

The exedus of the Jtalian Prisonens of wan began in December 1897 and lasted sevenal menths, This cover is the bast

ene to be oent to Jtaly in the nineteenth centuny fram Ethicpia: evidently vewy few Jtalians ax nene wene biving in Ethi-
epia aftex the priscners and pecple wofied in theix help had left Ethispia

s



»" THE FRANCO ETHIOPIAN POST (1895-March 1899)

THE SUBSTITUTION OF TYPE 1 POSTMARKS.

The “HARAR” and “ENTOTTO” postmarks of type 1 soon demonstrate their fragility. In particular the
imprint of the “ENTOTTO” became very faint and the mechanism of the Amharic date in the centre
broke during 1895 and since that moment we find that imprint without the Amharic date.

New postmarks with date in European characters were ordered in Switzerland. In August 1896 an
“ANKOBER” type 1 postmark, usually used for philatelic purpose, was used to cancel mail of, at least,
two couriers: the cause for which the “ENTOTTO” TYPE 1 postmark was not available is not known.

In the second half of 1896 the new “HARAR” type 2 postmark arrived and was used at Harrar, but there
is no trace of the “ENTOTTO” type 2 postmark at Addis Abeba where “ENTOTTO” type 1 in very bad
conditions was yet used until the end of 1896.

Since the beginning of 1897 mail of some couriers was forwarded not cancelled or cancelled with the
Maltese Cross, a dumb postmark.

The “ENTOTTO" TYPE 2 was available at Addis Abeba since April 1897, even if it is known on previ-
ous philatelic covers likely prepared in Paris by the Maury’s stamps house and forwarded from Djibouti.

ANKOBER TYPE | LEDITN

h\‘? b 7
Ykl

ANKOBER Tvpe 1

Uddis (Lbeba to Faris
Redinected to Litle

Cancelled 4-9-1896
Medane & Paris: 19-9-96
Awival Faxis: 20-9-96

Departure Panis: 21-9-96
(wival Litle: 21-9-96

 OQugust 1896. The use of the “ANKOBER” Gype 1 pastmank is xeperted with vevy faint impuints en four covens
from two diffexent cowriers from (ddis (beba in July-Gugust 1896. Likely, for unfnown weasens, the
“ENTOTTO” type 1 pestmark was net available at the Addis (Wbeba pest Office in that mentho.



.-THE “HARAR” AND “ENTOTTO” POSTMARKS OF SECOND TYPE
THE EARLY REPORTED COVER CANCELLED WITH “HARAR “ TYPE Il

Sl S TR S SO

S RSN B b

That pestmank (Fayne HR3 ) had a long bife as it was used up te the end ef 1911.

THE EARLY REPORTED COVER CANCELLED WITH “ENTOTTO* TYPE

Ghio is one of several vepented |
twin phifateflic covens ad- | 8
dressed to Mr. Mawey, | 50
stamps deafex, in Paxis.
JIn  agreement with PLean
Chefnewr and Abfred Jtd he |
prameted the sale of Ethiopian 1 _.
stamps in Eunape. b o
Likely that covers wexe pre-

pared in Paris, buought to Dji- | &
biouti and sent from thexe, mis '-
using the Entotte type 2 poot- |
mak waited ot Addis (Lbeba |
whexe it avived in Apuit 1897. .
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THE *HARAR” AND “ENTOTTO” POSTMARKS OF SECOND TYPE

THE ADDIS ABEBA POST OFFICE WITHOUT ANY DATED POSTMARK
How the Addis Abeba post office solved that problem waiting for the “ENTOTTO?” type Il postmark.

POSTCARD FORWARDED NOT CANCELED

Qddis Qfeba te Zunich.
From the teat: 7-2-97

| Cthiopia postage:

* Postcard 1 g.

' Gvansit Havan: 18-2-97

(dded at Djibouti:
35 Cent. Semati Coast
i as negistened
Cancelled 22-2-97
1 6-3-97
| Quiival Zurich: 19-3-97
Mail swuived frem twe ef nine couriens fouwarded in Januwarvy-Manch is founed onfy
by posteands that could not e re-used. Likely no cevens wene present in that couriens.

- COVER CANCELED WITH THE MALTESE CROSS

‘ b P s
r—— =
Toasadia
I|
P
A

© §
e ¢

(ddis (16eba te Zurich
about: 24-2.97
Ethiopia Postage: 2g.
Semali Ceast postage:
50 Cent. Somali Coast
as xegistered

o_

Transit Hawar: 8-3-97
Cancelled in transii
 at Djifiouti 13-3-97

SIS Qua tine V “La veun~
ion & Manseille” 15-3-97

wuived mail frem three of nine couniens fouvanded in Januony Maxch is foxmed by
pasteands and covers: as the stampo could Be ve-used that whole couniens weve canceled.
Auival Zunich: 26-3-97  Six itemos cancefed with the Maltese Cuoss ane xeperted from that periad .
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THE “HARAR” AND “ENTOTTO” POSTMARKS OF SECOND TYPE

THE ADDIS ABEBA POST OFFICE WITHOUT ANY DATED POSTMARK

POSTCARD FORWARDED NOT CANCELED TO BE CANCELED AT HARRAR

d==rpren

T AT ST = =TT

Mail of the twe batest couniens fouvarnded not canceled in Maxch 1897 was

Frnom the text:

ddis Abeba te Caine 17-3-97
Ethiopia pestage: Postcand 1 g.
cancebled in transit at :
Havax: 28-3-97
Semali Coast stamp 25 Cents,
cwing te the lacking the 10 cents
at the (ddis (beba post office,
canceled in tvansit at Djilouti
01-04-97

Transit Suez 7-4-97

Auival Caine: 8-4-97

fovmed by both

pestcands and covers. The Haman Post Offlice cancelled all items with its HR3 postmarnk.

Djibouti tollddis (beba :
8-3-97

Semali Coast pestage:
35 Cent. Semali Coast
postal xate to Ethiopia

Tuansit Hawan: 12-3-97
14-3-97

Owival (ddis (hefa:
26-3-97

Nete of a clevh of the Ad-
dis (beba Fest Cffice :
“Recu le 25 Mans au seir
at Udis (beba”
(“Received on 25 Maxch in
the evening at (ddis (Lhe-
ba” ) en the back side.

INCOMING COVER WITH A NOTE ON THE BACK SIDE




- THE FRANCO ETHIOPIAN POST (1895-March 1899)

THE POSTAL RATES

Postal rates during that period did not change, but the postal organization changed in a detail: since
February 1897 both the Post Offices were supplied with Somali Coast stamps and both covers and
postcards were forwarded with that stamps not canceled at the departure but in transit at Djibouti.

In the first supply in February 1897 only stamps at 25 Cents, 50 Cents and 75 Cenis were present, de-
nominations sufficient for postage of covers but the lacking of the 10 cent. denomination did not aliow a
correct combination for the postal rates of postcard (10 cents), registered postcards (35 cents) and
printed matter (5 cents). So for some months, before the second supply of stamps, that mail was over-
franked.

Somali Coast postage was mandatory for mail to abroad while the lacking of Ethiopian stamps did not
cause the taxation of mail.

Domestic and to Djibouti postal rate: 2 guerches

According to an agreement with the French authorities, the Ethiopian
franking was sufficient for mail to Djibouti

FHamar te Djifiouti
Depanture :
Tt Maxch 1897.

Z’Imm__ %Wfﬁ‘”) Ethiopian franking: 2 g.

On the contrary, the French authoxitics of Semali Coast fixed the postal
vate from Djibouti te Ethiopia at 35 Cents. See the incoming cover from Diji-
bouti to (lddis (beba showed in the previous chapter.

25



it THE POSTAL RATES ABROAD

Postcard postal rate: 1 g. Ethiopian Postcard and 10 Cents Somali Coast stamp

Deparnture :1-4-1897.
g . m . g
| Posteand 1 g.
Semali Coast franking:
25 Cents canceled Djibouti
5-4-97

| Quival Genbue: 18-4-97

Earky periad when Post Offices wene supplied with the stamps for franking of co-
vens: 25 Cents, 50 cents, 75 cents

1 Fuom teat: wxitien at Oxo-
{ mos en 2-11-97

(ddis (befia te Gendue.
Entotto type 2 postmanf
Departune :5-12-1897.

Semali Coast franking:
i 10 Cents canceled Djiouti
| 11-12-97
| Sea pootmark: §|S YANG-
. TSE line V “£La xeunion &
Maxseitle” 13-1-98
Qwisal Genbue: 24-1-98

FPeriod after Post Offices wene supplied alse with 10 c. stamps.



o THE POSTAL RATES ABROAD

Registered postcard rate: 1 g. Ethiopian Postcard and 35 C. Somali Coast stamps

cavens: 25 Cents, 50 cents, 75 cents

FPeviod aften Pest Offices wene supplied alse with 10 c. stamps.

AT BATAATE L

ddis (lbeba te Zurich
Entotte type 2 pestmanh

| Departure :14-4-1897.

Semali Coast franking:
50 Cents(25 c. Registuation )
canceled Djibouti 28-4-97

- Fvansit Hawen 22-4-97
| Quicat Zuxich: 15-5-97

Addis (lbeba te St. Gallen
Entatio type 2 postmanf
Departune :12-10-1897 .

Semali Coast franking:
35 cents(25 c. Registration )
canceled Djifiouti 26-11-97

: Svansit Havwan:20-11-97

Departure Djibiouti 3-12-97
Sea postmark: faint

| Qwival St. Gabten: 15-12-97
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. THE POSTAL RATES ABROAD

Registered cover postal rate: 2 g. Ethiopian stamp and 25 C. Somali Coast
stamp more 25 C. for each next weight unit per 15 gr. and 25 c. for Registration.

Registered double weight unit cover

| Entatto type 2 pestmark
- Depanture :25-7-1897.

' /" | Ehiopian franfing:
- Posteand 16 g.(12 g. cverfranked)
Somati Coast franking:
- 75 cents (25 c. Registnation )
- canceled Djibouti 12-8-97
wival Hawar: 5-8-97
. Depanture Hamar: 8-8-97

| Departune Dijibouti 13-8-97
. Gnansit Lyen : 25-8-97

On the Back side (ved. 707,) (wival Zurich: 25-8-97
Fondumiting and vax - 2ol of Abfred Tlg
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. THE POSTAL RATES ABROAD

Cover postal rate: 2 g. Ethiopian stamp and 25 C. Somali Coast
stamp more 25 C. for each next weight unit per 15 gr.

Cover first weight unit

S i, e S

B S e

s - _ C—o e g we e e e
e P L .

&

| &= pm—f-f_ Hawar te Paris
¢ —_—

Hawvax type 2 pestmark
Departure :15-3-1898.
Ethicpian Pranking: 2 g.

| Soemaliali Coast franking:
.| 25 cents canceled Djibouti
19-3-98

| Departune Dijifouti 31-3-98
21| S/S “NATAL” ine
|| “Yohotama i Maroite
| Qwival Panis: 12-4.98

Printed matter postal rate: 1/4 g. Ethiopian stamp and § C. Somali Coast for each 50 grams.

T R e e T e P T e T e R e S o N o e,

P P g e e

14 MTW?.‘IUmppu{aumdad{umﬂaxmtam(ﬂm)ﬁyan.?taﬁau.‘?mma{‘w:umﬁia way fox coming
back home. Ethicpian franking at 1 guerche means a weight Between 150 and 200 gnams. Semati Ceast 25 c. was the mini-
mum the sendex could use as, at that date, the denomination at 10 cents was not yet available in the Ethiopian Pest Offices.
Whappers fram the earky peviod are very vane, biesides that ene was fouvanded by an Jtatian Priscner of Wax.
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THE POSTAL RATES ABROAD

Cover first weight unit sent lacking Ethiopian stamp

% __.?(amtc.
= 18 in en Laye (Snance)

| Haman type 2 pestmank
| Departune 14-1-1898.
A mpfan m- !acﬁﬁ'lo
— ;_ Samali Coast franking.:
= | 25 cents canceled Djiiouti
ANy,  18-1-98
 Departune Dijibouti 2-6-98
o ' §/S “IRAQUADDY?” £ine U
ANALLy o 2rn % ‘*“;/L_ | “La veunion & Manseille”
__ ‘ $3.2.98
?fe( e es G2l _‘ (wival SE, (}mam en. fﬂvz

| (Srance)15-2-98

Couen that Cifiely amived from the intevion by private means as the sender was an explover, it was accepted and fouvard-
ed without Ethicpian stamps. It awived to destination without any taxation as Ethispian stamps wene not mandatony.

Postcard sent by Funny lig lacking Somali Coast stamp

(ddis (beba to Zurich

Entotto type 2 postmark

. Depaxtune: 12-6-98, bast

Rnown date in viclet ink

Posteard 1 g.

- Somali Coast stamp lacking
Departuxe Djibouti: 27-6-98

- §/S DJEMNAH Line U

. La Reunion a Manseille
Awical at Zuxich: 14-7-95

Posteard fouvarded from Addis Abieba to Zurich by Funny Jlg. This pestcard at 1 g. was lacking the Semali Cocst
stamp at 10 c. that was mandatory, sc it was taxed at Djibouti with the maxk “T” in a tiangle. Then the due maxk
was cblitevated By Blue pencil as good gesture to Wlfred Jlg (Dinector of FPosts ), Funny Jlg busband .
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THE FRANCO ETHIOPIAN POST (1895-March 1899)

INCOMING MAIL
Mail could reach Ethiopia by two different routes, like outgoing mail:
The French route, for mail addressed to “Poste restante” (General delivery) in Djibouti where a known
resident in that town, with a power of attomey left by the addressee in advance, picked up the mail and
readdressed it to Ethiopia after having added 35 cents of Somali Coast stamps per portion of 15 grams.
The British route, for mail transported by British steamships that arrived to Zaila via Aden. Mail from

Zaila were transported to Harrar by couriers of Consular type or caravans. That route was much slower
then the French one.

Incoming cover, double weight unit, from France via Djibouti

| | Fouvarded to Ethiopia
| 9-5.97.

Semali Coast franking:
. 70 Cents

| Cancefed 21 -5-97

Neo aviival pestmark

Cover addressed to Prince FHemy DCuleans,
eaxploxer, phetographer and naturalist, whe to-
gether count Leontieff went all cver Ethiopia
and met with Menelif. From the addvess we de-
duce that the agent of “Messageries Mavitimes”
in Djibouti fiad the power of attoxney to pick up
the mail of the Prince and to fouvard it ta Ethio-
pia after adding 70 Cents of Semafi Coast
stampo on the cover.

Red. 707,
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INCOMING MAIL

Incoming cover from Austria via Djibouti
@r — : =_ Wien to Djifiouti
' Deparnturne :
7 -3-98.
i 10 Fnewzen
Transit Uden: 21-3-98

WD AL AT

Somali Coast franking:
35 Cents

Canceled 5 —4- 98
Tnansit Uden: 21-3-98

(wival pestmank:
Fonon type 2 10-4-98

.f_.

e N

12k
i
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Fuam the address we deduce that Ing. Zop in Djibiouti had the powen of attorney
te pick up the mail of Mr. Gustave Hammerer and to fouvard it te Fanan aften
adding 35 Cents of Semali Coast stamps on the cover.




= INCOMING MAIL
Incoming stationery for visit card from Obock via Djibouti

R

Cent. 5 was the pestal nate fox visit card
cover to Ethiopia. Mail frem Seenali
Coast had to be franfed accornding with
pestal nate ta Cthispia, but, ef cownse,
was divectly fouvanded to that country.

Obock to Entatte
Departune :17-12-98.

Samali Coast franking:
Postal stationewy at 5 Cents

Ne aviival pestmark.

‘ | Gunis to Addis Abeba
Depanture 8]9[97

% Junisian franking: 25 c.

?’ Jransit (lecandria:26-9-97

0&1 L\’:) inse
—7

ﬂ'nmdSm 27997
i .)Vaamtpaom

% ﬂba@r Moonetiz
‘é"’*‘/}qaww ) i’Ml{G’Ue, i

| Cover fouvarded by a

| Ruitish steamship thuough
5 i | the Bitish woute, via (Alez-
\lu = &Mdﬂm | andvia, Suez, Qden and
e | Zaila te be anspoxted via

Eﬂaum to (ddis Qbeba
. | lifely by Consutar Sevsice.



THE FRANCO ETHIOPIAN POST (1895-March 1899)

THE END OF THE FRANCO-ETHIOPIAN POST

At the half of 1898 A. lig and L. Chefneux decided that was time to create an autonomous domestic
postal service between Addis Abeba and Harrar to be joint to the pre-existing French postal service be-
tween Harar and Djibouti. The French authorities, informed about that project, were very annoyed but
they could not refuse. They tried to create as many problems as possible and knowing that Ethiopian
postal service was not yet ready, stopped collecting mail except for French residents and for few very
important persons like Menelik and lig family. So all other people was not able to communicate with
abroad unless using private means. Survived mail from that period is unknown to me after March 1899.

