T ——

- ALPINE SKIING -
ONE OF THE MOST POPULAR WINTER SPORTS

What does the alpine skiing mean for people today? A healthy passion? A spectacular sport requiring hard struggling?
Spectacular events in the mid of wonderful mountains? An expensive but very rewarding sport?
Yes. all this can be said about this marvellous sport.

This exhibit presents a brief history of alpine skiing, from its beginnings, its development, the related equipment,
its connections and competitions. When in 1896 Mathias Zdarsky ran his first downhill on a slope in Lilienfeld with
his own ski-technique and self-developed equipment, he did not even imagine that he has just added a new chapter
in the four thousand vears old skiing adventure. called alpine skiing.
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At the time this letter was sent. one could not know vet that Lilienfeld. Lower Austria, will be known as the cradle
of alpine skiing Ex offo judicial letter with the linear ,, LILIENFELD " postmark in oval frame (15358
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PROLOGUE—Thoughts about snow
Alpine skiing is a sport that requires a natural kind of precipitation, snow, that covers hills and mountains.

This happens only in winter, so alpine ski lovers crave for it, refleting poem:
.. ...so0n the mighty winter will prevail,
Snow is already on the mountain senn?”
excerpt from the Pet6fi-poem:
At the End of September”
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Sandor Pet6fi, Hungarian poet A town got its name from the snow
Decentralized pieces in the state of Kentucky in the U.S.A.

It is often the case that mountains covered with a lot of snow are also named after the snow.
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The Schneekoppe got its name from the
huge quantity of snow that falls there

Postal stationery card, 1926

The 1602 meter high Schneekoppe
is a mountain on the border
Czech Republic and Poland

: Picture of a snow crystal. Let’s make
N 000034 fru?nds with it beclause it will play
- an important role in the following!




1. HEROIC AGES OF SKIING AND THE BIRTH OF ALPINE SKIING
1.1. When, why and where was skiing invented?

According to archeological research, cave drawings found in Norway, skiing is estimated several thousand
vears old. It was used for fast transport, hunting, and in some cases. in warfare. Norway is the original homeland
of skiing. Finally. skiing has evolved into a great cross-border sport.

A skier's portrait on a
4000 year old Norwegian : =
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Skiing soldiers, the .Muscovites™ from
the 16th century were painted by
Russian artist S.W.lvanov (1864-1910) Formerly the skiing
— technique originating
o ‘ from Telemark, Norway.
l
|
|
|

C.B. UBAHOB - 18641910

was applied on the slopes.
but because of the long
skis. it proved to be tiring.

In the late 1900s. when only Norwegian skis were
used on flat terrain and slopes. they also tried to jump.
The lenght of the jumps was around 25 m.

The so-called Telemark
technique helped to learn to
turn on skis
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A child skiing downhill on a 1846 painting of the Norwegian painter A. Tidemand
(Oslo. National Gallery) Boolet of ten stamps




1.2. The story of the first ski-postman

The legendary John Thompson, nicknamed Snowshoee Thompson. was the ski pioneer of USA. At the age
of 10. he came to California with his family from Norway. He was the first semi-official postman who crossed
Sierra Nevada with his long skis in winter. From 1856 he worked on various roads in snowy seasons for more
than twenty years aro und California and in the western part of Nevada. About his person in the , Death Valley
Days”™ movie series S2El 3 eplsode also authentlcallv commemorates.
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Back side of this cover
in 80% copy-detail
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Snow Shoe is a little town in Pennsylvania, U.S.A. The origin of the name refers to snowshoes often
used by the population during the winter, snowy period. This cover was sent from Snow Shoe to London in 1853

| e

= The picture shows Carson Valley, Genoa settlement

Snowshoe Thompson can be seen in the picture where John Thompson worked for decades. The tomb
with his huge backpack of at least 20 kgs. of Thompson can be seen in the cemetery of Genoa
Norwegian skis and ski pole in his hand town which was the first settlement in Nevada
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Probably one part of the San Francisco-Wheatland route was passable by ski only in early March
(1873 date is from the letter). 1873 was still an active year for Thompson. Although he did not accept
money for deliveries, he marked the items as a ski postman.

R There is a private-but semi-official-ski-post mark on the cover, max 20 similar exist
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1.3. The first significant ski club and expedition

In 1877. Fridtjof Nansen, the Nobel-prized zoologist and explorer was one of the founders of the world’s
first ski club. Christiania, in Norway. It was named after the old name of the capital Oslo.

Postal stationery card sent from Christiania to Copenhagen, 1889

In 1888 Nansen and his team
made a month and a half
exploratory-scientific crossing of =
the lower third of Greenland by ski, |
winning international fame by this. !
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1907 - 1957

As shown in the picture, Nansen and his team used very simple kind of clothing,
appliances and ski technique
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1.4. The pioneer of alpine skiing

Before talking about the protagonist of our story. we must mention the creator of German alpine and
military mountaineering skiing. It is about Wilhelm Paulcke, who was the founder of several Central
European ski associations and the author of ,,Der Skilauf” published in 1899.

The father of the ..first modern™ alpine ski technique
was Mathias Zdarsky from Lilienfeld, after many
experiments, came to the idea of shortening the

"Norwegian" skis, and providing it with novel, partly
well fixable bindings. With the equipment created
in this way, he learned to ski well on the slopes of
Muckenkogel. a mountain near his home. Later he

also taught his disciples to ski well on steep slopes.

The new "Lilienfeld"- technique triumphed

on the steepest slopes of Schneeberg, on a

HIGH SNOW HILL, in 1905. This was

the first competition to prove the superiority
of the new skiing technique.

1.5. An earlier organized form of ski education

In the 1910s, Mathias Zdarsky and his trainees teached the basics of skiing to thousands selected soldiers
of the Austro-Hungarian Army, on the requests of the Ministry of Defences. After the beginning of
World War I, gained even more importance, especially in the mountain troops, serving at the borders.

The greatest centre of military ski education in the years of WW1 was in Zillertal, Tyrol, Austria.
Soldiers were in excellent high mountain condition where they were placed in groups in a huge
building called Berlinerhiitte.
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Berlinerhiitte, built in 1879, at the height of 2042 metres, was the home
of organized ski education for the soldiers from the Monarchy
Censored field postcard with field post office headquarters cancellation (1915)



1.5. An earlier organized form of ski education

After completing the Berlinerhiitte courses, the best performing soldiers were sent by the military
headquarters for additional special ski courses. Their centers were the Fieberbrunn in Tyrol and the

Kitzsteinhorn glacier in High Tauern.
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The high-level techmcal knowledge of alpme skiling was acqulred by the soldlers
on the northern slope of Wildseeloder. belonging to Fieberbrunn
Field postcard, is censored by the local command (1915)

The other site was the constanly snowy trough of the Kitzsteinhorn glacier rising above the town
of Kaprun where the Imperial Hunter, Hauptmann Viktor Machek led the training of special skiing

for military purposes on the dangerous glacier with icy gaps.
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From the autumn of 19135 to the spring of 1916, a giacier ski corps was formed under
Hauptmann Machek’s command to protect Austria’s highest mountain borders in the WW1
Field postcard, 1916



1.5. An earlier organized form of ski education

As can be seen from the above. the technique and equipment of alpine skiing developed
enormously during the WW1. thanks to the experience gained during large-scale military training.
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K.u. k. Skikompagnie 55. L T. D.
Feldpost

After the selected soldiers were physically fit, they also learned to ski. famous teams have been created,
the ski companies of Monarchy. Field post cover with full content letter (1915)

A repeated tribute and recognition to the Father of Alpine Skiing. Mathias Zdarsky. because
these results would not have been possible without his knowledge and experiences.

Herrn
Sadndor K u r d i ¢ s

3180 Lilienfeld Hajnalka u. 14
; . b " H-2011 Budakalédsz
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From Zdarsky’s ,,one-pole Lilienfeld” ski tcchnlque today’s ski technique
was developed in several stages.
Later on, his main aim became elaboraticn of racing, training and coaching methods
Overpaid philatelic cover




Javored the development of the sport depicted.

1.6. Initial development of skiing
from central support

Support of modern physical education. - _ _ . : - =
essential for successful competitive | :
sport, was helped by central efforts.

The 1925 sport set issued by Hungarian Post
also had this purpose, their price doubling
the nominal value. The 100 % extra charge

Skiing was one of the supported sports,
represented by a downhill skier using
Telemark technique.

(This is the first ski stamp of the world)

A M Neeas
foliar
fostievelisi celokra

fordittuil.

100% extra charge

This is a representative of the final 200 K stamp design which is
Decentralized piece an Indian ink sketch by Ferenc Helbing (1925) ©
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R Special utilization of the 200 K value on an official document. Szdr, 29. October, 1925



2. EQUIPMENTS OF ALPINE SKIING
2.1. Alpine skis and bindings as basic devices

Until 20s were used shortened and very bended wooden Norwegian skis
R Wrapper with private advertisement (Vienna, 1907)
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It was a mature technology !
for making Norwegian skis.
It had to be suitable both for
driving on flat terrain and

-for turning and jumping on :

sloping terrain. |

75% copy-detail
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2.1. Alpine skis and bindings as basic devices

Until the end of the century and in the next 25y
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Norwegian old-time skis

ars only the Norwegian ski type was used
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V4 The skiers used Norwegian-type of skis with bindings
R Private print on a one-cent McKinley postal card
(U:S:A4:, 1902)
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Before and during WW 1 skiers of mountain troops were also using o this type of skis
Semi-official postal stationery card made for military purpose (Austria, 1911)



2.1. Alpine skis and bindings

Until the late 30s, bended wooden skis
and spring bindings, fixable in various
ways at the heel as well, were used
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Most of the bended skis
were made of ash wood

Early ashwood skls were coated with good quality lacquer
because the protection from water was a necessity
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2.1. Alpine skis and bindings as basic devices

Skis are improved by manufacturers almost each year.
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The curved shape of a downhill ski is well seen in the air during a skier jump
Official French postal service cover
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Abfender:

Name, Wobnort, Strafe,

augmummer, Gebdudeteil, |
Stodwert) . Ol d t\‘pe
| ..Kandahar™
i binding
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der Uufjdrift ju legen! (Strafe, Hausunnumer, Bebiiudeteil, Stodwert) TOday s skis (Wlth
i ' ski-brake bindings)
: taking turns very
The town of Murnau is close to the famous ski resort well, are made
of Garmisch-Partenkirchen. with small radius,
We can see the advertisement of a ski factory operating here in 1940s. these are the

1948. Parcel card with private advertisement ~carving” skis



2.2. Good quality alpine ski boots are important Old models

Herold die Weltmarke!

The design of the ski
boot always followed
the development
of ski bindings

Pofiearte

A hundred years ago
it was possible to buy
such ski boots in the
sport department

of a famous
department store

R  Printed-to-private-
-order advertising
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(Hva slag skotey, se nedenfor]

Beholdningsoppgave - Alle linjer ma fylles ut.
Alt hva forbrukeren har av skotsy feres opp uansett nar og p& hvilken mbto skotsyet er mottatt aller anske".(.

Se forst omstdende side!