Registered cover to Kajana (Finland)

e s, 1@ f@W known mail from July 1898
S : | into March 1899 has some peculiar
F characteristics:

| Very few covers show the Ethiopian
- franking: likely the Ethiopian clerks
were not more present in the post of-
. fices and only few mail was entrusted
" with Ethiopian stamps applied.

Departure postmark was struck only
| on the cover if not franked with Ethio-
| pian stamps.

‘ Entotto type 2 was used in blue ink
E (only five covers forwarded from Ad-
| dis Abeba are known in that period).

Survived Ethiopian postcards are un-
_ | known: they were not sold in the post
| Offices .

;.
t 3

Deparnture : 2-8-98

Cthiopian Pranking: 3|4 g.
Canceled Entotte type 2 in blue ink.
Somali Coast franking: 50 cents
as Registened

Canceled Djibouti 18-8-98
Departure Diibouti: 19-8-98

§/S OCEANIEN Line ¥

| “Yolohama & Marseitle” 19-8-98

e Gaint coival pestmark
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THE END OF THE FRANCO-ETHIOPIAN POST

Four weight units cover to France
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Ethiopian postage: lacking
Depanture postmank : Feavax type 2
28-11-98

JIntexnational pestage: 100 ¢. Sema-
b Coast Canceled Djibouti 5-12.-98
Four weight units pestal vate.
(wival Djibouti 2-12-98

Steamship “DJEMNAH” of line U
“La Reunion & Marseille’ 5-12-98

Delivered at Chalon sux Sain
(France) 17-12-98



. THE END OF THE FRANCO-ETHIOPIAN POST
Registered cover from Harrar franked with Ethiopian stamp by the sender.

L v ey

B G TR

' | Jtaman to Baden Baden (Geunany,)

. Cthicpian pestage 4 g. (2 g- cverfranking)
. Deparntune pestmank: Hamar type 2
2199

: | Jnternational postage:

| Somati Coast : 50 c. as Registered

#  Canceled Djibouti 6-1-99

| Departune Djibouti 14199
| $/SPEI-HO £ineV

“La Reunion & Marselle” 14-1-99

| Gwival Baden Baden 21-1-99

i
i
_f/M_O:———— D Ne Ethiopian stamps
s Entotto type 2 in blue ink 25-2-99.
| ' Semali Coast pestage: 25 Cents
The vemarfiable defay Between the date of the Entotto postmank (25-2-99) Canceled 1-4-99
and the avival Djibouti postmark (1-4-99) of 35 days, is due to the fact Semati Coast departune: 12-4-99
that Jlg’s couniers delayed
b - S §/S “OXUS” Line V
“La Reunion & Marseille”
(wival Zurich 24-4-99

& |
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*" THE FRENCH POST AND THE ETHIOPIAN POST
(May 1899-December 1907 )

THE PROVISIONAL AND THE REGULAR POSTAL SERVICES

Owing to the boycott of French, A. lig and L. Chefneux tried in some way to solve the problem of people
who could not communicate with abroad as their mail was not accepted by the French postal offices.
They created a provisional Postal Service with a new Post Office at Addis Abeba, supplied with a new
Entotto postmark (ENTOTTO type Il B), stamps and postal material kept from the Government reserve.
Mail was carried by the employees of the telephone offices from the Addis Abeba to the Harrar Post Of-
fice. In the meanwrhile they prepared the regular Postal Service that was ready three months afier.

The provisional postal services

The employees of the telephone offices of Addis Abeba, Baltschi , Toshoba, Laga-Hardine, Courri, Der-
rou, Kolloubi carried mail from their station to the next one and the last one to the Harrar French post of-
fice with the reward of 1 Thaler and a half each one. Couriers leaved Addis Abeba each 12th and 25th
day of each month, and the 10th and 25th day of each month from Harar.
The taxes for letters were: 1 guerche from Addis Abeba to Harrar )

2 guerches from Addis Abeba to Djibouti ) by 15 grams

1 guerche from Harrar to Addis Abeba )

The main differences

i{
__ | ENTOTTOtypellB _ ENTOTTOtypellA ENTOTTOtpelIB |

&
why
L

Addis (e to Londen
Redinected to Bad Femburg
(Germany)

Ethiopian Pranking: 1g pestcard
Ghe uprated 1|4 ¢. is superflucus.
Canceled Entotte typell B Black
ink 12-5-99.

| Semali Coast franfing: 10 cents
. Canceled Djibouti 31-5-99

| Guanst: Haran type | (French
Post Office) 25-5-99

$/S IRAOUADDY £Line U
| “Ba Reunion & Marseille” 2.6-99

Awival London 22-6-99

s that p pmmownaﬁ am.m y faatedt&aeemantﬁa six ca«tmeu view wmmgamf' anized.

Fhis is the only sunvived item from the finst counden of 12 May 1899 fnowan to me.
L ' . ) . . Auival Bed FHomburg 23-6-99

Only thuee items fram the sia: couviers axe Rnown: veny fewr mail had te be cawied.

The teat on the back side annaunces the vepvise of a vegular Postal Seusice.
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THE PROVISIONAL POSTAL SERVICES
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-This is the enby suwwived item from the fifth provisional cou-

viex of 12 July 1899 fnown te me. Go be noted the delay since
the fouvarding from (lddis (beba to the avival at Zuich:
about 44 days while previeusly it basted aficut one maonth!

e e ST T SIS YUY e X

Uddis (Qbeba to Zunich
Ethicpian franking: 2g
Canceled Entotte type | B
Black ink 12-7-99.

Somati Coast franking: 25 cents
Canceled Djibouti 11-8-99
Fuanst: Hanar type ll (French
Post Office) 37-7-99

Djiouti departure 15-8-99

§/S DJEMNAH Line V
“La Reunion & Marseille”
13-8-99

Awival Zurich 25-8-99



. THE REGULAR POSTAL SERVICES

On 12th August 1898 a regular Ethiopian Postal Service between Addis Abeba and Harrar began.

At Harrar, around the 20th of August, Father Césaire of the Catholic Mission handed over the stock of
stamps and postal material to Willschleger, first Ethiopian Postmaster in that town where he opened
the Ethiopian Post Office on 22nd August 1899, date of arrival of the first courier from Addis Abeba.
Between Addis Abeba and Harrar eight relay stations for the changes of mules were established and
four more were added in the following months.

From the first Ethiopian regular courier

i | Cthicpian franking: 1g pestcand
| Canceled Entotto type Il B

| Black ink 12-8-99.

| | Somati Coast pranking: 10 conts

Canceled Djibiouti 31-5-99

| Fuanot: Hanan type  3.9.99

|| Quiival Hamburg 20-9-99

Addis (beba te Zurich

Cthicpian franking: 1g pestcard |
Canceled Entatto type Il B
Black ink 25-8-99.

Semali Coast franking: 10 cents L )
Canceled Djibeuti 10-9-99
Transt: Hearan type ll 3-9-99

§/S NATAL Line V
“La Reunion & Manseille’”
15.9.99

Qwival Zuvich 25-9-99

Bkdﬂehiém«mﬁa @OMQ?W"




THE REGULAR POSTAL SERVICES

From the fifth Ethiopian regular courier:
Registered double weight unit cover
Franco-colonial rate (introduced in 1899)

French Postage 55 Cents:

. 15 cents Coast Somali stamp per two
weight unit of 15 gr. for letters ad-
dressed to France and colonies and

. From the fourth Ethiopian regu-
lar courier- Domestic postal rate
cover

| Qddis Abeba to Hamar

| Canceled Entstte type Il B
Black ink 24-9-99.

| Ne awival pestmank

Demestic covens from the 1800’ axe
quite scance: less then tem items we-
pauted since 18935 inte 1900.

ddis (beba te Lyon (France)

Ethiapian franbing: g (4 everpranking)
Canceled Entotte type || B black ink 14-10-99.
Semali Coast:55 cents canceled Djibouti 7-11-99
Tvansit: Harar Eth. P.0. Favax type | 14-10-99
Fransit: Hamar Fr. .0. Hanax P.5. 28-10-99
S/S LAOS Line N“Yafiahama & Maseitle”]5-11-99

25 Cents for Registration. POSTES FRANGCAISES” Qurival Lyon 22-11-99
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THE REGULAR POSTAL SERVICES

REDUCED 70%

(ddis (lBebia to Basel
Canceled Entotte type Il B Black
ink 25-10-99.

Semali Coast franking: 25 cents
Canceled Djibouti 11-11-99

Fuanst: Farar type Il (Ethiopian
Post Office) 02-11-99
Tnanst: type Horon 9. 3. (French
Post Office) 05-17-99

Djibouti departune 13-11-99
Fuom the siath vegularn sewice of 25 Uctobier 1899. Te be nated

the delay since the fouwarding from Qddis (heba te the avival SIS IRAOUADDY Eine V N. 2
at Basel: it lasted about one month: it demonstnate that the pro- “La Reunion & Manseitle”

visional senvices wene delayed on purpese By the French Posts 13-11-99
(wival Basel 26-11-99

41



+* THE FRENCH POST AND THE ETHIOPIAN POST

(May 1899-December 1907 )

THE NEW POSTAL ORGANIZATION

After the French Harrar Post Office, managed by the Capuchin fathers of Harrar, was supplied with the
new “HARAR POSTES FRANGAISES” postmark (Payne HR4) and postal material in substitution of
that handed over to the Ethiopian Harrar Post Office, two Postal Services and three Post Offices were
active in Ethiopia: the Ethiopian Post Offices at Addis Abeba and Harrar for the Ethiopian Post and

the French Post Office by the Capuchin Fathers at Harrar for the French Post .

THE ETHIOPIAN POST

The Ethiopian Post operated in Addis Abeba collecting and delivering mail and organizing its transport
mule back to the Ethiopian Harrar Post Office.
The Ethiopian Post operated in Harrar collecting mail and forwarding it, together with that received from
Addis Abeba, to the French Harrar post office. Besides it received incoming mail and domestic mail ad-
dressed to the Capital from the French Harrar Post Office and forwarded it to the Addis Abeba Post Of-
fice, together with domestic mail collected, organizing the voyage mule back.

i
i
i

=

s

e e e g e

b > Ui ldoit fov 789y

| 1]4g pestcand uprated 1 g.

| Canceled Entotte type Il B

| Black ink 14-11-99.

| Semali Coast franfing: 10 conts
| Canceled Diibouti 1-12-99
Tnansit: Hanon Eth. P.0.

Famar type 1| 21-11-99 bluc ink

| Guansit: Hanar Fv. 9.0. blach ink
Hawar type Il 25-11-99

| §/S NATAL Line U 3-12-99
“La Reunion & Manseitle”

' Qunival St. Gallen 15-12-99

On the Back side
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. THE NEW POSTAL ORGANIZATION

THE ETHIOPIAN POST

The address of this letter was written by Henry Muhle, who had been appointed “Chief of Service of
Ethiopian Posts” by Alfred lig when, at the end of 1899, he left Ethiopia for a sojourn in Europe.

Both Entotto type l and Havan type Il pestmanks weve lacking of
the combination “00” in the yean of the date so it was set at “19”
that dees not mean “1919” but “1900”.

(ddis (efiato Baste
Ethiopian franking at 6 g.

for 3 weight units pestal xate
canceled 24-2-1900
Famar &t 9.0. 5-3-1900
Faar Fx. 2.0.10-3-1900
Semali Coast franking:

75 cents on the Backside

(postal xate 25 c. @ 3 weight units )
canceled Dijibouti (faint date)

S/S YANGTSE Line V

“La Reunion & Marseille”

faint date

Awival Baste 29-3-1900



. THE NEW POSTAL ORGANIZATION
THE ETHIOPIAN POST

T M A T T L e e M

; e | Qo et ts Panis
: Ethicpian franking 2 g.

Canceled Entotto type Il B
10-3-1900

: Sonan Eth. P.0. 20-3-1900

p Feaan Fv. 2.0, 24-3-1900

{ T Semali Ceast franking: 15 cents

| LA\ i Canceled Diifiouti 29-3-1900

t S Depanture Diibouti 13-4-1900

ﬁ | S/S TONKIN Line N

seree " “Yhohohama & Manseille”

| & - | 30-3-1900

i ¥

THE FRENCH POST

The French Post Office operated in Harrar collecting most of mail of that town, delivering all mail re-
ceived from Djibouti addressed to people resident , and forwarding mail addressed to people of the
Capital to the Ethiopian Harrar Post Office. Mail collected was franked with Somali Coast stamps,
sometimes cancelled with its “HARAR POSTES FRANGAISES” postmark (Payne HR4), sometimes
that postmark was struck alongside and stamps were cancelled at Djibouti, or that postmark is lacking
and mail can't be distinguished from that posted at Djibouti if the origin can’t be deduced from the text.
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Earty seported tem fonssarded pram the Haonan
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Favan te Panio

The 14 g. of the pestcard
ouperflucus.

Havar Fr. 2.0. 31-3-1900
Somali Coast franking: 60 cents
( 10 cent. postal vate 25 c.

Registration. 25 c. everfranbing )
Canceled Djibiouti 5-4-1900

Deparntune Dijibouti 13-4-1900

| /S OXUS fine V

“La Reunion & Maxseille”
13-4-1900

(wival Paris 25-4-1900

#. 0. Squared R of Registration in black ink against blue ink if

stusck at Djibouti and lacking of the HR3 postmark axe the signals that this pestcand was sent from the French P.00.



MAIL FORWARDED FROM THE INTERIOR

L 3
L]

Postcard from an explorer at
-ake Zuai, taxed as French
sostage was lacking.

Lake Zuai te Reidt (Gevmany )
15-11-00 kandumitten in the teat

]2 g. pestecard canceled ENTOTTO
Jype2B  29-711-00
Taxed at Djibouti (T in a tiangle)
uing to backing French stamp 7-1-01
Sea postmaxk S|S NATAL Line U
€a Reunion & Marseille 8-1-01

Duiival 14-1-01

S e

= e s

THE INCOMING MAIL

Mail coming from the Djibouti Post Office was delivered to the French Harrar Post Office to be distributed to
the Harrar’s inhabitants or to be forwarded to the Ethiopian Harrar Post Office if addressed to inhabitants of
the Capital. The Harrar Ethiopian Post Office forwarded it to the Addis Abeba Post Office that collected a tax
for the internal service, homologous to that represented by Ethiopian franking of correspondences forwarded
between Addis Abeba and Harrar for mail addressed to foreign countries. But no tax stamps were applied.

ssouan to Hamax —

Letter from abroad

25-1-1900

Fuanking at 2 Piastres
(postat vate for deubte weight
units letter to abread)
Transit Suez 26-1-00

Sea pestmark S|S YANG-
TSE Line V Maxseibles & La
Reunion 1-2-00

Awvival 15-2-00

This cover shows on the back
side the HR3 pestmark of the
Ethiopian Hovar Post Office
and the wonds: ”Please let
follow”. Jt means that the
addressee was at Addis Afe-
ba and the Ethiopian Fost Of-
fisexy of that couer.
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(May 1899-December 1907 )

" THE FRENCH POST AND THE ETHIOPIAN POST

MAIL FORWARDED BY ALTERNATIVE WAYS AND MEANS
Owing to different causes, among them the fact that mail at Harrar passed through two post offices and
that, for political aims the advancing of the railway line was not used in a suitable way to transport mail,
people was not satisfied of the postal service through the French route, and about year 1900 most of

mail from Harrar was forwarded by British route, trough Zaila and Aden.

Besides other foreign people, mnuwmgmm_mmpommmmmmmm
bt Bekor d from there to destination by the intenational postal service (U.P.U.).

MAIL FORWARDED BY BRITISH ROUTE

Red. 707,

REGISTERED LETTER
TO ABROAD WITH NO-
TIFY OF RECEIPT

Favar te Marseille

? Septembiex 99

Jndia stamps: 6 1]2 Unncs

2 1(2 Annas fereign vate

2 (nnas Registration

2 Annas Netify of receipt
canceled by “B” inside 8 hoxi-
zantal Bans dumb pestmahs.
Tnansit: Zaila 2-10-99

Zaila vegistvation pestmork
dvise of xeceipt: AR in a cincle
Transit: Qden 8-10-99

T.P.O. “Medane & Paris”
20-10-99 in xed ink

Awival: Maxseitle 21-10-99

Mail was fouvanded from Hoarar ta Zaila by
Consular Senvices ex entussted to cavavans.
Zaila was a subi-pest office of the (den post
office depending by the Bembay. post office,
se Indian stamps and pestmankis were used.
Fvem Zaila mail was feuvarded te (lden by
bing, a Cocal Battle, and then it was tvanspaid-
ed tewonds destination by Buitish steamships.



. MAIL FORWARDED BY BRITISH ROUTE

Postcard posted at the Ethiopian Harrar Post Office to be forwarded by British route

= = = iy

Fawvian to Famburg
- 1 10-4-1900

ncds: oo f : Ethispian stamp:
s s g 112 g. pasteard
Canceled 10-4-1900

Fndia stamps:
1 21]2 Qnnas foreign wate

EANA0 : MRL: & RRE:

§  zontal bans dumb postmank.
" | Guansit: Zaila 14-4-1900
| Guansit: Aden 22-4-1900

5-5-1900

Moot of mail from Forar to abinead in the gear 1900 was fouvarded via British voute
euing to the slowness of the French voute .

Cover posted at the Addis Abeba Post Office to be forwarded by British route

Addis (lhefia to Rhbicinessen
Gevmany 11-9-1900

Jndia stampo:

2 1|2 Annas foreign rate
Jransit Hawvan 22-9-1900
Tnansit: Zaila 19-9-190C
Zaila negistration pest-
mark

Jnansit: Aden 7-1C-1900

Quival: Niedex Tngelheim
7.10-1900

Mail founanded from the (ddis (Lheba Post Office thuough the Buitish voute is veny scavce.
Less then five items fram (ddis (beba with Ethiopian and Indian franking are veported.

canceled by “B” inside 8 fori-

Qwiival: Fambourg (Gevmany )

a7



§ MAIL FORWARDED BY BRITISH ROUTE
Cover from Harrar forwarded by Consular Post via British route to England

Mail entrusted to the British Consulate of Harrar was forwarded by Consular Post to Zeila where it was
franked with East India stamps and canceled by the barred circular “B”.

Favan te Seuthsea
(England ) ?2-3-1903

India stamp added at Zeila
! Guna (Imperial nate)
canceled with the dlumb
pestmank “B” in a cincle of
8 bans.

23-3-1903

Twansit Oden 28-3-1903

Imperial vate was applied on mail to England and other countries of the Buitish Empire.
Handusmitten at the top: ”By Consulan Post from Hawmax te Zeila”

Postcard forwarded from Addis Abeba by British route

On 1st June 1903 Berbera became the Main Post Office of the British Somaliland and Zeila a sub-post office. They were
supplied with Indian stamps overprinted “BRITISH SOMALILAND”. Mail originated in Ethiopia, addressed to Europe
wvas transported from Zaila to Berbera, to Aden by “Binger”, a local ship, and to Europe by British mail-boats.

Y | Addis (lbeba te Bexbin 19-11-04
(handuwnitten in the teat)

| |na canceled with the dumb “B” in a
| cincle of bans stamp. (Zaila ) 5-12-04

Transit Bewbena 8-12-04

Cuwing to the length of this veyage (35
days ) this way was abandened. This
it is the latest couniex weconded via
Zaila Besbera (den.




MAIL FORWARDED BY CONSULAR SERVICE

Cover carried to Djibouti by the Russian Consular Service

Qddis (beba to St. Petersboung
Qﬂddﬁ» 22.2.1 9200

Somali Coast franking: 50 cents
Canceted 17-2-1900

T.P.O. “Medane & Paris”
2-3-1900

(wival: St Petensbourg
22-2-1900 ( Julian calendar)

mmwmmmym%&msm,mm, sent by docter Nicolas
Buowtzine of the Rusoian Mission at Addis (Abeha, was fomuarded to Djibouti by the Russian Consulan
Sewvice. Dates of Russian postmanks are according to the Jubian calendar, 13 days eaxbien if campaxed to
dates according to the Guegovian calendan.



.- THE FRENCH POST AND THE ETHIOPIAN POST
ETHIOPIA IN THE 20TH CENTURY Period January 1901-September 1904

The projects that Menelik had entrusted to Alfred lig and Leon Chefneux in 1893, at the beginning of the new
century were far to be completed: the Ethiopian Posts had made an important step with the creation of a do-
mestic autonomous postal service, but the true Menelik's objective was the admission of Ethiopia into U.P.U.,
result that was far to be obtained. The railway line had to link Djibouti to Harrar and Addis Abeba, but at the
beginning of 1901 it had only reached Adelé (km.132). The telegraph line between Harrar and Addis Abeba
reached Baltchi at the end of October 1899, when, owing to the insufficiency of material construction, works
could not be completed. In the 1900 the situation did not change: no delivery of wire reached Ethiopia. So,
waiting for the completion of the line , telegrams were transmitted from Addis Abeba to Harrar by telephone:. .

The last months of validity of the stamps of 1894 issue

During the 1900 Universal Exposition in Paris the set of 7 stamps of 1894 issue, valid for franking Ethiopian
mail was sold to promote Ethiopian philately, at Fr. 1,50 while the face value of stamps was Fr. 4,50.
In April 1901 the quotation of Maury's catalogue for the whole set was Fr. 2, less then half of the official val-
ue. It was easy for some foreigners to gain money importing into Ethiopia stamps sold in Europe. The result
was that, even if mail forwarded from Ethiopia was increasing, the sale of stamps diminished. Henry Muhle,
the “Chief of Service of Ethiopian Posts”, had to paralyze the results of the importation of Ethiopian stanps
bought in Europe under the face value. He decided to invalidate the stamps of the1894 issue with an over-
print to be changed at least once a year to avoid the creation of fake stamps.

Latest reported cover franked with stamps of 1894 issue before the “Ethiopie” issue.

(i
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o Mam.ﬂmﬁe&ﬁwpianﬁanﬁmg'ﬂg.ﬁudau&ewaq&um putatmtz canceled 11-6-

Somaki Coast Fruanking 50 c. on the backside for double weight units postal rate, canceled 2-7-1901
S$/S YANGTSE Line U “La Reunien a Maxseitle” 3-7-1901 - Quival at Baste 16-7-1901




.* THE FRENCH POST AND THE ETHIOPIAN POST
ETHIOPIA IN THE 20TH CENTURY Period January 1901-September 1904

Control overprint: EmiODiB Validity period: 18-7-1901 to 31-3-1902

No mail from the Harrar Post Office showing the “Ethlople overprmt is known
Reglsbered postcard to abroad

(ddis (bebia te Belgium 24-8-1901
Registexed posteand at 1 g. avesprinte
| “Cthiopie” postal vate te abroad.

|| Tvansit Hawan 3-9-01

Somali Coast franking at 35 c¢ cas
celed at Djibouti 10-9-01

1 | || S/SYANGTSE tineV £a Rewnion
o ——————— : | Maneitte 13-9-01

fat&&st recended paot«.axd mmpunted wdﬁ &ﬁwpte ﬁxma'.dtamp uival 25-9-1901

Letter to abroad

i

S
11
i
£

Qddis QUbeba to Zurich, 11901
Cthicpian Franking at 2 g. (demestic
postal vate fon (lettex to abroad) can-
celled 25-1-1901 “ADIS ABEBA” Jype |
Tvansit “"HARAR’ type 2 21-9-01.
Semali Ceast [ranking 25c.
(intewnational postal nate fon letter to
abxoad ) canceled at Djibiouti 1-10-01.
Sea FPostmark S|S OXSUS line U La

Reunion i Marseitle 3-10-01 | & — ' =
Qwival 15-10-01 Ksem——  p——ca— ————
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Letter franco-colonial rate to France

(ddis (beba to Limoges
25-12-1901

Ethiopian {ranking 2x 1g
cvenprinted “Ethiopie” can
celed “Uddis (bebia” type 1
Farnan type 2 blue 3-1-02.

Frnench franking 15¢c. Obiccl
(1894 Warxriers )(15¢c
Frvance-Colonial nate) can
celed 15-1-02.

Auival 2-2-02

Postcard to abroad
Uddis (Bebia to Bewne 7-2-02

1 g. pestcard cvexprinted “Ethicpic”
cancefed “ADIS ABEBA” type 1

Transit Hanax type 2 in blue dated
14-2-02.

Semati Coast franking 2 « 10 c. bi-
sected canceled 18-2-02.

wival 8-3-02

Postcard sent by J.M. Michel ar- .
vived to Ethiopia in Octolbier 1901. Fe
warkied few months af the (lddis
@beba Post Office and, in March
1902, was sent to Fawax as Past-
mastex of that Pest Office.

= oo = =T e Er
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-* THE FRENCH POST AND THE ETHIOPIAN POST
ETHIOPIA IN THE 20TH CENTURY Period January 1901-September 1904

Control overprint: afim . Validity period: 1-4-1902 to 14-4-1903

The translation from Ambharic is “BOSTA” for “POSTA”

While the Addis Abeba Post Office, thanks to the overprinting of stamps and postcards with the “Ethiopie”
handstamp, had improved its sales, at Harrar the Ethiopian Post Office had fallen in a deep crisis: Wiill-

schieger, the postmaster, had committed suicide and had to be substituted. The French Post Office distribut- -

ed mail received from Djibouti to Harrar’s inhabitants and collected mail to be forwarded to Djibouti: people
found that way more convenient as saved money (no Ethiopian stamps on mail) and time (3/4 days of stay of
mail in the two post offices). Besides the British Legation collected most of mail to be forwarded via Zeila as
people was not satisfied of the French service, too slow as it was not yet used the railway line, that was ad-
vancing towards Dirré Daoua, for transporting mail. J.A. Michel, a young clerk coming from Switzerland who
had passed some months at the Addis Abeba Post Office, was entrusted to the management of the Harrar

Post Office as Postmaster. He arrived at Harrar at the beginning of April 1902, just when the new “BOSTA”
set was issued by H. Mule at Addis Abeba.

J.A.Michel worked in some directions to give a better service and to improve sale of stamps:

He made an agreement with “Compagnie Imperial des Chemin de Fer Ethiopiens” to forward mail directly to
the Djibouti Post Office in sealed bags to let Ethiopian service more fast .

He established lower postal rates for mail to abroad to let Ethiopian Harrar Post Office more competitive.
He improved the sale of stamps to European philatelic houses .

Registered postcard to abroad from Addis Abeba

Qddis Qbeba to Berne 16-4-1902 |
Registexed postcard at 1 g. auen-
printed “Bosta”, pestal nate to |
abroad. |

Fuansit Eth. Haman 9.0.274-2 |
Fransit Fr. Heavmon 3.0. 28-4-2

Semali Coast franking at 35 c. :
canceled at Djibouti 2-5-02 |

(wival 15-5-1902

Canly use of a pesteand overprinted with “RBosta” handstamp.
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' ETHIOPIAN POSTAL RATES

When in the 1899 A.llg announced to Chefneux the new service about the taxes did not wrote anything
about the taxes for letters from Harrar to Djibouti nor about postcards and ,of course about picture jpost
cards that had not yet been introduced into Ethiopia: so it was necessary to study survived mail to have :
complete list of postal rates of that period.

Letterby 15 gr Postcard  Pict. Postcard Registration

Addis Abeba to Harrar and vice versa 1g. 1/2g 1/2g. e
Addis Abeba to Djibouti 2g. 1g. 1g. —_
Harrar to Djibouti into 12/02 1g. 1g. 1/2g. e
Harrar to Djibouti after 12/02 1/2g. 19./1/4q. 1/4g. —_

Postcard to abroad from Addis Abeba

__Qddis Q@Beba te St. Gallen

| (Switzerand ) 26-4-1902.

| l.?aatwud at 1 g cvexpiinted
| “Bosta”, pestal vate to abread.

| Guansit Haman Eth. 9.0.7-5-02

| Somali Coast franbing at 15 ¢
| (5¢c. Cverfranking) canceled at
| Djibouti 12-5-02

| Sea postmark S|S DJEMNAH
lineV Lo Reunicn & Marocitle
14-5-02

| Qwiival 26-5-1902

- | 15¢. used instead of 10 cents as
| tow values wexe lacking at the

|

Postcard to abroad from Harrar

FHawar te Bewne 10-9-1902 T

Postecard at 1 g Mapu'nted
“Bosta” pestal rate to abvead. |

Tuansit Eth. P.O. Havar 3-9-02

Somali Coast franking at 10 ¢ can-
celed at Djibouti 13-9-02
Sea pestmaxk S|S IRAOUADDY |
tine V' La Reunion & Manseitte 13- | |
9-02

wival 26-9-1902

Eanly wegistered use in Ethispia of | | i
1902 Semali Coast stampo. | |




Addis Abeba to Djibouti
Harrar to Djibouti until 07/02

ETHIOPIAN POSTAL RATES
Letter by 15 gr- Postcard  Pict. Postcard registration
2g. 19. 1g. —
1g. 1g. 1/2g. —_

Letter to abroad from Addis Abeba

Addis (beba to Guesseto (Jtaly)
24-8-1902.

Franking at 2 g. everpuinted
“Besta”, pestal vate from Addlis
(beba to abroad.

Somali Coast franking at 25 c.
(Oback 1894 stamp on the bacit)
canceled at Djibeuti 13-9-02

Sea postmark S|S IRAOUADDY
tine V La Reunion & Maxseille
| 13:9.02

| Gwivat 2591902

Letter to abroad from Harrar

Hanvax te Bexne 15-5-1902
Cthiopian fuanking at 1 ¢
ouexprinted “Besta” pastal
vate fox letter to Djifouti.
Semati Coast franbing at 25 ¢
canceled at Djibouti 21-5-02
Sea pastmark S|S INDUS fline

N “Yokohama & Manseille”
23-5-02

Awival 2-6-1902
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. : - ETHIOPIAN POSTAL RATES
Letterby 15 gr Postcard  Pict. Postcard registration
Addis Abeba to Djibouti _ 2g. 1g. 1g. —
Harrar to Djibouti after 10/02 1/2g. 1g./1/4q. 1/4g. —

Registered letter to
! abroad from Addis Abeba

Addis (Abeba te Paris
14-6-1902.
| Fuanking at 2 g. cvexprinted
“Bosta”, postal rate from (d-
| dis (Befia to Djibiouti.
| Tnansit Eth. 3.0. Hamar 26-6-
02
1 | Semali Coast franking at 40 ..
| | (CBack 1894 stamp), 15 c.
Franco-colonial vate, 25 c. for
wegiotration, cancefed at Dii-
bouti 8-7-02

. Sea pestmark S|S YANGTSE
line V La Reunion & Marseilile
15-7-02
Owiival 28-7-1902

Registered letter to
abroad from Harrar

Fawar te Bexne
12-4-1903

Ethiopian franking at 12
g- ocuexpuinted “Basta”
postal wate fon lettern te
Djibouti.

Semali Coast franfing at
50 c. canceled at Diiiouti
14-4-03

(wivat 29-4-1903

Last weported wse of) §
stamps cuvevpurinted | &
“Basta” in the pevied of
validity that ended on 14th
Qpiit 1903.




N ETHIOPIAN POSTAL RATES

Letter by 16 gr Postcard  Pict. Postcard Registration
Addis Abeba to Djibouti 2g. 1g9. 1g. —
Harrar to Djibouti until 7/02 1g. 19. 1/2g. —

Picture postcard to abroad from Addis Abeba

o e T e S A T e T e T T P P e o e e e T s

" |addis (Beba te Basle
(Switzedand ) 27-10-1902.
pranking at 1 g. (1894 isouc)
postal vate for pictuxe pest-
beba.

Semali Coast franking at 10 ¢
canceled at Djibeuti 14-11-02

Qurival 29-11-1902

Fhe senden, . Muhle Director
ef Cthispian Fests, had ne
problem, of counse, te use a not
e | |owerpuinted stamp for franking
A that pesteard.

Picture postcard to abroad from Harrar

Harvar te Bexne
(Switzerband ) |
12.7-1902

Franking at 1]2 g.
(everprinted “Bosta”) pastal
vate fox picture pestcand from |
Famax te Djibouti.
Somali Coast franfing at 10 ¢ | |
canceled at Djiouti 18-7-02

(wival 30-7-1902
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3 ETHIOPIAN POSTAL RATES

Letterby 15 gr Postcard Pict. Postcard Registration

Harrar to Djibouti after 10/02 1/2g. 1g./1/4g. 1/4g. -
Addis Abeba to Djibouti 29. 1g. 1g. -—

Picture postcard to abroad from Harrar

e CeCCSEE Ty e

(ddis (feba to Jpowich

(England) 7-9-1902 ¥

Franking at 6 g. |
(ovexprinted “Bosta”)
postal nate for letter 3

(beba te Djibouti. |

|
Scmafieaaatfmnﬁhgat;i.
i

100 c. on the Back side (75 |

c. for 3 weight units, 25 c. | |
for vegiotration) canceled |

at Dijibouti 26-9-1902.