: Arbeidsstovler av leer . ........|H Tofler, alle slag .. .........|Annet skotoy (ogss urasionert) hva slag?
A Skistovler, alle slag. .. ........ |1 Kalosier, (lave). . . . o\t v v s
Eraimilee o lghande ., v« vl i Snnsoklior. Hassarstavibe-w st 1L ‘Husstandens beholdning av materialer til skotey
Arbeidsfottay av gummi . . . .. 3 sl | et b SR DU e . T s
B ? ey agstevier av gummi idamer og bara] _ ‘ I" " kk k hv ' 5
Sportsfottay av gummi. . . .. col K |drettsskotey (Hvastag?) Ll gunmcstiny, som. (LY kel mman ey vk egi
G Leidssko Ut = R ‘
C Spr:;:s:; (l;::) :v( a,:) el M Trebunn skaftestovler s e Annet utslitt skotey som ikke kan repareres (hva slag?)
. i WL 140150, ey ottlaer el
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DfSkinnstavler (av bokskalv, sjevrb o :..;' """1o Ortopedisk skotoy wdd sher mil Skotoy (og gummifotay) som ikke kan nyties av
, {EER B Trabtnski: ot g wadt) forbrukeren (hva slag)?. ...
£ Selskapssko, hva slag (beskrivelse):|" - : Hvis en annen i husstanden kan ny!lo dem skotay.
e T A e o R S P R  Trebunniofler ftar ol sinn ovard) . oppgi dennes navn og alder.. .
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r _Sandaler og sandaletter . . ... .. g Skinnsko med stiv tresdle . . . s T S e o et S e o A T
| " Sommersko av stoff m. gummiséle Trebunnskinnstevler . .. .....|Skotoy som forbrukeren har lant bort (fil hvem?)
Turnsko, tennissko og lignende Trebunnsandaler og sandaletter ............................................................

Jeg erklzrer at alt hvs forbrukeren har av sketsy er fert opp pd skjemset | samsvar med reglene pd omstiende side. Jeg kienner til st det er smmm i &l
ariktige eller ufullstendige oppgaver. Jeg er villig til & la kontrollerer sum viser fram legitimasjon fra rasjoneringsmyndighetune, n2 og senere undersske hva jeg
(forbrukeren) har av sketsy,

Fylles ut av  Apvisnin
staringss 9 sendt .| ..194 .
nemnda: Avslag

Signatur Snkerens bundeukrihfl‘.' -

During and after WW II, the available products were in shortage. But there were helping opportunities.
For example, if you were interested in a pair of ski boots. you had to fill out this form.
R Printed-to-private-order advertising postal stationery card from Norway, 1943



2.2. Good quality alpine ski boots are important

More modern and latest models
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Until the 60s, only short-stemmed. leather ski boots with strings were used

Modern, mostly three- and four-clipped. plastic ski boots became general from the 80s in both
racing and mass sport. Geometrical shaping of bottom parts, fitting to bindings, were standardized.

40@ CALBGBAHV

NICARAGU

Racer with modern ski boots

The cable binding boots used by this
skier, as seen from the top, represented
other, less popular method in the 80s.

CES’?OSLODF?ZSICO

CESROSLOVENSKO

The special cancellation shows a three-clip plastic ski boot



2.3. The role of ski poles

Ski poles are important
appliances in alpine skiing.

The ski poles serve
several purposes
for the alpine skier.

Specific meaning
of the place name

Cover sent from Sibot,
(Sibot= ski pole in Hungarian)
Fehér county, today
Romania with a
stamp issued by the Hungarian
Post in the early weeks of its
independence - 19 June 1867

The four tasks of the alpine ski poles are:

I raeiiles AT

iroler Kunstverlag Chizzali, Inusbruck,

StraBe der Sudetendeutschen 2k (Sillgasse

kg, 00 uf&/m,m 3

\ nmsbrnek 1

////

““W\“F 1200

Taking rhythm for turning

Takmg 1mpulse
at start

W FIS ALPINE
~ SKI-WM 2001

Balancing at

" Fast elimination of the layable gates
as barriers at slalom special

extremely high
speeds .



2.3. The role of ski poles

What kind of ski poles did alpine skiers use in the 1930s? The poles are usually made of bamboo,

the handle

is made of leather. the snow plate is made of bamboo + leather strap. Its characteristic feature is the relatively
large diameter snow plate. because at that time they often skied in deep snow. the tracks were not yet
hardened and smoothed. This type of ski pole construction is widespread and has been used in North

America. the Scandinavian and the Alpine countries.
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Alpine skier holding contemporary ski poles while jumps on the ski track
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Olvmpic F.D.C. sent by air mail post from Lake Placid. U.S.A. to Ontario, Canada, with 4 x 2 C air mail franked

(1932)
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Remarkable large diameter snow plates can be seen on ski poles of the alpine skier
Domestic official first flight cover sent from Pickle Crow-Collins to Stratford, Ontario, Canada
with franked 6 C (1935)



2.3. The role of ski poles Design and development of ski poles

Amtlich N
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WINTERSPORT
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Herrn %. Stubenvoll-Wagner,
Bartensheimerstr. 48,
Until the twenties, :
a wooden ski pole Basel.
was used, which was SRR
replaced by bamboo Thinner ski poles, made of metal, especially steel.
ski poles in 1930s were used already before the 70s.  Official cover-detail in the 40s

(2) Second fold
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. Tyavel..the perfect freedom

This American free-time skier is also using thin

SLOVENSKDO ski poles. Second fold of an aerogramme from U.S.A.
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In order to minimize air resistance, the
downbhill skier is using curved
poles with small discs nowadays

These days the slalom skiers are using
straight poles, made of aluminium alloy



2.4. Clothing and safety equipment

...about ski suits and the fashion

Ski clothing is still a mix of practicality and fashion

A Canadian skier in light ski suit gets a momentum with his ski pole on a bright winter day
Old T.C.V (precursor of CM) card from Canada, 1907

Look! A Highly Specialized Line

SKI SUITS

. . made of 24 ounce wool snowcloth .

SIZES 12 to 18

at one master price

$A4.50 2 pc

suit

Designed to meet the
special requirements of
this season. Eight beauti-
ful (you can believe us) styles,
at one dominating price.

STYLE 1405, sketched,
is a smart looking suit.
The Jacket is lined and is
an cffective combination
of plain colored snow-
cloth and bright colored
striped wool. Skipantsare
well tailored and full cut.

Colors: brown, navy,
wine, green.

Price: $4.50, 2 pc. suit

Terms: 8/10 E. O. M.

WESTERN NOVELTIES, Inc.
1350 BROADWAY, NEW YORK CITY
Room 1612 —  Phone: CHickering 4-0370

This women'’s ski clothes of the thirties
is more about fashion than sports.

In four different colors, eight women’s ski suit
can be purhased at one of Broadway’s stores
R Printed-to-private-order advertising
postal stationery card from U.S.A.

(1937)

Fashionable
women’s ski suit
from the 40s

TRAIN to TIMARU

70c

CLASSIC TRAVEL POSTERS




2.4. Clothing and safety equipments Old clothing
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" There is not too much difference in the clothing of the recreational (above) and
the competitor skiers (below) in the 1930s
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2.4. Clothing and safety equipments

Between 1930 and 1950, the clothing of alpine skiers is
simple and easy to describe. Both female and male skiers
wore thick woolen pullovers, tight breeches, tight woolen
socks. a woven cap, sometimes with an ear-flap, and
leather gloves.
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Female and male skiers Men’s ski

in breech-type of trousers clothing at
the time

of the1948
Winter
Olympics

Monaco CM
from 1948

...about development of ski suits
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ISLAND
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In the seventies
and eighties the

jet pants was fashion

L

Nizke Tatry Huskue Tarpn Les Basses Talry

TATRANSKY POHAR
TATPAHCHUNA KYBOK
LA COUPE DE TATRY

3 9 ‘:oos Olympic Winter Games

Today’s racing ski clothing

Even in the 1950s Tatra Cup, the racers used breeches



2.4. Clothing and safety equipments Ski helmets, glasses, gloves. protectors
['he speed of skiing increased over time. and the means of defense also improved in proportion to this.

Special devices were manufactured to protect the head. eyes, hands and feet. Of these, of course, head
protection is the most important.
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\5 soon as the skis have been accelerated and skiing technique has developed.
the use of helmets to avoid accidents has become necessary
Registered cover, sent within the GDR, mixed mailing (GDR and Deutsche Post stamps).
Sent from Kamenz. The addressee moved, so sending it to a new address to Fiirstenwalde.
The additional fee was paid by the new addressee (1950)
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3 ['oday. good quality .
§ brake-off helmets {
5 and gloves are .
essential. Vapor-free ly
The slalom skier ski glasses are
. . -
is using hand and used by both
leg protectors professionals ‘
to hit the gates and amateurs

A ski downhill racer
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2.5. SKki lifts to reach the ski tracks

Ski lift is a mechanism for transporting skiers up a hill or a mountain peak.
Ski lifts are tipically a paid service at ski resorts. We know many types of ski lifts.

N / —
WM M. J The supporting
/Y pillars of the
%‘éwy T-bar lift are

J clearly visible
in the enlarged
detail

Les Hautes Tatry

Vysoké Tatry Bucokne Tatpul

TATRANSKY POHAR 1950
TATPAHCHKUMN KYBOR
LA COUPE DE TATRY
There are two well-known ski lifts in the picture. an aerial cable car and a T-bar lift.
(At the latter the support poles are difficult to see due to the distance). The earliest. mainly
in the 1930s. were the aerial cable car lifts with cabins for transporting 20-40 people. which
were also used by skiers in the winter. Tatra Cup ski race cancallation on the domestic PS card.

= -

Trial colour
proof - — — ——
Two cabins are towed along the driven ropeway at the same time,
one going up and the other going down. R Colour proof
with 1420 as colour number. A total of 3 pieces could be offered for sale



2.5. Ski lifts to reach the ski tracks
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The pictured aerial cable car starts near Ehrwald and heads towards the Zugspitze. This is the .. Tiroler Zugspitzbahn™
This cover sent by airmail supplemented with airport departure and arrival cancellations

The most widespread
type of ski lifts
is the chairlift.

It is used for touristic

purposes and not
only in winter.
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o R 10 commemorate the "Hong Kong '94"
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e e . % 18- 21 February 1994
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Where the cable has no more role.
The gondola lift usually Is it possible to slide It is usually used by wealthy skiers
carries 6-8 people. Several upwards? Yes, the who ski down from inaccesible
gondolas operate simul- disk bar is suitable peaks and ridges. Attention.
taneously up and down for this

heliskiing is not cheap!



2.5. SKi lifts to reach the ski tracks Train in the role of ski lift

[f you want to reach a ski resort by train in ski clothes. ski boots and with ski equipment. there are no
obstacles in Switzerland.
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This \l\m 1S NOW boardmU a Swiss train with its full quupmgm ‘His g s_oal is to reach a ski resort.
Postal stationery card sent from Bern, Switzerland, to Komarom, Hungary with franking added up to 25 Rp. (1948)
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Here is another option. This cogwheel railway lal\us you o one of the famous ski resort in the Bernese Alps.
You have to get off at the Kleine Scheiddeg stop. then you can attach the skis, then head downhill!