Awival 13101902 (en
the bach side).

B

1 FHarvar te Geneva

(Switzetand,) 9-12-1902.

| Franking at 14 g. (Cvenprintecl
| (Besta) pestal vate for pictune

posteand to Djibouti from Har-
van after Octalier 1902.

- |Semali Ceast franking at 10c.

canceled at Djibiouti 15-12-02

 [Sea postmark of S|
(“YANGTSE” Line “V” Lo
- | Reunion & Manseilles 15-12-02.

Registered Ietter 3 welght umts to abroad from Addis Aboba

T T

== vuresmurT R A

S e L e T e e e (Ll P IS Pt

= =

i L T .

s L




. ETHIOPIAN POSTAL RATES

Letterby 15 gr Postcard Pict. Postcard Registration

Addis Abeba to Djibouti | 2g.

1g. 1g. e

Registered 2 weight units letter to abroad from Addis Abeba

ddis Abebia to Geneva (Switzeland)
6-11-1902.

Franking at 4 g. (cvexprinted “Besta” in
Bue inf) pestal vate for better 2 useight
units from Uddis (Beba to Djibiouti.

Fnansit Havax 16-11-1902
Somali Coast franking at 75 c. (50 c. for

2 weight units, 25 c. fox negistration ) can-
celed at Djibouti 23-11-1902.

Quival 6-12-1902 .

Only twe covers [ranbed with stamps

Reduced 707,

averpuinted “Besta” in blue ink arve ne-
paited.
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.- THE FRENCH POST AND THE ETHIOPIAN POST
ETHIOPIA IN THE 20TH CENTURY Period January 1901-September 1904

Control overprint: omAle  Validity period: 15-4-1908 to 31-12-1904

Third and last set overprinted by Henry Muhle who died in the first days of July 1903. A. lig had the problem
of his replacing: neither J.A. Michel, the Harrar postmaster, nor the Greek A. Voultzos who managed the Ad-
dis Abeba Post Office convinced him, so he did not appoint the new Director of Posts for more then one year.

Letter from Addis Abeba to Constantinople

Qddis Abeba to Constantinaple 5-6-1904

Letter  franked at 2 g. cvenpuinted
“Meleht”, Ethiopian pestal vate te Djibouti
from (ddis (feba.

Transit Eth. Hawar P.0. 28-6-4

Semali Coast franking at 35 c. canceled at
Djibouti 30-6-04

Fransit Pont Said 8-7-04

Auiival 18-7-1904

Canstantineple ( Tunkey ) scance destination




ETHIOPIAN POSTAL RATES

During the period of validity of “Melekt” overprint Ethiopian postal rates were the same as during the period
of validity of “Bosta” overprint, with only a difference: at Harrar also the 1/4 g. postcard, even if not uprated,
was valid for franking to Djibouti.

Letterby 15gr Postcard  Pict. Postcard Registration

Addis Abeba to Harrar and vice versa 1g. 1/2g 1/2g. ==
Addis Abeba to Djibouti 29. 1g. 1g. —
Harrar to Djibouti 1/2g. 1g./1/4q. 1/4qg. —_

Postcard to abroad from Addis Abeba

—— | Qddis @beba to Wiesbaden
| (Gemany) 6-6-1903.

ncae: oo 6 4 Bl | | Pesteand at 1 ¢. not svevprinted ,
e 3 i :%paola!mfehﬂﬁkuﬁ.

SN : DR+ &7 1 LRG s | Tuanoit Hawan 6. 9.6.17-6.03

| Semati Coast pranfiing at 20 c
| (40c. bisected ) canceled at Diibiouti
129603

| Quial 20-6-1903.

: | Fnench authovities nevev authovized
tﬁe‘ﬁ{* c. Bisected, se that pestcard
Y | [was tazed ot Dijibouti with the
8| | mank T in o triangte.

Postcard to abroad from Harrar

Favar te Bexne 6-12-1903

Posteard. at 14 g. everpuinted |
“Melefit” postal nate to Djibouti.

Departure pestmark 10-12-03. | : ‘:-;, S Ea au:gg ‘-.:'.', Mﬁ'

Semali Coast franking at 10 c. |
(1902 issue) canceted at Djibouti | =

12-12-03 with the cvowned cincubar | L8 h%ﬂméwtf
postmank. : T : |

Sea postmark S|S OXUS line V |
£La Reunion & Marseible 12-12.03

(viival 26-12-1903 i
shewing the cvowned civeulan Diji- '
Bouti pestmank,




o ETHIOPIAN POSTAL RATES

Letterby 15 gr Postcard Pict. Postcard Registration

Addis Abeba to Harrar and vice versa 1g. 1/2g 112g. -
Addis Abeba to Djibouti 2g. 1g. 1g. —
Harrar to Djibouti 1/2g. 1g./1/4q. 1/4g. —

Registered picture postcard to abroad from Addis Abeba

Uddis (bebia te Mitane (Jtaly)
20-1-1904.

Ethiopian [ranking at 1 g¢.
(ovenprinted “Meleht’), postal
ate to Djifiouti.

Transit Havax Eth. $.0. 27-1-04
Semali Coast franking at 35 ¢
(1902 issue) canceled at Djibouti
1-2-04.

Tnansit Messina 14-2-1904.

Ghe pink xegistration Clabef, used
for a shent time in Djibouti, i
| scaxce en mail fram Ethiopia.

e e e, § P — T — T

Registered postcard to abroad from Harrar

Faar te Bewne 30-8-1903
Postcand at 1[4 g. evenpuinted
“Meleht” uprated with a 1]2 g.
stamp overprinted “ Meleht”
Semali Coast franking at 35 c. |
(10 c. intexnational nate for Pict.
Festeand and 25 cents for negistra-
tion ), canceled at Djibeuti 1-9-03.
Faint sea pestmark.

Awiival 14-9-1903
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* THE FRENCH POST AND THE ETHIOPIAN POST
ETHIOPIA IN THE 20TH CENTURY Period January 1901-September 1904
The French Harrar Post Office, the incoming mail, the telegraph lines, the railway line.

THE FRENCH HARRAR POST OFFICE:
postal rates and use of the “HARAR POSTES FRANGAISES” postmark.

FRENCH POSTAL RATES
Letter by 15 grams Picture postcard Printed matter Registration
25 c. 10c. 5c. 25c¢.

Two weight units letter to Hungary

(t the depaxtune the “ HARAR
POSTES FRANCAISES” pest-
mank was stuck on the front
side and the stampos wexe can-
celed in tvansit at Diibouti.

FHawan to Budapest 28-2-1901
HR4 stuuck on the front side

Franking at 50 c. (2 10 c. + 30 c. Djtbouti
1894 issue ) canceled Djibouti 9-3-01

Sea postmank S|S NATAL Line V Lo Rew-
nien & Manseibles 16-3-01

(wival 28-3-1901




. - ETHIOPIAN POSTAL RATES

Letter by 15 gr Postcard  Pict. Postcard Registration
Addis Abeba to Djibouti - 2g. 1g. 1g. —_
Letter to abroad from Addis Abeba

Addis (lbeba te Zurich
25-9-1903.

Cthispian franking ot 2 g.
(evenprinted “Melefit), pestal
wate from (ddis (beba to Diji-
Bouti.

Tnansit Homan Eth. 3.0.
10-10-03 (‘on the back side)

Semali Coast intexnational
franking at 25 ¢ (1902 issue)
canceled at Djibouti 13-10-03.
Sea pestmark S|S IRAOUADDI
Line V La Reunion & Marseibles
15-10-03 '

Qwivat 27-10-03.

Addis (fefa te Guossete
(Jtaty ) 29-8-1903

Cthicpian franking ¢ g¢.
(everprinted “Meleht” ), pestal
vate to Dijibouti fon twe weight
units letter.

Somali Coast franking at 50 c.
(10c. Djibouti 1889 issue and
Cbock 40 c. Wamions 1894 is-
oue) canceled at Djibouti
22-9-03.

Fransit Qden 22-9-03

(wival 5-10-1903 (on the back
side)




. THE FRENCH HARRAR POST OFFICE:
postal rates and use of the “HARAR POSTES FRANCAISES” postmark.

FRENCH POSTAL RATES
Letter by 15 grams Postcard Printed matter Registration
25c¢. 10c. 5c. 25c.

Mail to Djibouti from the Ethiopian Post Offices needed no French franking owing to an agreement be-
tween Ethiopian and French authorities, mail forwarded from the French Harrar Post Office needed
French postage only, according to the postal rates to abroad.

Letter to Dijibouti

(it the depanture the “ HARAR
POSTES FRANCAISES” pestmaxk
was stuch an the frant side and
used te cancel the stamps on the
back side.

Foman te Djibouti 29-6-1902
HR4 stuuck on the front side ®

Fuanking at 25 c. (5 « 5 centimes on
- 40c. Djibouti 1894 issue) canceled HR4
29-06-1902

Awival 1-7-1902
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THE FRENCH HARRAR POST OFFICE:

postal rates and use of the “HARAR POSTES FRANGAISES” postmark.

Letter by 15 grams
25c¢.

FRENCH POSTAL RATES
Postcard Printed matter Registration
10c. 5c. 25¢.

Letter to abroad

Ftaar te Milane
6-10-1903

Fuanking at 25 c. (pestal
vate for letter to abroad)
canceled in tuansit at Dji-
bouti  9-10-03

Sea postmark S|S TON-|

KIN Line N Yohohama &
Manseitles 11-10-03

(wivat 21-10-03

(it the departure the
“ HARAR
POSTES FRANCAISES”
postmank was stuwck
alongside and not used
ta cancel the stamp.

Fanwar to Bogetis (Colombia )
17-10-1903 handumitten in the text.
HR4 missed.

pranking at 10 c. (2 « 5 c. 1901
isoue) canceled Djibouti 20-10-03
Jhe 1 g. Ethicpian staticneny post-
card was used as a novmal past-
card.

o

Move pastcands nepeded, for-
iwanded frem Hawwar in the same
days testify that the sendex was
veably in Favar,

T




THE INCOMING MAIL

Eleven weight units cover from Diibouti Postal stationery at 1 Piastre from Egypt to Addis Abeba
Djibouti to Havar. 14-3-1901 — —
Pestage 2 Fr. 75c. (11 & 25 cents, pestal nate fox | s
11 weight units Letter to abroad from Djibouti).

ddressed te Mr. Guignony (lgent of the Ethiopi-

an Railway Company te be fouvanded toe Mr

Hugues Le Roua.

Mr Guignony umete : “Received on 1966 March

1901 and defivered on the same day te the Ethiopi-

an pest. Best weshes Cuignony” and changed the

addxessee: “ Mr. Hugues Lo Roua (Adiss Abeba’

On the back side tuansit HARAR postmark of

type 2 19-3-01. Quival at Addis (Abebia 5-4-1901.




THE TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE LINES

The telegraph line between Harrar and Addis Abeba reached Baltchi at the end of October 1899, when, ovy-
ing to the insufficiency of material construction works could not be completed. In the 1900 the situation did
not change: no delivery of wire reached Ethiopia.

So, waiting the line to be
completed, telegrams re-
mained transmitted by tele-

phone from Addis Abeba to |

Harrar..

In 1903 that situation had @

not yet been solved: one
line was functioning at irreg-

ular intervals only, because

it was constantly interrupt-

ed, and it will have to be re- |

made almost entirely.

1902 Registened JTelegram en-

velope
FHanan type 2 Blue dated 4-12-
02.

Telegraph envelope sent by Michel to lig to Djibouti, redirected to Zurich

~=In the meanwhile Italians built

=18
3

= | a telegraph line linking Asmara
i amaale 5 'and Addis Abeba opened on
: L . 1 21st April 1904 to the interna-
ne ""t""'ﬁ 3 s g |tional service deserving Abys-
A0 0EL 1 &7 1 BRGes = = i 'isinian stations of Adua,
) ¥ Macalle, Uofla, Marto Burrume-
fta Uorro, Ailu, Ankober and Ad-
_f_dts Abeba.

| Bumi (Scioa) te Pasia (Jtaly)

| 20-11-03 (Randuitten )

: | Postage 1 Anna cancetled Aden
| | 201203,
; Rrr . - ¥ ﬂetwmaddnuommtﬂe&acﬁud&
_—_ .-.:.--_-__.-_-.._: = .‘- e .—.. e S SRS S = P N s M ._.-;-T_;._.:_--.—z-h -,-.4-.;__-- e _:~.---.-—.~- % *-L:“'ado- tﬂ- ‘.M = te'
| ok, 10 Ol i s s i Ll Pl ; tegraphic tine. Via Asmara Evibrea.”



& THE RAILWAY LINE AND THE NEW TOWN DIRRE’ DAOUA
With the progress of the railway line part of the mail’s travel, previously camel-back, was entrusted to the Rail-
way Company, greatly shortening the delivering time. Adis Harrar (then named Dirré Daoua) was established

as a supply depot and shop to support the railway line construction. At the end of 1902 the railway line

reached the terminus of Dirré Daoua.

Letter from Laga Harre, provmlonal terminus of the railway line.

(handusitten in the letter), country in |
the neighbiourficad of Dinré Dasua. The |
inaugural voyage of the tvain, from ;
Djibouti to Divié Daocua tack place en |
24th December 1902. This letter can-
celled at Dijibieuti en 27th December

1902 tifiely tavetled by the finst xeturn %
veyage Divé Dacua-Djibouti. 'f
Laga Hawe to Pistoia (Italy) i
16-12-1902 handusitten in the tet. !
Ne Cthispian franking : l

Franking at 25 c. Obock 1892 issue
(postal vate for letter to abroad) can-

celed in transit at Djibouti 27-12-02 ; M’ B atichts’ Md’a Gaff_c‘b
Sea pestmank S|S INDUS Line N Yohe- | ;‘"%m A /m ozaﬂa- i
fama & Manseilles 2-1-03 | /{;, /f
4 viD. 46
Quivat 13.1-03 Ao ﬁ A

T —

et S m—— oy

e

i )

Picture postcard from Dire-Daoua (km. 310 far from Djibouti)

e e ey e

T e g e Y L T,

I the back side
|
Diné Dasua te Pisteia (Jtaly) 1L =
18-3-1903 handumitten in the teat. | £
; > .
Nﬂ- Etﬂ-! 7 ; Iﬂ' ﬁ e Arrét d un train dans les Plaines d'Abyssinie
: | ol ., 2
pranfing at 10 c. 1902 issue) can- | Vaas” - Y2 Ze. 'péyw_{, a7
i & Llies .. ﬁ_
celed Dijibouti 22-3-1903 a ;
! /f(/m/ = e/'-i-g? . %M g-.{“— 4 -

Durt - TPoanisl [ flom 31*‘/&}?43471;-34;2 l




THE POSTAL SERVICE AT DIRRE’ DAOUA BEFORE THE OPENING OF THE FRENCH POST OFFICE

Soon Dirré Daoua became an important trade canter lacking the Post Office until 1st November 1906.
Therefore during about four years mail addressed to inhabitants of Dirré Daoua arriving by train from Djibouti
was distributed by good care of the Chief of Station, and mail collected at Dirré Daoua addressed to abroad,
with French franking alone, was put into bags addressed to the Djibouti Post Office and transported by train
together with the correspondences coming from Harrar and Addis Abeba. Mail from Dimé Daoua can be re:cog-
nized from that forwarded from Djibouti only from the text.

Divié Dacua te Pistoia (Jtaly)
9-7-1903 handumitten in the teat.

Ne Ethicpian franking
Fuanking at 25 c. Obock 1894 issue
(postal vate for letter to abroad) can-
celed in tvansit at Djiouti 11-7-03.

Sea pestmark S|S OXUS Line V La
Reunion & Manseibles 14-7-03. . —

Jn the back side




*" THE FRENCH POST AND THE ETHIOPIAN POST
J.A. Michel Director of Ethiopian Posts - Period October 1904-October 1906

Alfred llg did not find a convincing solution to the problem of the substitution of Henry Muhle, so after more
then one year since his death, having to chose between the Greek A. Voultzos, clerk at Addis Abeba and
J.A. Michel, he appointed the Harar's postmaster Director of Ethiopian Posts since 1st October 1904.

Michel decided to remain at Harrar whose Post Office became the Main Ethiopian Post Office, where deci-
sions were taken and new sets of stamps were issued.

Michel's management was very unfair: he issued a lot of overprinted stamps and postage dues, and even
A. lig prohibited him to sell or use some set of stamps he had produced, he did not follow lig’s orders.

That attitude led to the end of the of the private Ethiopian Posts and in late 1906 Michel was called by Mene-

lik to take service in Addis Abeba in order to prepare the birth of the Ethiopian Imperial Posts with the man-
agement of a French staff.