Postal stationery card with advertising cancellation sent from Ziirich to Budapest, franking added up to 20 Rp. (1940)




2.5. Ski lifts to reach the ski tracks

Sankt Anton am Arlberg is a village and a ski resort center in the Austrian state of Tyrol. Skiing
has a long history in St. Anton, the popular ski tracks with associated ski lifts built from the 1930s.
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2 cable railways to the Galzig Mountain, Valluga cabie
railway (9,222 ft.), Kapall ski-lift (7,631 fc.), 10 more
ski-lifts. Famous ski runs and extensive practice slopes,
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" 2 téléphériques du mont Galzig, téléphérique du mont
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As you can read. a cable railway and more than ten ski lifts were already in operation
in Sankt Anton in 1964.

Advertising postal stationery card sent from Vienna to Budapest (1964)
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In the description. instead up funicular, the name gondola would have been more correct.
Advertising postal stationery card sent from Vienna to Budapest (1954)



2.5. SKki lifts to reach the ski tracks

The most popular ski lifts received different postal ads

The ads appeared on stamps, on postal stationeries
and special cancellations
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A personal one chairlift in Fieberbrunn
near Kitzbiihel (Austria. Tyrol)

Advertisings of ski lifts

Lot

Advertising of ski lift to Schmittenhthe peak
(Austria, Salzburgerland, 1937)
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An interesting chairlift
in Poiana-Brasov
(Romania)

The Otscher ski resort was popularized with six ski lifts
on the spectacular advertising special cancellation

(Lackenhof, Lower Austria, 1982)
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BERGSTADT ZELL AM SEE, Salzburg, Austria
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Schmittenhdhe (2000 m), 3 Sknllﬂe

Starting point for the Grossglockner High Alpine Road:
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There are very popular and great ski tracks near Zell am See.
This ski resort had a cable railway and three other ski lifts in 1958
Express mail with additional franking




2.5. SKi lifts
to reach
the ski
tracks
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BRAUNWALD (Glars) - SKISCHLITTENBAHN
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The most popular ski lifts are named in Austria. For example. one of the ski lifts connecting
the ski resorts of Flachau and Wagrain is called ,,Flying Mozart”.
This 10-person ski lift takes skiers in two stages from 917 meters to 1814 meters
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The world-famous Viennese classicist musician, W. A. Mozart is almost flying on the wings of music
Booklet of six self-adhesive stamps




2.6. Marked ski tracks

The development. safeguarding and management of alpine ski tracks. their preparation for use requires exper-
tise. Tracks accredited for racing are taken in public use after the racing. therefore the appropriate infrastructure

is important.

Innsbruck
mountain
wreath with
famous
marked
ski tracks

10 frimerker a kr 3.50 Kr 35.-

When even skiers and sledgers could use a common track. This was in the past.

Today: complete separation!

Booklet of ten stamps
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As early as 1908, they could 6;l}: hold an alpine ski race on a designated course.
Old T.C.V (precursor of CM) card. from Chaux-de-Fonds, Switzerland, 1908

Venues for the
Alpine World
Championships
and the Winter
Olympic Alpine
Ski Events
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Alpine olympic tracks near Grenoble
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Olympic tracks near Bjelasnica
and Jahorina Mountains, Sarajevo

Downbhill
tracks

Slalom special
and giant
slalom tracks



2.6. Marked ski tracks :
The alpine ski tracks are numbered and colored sign.
Black is difficult, red is moderately difficult, blue is easy track marking.

OLYMPIASTADT

6020 INNSBRUCK, Tirol, Osterreich, 570-2641 m

3 Abfahrtsstrecke vom Patscherkofel. Technische Daten: X
Start 1950 m (1850 m), Ziel 1080 m, Hohenunterschied Josef Scholm
870 m, Lange 3145 m

Wielands 11

Photo: R. Frischauf, Innsbruck 137. Aufiage/13 StraBe, Hausnummer, Stiege und Tirnummer oder Post-
fachnummer

Absender:

3950 GMUND/NQ

Postleiczahl Bestimmungsort

Postleitzehl

The downbhill track of Patscherkofel, near Innsbruck, was modernized for the 12th Winter Olympics.
The 1964 and 1976 men’s downhill racing was held here

Amateurs also train on the tracks assigned for skiing
A further 1,5 RUB additional franking on the back side of the cover



2.6. Marked ski tracks

As we can sce from the above. the planning of alpine ski slopes. the selection
of the ideal track. the construction and classification (marking) of the tracks
were a serious. full of responsibility technical task both in the past and today.

Route of the
olympic alpine races

Marked alpire ski
tracks generally run
under the chairlifts

70" ANNIVERSARI
SCUODLA DI:5C1
NG

Ski instruction is
allowed only on the

Downhill and slalom events of the 10th Winter Olympics
were held in Chamrousse. near Grenoble (1968)
R Artist’s proof with embossed seal, signed by G. Bétemps, designer
and engraver. A total of 9 pieces could be offered for sale

The marked ski tracks are
prepared daily by snow-cats
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Norwegian alpine skiing has developed rapidly since the 1950s. At the time, many marked downhill tracks

were built, which were maintained using modern equipment.

Spectacular francotype cancellation (1953)
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2.7. Rescue equipment and methods in the event of a ski accident

There are two main aspects to ski accidents. These are the failure or disaster of the ski lifts and the accident to the
skier while is skiing. Although the modern ski lifts are equipped with safety equipments and are provided with
multiple safety system. accidents are rare but they can happen. Here are two examples from the world of ski lifts:

1992. Chairlift accident: Nassfeld, Austria. The pulling cable jumped of the guide wheels. 4 dead, 9 injured.

Mountain rescuers took part in the rescue using a helicopter.
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Chairlift (like the Nassfed) in Poiana ski resort near the town Brasov (Romania)
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2000. Funicular accident: Kaprun, Austria. 155 people lost their lives as a result of a fire in the funicular-tunnel.
In addition to the mountain rescuers, ambulances. firefighters took part in the rescue.

— NIESEN-BAHN bei Mdilenen

Firefighter
in life-saving

action

Funicular ski lift (like the Kaprun) in Niesen ski resort (Switzerland)




2.7. Rescue equipment and methods in the event of a ski accident

Unexpected accidents occur both at professional events and amateur skiing. Like any accident,
these also have causes (fall, hit, natural catastrophe etc.)
We can now see a technical error that could have damaging consequences.
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Incorrect landing after the terrain jump. After the fall. the skier gets into the
The skier’s centre of gravity got behind defending net. Yes, safety first!
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Severe, tragic accidents may be caused by natural catastrophes (avalanche.
glacier rift). In many cases the skiers themselves cause avalanche.
The avalanche detector has claimed lives many times,
they should be used by mountaineer extreme skiers.
Charity stamp issue for the 1954 Vorarlberg avalanche catastrophe, affecting skiers as well



2.7. Rescue equipment and methods in the event of a ski accident
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The precautious majority of skiers begin their route with a ski insurance.
(Baleset biztositas = [ski] accident insurance) R Meter cancellation, 1932
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Which body parts are most likely to be injured while skiing?

AR Rupture of the knee ligament and injury to the hands and fingers
‘ B R, ) R are the most common. In more severe cases, such as head or spine
i 987-

injuries. helicopter rescue is now more common.

-



3. WHY IS ONE OF THE MOST POPULAR WINTER SPORTS?
3.1. Alpine skiers’ favourites are the ski resorts

Though Norway is the original homeland of skiing, by fast spreading of alpine skiing, snowproof ski resorts
with excellent tracks and infrastructure were founded one after another. The heights of the ski resorts range

from low mountains to high-altitude glaciers.

3.1.1. Alpine ski resorts on lower hills
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?pmdelmuhle today Spmdleru\ Ml\n with 20 tracks isa frequented slu resorts
in the KrkonoSe mountains in Czech Republic  Specimen postal stationery card

From the 205 the Hunganan skiers founded some >1\| resorts. One of them was near the capital at Normafa

LEVELEZO-LAP
After its completion,
BUDAPEST, SVABHEGY Y
A székesfovaros menedékhaza a Normafanal Normafa Menedékhaz
Schutzhaus in den budapester Gebirgen
got the name
P - : .Normafa Ski House™,
& \] . where ski deposit,
1 N ; ALY lending service,
[ & - r ‘ resting place and
l 'S 2L Cor 47 tea house awaited
| . N the skiers.
!l = ) ( . J ‘ R  An advertising
l N N aer oA stamping used only
{ S A N , = — - in January 1932
| | i~ $ — /"7 i v by the on-site
' B S C\»\\a .- N < W/ 7 /‘ - /, 1V 44 . /: | post office at the
| Butaest sikentiviroe misinomas 10T — 38 ~ 35 4 new Ski House




3.1.1. Alpine ski resort on the lower hills

The lower tracks are also very popular, especially for families. ski schools and mass sport activists.
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Schierke ski resort is located in Harz Mountain. Germany; in the territory
of the former GDR. 870 m high with 12 km ski tracks and seven ski lifts.
Very popular among beginners.

Postal stationery card with special cancellation sent from Berlin to Hamburg (1950)

Titisee ski resort is
located in the High
Black Forest. Germany,
Baden—Wiirttenberg.
1060 m high with
2.5 km long ski tracks
and three ski lifts.
Small. but still popular
place among skiers
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Flumscrbcruc is the popular ski resort in in the Canton of St. Gallen, Switzerland.
Constantly developing ski resort, the advantage is that it is close to Zurich
and you can ski on lighted tracks every Friday during the winter season
Franking added up to 20 Rp postal stationery card sent from Bern to Dresden (1933)



3.1.1. Alpine skiresorts on lower hills
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Earlier, a winter sport center was built near Sankt Johann im Pongau in
Austria. Today. the ski lifts depart from Alpendorf near Liechtensteinklamm.
Closed postal stationery card with advertising cancellation (1932)

o

Close to the Austrian capital,
the Semmering winter sport
center began to be built in
the late 19th century. Today.
the slopes of the 1360-meter-
high Hirschenkogel offer
great skiing not only during
the day but also at night due
to the track lighting.

—
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Bachmayers Gasthof und Pension

WALDHAUS

Krimml, Qber—szgau (Salzburg

In I\Usum Salzburg state, the slopcs near Krlmml were discovered early b\ sl\lets
Domestic pictured cover with advertising cancellation sent from Krimml to Vienna, Austria, franked 24 Gr (1934)



3.1.1. Alpine ski resorts on lower hills

The old ski resorts. St. Johann in Tlrol is located
in the Kitzbiihel Alps. The Harschbichl is the
highest and starting point for many of the slopes.
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The S\\ edlsh ski resort of Tarnaby is at an
altitude of 540 m. It has 17 marked tracks and
5 ski lifts. Recommended for intermadiate and

beginner skiers.

The ski resort near the town of Kufstein

can be reached from the Kaisertal.

Field postcard with skisport special
cancellation (1940)
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Less well known, there is the existence of a lower but

popular ski resort in Scotland near the town of Pitlochry.
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The 841 m high Ben Vrackie has some ski slopes.

tliche Ordnoung

/Germany

At the top of the Troodos Mountains one can also find the only ski resort in Cyprus. Here. one can take
advantage of the pleasures of winter sports under the beautiful mediterranean blue sky.



3.1.1. Alpine ski resorts on lower hills

In Transylvania (today Romania). in the mountains of Nagyszeben (Hermannstadt, today Sibiu), at an altitude of
1452 meters, a resort called Hohe Rinne (or Hohen Rinne) was established at the end of the 1800s. In 1913, a great
ski track was built on the slope of the Paltinis hill belonging to the holiday resort, which was handed over to
winter holiday guests in the winter season of 1914. Hohe Rinne was approached via a forest road from Nagyszeben,
32 km away. This road was modernized several times until 1910. Horse-drawn carriages were driving the route,
transporting resort guests. food and mail. People and mail had to be paid for.

The Royal Hungarian Post did not operate a post office on the Hohe Rinne, but it allowed the office of the resort center (SKV)
1o charge a fee for the delivery of postal items on the Hohe Rinne—Nagyszeben route and to issue private local stamps as

receiplis.
R.HAU |

JE(()HEN RINNE; .HbHEﬁ RINNE”
' X printed

Private, hotel-postal stamps issues from 1900 made with official postal license.

AUFDER 44,

192 were

The Hohe Rinne private local stamps and their cancallations only confirmed the price of the already
mentioned 32 km route, so even the official postage stamps had to be affixed to the postcards and covers.
(The used literature: different works dealing with Transylvania's hotel post.

The authors: M. Williams, J.L.N.Best and L.S.Ettre)
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Directly above Hohe Rinne. belonging to it a ski track was built in the summer of 1913 and
was already used in the next winter season. At the same time, ski education was also organized.
Today. nine ski tracks with five ski lifts await skiers in the same place, in Paltinis ski resort.
This postcard features the spectacular 1910 Hohe Rinne private local (hotel) stamp and cancellation on the
picture side, dated July 25, 1913. It sent from Hohe Rinne to Nagyszeben (Hermannstadt) with 3 H private
local stamp and cancellation furthermore 3 fillér postage stamp with Nagyszeben cancellation, same dates.
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3.1.2. Serious ski resorts in higher mountains

Austria. the birthplace of alpine skiing, is rich in ski resorts where the tracks start at an altitude of almost
2000 meters and end on the outskirts of a nearby town.
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” f///&f/ W’ View of the

Bige N ! Kitzbiihel tracks
‘,,,4 7 7M?"/L' T today

Kitzbiihel, the 1st rank Austrian ski resorts is the Mecca of alpine skiing. It is
traditionally the favourite place of richer skiers, an exclusive sport and recreation
centre, and the home of the alpine ski world cup, the Hahnenkammrennen.
The most famous downbhill track is the Streif, which starts at 1665 meters,
ends at 805 meters and has 860 meters vertical drops.

REPUBLIK

He i s s ‘August, ; 5
Kanzleirat i.R. s

6. Internationales

Grofglockner Skirennen el vachrease 3%« o0
T G r & 2 /Steiermark, EI=——— S o iar,

Th, Kornerstr. 39/II
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Heiligenblut is a picturesque town near the highest peak in Austria. the Grossglockner. Most ski lifts take skiers
above 2000 meters, who can see more than ten mountain peaks above 3000 meters before heading downbhill.
In the 1940s, especially between 1946 and 1948, the town hosted quality alpine ski racing. Today recreational

skiers enjoy the great opportunities offered by tens of kilometers of tracks and related infrastructure.




3.1.2. Serious ski resorts in higher mountains

The Silvretta Mountains are located on the border of Austria and Switzerland. These areas
of the Alps also have excellent potential for the rapid development of ski resorts.
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Partenen (Parthenen) is a high-altitude town on the Austrian side of Silvretta. a popular ski resort

Registered air mail cover with special cancellation from Parthenen, Austria, to Montreal, Canada,

3 S franked (1947)
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Ryal Wodd g 20 July #5801

Antigua

II Fontca 71 0155

Budapest

The young British

‘ heir to the throne,
who is now

' King Charles I11.

Ungarn.

‘ visited the ski
slopes of
Davos-Klosters

In the vicinity of the Swiss side of the Silvretta, popular ski resorts were established

for many years

early on, the best known region being the classic Parsenn Davos-Klosters. Parsenn is
the birthplace of skiing in Switzerland, but is still one of the most popular ski resorts.
Registered, franking added up to 50 Rp PS card from Chur to Budapest (1933)



3.1.2. Serious ski resorts in higher mountains

One of the most famous ski resorts in Europe is the city of Chamonix in France. In 1924, it was the
center of the first Winter Olympics. The popularity of the resort is unbroken. a real paradise for skiers.
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The ski tracks are located above Chamonix at the foot of Mont Blanc, some of which can be skied also in summer

Another classic European ski resort is located in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany.
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Garmisch-Partenkirchen is a key winter sport region with his healthy climate.

Due to its excellent facilities, it became the focus of attention as early as the 1930s, and it is no coincidence that
in 1936 the olympic ski races were held on tracks close to the city. Its best-known downhill run is the Kandahar.
Additional franking with ,, Notopfer Berlin” postal tax stamp intended for the benefit of the people of West Berlin
after the blockade of 1948.




3.1.2. Serious ski resorts in higher mountains
With its snow-proof slopes of the High Tatras was already an alpine ski region recognized in the 1930s.
Two main regions have been developed. the area around Zakopane in Poland to the north, and the area
around Poprad and Strbské Pleso (Chipped Lake) in Slovakia. Both areas have in common smaller but
high quality ski tracks and excellent inrastucture with many hotels and restaurants.
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The old and famous ski resort is Zakopane. Poland. the home of many recreational and racer skiers
Registered, express postcard with special cancellation. sent from Zakopane to Vilnius, in that time Poland (1939)
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One of the great tracks of the Solisko ski resort next to Strbské Pleso awaits the beginner
and the advanced skiers. It is worth mentioning the beautiful panorama that skiers can enjoy.
The reason for the popularity of this resort are the favourable prices.

Postal stationery card sent to abroad, from Piestany, Czechoslovakia, to Pforzheim, Germany (1935)



3.1.2. Serious ski resorts in higher mountains

We haven’t talked about ski resorts in Switzerland yet, although the statistics are staggering. As early as 1944
there were hundreds of ski tracks and ski lifts awaited the skiers. (Today there are 335 ski resorts, 7073 km
ski tracks and 1822 ski lifts in Switzerland. No other country has these possibilities)
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Arosa, with its almost 3000 m high peaks, and ski tracks making ﬁpi
together 100 km. is one of the favourite alpine ski resort today
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The 4478 m high Matterhorn, which cannot be confused with any other peak, on the green.
At its foot, a more than 100 km track system was developed with 107 ski lifts.
1933. Zeppelin cover to Bern by Swiss Flight — board cancelletion,
Rm postal rate, 487 letters were delivered.
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3.1.2. Serious ski resorts in higher mountains

Switzerland and the skiing! Really!

On the snowy slopes }

of Uri Canton there was |
an intensive ski life at |
the end of the 1800s.

In the middle, there

are snowy peaks of

Uri—-Rotstock
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Swiss jubilee postal stationery card from 1893. Posted over validity, in 1900.

Finally a thought. it was possible
for people in Switzerland to live
their passion in difficult times...

They re shooting on the
Iberian Peninsula, there
is warfare everywhere,
but Switzerland is a calm
island where people are
skiing mainly during the
1944 Christmas season.

This is a pictorial airgraph,
not an individually drawn.
(1944)

Microfilmed original letter
in WW Il which was
reproduced on Y size

of photo paper and
delivered to the addressee.

The airgraph service between
1941 and 1945 is the result

of partnership of British

Forces Post Office and Koduak Co.



3.1.2. Serious ski resorts in higher mountains
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Here is a special ski resort in the Alpine principality. Malbun is a famous ski resort today in Liechtenstein.
We can see ski traces near an alpin hotel or tourist hostel.

R Zeppelin cover delivered from Friedrichshafen to Agram (today Zagreb),

5

.70 franking 20 Rp basic+2,50 air mail fee
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The Malbun ski resort can be approached from the nearby village of Steg.

Most skiers here rent accommodation and participate in the ,.aprés ski™ programs.
Registered cover sent from Vaduz, Liechtenstein, to Louviers, France. The cover sent back to the sender (1934)
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3.1.2. Serious ski resorts in higher mountains

Now, here is a small but very interesting ski area from Bosnia-Herzegovina

Mixed perforation
12172:91/4:1212:12122

ST Y

\ ; ‘ Prenj on S.H.S. issue

On the stamp, the highest peak of the mountain Pirrer?lj,iB'osnia—Herzegovina,
Zelena Glava (2155 m), which is an appreciated starting point of extreme skiers
for a several km long downhill with a great level difference

Two ski resorts popular for recreational skiers and racers

Gastein Valley

with four different resorts
is a winter paradise for skiers
Bad Gastein, Bad Hofgastein,

OSTE

e

special cancellations
(1948, 1958)

\ FEDERATION
B\ FRANCAISE

DE SKi
Tél. 04 50 51 40 34

BP 2451
74011 ANNECY CEDEX

There are four French ski resorts near Annecy, High Savoy (La Clusaz, Le Grand Bornand,
Manigod, St. Jean de Sixt). The F.F.S. works in Annecy




3.1.2. Serious ski resorts in higher mountains

Lake Placid in U.S.A.

(Ski Resort Whiteface, NY” Premier Ski Resort)

Whiteface Mountain Ski Area is located a short drive
from the town, that is Lake Placid, which is a famous
and excellent ski resort up to now. In 1932 the 3rd
Winter Olympic Games were held here.

STOMEEmiNCIPE

LAKE PLACIC 1960 a

This surroundings
has a great number
of constructed tracks

In 1932 the American
Post issued the world’s
second ski stamp
(Normal issue and a
pre-cancelled plece)

Vor 75 Jahren: Erste Bnefmarke
2u Olympischen erersp:elen

8.Sammlerborse im

Jubilee special cancellation
of the 1932 stamp

This resort is known for its beautiful panoramic mountain scenery with fantastic ski tracks. Well-known. the snow

cannons were used here for the first time in 1980, when Lake Placid organized a Winter Olympic Games again.
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R Original artwork for the winter olympic stamp with in two separated layers: graphical and textual (1980)
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3.1.3. High mountain and glacier ski resorts

If you want to ski on a glacier in excellent conditions, the 3203 m high Kitzsteinhorn Glacier above the Austrian cit
of Kaprun is the recommended ski resort. The visitor can come across quality ski tracks and excellent infrastructure
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Distant view of
the Austrian
ski paradise

Herrn (marked)
Rurghardt T r o s t
Schiiler First flight
Zeppelin cover of
LZ 130 to
Sudetenland,

Kuttenplan bei Marienbad,- (., Sudeta flight ")
1 Rm air mail fee,
senton 01.12.1938.
arrived on the
next day to
Reichenberg
(today Liberec)
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The Kltzstelnhorn Glacier with Zell am See town and the Lake Zeller
1929. Postal stationery card with additional franking sent by air mail



3.1.3. High mountain and glacier ski resorts

Kaprun and the ski slopes of the glacier above it enrich the visitors with unforgettable sights
and beautiful experiences. We have the already read in the chapter 1.5. that they were skiing
on the Kitzsteinhorn glacier very early. in the 1910s.