J.A. MICHEL BEGINS HIS MANAGEMENT OF THE ETHIOPIAN POSTS

Appointed Director of Ethiopian Posts, Telegraph and Telephone since 1st October 1904, Michel immediate-
ly decided some measures that can be verified in the survived mail.

The old agreement with the Somali Coast authorities to consider the Ethiopian domestic postage at 2 g. valid
for mail to Djibouti was not more respected by the Djibouti Post Office that taxed mail from Ethiopia not
franked with the stamps of that colony.

Since October 1904 letters to Djibouti (and to abroad) had to be franked with 1 g. per 15 gr. for domestic
postage from Addis Abeba to Harrar and with 25 cents per 15 gr. of French colony stamps from Harrar to Dji-
bouti (and to abroad) . Of course incoming mail from Djibouti was taxed at Harrar at 1 g. per 15 gr. for the
internal service.

awARl" New postal rate for letter to Djibouti from Addis Abeba

ahmy

Fhe 1 g. otamp is cver- | I
puinted Both with the Bos-
ta &ssay and with the

(ddis (beba te Djibouti
26-10-04

lg. otamp with double
suexpuint (1g. postal xate
:anceled “ADIS ABEBA” | |
Typel (Paync AA1) |
Semali Coast franking at
25 c. (new postal rate for
letter to Djibouti) canceled
at the avival 7-11-04
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** THE FRANCH POST AND THE ETHIOPIAN POST
J.A. Michel Director of Ethiopian Posts - Period October 1904-October 1906

J.A. Michel, Director of Ethiopian Posts and Telegraphs, during 1905 introduced several changes that had

’
€

impact into the Ethiopian postal history: on 1st of January, with the agreement of A. lig, he issued a new s

overprinting the 1894 set with centimes and Francs values with figures of European numbers:
O50n1/4g.,100n1/2g.,200n1g.,400n2g.,800n4g.,1,600n8¢g.,3,200n16g.

In March 1905 he declared a shortness of low values, asked A. Voultsos a supply of remainders of previo

overprinted stamps and created the so called “Harrar provisionals” adding the value in centimes of Francs. .

In April 1905 he created the first postage due set overprinting the 1894 with a T and few months later wi

the handstamp Taxe a Percevoir T

Besides he introduced the payment of a fee for the Registration of mail for the domestic service between A

dis Abeba and Harrar.

In January 1906 he issued two sets overprinting the Numeral set with the Amharic handstamp ~ 7° LA

M ME U ®

and a tween handstamp made with smaller Amharic characters #°Z AN whose meaning is Menelik .
In September 1908 he issued a new set overprinting the 1894 set with the handstamp 7" £
‘ 05

THE ETHIOPIAN HARRAR POST OFFICE - The numeral issue
Taxed Cover

COwing to ofiortness of blue i f——————meee = _ —

in seme pevieds of 1905 black | BEEES
Famarn post Office: oo we find | &
mail cancefed with black ox blue
-black ink.

Fawvar to Manseibles 17-8-05

Lettex franked at 10 cents on
1/12 g¢. canceled “HARAR”
Type 2 in Blach ink.

Ne French colony franking

Faxed at Djibouti with T in a
tuiangle.

Postage due at 50 cents (25
cents pestal vate « 2) applied
at the avival at Marseibles on
3-9.05

ez = S e

In that periad the French coleny franking was mandatory fox mail te abxead, and mail lacking it was taxed at the dow-
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- * THE ETHIOPIAN HARRAR POST OFFICE - THE “NUMERAL ISSUE”
TO SCARCE DESTINATIONS

Since early in January we find mail originated in that Post Office franked with the new “Numerals”
stamps as that set was issued there. Postal rates for mail from Harrar did not chanae.

Picture postcard to Zanzibar franked with Numeral “05” on 1/4 g.

TO ZANZIBAR

22105

Fostcond at 05 c. en 1[4 ¢. can-
. cefed “HARAR” Gype 2

- Samati Coast fuanking at 10 cents
(1902 issue ) canceled Djibiouti
- 25.1-05

| Gvansit Qden 6-2-05
| Qwivat 14-2-05

L

TO MONACO
PRINCIPALITY

(Puincipality ). 17-8-05
Letter franked at 5 cents
en 1[4 ¢ canceled
“HARAR” Jype 2 in tu
inf dated 24-12-05.

Fnench colony fuanking at
25c. ;
Canceled Djibouti 26-12- :
05

Arvival “MONACO
PRINCIPAUTE” dated
7-1-06 '




. THE ETHIOPIAN HARRAR POST OFFICE - THE “NUMERAL ISSUE”
TO SCARCE DESTINATIONS

Since early in January we find mail originated in that Post Office franked with the new “Numerals”
stamps as that set was issued there. Postal rates for mail from Harrar did not change.

Picture postcard to Zanzibar franked with Numeral “05” on 1/4 g.

TO ZANZIBAR

" | Seawan to Zanciban

21 22105
| Posteand at 05 c. on 1[4 g. can-
| celed “HARAR” Fype 2
| Somali Coast franbing at 10 cents
| (1902 issue) canceled Diibiouti
| 25-1-05

| Guansit Qden 6-2-05
| Qwival 14-2-05

TO MONACO
PRINCIPALITY

Hawar to  Monace |
(Puincipality).17-8-05
Lotter fuanked at 5 cents
on 1/4 g. -canceled
“HARAR” ype 2 in bl
ink dated 24-12-05.
25c.
Canceled Djibiouti 26-12-
05
@vvical “MONACO |
PRINCIPAUTE” dated | |
7-1-06 | 1




.The Ethiopian Harrar Post Office - The “Provisionals of Harrar” issue

Michel created the “Provisionals of Harrar” to solve the problem of lacking low values (mainly 1/4 g. or
5 cents). Many students of Ethiopian Postal History think it was only a way to create new stamps.

Registered picture postcard to Switzerland franked with “Provisional” 5¢/m on 1/2 g. bisected

5%
RN . on 1/2 g bisected
_fg;; ARTE POST"_ p
By Fawan te Bewne

19-3-05

Postcand at 5 cjm. en 1]2 g.
“HARAR” Jype 2

Somakbi Coast franking ai 35
cents (10 c. peostal wate to
abread , 25 c. for negistration )
canceled Djibouti 23-3-05

(wival 5-4-05

e —— S, r— e e

This cover shows MWW{&.J&MWWW&&&@M%@M
was a demestic vegistuation to be added te the Fvench ene valid fram Hoomar te destination.

Postcard to Berne franked with ﬂm Provuslonal "5 Centlmes” on 16 g overprmted “BOSTA”

9 £ |
0 o ;e
® J = A h_‘l'T
on 18 g' “BOSTA” Ce clté est c—xu’iu-_-'.'-'Lur‘..; rls-.-n‘r' i Fadrasge)
FHawan te Ben cnsieur ¥.MICHEL
2.4.05 TELEPHONE |
frankfed at “5 centimes” on 16 g. BERNE §_
canceled “HARAR” Jype 2 in ,;.
Black ink.
£

Fuench Semali Coast franking E }j
at 10 cents (1903 issue) 6-4-05 | i |
SIS IRAQUADDY fine V Lo | |
Reunion & Marseilles 14-4-05 |
Awival 26-4-05 ‘Haeaﬁ.‘?mmmaat“b@manm au!6g,.a¢mpunted !Baata”auhaueﬁedmﬁuwocmce
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The Ethiopian Harrar Post Office - The introduction of the postage Due stamps

Michel issued his first postage due set in April 1905 carving a “T” for the French word “Taxe” on a piece
of wood to which his barometer previously was fixed and hand-stamped the 1894 set with it. Ethiopia
was not yet member of U.P.U. , so its Post Offices did not collected taxes for insufficiently pre-paid mail,
that was reserved to the French Post Office. Ethiopian Due stamps were mainly used as inland postage
stamps for the transport of foreign mail from Harrar to Addia Abeba. They were applied and cancelled
at Harrar and their amount paid by the addressee at Addis Abeba. Mail of Harrar’s inhabitants was de-
livered by the French post office. Less then five items entrusted to the Ethiopian Harrar Post Office to
be delivered by the “Poste Restante” service (General delivery) are known: Postage Dues were used to
pay that service.

T an 1894 set

==

Sﬂzutthnﬁngumppam&ﬁkpia-ﬁumamdt&eﬁlg&atmpmdﬁmu&gaﬁm isoue whose
validity tasted abiout four menths. Only few covens franked with this i>sue axe Brown
Wien to Haar 7-4-1905

Whapper of 3 Hellen upuated with 27 Helller for a total of Qustrian franking at 30 Heller

Cthiopian tacation at 5 g. (2 « 2 g. + 1 g. cvenprinted with “T” Rand-stamp ) pestal vate for
Printed Matter 5 weight units per 40 gr. (up to 160-200 grams ) canceled with “HARAR”
type 2 in blue ink. 4-5-05.

(wival 4-5-05



T|:Q Ethiopian Harrar Post Office - The introduction of the Postage Due stamps

?}W ' T
, 3 Korrespontienz-Karte, .,
i 4

on 1894 stamps

Vienna to Howmar
12-5-1905

Uustrian Postage at 10 Heller
postal sate fer posteard. . ¢

| abuwad).
/ZgW/ Ethiopian taxation at 1]2 g. (1 ¢
s o | i ; 558 woncpinind P i
| Guwival13.6-05

i
< id (ALEXANDRETTE

Tnceming pictune pesteands axe seaxce: this is the enly fnown franked with a taze stamp of the
1894 set ovenprinted with “T” handstamp.

TA. XE
PERCEVOIR

on 1894 stampo

Budapeot to Feamar
17-2-1906

Fungarian pestage at 25
Giller (pestal xate for let-
tev from FHungany to
abuwad).

Fuansit at Djibiouti 7-3-05
Ethiopian tacation at 1 g.
(1 g. 1894 overnprinted with
“TAXE A PERCEVOIR
T fandotamp) fee fox
“Genenal defiveny” senvice
at Hanan fon letter pex 15
“Harax” type 2 12-3-06.

OSTIZRF

The set of “TAXE & PERCEVOIR T” Pastage Due was issued by Michet in Qugust 1905.
Tt indication of “FPoote Ethiopienne” in the address explains why this cover was enbrusted to
the Ethiopian Fasts to be delivexed to an addressee in Ftavar,
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The Addis Abeba Post Office - The innovations introduced by J.A.Michel

In the first half of January Michel supplied with the new “Numerals” stamps the Addis Abeba Post Office while
the “Provisionals of Harrar” were reserved to the Harrar Post Office. New postal rates from Addis Abeba :

Domestic To Djibouti and abroad Registration
Eth. Stamp Eth. stamp + Fr. Stamp  Eth. stamp + Fr. stamp
Picture postcard 10c.(1/2g.) 10c(1/2g)+10c. 20c.(1g.)+25c.
Postcard 10c.(1/2g.) 20c.(1g)+10c. 20c.(1g.)+25c.
Letter per fraction of 15 gr. 20c.(1g.) 20c.(1g.)+25c. 20c.(1g.)+25c.
Printed Matter 5c.(1/4g.)+5¢c.
Envelop for visit card 10c.(1/4g.)+10c.

Picture postcard to Switzerland with domestic postage at 10 cent. “Numeral”

> | @ddis ABeba to Zunich
28-3-05

Ethiopian franking with 10c.
* | Numewal on 1[2 g. (10 c. Do-
| mestic pestal ate) canceled
| “ADIS ABEBA” Fype !

| Somati Coast fuanking at 10
| cents (1903 issue) (10 c. intex-
| national pestal vate to abread)
| canceted Dijibouti 6-4-05

| §/S IRAOUADDI Line V £a
| Reunion & Maxseitles

r wival 26-4-05

Plcture Postcard to Milano taxed for msufﬁclent French colony postage
Addis Qbeba te Mit - S — . Sl el
16-3-05

pranked at 10 c. (10 c. Demestic |
pestal wate) canceled “ADIS |
ABEBA” JypeT. !
Transit Hamar 26-3-05 _
at 5 cents (1902 isoue) (10 c. |
intewational postal nate, Sc.
under-franfied ) 29-3-05 .
S/S OXSUS Line U La Reun- |
ion & Manoeitles 3-4-05 |
Fozed at avival with o 10 c. | |
Pestage due (tace 5c. « 2) '

~—~

;;M;,—e.-e'-‘ o-r.m& /“

/a.'z) 4%«; fmaff
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The-Addis Abeba Post Office - The innovations introduced by J.A.Michel
New postal rates from Addis Abeba :

Domestic To Djibouti and abroad Registration
Picture postcard 10c.(1/2g.) 10c(1/2g)+10c. 20c.(1g.)+25ic.
Postcard 10c.(1/2g.) 20c.(1g)+10c. 20c.(1g.)+25ic.

Registered picture postcard to Marseilles

, ”Mﬂ;&‘M Je_c 5 _3_;_’343_-_;,3:: - addba&eﬁammatleo

dwwﬂcpaotatwte 20 c. for

: i canceled"ADIS ABEBA” Type 1.

gSamah Coast franking at 35
_‘m(ﬁﬂ‘?um)(fﬂc.MW
W twua!puotatmte 25 c. for weg-
P 'gamm)mwmgm:zw
05

| Qwisat 13-8.05

CBgelend Limidre. — -.-1-'

5 ¢/m on 1 guerche Stationery Postcard to Bern

The 5 ¢/m on 1 g. Postcard can be considered as a “Provisional Harrar Postcard”, sold only in the Ethiopian

Harrar Post Office. This one was sold pre-canceled at Harrar on 20-3-05, brought to Addis Abeba and sent
on 17-5-1908 from the Capital.

(ddis (beba te Bewn 17-505
Postcard ovenprinted 5 cjmen 1 g. i
uprated with 1[4g. “Bosta” and |
1/2g. “Meteht” (total 1 g., domes- |
tic pestal nate) canceled “ADIS
ABEBA” Fypel .

Transit Hawmar 25-5-05

Fuench Semali Coast franking at |
15 cents (1903 issue) (10 c. inter-
natiocnal pestal rate, Sc. ouver- ._
pranked) 29-3-05 |
S|S OXSUS Line U La Reunion &
Marseitles 27-5-05
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The Addis Abeba Post Office - The innovations introduced by J.A.Michel

New postal rates from Addis Abeba :
‘Domestic To Djibouti and abroad Registration
Letter per fraction of 15 gr. 20c.(1g.) 20c.(1g.)+25¢. 20c.(1g.)+25¢c.

Letter to abroad with domestic postage at 20 c. (4x “05” c. “Numeral”)

franked at 20 c. (4= “05” c.)
(demestic pestal wate for (letter)
canceled “ADIS ABEBA” Jype 1 .
Tnansit Hamar 6-8-05 |
Fuench Semali Coast franking at 25
cents) (25 ec. intewnational postal
rate) 6-8-05

Letter to Djibouti with do-
mestic postage at 20 cent.
“Numeral”.

Letter to Djibouti was con-
sidered like letter to abroad.

Addis (beba te Djibouti
26-3-05

Ethiopian [ranking with 20c.
“Numexal” en 1 ¢. (20 c. domes-
tic postal vate fox letter)) canceled
“ADIS ABEBA” Jype 1

Fvansit Havar 6-4-05

Somali Coast franking at 25
cents (1903 isoue) (25 c. intexna-
ticnal pestal wate for letter) can-
celed Djibiouti 7-4-05

QAuival 7-4-05




The Addis Abeba Post Office - The innovations introduced by J.A.Michel

 New postal rates from Addis Abeba :
- Domestic To Djibouti and abroad Registration
Letter per fraction of 15 gr. 20c.(1g.) 20c.(1g.)+25¢c. 20c.(1g.)+25¢.

Letter uerche overprinted “BOSTA” owing to the cited shorting of low value

Addis (beba te Vienna
28-3-05

Ethicpian franking with 1 g.
cverpuinted “Besta” (1 g, domes-
tic postal vate fox better) canceled
“ADIS ABEBA” Type 1

Transit Hawarn 25-4-05

| | Somali Coast franking at 25

| cents (1903 issue) (25 c. intexna-
tional pestal xate fox letter) can-
celed Djibouti 30-4-05

" | S/S OXUS LineV La Reunion &
Manseilles 4-5-05

_ Transit Tuieste 15-5-05
| Quwisal 15-5-05

Registered double

‘weight units letter to
Austria

Uddis (beba to Wien
18-9-05 e onens SEL e SR Rl (LY B g
“Numenal” (40 c. domes- | £ Y3 F AN s i
pestal vate, 20 c. Regis- ol : :
tatien) canceled “ADIS
ABEBA” Jype1 .
Fuench Somali Coast
franking at 75 cents
(1903 issue) (50 c. inter-
national pestal wate for
letter, 25¢c. Registration)
24-9-05

Tnansit Marseilles 6-10-05




The Addis Abeba Post Office - The innovations introduced by J.A.Michel
New postal rates from Addis Abeba :

Domestic To Djibouti and abroad Registration
Printed Matter 5c.(1/4g.)+5¢.
Envelop for visit card 10c.(1/4g.)+10c.

Picture postcard with only the signature (printed matter postal rate) to Switzerland

-1

* = I L SRAT s
T SN 1 92.12-05

Ce e3¢ eab exclusivement rase rv.?i‘i'l',il}ng_s!{u,}i E

IE e | etiopian franking with 05
?f‘uul %&bﬁ&{m/ﬁ“ e 4 Numeral en 1[4 g. (5¢. demes-

g 3 | ter) canceled “ADIS ABEBA”
: oy gb . 4 Gypel

_____ . Soemali Coast [ranking at 5

_ Lft Ve g | et (1908 eome) (5 o it
%J_m,_ | ; B/, 3 WEUYAL- | ? tional pestal rate fox puinted

& ) - | 12-12-05
Envelope for visit card to Switzerland
(ddis (lheba to Zurich
17-12-05
franked at 10 c. (2 « “05” ¢. Nu-

mexal on the Back-side, demestic
postal vate fox visit caxd) can-
cefed “ADIS ABEBA” Jype 1 .
Fuench Somali Coast franking at
10 cents (1903 issue) (10 c. inter- Lo
national postal vate fon visit cand) |

ted Dijibiouti 19-12-05 Rl —

s




" The Addis Abeba Post Office - The innovations introduced by J.A.Michel

New postal rates for incoming mail to Addis Abeba :

Internal service Registration
Letter per fraction of 15 gr. 20c.(1g.) 20c.(1g.)
Picture postcards 10c.(1/2 g.) 20c.(1g.) (not reported)

Mail from abroad to Addis Abeba, coming from the Djibouti Post Office was delivered to the Harrar Post Office
where Michel applied and canceled the Postage Dues he had issued, to pay the fee for the internal service be
tween Harrar and Addis Abeba. The Capital’s Post Office delivered the mail and collected the amount of the
Postage Dues by the addressees.

Three weight units incoming letter from Djibouti to Addis Abeba taxed with T Postage Dues stamps

e T T —T - et e

Djibouti te (ddis Abeba 27-4-1905

Semali Coast franking at 75 cents (1903 issue)(3 x 25 c. intewnational
postal vate fou letter thuee weight units ) canceled Djibouti 9-3-06

Ethicpian Dues 3 ¢. T on a stuip of thuee 1894 stampo at 1 g. canceled
Haan 2-5-05.



. The Addis Abeba Post Office - The innovations introduced by J.A.Michel
New postal rates for incoming mail to Addis Abeba :

Internal service Registration
Letter per fraction of 15 gr. 20c.(1g.) 20c.(1g.)
Picture postcards 10¢c.(1/2 g.) 20c.(1g.) (not reported)

Incoming letter from Port Said to Addis Abeba taxed with a “TAXE a4 PERCEVOIR T"” Postage Due stam

- St M T ey —rrrTEAseee— i e T e

:

Port Said te Uddis (beba
25-12-1905.

Port Said franking at 5C
cents (2 « 25 c. intexna
tex two weight units ) can
celed Poxt Said
i Djibouti tvansit 3-1-06
" | Ghicpian Due 1 g
“TAXE a PERCEVOIR
T” on1894 stamp at 1 ¢
(demestic pestal xate for
Cetter) canceled Fawcw
= 8-1-1906.

B Lt Y

e

i
!
[
i
i
]

%
|
-

e = = g ey

incoming picture postcard R S
from France to Addis Abeba - : . :
mxed WEth ? 1"29. “TAXE a u’er:t:oEj'm P“PWS&STALP:Y;‘E‘:“&MM

PERCEVOIR T” Postage Due
stamp.

Riom Puy de Deme (France) te
Uddis (Lheba 15-12-1905

Grench franking at 10 cents
(intexnational pestal wate for pic-
ture pestcard)

Ethiepian Due “TAXE 3 PERCE-
VOIR T" on1894 stamp at 1/2 g.
(demestic pestal wate for picture L
pestcand ) canceled Howan 8-1-06. @

(Se renscigner & la Posfe) s . -




The Addis Abeba Post Office - The innovations introduced by J.A.Michel

New postal rates from Addis Abeba :
Domestic To Djibouti and abroad Registration
Letter per fraction of 15 gr. 20c.(1g.) 20c.(1g.)+25¢. 20c.(1g.)+25¢.

At the beginning of 1906 Michel issued new sets overprinting the “NUMERAL" set with two Amharic
“MENELIK" handstamps, different only in the wideness of characters, inducing collectors to buy both sets.

MENELIKitypel 7 44N MENELIK Itypell T %AR
16,75 = 4,5 mm. 15 23,5 mm.

Registered twelve welght units letter to abroad Ethiopian postage formed by MENEL!K I Type 1 stamp

e,

— T e e i e S B . i Y £ et e e e S

e o —— = T

Gddu (beba te Wien 26-2-1906

This is the vepoxted commencial cover with ~Ethiopian fuanking at 2 Fr. 60c. (Menelik | Sype 1 issue) (12 & 20c. =
the highest franking in the pre-UP.U. 2 51 40 c. demestic postal wate fox letter up to 12 a 15 = 180 gr. and, 20
pericd: 2 Fv. 60 c. of Ethispian stampo, cents for Registration) canceled “ADIS ABEBA” Type 1.

- domestc postal vate, and 3 Fu. 25 cents of Semati Coast franking at 3 Fr. 25 cents (1902-03 issue )(12 « 25 c. in-
Semali Coast stamps, fox intewnational tewnational postal nate for letter up to 12215 = 180 gr. and 25 c. for

pastal vate, to pay the Feotage fox this  Qyotypyntion) canceled Djiboutt 9-3-06
(wival 24-3-1906




The Addis Abeba Post Office - The innovations introduced by J.A.Michel
New postal rates from Addis Abeba :
Domestic To Djibouti and abroad Registration
Letter per fraction of 15 gr. 20c.(1g.) 20c.(1g.)+25¢. 20c.(1g.)+25¢.
At the beginning of September 1906 Michel issued his last set of stamp in Harrar, overprinting the 1904 set

with at top the Amharic “MENELIK” handstamp with four dots (Amharic full stop) at the end, and the value in
Centimes at bottom.

mENeLkn 7 ZOh:

Registered four weight units letter to abroad - Ethiopian postage formed by MENELIK Il stamps

- Berghaufeld Luisenlslﬁe ! ,ze
iisimiey L
BERLIN SW. 4s.

Wilkelmstrasse 29,

o
N

= g i H T t— I e e e s : 2 s

U e T s TS | s - = T ——

(ddis (beba to Bextin 12-9-1905.

Ethiopian franking at 1 Fr. (20 c. Menelif |l issue + 80c. Numexals issue)
80 c. demestic postal vate fox better up to 4 a 15 = 60 gr. and 20 cents for
Registration) canceled “ADIS ABEBA” Type 1.

Semali Coast franking at 1 Fr. 25 cents (1903 isoue )(1 Fx. intewnational
postal nate fox letter up to 4215 = 60 gr. and 25 c. for Registration)
canceled Djibouti 25-9-06

Awival 6-10-1906



The Addis Abeba Post Office - The innovations introduced by J.A.Michel

New postal rates from Addis Abeba :

Domestic
Letter per fraction of 15 gr. 20c.(1g.)

Registered letter to England Ethiopian postage formed by a Menelik | type | stamp.

To Djibouti and abroad Registration

20¢.(1g.)+25c¢. 20c.(1g.)+25¢.

Uddis (beba to Buttes (Switzenland) 2-5-1906.

Ethicpian franking at 40c. Menelik | type | (20 c.
demestic postal vate fox Letter and 20c. for Registra-
tion ).

Somali Coast franking at 50 c. 1903 issue (25 c. in-
texnational pestal xate for letter 25 c. forn Registra-
tion ) canceled Djifiouti 15-5-06.

Sea pestmark S|S IRAOUADDY Line V La Reunion
a Manseille 15-5-06

Awiival 26-5-1906.

b TR Al e b B e e

R
Ghe back-side red. 507
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THE FRENCH POST AND THE ETHIOPIAN POST
Mail originated in the French Harrar Post Office - Period October 1904-October 1906

FRENCH POSTAL RATES

Letter per 15 grams Picture Postcard Postcard Printed matter Registration
25 ¢. 10c. 10c. 5. c. 25c.

Picture postcard forwarded from Harrar

| Haman te Poissy (France)
| 13121904
| Canceled alongside “HARAR POSTE
© | FRANCAISES”.

2 \2 | Somali Coast franfing at 10 cen
b A (1902 issue) canceled Diibouti
| 15-12-04

| @uivat 26-12-04

Ethiopian stationery postcard used as postal card from Harrar

-

7B T A

ixiW g '
| _ B bk o1t pR4
Fawvan te Uia-Les-Bains (France) | | e : S‘Efﬂu

Posteard at 1]4 g. Meleht (not | : , |
considened as ﬂumﬁng) canceled LRéhi+n m(mwlggw\/fiéjbﬁlxmﬂ-«__— -e--.‘------k = 7

alengside “HARAR POSTES |
FRANCAISES”. ~'

o M Notsind . S
Semati Coast franking at 10 c. i . qgh%ﬁaﬁﬁgh

(1903 issue) (postal xate for post- = fi

card to aboad) canceted Djibouti | il
28-2-05. -k

{

AW S




K " FRENCH POSTAL RATES
Letter per 15 grams Picture Postcard Postcard Printed matter Registration
25c¢. - 10ec. 10c. 5.c. 25c¢.

 Printed matter to abroad

Fovar to TFoulouwse
(France) 31-8-1905

(longside on the cover
“HARAR POSTES

FRANCAISES” paost-
maxk.

Samali Coast Pranking at
| 5 cents (1902 issue) can-
celed Djifiouti 2-9-05

Sea postmark S|S OX-
SUS Line U La Reunicn
| a Mawscitle 2-9-05

Faman te Djifouti 22-10-1905 ||
Semali Coast franking ot 50 c.
(Te.+12a2c.+25¢c. issue
1902]1903) pestal ate fox letten
deuble weight unit to Djiouti can- 7
cefed “HARAR POSTES FRAN- |
CAISES”.

@wival 25-10-1905




FRENCH POSTAL RATES

Letter per 15 grams Picture Postcard Postcard Printed matter Registration
25 c. 10¢c. 10 c. 5.c. 25c.
Letter to abroad

e L

e e STt Tt A

Fawar te Selongey (France)
11-12-1905

Qlongside on the cover “HARAR
POSTES FRANCAISES” pestmarh.
Somali Coast franking at 25 cents (1902
isoue) canceled Djibouti 12-12-06

Sea pestmark S|S NATAL Line V La
Reunion a Maxseitle 14-12-05

(wival 26-12-05

Registered letter sheet to abroad

Hamar te Minabel (France)
11-2-1906

Semali Coast franfing at 50 c.
(#0c.+15¢. 1903 issue) 25 c. postal
xate fox letter to abuoad and 25 c.
for egistuation canceled “HARAR
POSTES FRANCAISES”,

(wvival 24-2-1906




Letter per 15 grams
25 c.

FRENCH POSTAL RATES

Picture Postcard Postcard Printed matter Registrattiol
10c. 10 c. 5.c. 2S¢

Reglstered treble wolght unit letter to abroad

- - e e e e A & e e e . AL B e TR T S B R ) B

e el PR M e e e S A TS e T

Hawvan te Wien (Austria) 27-5-1906

Semali Coast franking at 105 c. (7215 c. Oback 1894 Wamioxs ) 75¢. Gueble weigh unit, 25c. Registuation and 5 c
averfranking, canceled “HARAR POSTES FRANCAISES”.

(wival 9-6-1906

Fawman te Paris

18-3-1906

(longside on the cover “HARAR
POSTES FRANCAISES” post-
mank.

Somali Coast franking at 60
cents (25c¢. pastal nate for letten
per 15 gu., 25 c. negistuation 10c.
tax for the maritime transport)
canceled Djibouti 20-3-06

Sea postmark S|S TOURANE
Line N Yohichama a Mawseille
24-3-06

Owival 5-4-1906

Deciared value Ietter to abroad

B e L L T P —————

e =
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THE FRENCH POST AND THE ETHIOPIAN POST
Mail originated outside Addis Abeba and Harrar - Period October 1904-October 1906

The few Europeans in the concessions and the explorers crossing the country forwarded their mail to the
existing Post Offices by private means, or , if they were at the proximity of relays, on the mail route between
Addis Abeba and Harrar, they deposited it in that relays, with postage stamps sometimes marked to allow
the identification to prevent their theft. Inhabitants of the new town Diré Daoua, terminus of the railway yet
without a Post Office, and the small towns along the railway line handed over their mail to agents of the
“Company” for its forwarding to Djibouti.

Mail deposited in the relays along the mail route between Addis Abeba and Harrar

That mail, that had to be franked according to the postal rates of mail originated in Addis Abeba, was picked
up in transit by the courier transporting mail between the Capital and Harrar.

Postcard forwarded in route from Harrar to Karsa (in the text) likely deposited in the relay of Couloubi.

Catoakita Frappa (Gasbia)

Ethiopian franking at 10c.  ostammp

 (demestic pestal wate for postcard)

' canceled “"HARAR” Fype Il 12-2-05
Semali Coast franking at 10 cents can-

 celed Djibiouti 13-2-05

- (wival 24-2-05

Postcard marked “DERU” to |
avoid its theft. The relays
were sited on the mail route, |
for the change of mules
used for transporting mail. |
Deru is cited in the text like &
country of departure of that |
postcard. |
Dewu te Fueppau (Austria)

Posteard at 20 c. (postal rate fox
posteard to abuoad fram interiox)
canceled “HARAR” Type 2 26-2-05 |
Semali Coast franking at 10 c.
(Fuench postal nate fer pesteard to.|
abroad) cancefed 28-2-05. |
wival 17-3-05 " — —




N MAIL ORIGINATED OUTSIDE ADDIS ABEBA AND HARRAR

AQUARA MALKA
Aouara Malka was a country located about 80 Km. far from Awash on the mail route from Addis Abeba to Har-
rar. At Aouara Malka there was a relay where mail was deposited and a plantation granted in concession by
Menelik to Armand Savouré, a small-arms trader who supplied the Emperor. The plantation was managed by
the Swiss house “Koto”.

Postcard from Aouara Malka to Switzerland

. Bath the pesteard and the 10 cents
| Numenal ave marked “Qouona
Malha” in oxdex te prevent theft.

| Qouana Matha te Bewne

| 4-5-1905 prom the teat.

| Posteard at 10 cents pre-cancelec
- Hanan 20-3-05 uprated with 10 ¢
| canceled in transit “HARAR” type |
| 14.5-05 (20 c. demestic pestal xat
| fox pasteand eutside Hawar ).

| Somati Coast franking at 15 c. 190%
issue (10 c. intexnational postall vat
| for posteard to abvead, 5 cento ouer
| | praned) canceled Djibouti 16-5.05.
! Quival 30-5-05

| 18-9-1905.

| | Ethiopian frankling at 20 c. Nu
= §nma£¢'uue(20c.damticpa¢£a
5t | nate fou lettex pex 15 gr.)  cancele:
| HARAR tgpell.

5: Only three Domestic Cetters to



-INCOMING MAIL ADDRESSED OUTSIDE ADDIS ABEBA AND HARRAR

AOUARA MALKA

Registered incoming letter from Switzerland

- Bewn (Switzertand) te Qeuara Matha 9-2-1906,
 Suwiss fuanking at 75 cents (50 cents pastal rate
' fon letten double weight unit te abroad, 25 cents for
.: Registration)
| Guansit postmark Manseitles 10-2-06

|| Guansit pestmank Djibouti 21-2-06

 Sea postmanks S|S OXSUS Line U Maxseilles
- £a Reunisn 10-2-06

~ Ethicpian pestage due “TAXE a PERCEVOIR T”

On the back-side Reduced 807,

This Registened letter demonstrates that incaming covens wene taxed
bath for the demestic sewice and fox the intexnal Registuation,

 at 3 g. (2g. demestic pestal nate for letten double

weight unit and 1 g. fox Registration) canceled
HARAR tgpe Il 27.2.06.