ZELL AM SEE, SALZBURG
e Schénste Gebirgsstadt Salzburgs
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The 4zlm ian post office u/so commemomred the popular sight with the Klz.szem/m) n Qlauer
with a postal stationery card issued later. Overfranked philatelic delivery
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Another pride of Austria is the Dachstein Mountains and the associated glacier at an altitude 3000 meters,
where you can also enjoy the pleasures of skiing until the beginning of summer



3.1.3. High mountain and glacier ski resorts

What about alpine skiing in the Iberian Peninsula?
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Pal-Arinsal and many excellent ski resorts
operate in Andorra, in the eastern Pyrenees.
Valdezcaray ski resort, Spain, Iberian Cordilleras. The tracks start from an altitude of 2600 m.
The quality tracks start from an altitude of over 2000 m A popular venue for youth alpine ski racing.

If you want to combine a great summer skiing with a fantastic cultural experience,
choose the Andalusian city of Spain. Granada (with Alhambra) and the Sierra Nevada above it.

€ m':'meSPAﬂA >
3 CORREDS -

CONJUNTOS URBANOS PATRIMONIO DE LA HUMANIDAD. GRANADA

Sierra Nevada is the great ski resorts in the southernmost part of Europe. The marked peak is Veleta,
from where the tracks start at an altitude of 3306 m and end at an altitude of 2100 m. The realm of eternal snow.



3.1.3. High mountain and glacier ski resorts

>

LINEA AEREA NACIONAIL i S %

CHILE S | mec

' w’g‘é‘z l’l S

& of By X | Jz> g

% 30

TE ¥ s | PESOS

= L7505 | i

i i DN 3 €565 | n
— — Las Lenas. the Argentinian ski resort, one of
Portillo. in Chile with its 60-year experience. the most popular ski resorts in South America
is the oldest ski resort of South America. the where everything from education for children
home of an alpine ski championship in 1966 to heliskiing is possible
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The highest ski resort in the worl
was the 5200 meter Chacaltaya
in Bolivian Andes which has
been in operation since 1939
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In 1948, the 4th South American Ski Championship were held here. By 2009, the Chacaltaya glacier had melted
and the skiers had disappeared. When new snow falls, people come to ski still from the nearby capital, La Paz



3.1.3. High mountain and glacier ski resorts

Lebanon, with its mountains reaching above 3000 m, 6 track systems, 46 ski lifts, has the most excellent
ski resorts. Even among these, Cedars ski resort is the number one, where one can enJoy alpine skiing among
several thousand old cedars.

Cedars ski resort R Straight standing machine Magnified copy on the
around 1936 set-off on the sticking side other side

New Zealand also has outstanding ski resorts

Slope near the Tasman Glacier
Mt. Cook is the highest Whakapapa ski resort R Misprint New currency (1967)
ski resort in N.Z. Printing error

And what about the alpine skiing in Antarctica? There are glaciers. loads of snow and slopes but ski lifts
are not yet. Still you can see two really alpine skiers on the 2d stamp. We are looking for this place?
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The final issue stamp
of the British Post

Overprinted issue
with currency exchange




3.2. The spectacular view of ski tracks

Alpine skiing is a branch of sport in which nature is always close to us. At a downhill
from the peak into the valley, the beautiful panorama changes in each second. We can
watch the amazing mountains or the pine trees glistening from the snow.
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A resting skier watches snowy peaks of the High Tatras
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3.2. The spectacular view of the ski tracks

REP DI SAN MARINO

The young recreational skier is rejoicing in the San Marino winter landscape.
Probably such a big snow is rare in San Marino, but if it is, then the land-scape is very nice
Low quantity, because after issuing, many blocks were disassembled for the closing stamp of a sport set
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The skier shown in the picture immediately reaches the top of the slope from where he starts
his downhill while watching the beauty of the surrounding winter land-scape
Pictured postal stationery card, franking added up to 2 K¢, sent from Topolcianky,
Czechoslovakia, to Debrecen, Hungary (1935)



3.2. The spectacular view of ski tracks

OFFICIAL FIRST DAY COVER

NEW ZEALAND PICTORIAL
STAMPS - 1935
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418 Central Park Weet,
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This skiers who
seem belong to
a group can
admire the
panorama

on a peak
before going

to downbhill

Official postal
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Post Office
(1935)
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This is not about

ski glasses, but the
beautiful panorama,
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from the Polish side
of the High Tatras



3.3. Mass sport character of alpine skiing

After alpine skiing have become widespread, and the masses have learned its technical elements,
it is quite understandable that more and more people want to ski, in organized forms or individually.
Among workers, soldiers and scouts, amateur racing soen emerged and took organized forms.
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In 1924,
namely before
the year of the first
winter olimpic games,
the ski races, national
ski championships
were absolutely
amateur mass sport
events. The German
ski championship
in 1922, what was
organized in
Krummbhiibel,
today Poland, was
an amateur mass
ski racing, too.
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3.3. Mass sport character of alpine skiing

It is widely known that branches of sport involving masses are always popular. Of course it is so with alpine skiing
the most popular branch of ski sport. It is important that not only the professionals have a say, but also the amateur
athletes of different professions, who can thus be lucky participants in great competitions and racing.
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Besitksgruppe Ehiiringen

Skiing was always close to scouting. Schmiedefeld’s popular ski resort is still one of the centers
International meeting in Murau. Austria, 1956 of mass skiing in Thuringia, Germany. Cover from 1937

Multitude of mass sport
equipments can be seen.
There is a ski equipment

SCHlMEISTERSCHAFTEN ’1960 | on the young man’s
shoulder as well

The 4th mtematlonal ski championship The 2nd ski championship of
of military corps. Saalfelden. Austria. 1960 post employees, Mauthen, Austria, 1970

The mass sport character of the II. Maccabi World Winter Games, held in February 1936 in Banska
Bystrica, Czechoslovakia, is shown the fact that 270 competitors from 15 countries took part in it.
This was a real ski mass sport event.



3.3. Mass sport character of alpine skiing

Support of ski sport gave an impulse to racing as well, especially from the end of 1938, when due to the
territories returned to Hungary, the circumstances were given. The Hungarian Ski Association organized alpine
ski races in the framework of the Winter Sport Week in the Kosice Mountains (= Kassai havasok). There were
spectacular mass sport ski events.

(26.12.1939 - 05.01.1940)

However, it is known that not only
competitors, but schools and other
bodies have also participated.

ASSA1 _ L2l
| SPORHET 15355112813
~KASSA 1" - = '
special cancellation The winter sport week was in the ..Kassai Havasok "named after Kassa

by the Royal Hungarian Post Parcel card, posted during the short term Czech occupation (1919)
R Extraordinary postal history document

Special cancellation of ,KASSA 2” with greeting the winter sport week on a cover with a postage due stamp




3.3. Mass sport character of

alpine skiing

Ski competitions organized by various civil companies, associations and organizations were extremly
popular and still are today. Many competitors. a fun atmosphere and valuable prizes can be seen at

these events.
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26-th ski meeﬁng of European
Interbank workers in the Lienz

Dolomites. Austria, 1986

Ski championship
of Austrian
executives,

St. Johann. Tyrol.

1959

- Ski championship of Austrian
A.S.K.O. (working group for sport),
Bad Aussee. 1948

In the Eight World Academic Winter Games in Spin’&lerﬁv Mlyn high-quality
ski competitions were organized in 1949

Ordinary cover to abroad with special machine cancellation sent from Spindleruv Miyn,
Czechoslovakia, to Helsinki, Finland, franked 5 K¢ (1949)



3.3. Mass sport character of alpine skiing
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3.4. It provides a determinative
in childhood

experience already

Basics of alpine skiing can
be learned on ski school
courses, organized each

year at many places.
Instruction for children
at ski schools is very
important
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A child skier must not miss New
Year’s greeting telegram!
Japanese telegram, 1 January 1954



3.4. It provides a determinative experience already in childhood

The development of alpine skiing into family and mass sports necessitated the
establishment of professional and organized ski education for children.
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Organized ski courses for the school -age children are also available.
This is one of the practices of organized ski education in a high-school ski camp



3.5. Skiing is not only an individual but also a social sport

The alpine skier reaches the peak by a ski-lift or by foot. with his skis on the shoulder, to start downbhill
then. But first. he looks around, enjoys the beauty of the landscape in front of him. and. in most cases,
consults with his guys. friends about the track and style (smaller or wider curves) for the downbhill.
Presence of the company. the team makes sport even more happy and memorable.
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On the marked stamp illustration, Austrian alpine skiers climbing upwards can be seen.
Their aim is to make sport together in a team
Registered official cover sent to Sibiu, Romania, from Klosterneuburg, Austria, franked 1 S 72 Gr, overpaid cover 1933)



3.5. Skiing is not only an individual but also a social sport

There are many benefits to group skiing. Cheerful conversation at short stops, quick help if needed,
noticing and correcting each other’s technical mistakes.
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The photo-picture was made of a group of skiers in the thirties in Crans-sur-Sierre
is located near Crans-Montana, the famous alpine world cup ski resort in Valais. Switzerland
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Hodhradicaktive Thermalq: Sommer- und Winterkuren
gegen Ermudungs- und Erschépfungszustinde, Nervenkrank-

heiten, Gicht, Rheuma, Wintersport 5

Photo E. Wolkersdorfer, Hofgastein

.
AL 1

Wohnort, auch Zustell- oder Leitpostamt

StraBle, Haus-Nr., Gebiudeteil, Stockwerk od. PostschlieBfach-Nr. Stralle, Haus-Nr., Gebiudeteil, Stockwerk oder PostschlieBfach-Nr.

+2-27-1-R 1

A group of skiers resting on a hillside rising above Bad Hofgastein in Austria.
This area now belongs to a large ski resort that is part of the Ski Amadé system
Specimen postal stationery card



3.6. Test of courage, the extreme skiing
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Many brave and well-trained skiers are constantly looking for a challenge in the alpine ski-sport.

An early, brave
extreme skier

starts on the slope
between the
spectacular, snowy
cliffs of the

High Tatras.
Sokol-Meeting,
Czechoslovakia.
Winter Games, 1938.
Postal stationery card
with additional fee

Three

extreme skiers
are getting ready
to downhill in

the Little Fatra
near Martin town
in Slovakia near
the 1669 meter
high Maly Krivan
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The center of professional extreme skiers is in Colorado, U.S.A.

There are also those who risk their lives for a successful movie or video. Meter cancellaton, Denver, 1941




3.6. Test of courage, the extreme skiing

Where extreme skiers start for the sometimes difficult and dangerous hikes from?
Usually from high mountain huts or shelters. Here you can see three old, famous shelters.
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Founded in 1883 and 1604 meters high, Cabana Cristianul Mare offers
accommodation for many people on the Postavarul Mountain above
the city of Brasov. (Romania. Southeastern Carpatians).

There are exciting ski slopes nearby for experienced skiers.
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Cabana Bilea Lac (Balea Lac Cottage) is a 2034-meter-high building in the Fagaras Mountains,
in a picturesque location in the Southern Carpatians, Romania. It is the starting point for nearby hikes
in the snowy season for the mountaineering skiers.