& MAIL ORIGINATED OUTSIDE ADDIS ABEBA AND HARRAR

THE GOLD MINES OF WALLAGA
Wallaga is the most important region for the extraction of Ethiopian gold. It is sited in the western part of Ethio
pia at the borders on Sudan. In 1897 French mining research in that region began and its result led to a con
cession granted by Menelik to A. lig. When French left, owing to financial difficulties, the Italian Engineer Ritor
took the direction of works of a new company created by Italians and Belgians. Some other ltalians worked &
the mines such as Servadei, the sender of that items.
Postcard to ltaly forwarded by a worker at the mines Retourn address of that pesteard.:

| ta Gold Mines Neggia (byssinia

| Qddis (Uheba te Mitana 15-3-1905
Postcard at 1 g. evexprinted “ Melefit”
Canceled “ADDIS ABEBA” type .

W Fuansit Haran 26.3-05
| Somati Coast pranfiing at 10 c. 190
\issue (intewnational pestal wate for
| pesteard to abread ) canceled Djiiow.
-t 29-3-05.
| Sea pestmank S|S OXUS Line U Lo
| Reunion a Manseitles 3-4-05
|| Quduat 16-4-05

LT T

e

COVER HEADED:
“MINES D'OR DU WALLAGA"
(Gold mines of Wallaga)

forwarded by A. Servadei

Uddis (lbeba to Milano
13-9-1905.

Ethiopian  franking at 40 c.
Numenal issue (40 c. domestic
postal xate for lettex double
weight unit) cancefed ADDIS
ABEBA typell. 1

Semali Coast fuanking at S0c.| [
1903 issue (intexnational
pastal nate for letter doubile
weight unit) canceled 24-9-05,

(wival 6-10-05
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+" THE FRENCH POST AND THE ETHIOPIAN POST
(May 1899-December 1907 )
JA. MICHEL AT ADDIS ABEBA AND THE DIRRE DAOUA POST OFFICE

The relationship between A. lig and the Emperor Menelik, owing the influence of the French, deteriorated
and lig with his family left Ethiopia definitively in March 1806. The Emperor later asked J.A. Mchel to move
to Addis Abeba: the Director of the Ethiopia Ethiopian Posts and Telegraphs left Harrar on 15 October
1906 and reached Addis Abeba where he worked in the Ethiopian Post Office as an employee under the
direction of the Ethiopian Lidj Bayane.

Harrar had lost its role of second Ethiopian town since December 1902 when Dirré Daoua became the ter--
minous of the railway line and an important trade center. On 1st November 1906 a French post office was
opened at Dirré Daoua. This two facts deeply changed the postal organization in Ethiopia:

THE NEW POSTAL ORGANIZATION: THE DIRRE DAOUA FRENCH POST OFFICE
The Dirré Daoua French Post Office assumed a central role in the new Postal Service of Ethiopia, of
course with the agreement of the Emperor. It belonged to the Port Said Post Office by which it received the
stamps valid for the international postage, and distributed them to all Post Offices operating in Ethiopia: the
Ethiopian Addis Abeba and Harrar Post Offices and the French Harrar Post Office.
It received incoming mail transported by train from Djibouti, distributed the correspondences of Dirré

Daoua inhabitants, sorted and formed different bags containing:

The pouch and correspondences for the “Legation de France® in Addis Abeba.

Mail of private individuals of Addis Abeba to be forwarded to the Ethiopian Post Office of the Capital.

Mail of private individual of Harrar to be forwarded to the French Harrar Post Office. It received the mail
collected by all Post Offices, canceled French stamps, sorted and forwarded it to Djibouti together with the
Pouch received from the French Legation of Addis Abeba and mail collected at Dirré Daoua.

FHavan te Paris 27-10-06.
Cthicpian Franking :

Sc. Menelif 2 (domestic postal wate |
fex posteand to abroad from Ftar- |

var ) canceled “HARAR” type Il

Levant fxanking 10c. (intewnational. |
postal nate for pestcard te abrvead) E
canceled  “DIRRE DAOUA/ |

ABYSSINIE” 28-10-06.

Notuithotanding the official open- | |
ing of the Dineé Dacua Pest Office |

was ficed on Txot November 1906,
that pestcand demenstrates the

activity of the new Post Office be- |
gan: some days earlion. Jt was sent ™

PR e ‘.--=" Gyl
Forleresse de bBarar prés de la porle du Chou.

e 55 .
z/f’/zéra {Z/ o %/5,/;1/‘9,,17 i

{;/%;/‘?’7‘? //fs‘-*/&e At 2x 7 ) s

e = - . = - e P

frem the Ethiopian Hamar post Office en 27 of Cctobien alveady franked with a Levant stamp, previousty veceived fram
the Dinné Daoua Fost Office that canceled it in tansit with the “DIRRE DAOUA ABYSSINIE” postmaxk dated 28-10-08,
thuee days befone the official epening of that Post COffice!



THE DIRRE DAOUA FRENCH POST OFFICE

The Dirré Daoua Post Office was supplied by the Port Said Post Office at first with Levant stamps and postal
material, included a circular dotted datestamp with the inscription “DIRRE DAOUA/ABYSSINIE". The Dirré
Daoua Post Office supplied all Post Offices in Ethiopia with Levant stamps, so that at beginning of 1907 had to
ask a new supply of stamps. This time it received stamps bearing the Post Said legend. As mail from Dirré
Daoua went on transiting through Djibouti, the Governor of the French Somali Coast obtained by the Minister
of Colonies to reverse the situation and the supply of stamps in the last months of the year was made by the
Djibouti Office with Somali Coast stamps.

POSTAL RATES e
c“Q\E D4 5\
POSTCARD TO ABROAD ! ..3\ A
- - el e e e " g 3
: 1214 -5 ™
“')" U.I . \'C

| DIRRE DAOUA/ABYSSINIE

| | Dinié Dacua te Maxseille 30-1-07

‘ Franking 10 c. Semaki Coast
_f(fﬂc.poata!mfc{upﬂkﬂldm
f 5 “‘DIRRE DAQUA / ABYSSINIE"

' iad the Divié Dacua FPost (‘-:’ﬁﬁice waoo
1 sebling Levant stamps onby, the send-
' ex applied a Semali Coast stamp
= | | Bought elsewhene.

LETTER TO DJIBOUTI

Dinvié Dacua te Djibouti

24.3-07 : _
Franked 25 Port Said | Gr e T &7”%‘6 = =
(25c. pestal ate for lette s’ ¢ %Mm‘é
Djibouti) | Ra -

— Bocrdiess

& e L
*DIRRE DAQUA /ABYSSINIE® = ' e : :

(wival 27-6-07




THE DIRRE DAOUA FRENCH POST OFFICE

Dineé Daoua te Bevbin
10-10-07

Franked 50c Port Said)

25¢. postal vate for letter to abvoad +

canceled “DIRRE DAOUA /ABYSSINIE”

(wival 2-11-07

Onky neported use of a 50c. Port Said
stamp on cammexcial cover. -

Dinné Dacua te Panis
239-07

Stationeny postal card at 10 cents
(postal nrate for pestcard te
abread)

cancefed "DIRRE DAOUA / AB-
YSSINIE”

Quival at Paris: “1]2” in an
esal, pestman maxk, “cachet du
facteur”,

Redivected te COLCHESTER
(Ingtand)

POSTAL RATES

REGISTERED COVER TO ABROAD

A i W A e A

STATIONERY POSTAL CARD TO ABROAD

One of twe nepested Levant staticnery postal caxd used in Ethiopia




THE DIRRE DAOUA FRENCH POST OFFICE

INCOMING MAIL

Paris te Divve Dacua
24-5-07
Franked 100c. (75¢. postal
vate for lettex 3 weight
units to abuwad + 25c.
Registration ) canceled at

Panis

Sea pestmark SS
“NATAL” lineV  31-5-07

Jnceming mail adduessed
te Divié Dacun was free

nal pestage that the Ethio-
pian Post Office of the
THE NEW ROUTE OF THE POST IN ETHIOPIA
| A RS
Ob(}?’c " oGondar

Tana

S . n
/ AM M&gdqic - .
DIRRE' \"f' 4 i :
2825 :j, T A
- . HARRAR ™ o .'qo
. “ i

. ETHIOPIA ’

Jncoming mail veached Dinve Daocua from Djibouti by twain and vice-versa the same for
outgoing mail. Fhe foruvarding of mail te Htawman, and beyond toe Addis (beba was en-
tuisted to a French employee, who had alse te collect bags of mail fvem the vaxious Post
Offices and from the French Legation and camy them to Divé Dasua.



THE ADDIS ABEBA ETHIOPIAN POST OFFICE

FIRST SUPPLY WITH LEVANT STAMPS
Levant stamps at 25c¢. , 50 c. e 1 Fr. were used only in Ethiopia
Letter three weight units to Germany
J. ADOLF MAYER
-ADDIS-ABEBA
ABYSSINIEN. - -
£ '.-.!.
X
{ s
(ddis (beba to Bertin
17-4-1907
Ethiopian franking 60 c.
Menelif 2 canceled 3
(demestic postal vate for 3 weight | |
e ' | Reduced 707
French franking 75¢ Levant /,ﬂ M Wd d"
(75c. postal nate for letter 3 |
weight units to abvoad ) canceled | _ % s
“DIRRE DAOUA /ABYSSINIE” Wl ' W 2
28-4-07 W~ : T
Tvansit Djibouti 29-4-07 e

(wivak 11-5-07



R Pa

Jhe meaning of the cvevprint
“DAGMAWI” is “The Second”
wefewied to Menelif 2nd

Qddis Abeba to Djibouti
15-9-1907

Cthispian franking 1 g.
Dagmaouwi  (demestic postal
“ADIS ABEBA” Jipe 1

Fuench franking 25¢ Fout
Said

(25c. postal vate fox Cetter to
abwad) canceled “DIRRE
DAOUA /ABYSSINIE”
29-9.07

(wival 30-3-07
Redinected to Hawan

Transit Divé Dacua

Postal card to Hannover (Germany)

THE ADDIS ABEBA ETHIOPIAN POST OFFICE
LATER SUPPLY WITH PORT SAID STAMPS

e e

Letter to Djibouti redirected to Harrar

e g —

4 ...-‘ali.'v.r.q

%faDOffFaﬂ a_f. 6 Nf
0 ; :

Addis (lbeba te Fannover
2.11-1907

Ethiopian franking 1/2 g.
Dagmoawi  (demestic pestal
vate forx postal card) canceled
“ADIS ABEBA” TFipe 1

French franking 10c Port Said
(10c. pestal vate for pestcard
to abuoad) cancefed

“DIRRE DAOUA /ABYSSINIE="
17-9-07

Awival 27-9-07




THE ADDIS ABEBA ETHIOPIAN POST OFFICE REGISTERED LETTIER

LATER SUPPLY WITH PORT SAID STAMPS TO GERMANY
) e — T e e = g o, T ATl ; " td'
23.9.1907
Cthiopian franking 2 ¢.

Dagmawi (1g. domestic
postal wate forn letter ig.
Demestic  Registration)
canceled “ADIS ABEBA”
Tipel

French franking 50c Pont
Said

' (25¢c. pestal rate fox Ceifer
to abvoad+ 25 c. for Regiis-
tuation) canceled “DIRRE
DAOUA /ABYSSINIE”
2-10-07

Awival 15-10-07

T

LAST SUPPLY OF 1907 WITH SOMALI | COAST STAMPS
————————————  POSTAL CARD TO ALGERIA

SEe e | | dekes
e gadac: | 2111907
RNAL : RS 1 T pAE s JB o | Ethiapian puanking 112 ¢.

e 5 1|, ‘ P
for postal card) canceled
“ADIS ABEBA” Jipe 1

French franking 10c Port Said
(10c. postal vate fox posteard ta
abroad ) canceled

“DIRRE DAQOUA /ABYSSINIE”
11-9-07

Awival 27-9-07




o THE ADDIS ABEBA ETHIOPIAN POST OFFICE

INCOMING MAIL

Since its opening on 1st November 1906, the Dirre’ Daoua Post Office sorted mail and forwarded corre-
spondences addressed to Addis Abeba inhabitants in sealed bags. So due stamps for domestic postage
were not more applied and canceled at Harrar but at the arrival at the Addis Abeba Post Office.

INCOMING COVER FROM EGYPT

N T : —-,;a%
= % s [ "i
.8 j'\ gl
/’i}/i” | Caine te Qddis Aeba
JWM 4 7(,-,,32“,,. /uu,f %@;ﬂﬂ % | 19-2-1907
A 2 - 417,, Egyptian franking 1 Fiastee
““‘,/‘”“"‘*‘“"“ o | (pestal vate fou tettex to abuead)
.-/_'//7,,,;,,,,,;21? S A ermagne | Gvansit Djibouti 1-3-07

Ethiopian Due stamp: 1 g. “Taxe &
Pexcevoin T” canceled at the awvival

| “ADIS ABEBA” Fipe ! 15-3-07.

(bJ’-'L-u-”:@' UNION PO tar_e pﬁ'wr-:gsnr.e s

" EX YP‘TE
arﬂ/-v .

CARTE 'P'bsTA::E :
2 /%zm U

Caire to (ddis Abeba
11-3-1907

Egyptian [ranking: 5 Millimes ;
(pestal nwate for postcard to
afivead)

el e
Tk /@M

Fransit Suez 12-3-1907 g feidl J/i ~J /L/{ %z‘d)&(zﬁ( %ﬂ%/é’/ { |

| § 7. %LW W - ST A 1

_Cbiiapiaufi)uzatamp:fﬂg.“ﬁm | |
& Pexcevoin T” canceled at the avii- ! | §




o THE FRENCH LEGATION OF ADDIS ABEBA

Owing to the inefficiency of the Ethiopian Posts, in the second half of 1907 Addis Abeba inhabitants, when
possible, used alternative ways of forwarding mail. French Legation collected and forwarded mailof French
people and some selected persons. As it was an emergency service the Legation was obliged to use as
canceler an administrative circular stamp with inside the words “LEGATION DE FRANCE/ADDIS-ABBEBA”
around the edge and “REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE” in the center, and the dumb Maltese Cross that had re-
mained in the Legation since the time when there was the Addis Abeba Post Office.

with the “LEGATION DE
FRANCE* ADDIS ABBEBA”
(wivat 23-12-07

with this pestmarh




: THE ETHIOPIAN HARRAR POST OFFICE

Three reported covers from Awara Malka, whose stamps were canceled in transit at the Ethiopian Har-
rar Post Office, demonstrate that mail forwarded from the places along the route between Addis Abeba
and Harrar needed that the Ethiopian Harrar Post Office would cancel the Ethiopian stamps.

Cover from the Koto plantation of Awara Malka with Ethiopian stamps
canceled in transit at the Harrar Post Office.

(wana Malha te Guandsen (Switzerland )

Ethiopian franking 20 c. Menelif | type |

(Domestic pestal vate fox posteard from Qwara Malba) cancebled in tansit at Favan with

“HARAR” igpe 2 2-12-06

Fuench franking 25 c. Somati Coast stamps

(Iutexnational postal vate for letter to abroad ) canceled “DIRRE DAOUA ABYSSINIE”
2.12-06

(wival 18-12-06
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ot THE FRENCH HARRAR POST OFFICE

T e e s am

Letter to London franked with a Levant stamp

b a

FHaman to London ‘ J. GEROLIMATO
24-4-07 ' HARRAR (Abyssinia)
Fuench franking 25 c. Levant

(25 c. Postal vate for letter
te abuwad) not canceled at
departuxe.

“HARAR POSTES FRAN-
CAISES” stuuch alongside
Canceled in tvansit “DIRRE

DAOUA-/ABYSSINIE”
1-5-07

k

A s s

& A Les wee
10#71{0%. S lce
 Oreclon

.

i p— zrar -z

Newspaper wrapper from Harrar to London franked with a Somali Coast stamp

e — ——

M te London 27-7-07

N e damr—e T . s—

Tuansit at Djiouti 30-7-07
Fuench franking Sc. Somali Coast Faint avival postmank
(5 c. pestal vate for puinted mattex to abroad”) Less then five newspaper wnappers xecarded in the
-Cancefed “HARAR POSTES FRANGAISES” Pre-U.P.U. period.
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=z . THE ORGANIZING PERIOD ﬁ""“*\\
( (January 1908-October 1908)

According to an agreement between Menelik and the French authorities, the Imperial Ethiopian Posts
had to be reorganized with the help of a French staff. During February 1908 J.A. Michel handed over
all remainders of stamps and postal material to Mr. Roque who had taken in charge of the
Posts , Telegraphs and Telephones service, in name of the Ethiopian Government on 27th of Janua ry.
Between 1st of January and 13th of February no mail originated in the Ethiopian and French post of-
fices is reported while mail from Addis Abeba French Legation and British Legation is known.
Mr. Roque had to equip a post office in Addis Abeba, to organize mail couriers between Addis Abeba, |-
Harrar and Diré Daoua. Then he had to find new French postmasters and clerks for each post office:.
On 1st of June, the new postal system started, even if with some limitations to be quickly overcome.
He introduced new postmarks to be used together with the old ones and new postal rates that consist
\erf Ethiopian and Somali Coast stamps, yet mandatory as Ethiopia had not yet joined the U.P.U.,

PERIOD JANUARY-MAY 1908
MAIL FORWARDED FROM THE FRENCH AND BRITISH LEGATIONS IN EARLY 1908

In early 1908 the Legations’ Services substituted the Post Offices in forwarding mail as they were inactive
as occupied to hand over stamps and postal material to French authorities.

§ B - %
‘9
CARTE POSTALM
Tous les pays elrungers nacceplent pos la corresponde
il (se rvenseigner a lo Huste
CORRESPENDANCE
/ =
i o da Ak P :
F | -
- & Ty = |
4 e A F /,:',"'.-":l“._\’ gt f

Eanly 1908. The comespondence made by sevenal pestcards Between the same sender and addwessee in 1907 frem ol peost
offices in Ethiopia, owing to the stop of that offices, was completed with few pestcards fouvarded from the Fxench Lega-
tion of Uddis (1eba.

Jhis pestcard te Maxseible was franked with a 10 cents Semaki Coast stamp of 1903 issue canceled with the Maltese
Cuess pestmank. (s usual in that peried this pooteard den’t show the awival pestmark.

Less then ten items franfed with Somali Coast stamps canceled with the Mabtese Crass dumb pestmark are Rnown.
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5 PERIOD JANUARY-MAY 1908

MAIL FORWARDED FROM THE ADDIS ABEBA POST OFFICE

The activity of the Addis Abeba post office started at the half of February using the old Adis Abeba type 1
postmark and both stamps of the 1894 issue not handstamped and all remainders of all handstamped issues, included
postage due stamps, for franking mail. In March two new postmarks of French origin were introduced with inside a dot-
ted circle containing the date and the external inscription “ADDIS-ABABA POSTES”. The word “FRANCAISES”, pre-
sent in origin, had been eliminated. Both Ethiopian and French stamps were canceled with the same postmark.

———

ADDIS-ABABA POSTES

g 1 type i

| ddis Qbebia to Dijibouti

| “ADDIS-ABABA POSTES”
Type || (Payne AA3B) post-
2 | mank 13-3-08

Ethicpian franking 2g.
( Dagmawi issue)

| Fvench ranking 15 c. Somali
| Coaot (1903 issue)

1 Awival Djibouti 28-3-08

- M *
e/

| ADDIS-ABABA POSTES
i type 1

' Qddis Qbeba to Wien
 “ADDIS-ABABA POSTES”
 Type | (Payne AA3A)
pestmank 13-3-08

. Ethiopian franfing 40 c.
" | Numeral on the back side.
Semali Coast franking 50 c.
(1902 issue) as negistened.

W i | Quioal Wien 12-4-08

The eantiest finown date fm bath postmanks
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o PERIOD JANUARY-MAY 1908

MAIL FORWARDED FROM THE DIRE DAOUA POST OFFICE

The Diré Daoua Post Office was placed provisionally under control of the Djibouti Post Office.
Like previously mail was franked exclusively with French Colony’s stamps canceled with the
“DIRE DAOUA ABYSSINIE” postmark.

| Diné Dasua te Dijibouti

' 50c. (1903 issue)

| (25¢. Postal nate

|+ 25¢. Registration ) canceled
| “DIRE DAOUA- ABYSSINIE
' 11-3.08

N @é/é(;{ ,,;rm}/z%
' Semali Coast franking:

/ pz@ 10 . (1903 issue) canceled

“DIRE DAOUA- ABYSSINIE"
29-3-08
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o PERIOD JANUARY-MAY 1908
MAIL FORWARDED FROM THE ETHIOPIAN HARRAR POST OFFICE

The Ethiopian Harrar Post Office was active but, like in the previous period since Michel left that town, very
few mail from that post office is reported. Like previously, mail was franked both with French Colonies
stamps canceled at Dire Daoua and Ethiopian stamps canceled with the “HARAR” type Il postmark.

77 et TR | v i 2o

Ll i -

e e - | &thispian Franking: _

1 quenche (2 = 1]2¢ (1594)

| 10 c. Numerat) canceled
“HARAR” type 2 18-4-98

Somali Coast franking:
;' 50c. (1903 issue)

& 2/%% M’—_Ek-.-,n,g(ﬁ.’&.‘?uta!late
il . o e | e Rmlien) casold

| 29-4.08
Auisal postmark 15-5-08

MAIL FORWARDED BY
t CONSULAR SERVICES
| « CARTE POST)
E: (Le ¢oté est exclusivement riservé i Inidresse)) E addid M te Mﬂ.
| Uesterew Gt [T A NS ) | 25408 Handitn

,- ‘

/,.@ [( {) | “ADEN" 15-5-08
{ e Q\:MWL Z e  pastmank: 18-5.08

e : < = = = 1
i Sl e e AT P A IEEE AR S T e T

g e éﬁléa,ﬁ-u- _52;‘ 7 /f ,/0 ¥ On the frent side the wefurn ad-
TSR g dress: “cle Jtalian Consuilate
fe den”

?~; | “DIRE DAOUA- ABYSSINIE'
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PERIOD JUNE-OCTOBER 1908

THE BEGINNING OF THE NEW ETHIOPIAN POSTAL SERVICE MANAGED BY A FRENCH STAFF

On 1st of June Mgr. Jarosseau handed over the remainder of stamps and the postal material in his hands
to the new Harrar postmaster Mr. Guillet: since that moment only one Postal Office was active in Harrar.

So since first of June the new postal organization was active in Addis Abeba (postmaster Mr. Sourin), Har-
rar (postmaster Mr. Guillet) and Dirré Daoua (postmaster Mr. Cardot). Since that moment the three offices
were obliged to frank their correspondences TO ABROAD with Ethiopian stamps associated with French
stamps acoordmg to the postal rates prewously establtshed by Mr Roque

e e o 1 5

| Departune: 13-6-08

Ethiopian Franking: lacking

Semati Coast Pranking:

| 25¢. (1903 issue) Pestal vate abread
“Harar * POSTES FRANGAISES*

(wival pestmark 27-6-08

LAST USE OF THE “HARAR POSTES
FRANCAISES” POSTMARK

i | Stamps and pestal mateviaf sent from (d-
. | Dacua late in June. Se the twe Post Offic-
| | es were abliged te seme mail
i

R 4 T e = = A = res e, TS| ! [uuﬁapao! q at d“dpﬂdm_
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FHavan te (ddis (fieba
Deparntuxe: 27-6-08
Ethispian Luanbinag:
1 g (1894 issue) canceled
“HARAR" Jype ll

QAwival : 10-7-08

The “HARAR” type ll pest-
mark in wse osince (Octabex
1896 lochs vexy deteriovated
in 1908.
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: PERIOD JUNE-OCTOBER 1908
POSTAL RATES

Letter per fraction | Samples and
of 15 grams Post Card Registration Printed matter x 50 grams.

Domestic 1g. 12g. 2g. 1/2 g. (minimum 1 g.)

Djibouti 2g. 12 g. 2g. 1/2 g. (minimum 1.g.)

Foreign 149.+25c. 12g+25c. 2g.+25¢. 1/2 g. + 5 ¢. (minimum 1 g. + 10c.)

Franco colonial 1 g.+ 10c. 2g.+25c.

DOMESTIC COVER

Dinné Dacua te Havan
Depanture: 13-9-08
“DIRRE DAOUA ABYS-
SINIE”

Cthiopian franking 1 g.
(1894) (Demestic postal
wate)

Qwival Howar 13-9-08

REGISTERED
DOMESTIC COVER

Uddis (lbeba te Havun
28-8-08

“ADIS-ABEBA” Jype |

Ethiopian Pranking 3 g.

(60c.“MENELIK I’ )

(1 g Domestic postal
wate 2g. fox Registration)

Ne awival postmark




. PERIOD JUNE-OCTOBER 1908
POSTAL RATES - LETTER TO DJIBOUTI
THE MUTILATED “HARRAR POSTES” POSTMARKS
In June 1908 the Harrar Post Office was supplied with new stamps and postal material, included the
postmarks “HARRAR POSTES" type | and type II, lightly different owing to the position of some

characters upon the dashes. The same for the Diré Daoua Post Office, but the Diré Daoua Post Office
went on using the old “DIRRE DAOUA ABYSSINIE” postmark.

“HARAR POSTES”
Type Il

Favvax to Djibouti
Depanture: 1-8-08

Ethicpian franbing: 2 g.

( Postal xate te Djibouti)
Feostage Due stamp

“Taxe & Pengevor T”
Canceled: “HARRAR
POSTES” Jypelll

(wival 6-8-08

LETTER TO DJIBOUT]
INSUFFICIENTLY
FRANKED

Divé Dasua te Djibouti
Depanture: 2-9-08

Emap"au ‘m- -

1 Piastre (lacking 1 Piastre ox 1
g-) canceled :

“DIRE DAOUA ABYSSINIE”

Fawed with 20 cents stamp
Oboch (Wawios )

Awival 4-9-08
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t " PERIOD JUNE-OCTOBER 1908
POSTAL RATES - POST CARD TO ABROAD

ADDIS ABEBA:THE NEW
ARADA AUXILIARY OFFICE
AND THE MAIN POST OFFICE |

| 11/2 4. cvorprinted “Ethiapic’
/. \in bluc ink
Somati Coast franking:
| {10c. (1903 issue)
i.?mtafmzecaa&wad

Beth canceled
“ADDIS-ABABA POSTES!

On 20th of July 1908 a new Post
Office was created at Arada,
“Place du Marché” (Market Place) |
by Mr. Roque. Mr. Maure was en- &
trusted to manage it. It was sup-
plied with stamps and postal ma-
terial, included the postmark
"ADDIS-ABABA POSTES" type Typell  2.10-08
I, previously in use at the Ad-

dis Abeba Post Office. { T ;WPMM23-’0-‘)&'
Mail originated from the Aradaq 2 > o 2 3

Post Office can be recognized
only by that postmark since 20th- O
July 1908. B e :
The Adt;ils abebaPPo:.t oc:ﬁﬁ” ce be‘; : \f E f“"“‘%‘éf éﬂ{‘*%__,t}a‘;{i ."
came the Main Pos ce an X 2 X 2 = Y W o =
was inaugurated by the Emperor {)‘h -}‘? "%\ &'{‘(\i\g é}*‘ N E ‘s Ve, | Vialet ceat of Guedne
on 1st August 1908. s

: % E r k-\ Eqriabfien Raad, pevson-
; oy = ) e ; o '

"1 (ddis (Beba to Reims 16-10-1908
| Ethiopian Franfing: 2 1)2 g.
. Somati Coast franfiing: 35c. (1903)
| cancefed “ADIS-ABEBA* Type |

" | Qwival pestmark 23-10-08

iz — Brev- lﬂa:ri — waleja b}a‘!m
Orspu‘me nuciad — Jloumcus sapra

!?oat Ctfice, pestcand sent ﬂy M.
Snuun, the pestmatex, ta Rio wife.

114



" ' PERIOD JUNE-OCTOBER 1908
POSTAL RATES - FRANCO COLONIAL LETTER

c/fg??wwr-,c P é”'

;/;// /’ il M
R © A e

Hawvwar te Condeissiat
| Depanture: 5-9-08

| Su. Semali Coast franking:

| 10 c. (1903 isoue)

Both canceled:“HARRAR
. POSTES” Jypel

| Fuansit Djibouti 8-9-08

| Quival 20-9-08

| Redinected to Pais

| Qwivat 219-08

| (Brance)
— | Depanture: 29-8-08

%49(?3945&:&)

| (29 fox 2 weight units, 2 ¢
| fox intewnal Registuation)
- | Fv. Semati Coast franking
| 145c.(1902 isoue)

“ (20 c. for 2 weight units
¢ |25 c. fox extewnal Regist.)
(U canceled:
“HARRAR  POSTES
"~ Gypell

| @wisat : 13-9-08

| Redinected to Pais
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THE ADMISSION OF ETHIOPA TO U.PU.
THE ETHIOPIAN IMPERIAL POST (From November 1908 into February 1909)

Ethiopia was admitted to U.P.U. on 1st November 1908. Ethiopian stamps became valid for mail to
abroad. Since the new set of stamps printed according to the U.P.U. rules did not arrive in time the old
1894 set was once more overprinted in Latin characters, as requested by U.P.U. regulations. Piastre
was the current denomination for guerche, and 1 Piastre corresponded to 1 guerche. '
As the new definitive set of stamps arrived in late February 1909, up to that date the provisional Pias-
tre issue, also called “U.P.U. issue” was the only possible franking in Ethiopia. We can consider that
months as the period of the entering of Ethiopia into U.P.U. New postal rates were introduced, the
most common:

2 Piastres (or guerches) for letter to abroad up to 20 grams, 1 Piastre per additional 20 grams
1/2 Piastre for postcard to abroad

1 Piastre for domestic and to Djibouti letter up to 20 grams, 1 Piastre per additional 20 grams
2 Piastre for Registration

POSTAL RATES - LETTER TO ABROAD

Farax te Paxis

Fuanking: 2 Piastres
Canceled “HARRAR
POSTES” typel 7-17-05

Gnansit Djibouti 10-11-08
Ne aviival pestmark

- 7th Navembier 1908, earliest fnewwn date of postmarks en cavers fouvanded fxom Ethi-
opia with Ethispian franking alone, after the enteving of Ethiopia inte U.P.U.
This cover was fouvarded by 7. Guillet, the Hamax postmaster.
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THE ETHIOPIAN IMPERIAL POST (From November 1908 into February 1909)
| POSTAL RATES

DOMESTIC LETTER

Fornax te Addis (Beba
Fnanking: 1 FPiastres
Canceled “HARRAR
POSTES” type |
26-12-08

Quival pestmark 3-1-09

REGISTERED LETTER TO ABROAD

Fbarvax to Gendue
Franking: 4 Piastres

(2 Piastnes pestal vate +
2 Piastres Registation )
Canceled “HARRAR
| POSTES” type I

- 14.11-08

(wival 4-12-08

117



- THE ETHIOPIAN IMPERIAL POST (From November 1908 into February 1909)

POSTAL RATES
POST CARD TO ABROAD

J CGLILLET
HARAR Franking: 1]2 Piastwe

| canceled

| “HARRAR POSTES* Type I

|| 161208

M o N /;3&2”” ;__\i_ i e 1 Ne avival pestmark

Dy /

i é ( 'C_E?. CA q A -’;f LA SNl
k ‘ i
i

'

s Tty =r

POST CARD WITHOUT TEXT TO ABROAD INCOMING COVER FROM JERUSALEM

Pranking 5 centimes en 5 Pf. GPOITurkey
Gransit Djibouti 1-1-09 Awival 9-1-09

% Jfammmmu 16-10-1908  Posteard sent by Mx. Seunin,

§umﬁ.mg. 1]4 Piasire. the (ddis (feba postmaster, ta
ﬁoauoeted“HARAR* Type I fis wife with only date and
' Ne awival pestmark signatuxe on the fxant side.
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THE ETHIOPIAN IMPERIAL POST (From November 1908 into February 1909)
MAIL FORWARDED BY PRIVATE MESSENGERS

WELCOME TO COUNT COLLI BY EMPRESS TAITU’

Cta0:bbt2: 00 E0CYTHEELEE Q-

%L H:-0F0@0:-0%+- 08 -0bh.m A 0:aD
1A +:-0AdD-4- A0 HEC:-—
8 g0:42°¢: 0 U-X:
89 A:800:0UT-adAqEYII:-Cavy-aT:
OLtH+:0LaAT WRUI:-QUT-€929V
QY E+:C LI 0 IdD 0 & b:t%d.

Jn the uppex pant the seal of the Empuess Taiti.

“Whitten by the Empress Taitw’ Stax of Ethiopia.

That it avives to the Captain Count Colli, Minister Plenipotentiony of the Ttalian Gou-
evument. Fealth is with you. J veceived your letten anncuncing your avival in Addis
(beba. Welcome.

Whritten in the yeax of grace 1901, the 3vd day of Jakatit”. (10 February 1909 )
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THE ETHIOPIAN IMPERIAL POST (Since November 1908)
MAIL FRANKED WITH THE U.P.U. DEFINITIVE SET

2ndap'a£7909 .‘Reg:otaedmm&an&edatf&'g.(Zg. fotmagﬁtmut 9g.addtt;ma£9umghtum2g.ﬂqumn)
otamps (1g. On the Back) from the UPU definitive issue. The stamps aﬁt&epmbwua!madmyduaﬁdfu
&au&ugweut{mua&y.med{apﬁdam&cpmpua.
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