3.6. Test of courage, the extreme skiing

There are alpine skiers looking for extraordinary challenges. I chose an athlete with a unique performance.
Davo Karnicar is a famous Slovene extreme skier and alpinist. He was the first person who decided to visit
the highest mountain peaks of all continents and make a complete ski descent from these. After getting
money he started its succesful six-year program.
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Obvious, the greatest venture was skiing down from the 8848 m high Mount Everest, October 7. 2000.
The continuous, complete ski descent to the 5180 m high Rongbuk Base Camp took five hours (Asia, Tibet)
Postcard with privat, Rongbuk Base Camp label with postal cancellation (1924)

The other fulfillments of Davo Karnicar:

Kilimanjaro (5895 m) Mount Elbrus (5642 m)i £ Aconcagua (6960 m) ski descent

ski descent ski descent January 2003, (South America)
November 2001, (Africa) May 2002, (Europe)
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Mount MeKinley - Alas!

Mount McKinléy (6194 m) ski descent
June 2004, (North America)
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b Photographe : Yoshikazu Shirakawas

Mount Kosciuszko (2228 m)
ski descent Vinson Massif (4897 m) ski descent
August 2003, (Australia) November 2006, (Antarctica)




3.6. Test of courage, the extreme skiing

Ski mountaineering is a kind of extreme skiing. The task is: climb up to the mountain destination with
your raised binding alpine skis on the base side joining up seal skin (with seal fur). After reaching the top
goal. the highest point, modificate the bindings, take down the seal furs from your skis and slide down.
Important: have a backpack with avalanche sensor!

. The seal fur prevents
%ﬁ& OBk st skidding backwards
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Lonely mountaineering skier in the snowy Fagaras. The Fagaras Mountain

are a very popular skiing destination in the Southern Carpathians. Romania.
Many choose the ski mountaineering here.
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Here is an extremly interesting chapter on extreme skiing. A former polar explorer, the German Captain W.
Bade, organized exciting boat trips to the Norwegian Spitzbergen in the months of August, in the late 1800s.
On several occasions, he organized there a hunt combined with mountaineering skiing for those interested.
R Norway Spitzbergen postcard, Local Polar Post with Captain W. Bade s local stamps sent to Hamburg, 1898



3.6. Test of courage, the extreme skiing

Two days later. Captain Bade’s tourist boat with its adventure-hungry passengers is
already at another point in the Spitzbergen for the purpose of skunu and seal hunting.
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sent to Koenigshofen in Alsace, France via Crefeld, Germany (1595)
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3.6. Test of courage, the extereme skiing

Due to the special nature of extreme, especially mountaineering skiing. it requires special equipment. We have
already talked a lot about the necessary equipment. However. protection against the harmful effects of strong
sunlight and wind should not be left out either. The solution lies in the use of protective oils and creams known and
used by alpinists for a long time.
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4. ALPINE SKIING AS AN ORGANIZED RACING SPORT
4.1. Foundation of the International Ski Association

In 1924, beside the winter sport events, an international ski congress was held in Chamonix.
14 countries founded the International Ski Association (F.L.S.). This organization — with 123 member
countries — coordinates ski sport of the world. Based on experiences in organizing, racing and judging
on international competitions. it brings congress resolutions.
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F. Monnier, Photo-Sport. - Chamonix

R Special machine cancellation for the sport events now known as the first
winter olympics commemorates the foundation of F.L.S. as well
Chamonix — Mont Blane, 30.12.1923.
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Baron Pierre
de Coubertin
(1863-1937).
the father of

the modern G A s i U ki e 5
olympic games. : :
He was the 1.O.C.

president from The 1925 Prague International Olympic Congress decided about winter
1896 to 1925 olympics to be organized each 4 years. Pierre de Coubertin suggested

that alpine skiing be included in the Winter Olympics in the future.
After the debate, the proposal was adopted.
Postal stationery card with occasional stamps and cancellations



4.2. The tasks and roles of the F.L.S.

Competence and task of F.LS. is not only coordination of ski racing sport

It is also responsible

for the effective special education, and its continuous modernization. At the same time, F.L.S. issued

the 10-point regulation for traffic on ski tracks. F.I.S. organizes regular courses and trainings
The mentioned illustrated by a few examples:
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The main purpose of F.LS. is to regulate activities of skiing organizations
and competitions in rules in the respective parts of the world.

F.LS. further education course at the time of the 4th Alpine Ski Championship, St. Moritz, 1934
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In 1935, the ski congress organized by F.L.S. took place in the High Tatras
Preliminary advertising special machine cancellation

Special manual cancellation at the time of the same international ski congress




4.2. The tasks and roles of the F.LS.

World
championships
held
according to
F.LS.
regulations
and organized
by F.LS.

in Falun,
Finland
(1938) and...
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ZAKOPANE 1330
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...........
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NARCIARSKIE MISTRZOSTWA SWIATA
SKI- WELTMEISTERSCHAFTEN
CHAMPIONNATS DE SKI

...and Zakopane, Poland (1939)



4.2. The tasks and roles of the F.LS.

—

POSTKARTE CARTE POSTALE

CARTOLINA POSTALE

The 1934 world championship in St. Moritz was held under the auspices of F.LS.
Preliminary advertising F.1.S. special cancellation with postage due payment stamping
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F.L.S. congresses are held not only in the countries of the Alps




4.2. The task and roles of the F.L.S.

1a Soudre Decripe hooiae 8,17

F.L.S. congress was held during the 5th Alpine Ski Championship in Miirren, Switzerland, in 1935. It was also

decided that in the future the alpine combination medal would be counted from the sum of the downhill and

slalom special results, that is, despite the controversy, they do not change the regulation adopted two years ago.
Headed cover-detail with window sent from Lausanne with advertising special cancellation (1935)
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F.L.S. with his approval the
World Ski Championships
were held in Chamonix,
France in February 1937.
Advertising special machine
cancellation on one of the
competition days of the

Ski World Championship

Engelberg, also in Switzerland, held an alpine world championship in March 1938, according to F.L.S. rules.
The official F.I.S. stamping of the World Championship on this domestic, registered, express cover
sent by automobile mail from Engelberg to Sarnen in 1938, franked 90 Rp



4.3. Alpine ski racing disciplines

When motion elements, conditions for teaching, and appliances of alpine became known and
the necessary infrastructure was developed, alpine racing soon started. In accordance with FIS
regulations and rules for racing, the branches of racing were developed. The different types of
movements have created separate disciplines for alpine skiing. The following classification is
made according to the individual disciplines. such as...
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4.3. Alpine ski racing disciplines

The goal in the branches of racing introduced on the previous page - except for freestyle skiing-
is to pass the track in the shortest time. For purposes of control, electric-optical time measuring

equipment is used with a hundredth second accuracy.

Since 1988, time measuring become more and more accurate, thanks to the quality of
Swiss appliances

4.3.1. Downhill

The downhill racer in helmet and with
backbone protector has min. 2 m length
and min. 40 m radius, hard skis. His track
is very hard and prepared, about 2.8 km
length with 750 m level difference and
bigger arc in curves, two or three bigger
waves. During running he sees flexible,
double plastic rods with red flags and
double or triple defender net on the side
of track.
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4.3. Alpine ski racing disciplines
4.3.1. Downhill

1 1eti 11 Challenging to the beginner
Main characteristics of downhill: e e A
puts a premium on style and
speed. It requires great skill
as athletes race around flags,

gAMPIONATl pe. MONDO called gates, on a zigzag,
CI_ALPINO F.L.S. 1970 W downhill course.

DOLOMITI
o q’;'
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In the curves, the skis must be led on
their edges to avoid
leaving the track

On the straight sections, the so-called ,,egg position”
for reaching the highest speed
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4.3. Alpine ski racing disciplines
4.3.2. Slalom special

The slalom special racer in helmet, with backbone, hand and leg
protectors has short skis, which are 1.55-1.65 m length and 12-14 m
radius, hard in front, softer at the back. His hard track is about 850 m
length with 250 m level difference. During running he sees 60-65 gates

(made of non'-brittle plastic) flexible at ground level which are red and Earlier there were
blue alterneting. small flags on the gates
DEUTSCHE
BUNDESPOST
Specific meaning of the I
advertisement of meter 100
The gates on the track 0100
cause obstacles B 65 (57757
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Slalom skier of the 50s on different issues
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Special brown print on cardboard

R Imperforated phase prints, defective products of the prepress work



4.3. Alpine ski racing disciplines
4.3.2. Slalom special

The slalom skiing technique favors those skiers who are able to perform extremly fast movements

and changes of dmctxon Explosiveness and healthy. sporty ag glc.SSiOll are considered advantages.
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Registered, express, domestic cover with extra charge Hungarian stamps. Slalom skier can be seen on the
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The thematic drawmg of this postal smtmml\ cover delClb a slalom spcual racer
with dynamic movement. Registered, air mail, PS cover sent from Krasnodar, Soviet Union,
1o Budapest, Hungary, franking added up to 52 K (1962)




4.3. Alpine ski racing disciplines
4.3.2. Slalom special Earlier motion technique

Since until the 1950s gates were less flexible. made of wood. pole and foot technique of the time was quite
different from that of today.
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The slalom special race track are hampered horizontal and vertical gates. Joining multiple
vertical gates are vertical combination, also known as a telegram based on its appearance.
This telegram is a type of the famous telegraph company (1919)



4.3. Alpine ski racing disciplines
4.3.2. Slalom special
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The skier knocks the gates with pole in
opposite hand. with hand and leg protector
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the track "from
inside"

The special dynamic movement of slalom skiers inspired many famous stamp designers,

the Frenchman Jacques Combet was no exeption
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R Artist’s proof with embossed seal, signed by J. Combet, designer and engraver. A total of 9 pieces could be offered for sale



4.3. Alpine ski racing disciplines
4.3.3. Giant slalom
The giant slalom racer in helmet and with backbone protector has 1.8-1,95 m length and 27-35 m radius
skis. which are softer in front and harder at the back. His hard track is about 1.3 km length with 350 m level
difference. During running he sees 45-50 flexible. double plastic rods with red and blue flags alternating.
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Giant slalom left turn with excellent technique by a recreational skier.  Domestic poslul stationery
registered cover with 1.20 L additional franking (on back side) sent from Slobozia, Romania (1961)

The super giant slalom (SG) has differences compared to the giant slalom: longer racing track.
higher level difference, only one run, higher speed and longer skis with bigger radius at the competitor.



4.4, Racing history of alpine skiing

The aim of this chapter is to give survey about the memorable races. representing
a stage of development in alpine skiing. in chronological order until the nineties.

4.4.1. Racing of early times (1924-1941)

During this period, the development of the alpine ski racing was
observable day by day and the enthusiasm was also enormous.
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After the first Winter Olympics in 1924, the

alpine ski competitors of FIS member

countries met more and more often

at professionally prepared and
organized races.
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Alpine skiers was commemorated by Special cancellation for the

The first Winter Olympics

on the jubilee stamp the post of many. 1st Winter Olympic Game
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An issue celebrating the 50" anniversary of the first Winter Olympics with a downhill skier as well
The anniversary was remembered not only by the post offices of the Alpine countries
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Artist's proof with embossed seal, signed by C. Jumelet, designer and engraver.
A total of 9 pieces could be offered for sale




4.4. Racing history of alpine skiing
4.4.1. Racing of early times (1924-1941)
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International downhill racing in 1925 on Jungfraujoch. Switzerland.
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- 4.4. Racing history of alpine skiing

4.4.1. Racing of early times (1924-1941)

Thanks to the successful introduction of alpine skiing, according to the decision of

F.L.S.. ski world championship was held annually — until the outbreak of World

War II.
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1933. 3rd Alpine Ski World Championship in Innsbruck. The Austrian Seelos became twofold winner
Domestic overfranked registered express, philatelic cover with special F.L.S. set and cancellations

sent from Innsbruck to Vienna (1933)
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1936. 4th Winter
Olympics,
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The combined
results of
downhill and
slalom special
was regarded on
the alpine races.
The most
successful
competitor was
the German
Christl Cranz



4.4, Racing history of alpine skiing
4.4.1. Racing of early times (1924-1941)
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even in
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1936. 6th Alpine Ski World Championship, Innsbruck. New names among the winners, the Swiss R(;minger
and the Austrian Kneissl  Overfranked registered philatelic cover with special F.1.S. set and cancellation sent from
Innsbruck, Austria to Lausanne, Switzerland (1936)



4.4. Racing history of alpine skiing
4.4.1. Racing of early times (1924-1941)

| [8hrenmalin Ailrmberg

German Ski Championship in Altenberg, Ore Mountains, Germany. 1937
The Cranz brother and sister (Rudolf and Christl) won in alpine combination
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9™ Alpine Sk1 World Championship in Zakopane, Poland. 1939
The alpine races were dominated by Germans, they won five in six races again
under the leadership of Christl Cranz Special FIS cancellation




4.4. Racing history of alpine skiing
4.4.1. Racing of early times (1924-1941)

In 1937 Chamonix got the nght to orgamze the 7th Alpme Ski World Champlonshlp

Though the stamp issued by the French Post shows a ski jumper, that WMW ski world championship.
The prominent winners: the German Christl Cranz (2 gold medals) and the French Emile Allais (3 gold medals)
Special machine cancellation on the cover for the closing day of the world championship
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4.4. Racing history of alpine skiing
4.4.1. Racing of early times (1924-1941)

Special German skKi races in occupied territories

\

ST L L e s p 0 n ! qa rf e

Strape, Hananummer, Gebaudeteil, Stodwert od. Pofifdlisfagnummer
.

Firma

7iseleur

Winter fighting games. in the Austrian Villach, 1939
Wilhelm Walch was the winner of the alpine combination.
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Easter ski races in the Polish Zakopane, 1940
Hellmut Lantschner and Josef Jennewein were the winners of the alpine races
Special cancellation on special issue

German Military Ski Championship in the Czech Spindelmiikle, Sudeta territory, 1941
There were exciting alpine ski races where Rudolf Cranz was the winner




Racing history of alpine skiing

4.4.2. The second impulse of racing (1948-1980)

The winners of the nine winter olympic games organized in the years after
World War II—until 1980—got at the same time the title world champion.
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1948. Winter Olympic Games and Alpine Ski World Championship. St. Moritz.
The races were called .,Games of Renewal”. German and Japanese skiers were excluded
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Alpine ski championship. Schleching.
Bavaria, 1949. The downhill track was
one of the longest in Germany in that time

A%

championships in Schierke ASTHAFTES
in 1956

German alpine ski championship
in 1952 was held in the most popula
ski resort in Bavaria. in Lenggries

. /‘Q‘ . .;‘ g
. VI,OLYMPISKE VINTIRLEXER /O~ LO \ VI.OIYMPISKE TinTERTT Y f A< ~C
] \‘ %\@@ -3.i051.17-20 @‘é‘;@ ' é 30 SR
.-i i \5(\/ WL 9(/ NORG DRE

/ 0SLO,%7-25. FEBR, 1952 0SLO, 14+25. FEBR. 1052

- Br.

1952. Winter Olympic and Alpine Ski World Championship, Oslo
Giant slalom appeared as a particular race in the programme of ski racing events
Advertising machine special cancellation




4.4. Racing history of alpine skiing
4.4.2. The second impulse of racing (1948-1980)

Tatra Cup, High Tatras, 1950.
There were made several educational films about the competitions
Cancellation is on the day of the slalom special race

CARTOLINA POSTALE

|

4

" =¥ COPPA "KATANA"
" INTER. SLALOM
GEGLFEMMINILE
T

When there were still enough snow and tracks suitable for racing on the slopes of Mount Etna...
6th Catania Cup, International ski racings, 1958. Sicily, Italy. Interpretation error on the cancellation:
the drawing shows slalom special gates, while the text refers to a female giant slalom competition
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1954. National Ski Championship were
held in a wonderful resort in Aspen,
Colorado, U.S.A., 1954.

There were exciting races, especially
the slalom special race.
Competitors were already thinking | e |
about the 1960 Winter Olympic. saani ¢ zabes

 NATIONAL SKI CHAWPIONSHIPSS
gg— DOWNHILL & SLALOM— -
——WAR. 13-, 1880 —




4.4. Racing history of alpine skiing
4.4.2. The second impulse of racing (1948-1980)
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Many spectators take place in front of an alpine ski race on the Kanzel/Ruia tracks. Poiana Brasov. Romania
Domestic registered pictured postal stationery cover sent from Iasi to Focsani. Romania (1961)

ASSESSORATO REGIONALE PER IL TURISMO CLUB ALPINO ITALIANO
ENTE PROVINCIALE PER IL TURISMO - CATANIA SEZIONE DELL'ETNA

“"TROFEO DELL'ETNA
INTERNAZIONALE
Gara Sci-Alpinistica a Pattuglie Km 25

Etna 13-3 1955 Vil. EDIZIONE

U‘b@ Conte Wggeno 61
Catamia - Jtalny

An extreme alpine ski race in the fiftes. In Sicily. with 25 km up-down international ski mountaineering
race on the slope of the Etna volcano. The first prize is the .. Trofeo dell” Etna™.
Domestic registered cover with special cancellation from ihe local race-post to Catania, Italy (1935)
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4.4.2. The second impulse of racing (1948-1980)

1954. 13™ Alpine Ski World
Championship, Are, Sweden. After
long time, the Norwegian S. Eriksen

was the first Scandinavian competitor
to become an alpine skiing world
champion - moreover, a triple one.
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Spicial slalom Skier The gold-medal-winner Eriksen

After the Are world
championship,
Garmisch-
Partenkirchen was the
home of the traditional,
famous alpine ski racing,
the Kandahar.

1956. 7" Winter Olympics,
and the 14th Alpine Ski
World Championship at the
same time. Cortina
D'Ampezzo

Francotyp cancellation for the Olympics on the cover

What, or who was
common between
the next two world
racing event?

An entirely
new alpine skiing T
technique and its : I-
performer, the triple : m%ﬁgg’}ifj‘
olympic winner and
world champion
: Toni Sailer.
Winter Olympic and Alpine Ski World Alpine Ski World Championship,

Championship, Cortina d’ Ampezzo, 1956 Bad Gastein, 1958
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4.4. Racing history of alpine skiing
4.4.2. The second impulse of racing (1949-1980)
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1919-1959  1919-1959
s "oy R > i

5
=
The fortieth anniversary of
Bulgarian skiing was celebrated
with an international competition ; : _
on Mount Vithosa, 1959. The first Sk{ ChamPIOHShlf’
Pair of stamps without of GDR in Schierke,
perforation below in the Harz Mountains, 1950.

Sei-SUAL

ANSVLANDEANS VL EVE/NRY

7th Winter Olympic Games, Cortina d’> Ampezzo, Italy. 1956.

The women’s special slalom winner was Renée Colliard from Switzerland.
This special cancellation used on the day of women's special slalom racing

7595 VI GIOGHT OLIMPICT INVERNALI

Cortina’s great alpine
winner was the Austrian
Toni Sailer who became

the first person to win
three alpine skiing golds

in a single olympics.
Sailer won the downhill,
the giant slalom and
the slalom special

This special cancellation
used on the day of men’s
giant slalom racing
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4.4, Racing history of alpine skiing
4.4.2. The second impulse of racing (1948-1980)

CALUTORNIA 196,
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8" Winter Olympics and 16" Alpine
Ski World Championship,
Squaw Valley, California, 1960

At the six alpine races Switzerland was the
winner with first places. Swiss giant slalom
racers won both male and female races.

Slalom winner:
E. Hinterseer
(Austria)

Slalom
racer

Downhill skier holding a torch
on the special machine cancellation for the olympics

Official final
issue of the
Monaco Post

QUES DHIVERY

| JELX OLYMPI

) SOUAW VALLEY

German Alpine Ski
Championship

Partenkirchen,
Ludwig Leitner and

Willy Bogner jr.were
the most successful

Garmisch-

1961

Trial colour proofs in stripe five. This is used by
official printing to help choose the best colour

Weld

19.12.1973

SRS B,
CHAM TS DU
bE SKI HAMONIX 1962

ONNATS DU MONDE |
SKI__CHAMONIX 19632

18" Alpine Ski World Championship, Chamonix, 1962

The Austrians were first with 15 medals

Thanks to significant support from well-known
sponsors, the best alpine skiers of the world meet
anually on a series of racing events since 1966.
At the end of the season, the winners in each branch
of racing get the crystal globe, the World Cup.
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4.4, Racing history of alpine skiing
4.4.2. The second impulse of racing (1948-1980)

10t Winter Olympics and 20" Alpine Ski World Championship, Grenoble, 1968
The television cameras captured all events from alpine ski competitions.

R

engraver. A total of 9 pieces

Artist’s proof with

embossed seal.
Signed by G. Bétemps,

could be offered for sale
(1968)

11" Winter Olympics and
22" Alpine Ski World
Championship together,

Sapporo, 1972.

Downhill skier in front
of the Fujiyama

Special cancellation of the

Japanese post

GRENOBLE 1968

ER

X2 JEUX OLYMPIQUES D'HIV!

Downhill skier in
egg position
Two different trial colour
proofs and the final issue stamp
of the Monaco Post

Slalom special skier
(J. C. Killy)
Sapporo olympic issue, 1972



4.4. Racing history of alpine skiing r—
4.4.2. The second impulse of racing
(1948-1980) = .
£ Special
12th Winter Olympics and 24th Alpine Ski = cancellation
Championship, Innsbruck, 1976. 3 with the
When Franz Klammer left the start of downhill race, place of
the whole Austria stood up and cheered for him. SR
Successfully! e |
L/ /A, \VEN N |OSTERREICH §
fos: &z F T ,

, 10.11.76 PP narona 3 4 750
1071 WIEN, POSTFACH 25 N 1|

1071 WIEN POSTFATH 25 QEOEEE_N;, |

|
-

GESCHAFTSBRIEF

Bei Unbestellbarkeit retour erbeten

The 1976 sucéegg‘ﬁ;l;a&{cgation in the olympics was partly due to the firm,
providing the appliances for the Austrian National Ski Team

Alpine Ski Championship, Garmisch-Partenkirchen, 1978. The star of the competitions was
the winner of the slalom special and giant slalom, the Swedish Ingemar Stenmark.




4.4. Racing history of alpine skiing
4.4.3. Modern racing with advanced technical
background (1980 —)

The Alpine World Cup competition series is accompanied
by great interest every year to this day. Everyone is having a
good time, the racers. organizers. sponsors and TV viewers
wordwide.

|
|

The very first sponsor of the Alpine World Cup
competitions was the French company EVIAN

made of glass crystal

1 Audi Zentrum Frankfurt Ost
COIUpCtitOI’S ﬁght fOT the cup Hanauer Landstr. 264, 60314 Frankfu:t

DEUTSCHE
POST
EURO CENT

0100
F 304543

l . COUPE D¥ MONDE
\ SKYALPIN
o AaLrill
‘ w’//\:‘: O,
l 8 et 3 janvier 2008

The main sponsor in recent years
is the German company AUDI

Chamonix-Mt. Blanc has been one of the bases
: of the Alpine World Cup competitions for decades.
CHAMONIX Mt BLANC =- 1-00 WL AR The winner of the men’s downhill held in 2000

I 7 | was the famous Austrian Hermann Maier.

Al numam-uucnsnsee' :

LERNT OSTERREICH KENNEN! ir;TnA* .......

5541 ALTENMARKT-ZAUCHENSEE, Land Salzburg,

850 m-2150 m 7 MM “/

Wintersportzentrum u. Sommererholungsort mit 20 Liftan- m G‘l/f‘l. e O'él m%%
lagen, Langlaufschule (50 km Tauernloipe), Pferdeschlit- | o

tenfahrten, geheiztes Frei- u, Sporthallenbad mit Sauna,
Tennishalle, 7 Tennisireiplatze, Heimatmuseum, Gastekin-

dergarten 159, Aufiage/1 Ragoli 9 et e d g 419

Absender: ‘7%'(’0(“ HWW ......
Dr. A . Brucknec v 42

Strafe, Hausnummer Stiege und Turnummeaodar Post-

Vgl Uecbilaieich. . | 2633 - Patrrotiael. o

Postleitzahl Postleitzahl

fachnummer

Bestimmungsort

Altenmarkt-Zauchensee is the site of the Alpine World Cup competitions for women only



4.4. Racing history of alpine skiing
4.4.3. Modern racing with advanced technical background (1980 -)

One of the philatelic salutations to the alpine racings of the1980 Lake Placid Olympics

—————

R Manual sketch by the excellent
Hungarian stamp designer, Pdl
Varga, for the value with the alpine
skier of the Lake Placid series ©

A stamp issue implemented according to
the final design by Pal Varga

An die
Bezirkshauptmannschaft
Korneuburg

2100. Korneuburg
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1982. Schladming and Haus, alpine ski world championship in Steiermark.
Schladming (Planai) is the centre of men’s, Haus im Ennstal is the one of women’s races.
What’s new in this competition? Great races with great racers, absolutely new race techniques and equipments.
The Swiss Erika Hess won the slalom special, giant slalom and combination.
Meter cancellation with the official insurance company of this alpine ski championship (1982)



4.5. Great talented alpine skiers

Christl Cranz
(1914-2004)
German alpine ski racer

She is an outstanding alpine
skier of the 1930s, Olympic

Her racing career ended with
the outbreak of the WW2

I 5 Pl sk : .

; £ i | andtwelvefold world champion.
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Cranz won the
championship in the
alpine combined at 1936
Winter Olympics in
Garmisch-Partenkirchen,
/ Germany.

X Y Franking added up to

10 Pf postal stationery
card sent from
~~~~~~ . Garmisch-Partenkirchen

—

A '4’,.'_.'{,/} y (:

to Budapest (1936)

€
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In 1937, at the Alpme Ski C hamplonshlps in Chamonix, Cranz competed in bomb form
she won all titles (downhill, slalom special, combined)
Special machine cancellation on the stamp and the label on the closing day of the competitions.
Ordinary cover sent from Chamonix-Mt. Blanc to Cluj, Romania, franked 1F 50 C
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4.5. Great talented alpine skiers

Christl Cranz. German alpine skier

WZBRONIONK

Similarly, as happened in 1937, two years
later, at the Alpine World Championships
in Zakopane. Poland. She excelled again!
She won all the titles, that is, she won
three gold medals.

Two different special cancellations on s B
Polish stamps and labels issued for g2
the world championships P

&N

= -

e

m‘ es ift mi«f;ﬁq\f

o [porilidy rihtig!™”

Carl Vraun
Miindhen

Firma

:" AT
J/, Loxg N M VAL
6 0 e

|Fess { 4
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Postscheckkonto : o i ¥ g
Miinchen 28 2 56 > ‘MM‘AM‘O’JQM E=S LLM, F
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Staatsbank Miunchen

Bayer. Hypotheken- und
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An interesting fact about Cranz’s 1936 Winter Olympic ski equipment because it was
provided to the competitor by the Carl Braun sporting goods company in Munich.
Order form with table on the back side of this card, sent from Munich to Memmingen.
The domestic fee for the form is 3 Pf, which is cancelled with a special Carl Braun advertiser cancellation,
also authorized by the German Post Office (1936)
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4.5. Great talented alpine skiers

Anton Engelbert ”Toni” Sailer (1935-

Austrian alpine ski racer

2009)
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One of the most talented

G

]D U l}h a v te ,h“; - '{,‘ alpine skiers of all time.
l ' ,L He was born and lived in

e i _“_} Kitzbiihel, Tyrol, and was

igu(if‘ a competitor of the city’s

club since childhood. He
was nicknamed ,.Blitz
(flash) from Kitz”. His
favourite downhill track
is the famous Streif,
i where annual World Cup
competitions are held
under the name
Hahnenkammrennen.

DS

]|

'\

|

|

Domestic postal stationery
card sent from Innsbruck
to Vienna (1934)
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KITZBUHELER SKI CLUB (K.S.C.)

HINTERSTADT 4
6370 KITZBUHEL, AUSTRIA

www.hah
ZVR

nenkamm.com
112481720

2/ Post

OSTERREICHISCHE POST A(

Bar freigemacht/Postage pa
6370 Kitzbihel/Tirol
Osterreich/Austria

Sailer on the dangerous
Streif-course during the
Hahnenkammrennen
downbhill race in 1955

Hshnenkammabfahrt 1955

P
VoA

OSTERREICH 55

Sailer’s racing career is linked
to the Kitzbiiheler Ski Club
Official cover printed for postal order
with previously postage paid

Ue t)'cbe Afpine Ski-

s \ ‘}Bstﬂcxﬁwtm
19585
itpostamt 17.-20. 2.55

Beychtesgadener fand

DEUTSCHE I
BUNDESPOST+

Zum
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L StnBe, R.numummer, Geh!ndetexl Stockwerk oder Post

Dunng his pup.,ualmns for the 1956 Winter ()Ivmpns he took advantage of every pOSSIbllnv.
His club also arranged his entry to the German Alpine Ski Championship.

which was held in Berchtesgaden in 1955.
Meter, with a stylized track-sketch and dates



4.5. Great talented alpine skiers
Toni Sailer. Austrian alpine skier
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Sailer was barely twenty vears old when in 1956 he won all the alpine races at the Winter Olympics in Cortina
d"Ampezzo. Italy. His enormous superiority was also shown in the giant slalom. in the new competition branch.
Official cover sent from the Italian Athletics Federation in Roma to Schopfheim, Germany

with the Olvmpic advertising frankotvpe cancellation (1955)
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Drucksache RECOMMANDE

BADGASTEIN 2 AUSTRIA
ALPINE SKI-WELTMEISTERSCHAFT

QLS Herrn
& Hugo RUDICH ,
Str. Volovatului 22 ,
S RADAUTI (Bukovina)
Re Po RONMINA

};EI/:SB ERSTTAG — FIRST DAY — PREMIER JOUR

At the 1958 Bad
Gastein Alpine Ski
Championships.
Toni Sailer was the
most successful
competitor with
three gold medals.

He finished active
racing early, at the
age of 23, after whicl
he took in film roles.
Later he became a
businessman. but he
did not break away
from skiing.

This registered F.D.C.
sent to Romania from
Bad Gastein with
3 8 50 Gr franked for
sending printed matter
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4.5. Great talented alpine skiers

Jean-Claude Killy. French alpine ski racer (1943 )

=

FOYER DE L’ETUDIANTE

1, RUE DU VIEUX-TEMPLE
GRENOBLE

e

Killy spent his childhood in Val-d’Isere near Grenoble. where he learned to ski well at an early age. He won his
first international competition at the age of 18 with start number 39. It was a giant slalom race also in Val-d’Isere.
From 1966. recovering from an earlier injury. he won his competitions one after another, first he became the alpine
combined world champion in Portillo. Chile. Then he excelled in the World Cup competitions.

Killy became alpine
combined world
champion in 1966
in Portillo, Chile

GRENOBLE 1968 -

S AR T S e

Giant slalom racer at
the Grenoble Winter
Olympics in 1968

RﬂJUBlIllUE l]ll [ S5

Killy achieved sensational success at the 1968 Winter Olympics in Grenoble,

winning gold medals in all three alpine competitions.

R Artist’s proof with embossed seal, signed by Pierre Forget designer and engraver.

A total of 9 pieces could be offered for sale
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4.5. Great talented alpine skiers

Annemarie Moser-Proll. Austrian alpine ski racer (1953— )
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In 1979. she also won two victories (downhill,
combined) on the World Cup course
in Meiringen. Switzerland.
Franking added up to 25 Rp postal stationery card sent
from Lausanne to Dresden, Germany (1923)

She was born in Kleinarl, Austria,

in the state of Salzburg. in the
mountains, close to great ski
courses. Proll was a competitor

of the local ski club. Her heyday

as an alpine skier lasted from
1969 to 1980 interestingly.
despite winning more than
60 World Cup races.
She has only one olympic
gold medal. which she won
in the final season of
her racing career.
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Proll won the downhill at the
1980 Winter Olympics
in Lake Placid
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These special cancellations on the 1976 olympic downhill stamp issue of the Austrian post
commemorate the biggest crystal globe won by Proll, sixfold overall World Cup winner




4.5. Great talented alpine skiers

Ingemar Stenmark. Swedish alpine ski racer (1956— )

He is one of the greatest alpine skiers of all time with a total of two olympic golds. three overall
World Cup golds. and 86 World Cup victories in slalom special and giant slalom. During his
career. he also tried the downhill. but his ..xding-style™ did not suit this more fast-paced alpine
discipline. His active career lasted from 1973 to 1989.

ADELBODEN — Oberland bernois

‘&'\&g\%\:%t ‘

The most significant stop of his World Cup victories in giant slalom is in Adelboden. Switzerland.
where he won five times between 1979 and 1984. which is one of the most difticult competitions
in the World Cup series.

Postal stationery card with advertiser F.1.S. competition cancellation sent from Zurich
1o South Orange, New Jersey, US.A. (1934)

He achieved his two olympic

championships both in SLOVENIJA SLOVENI]

RO f%? 200

60; | | 439 na Indr1and3y %]
S i

AN / //’

JOUTIS

REPUBLIQUE DU NiGer | | ‘09 UEDE : W
~ saud During Stenmark’s racing career, he used
Stenmark on the R Stenmark on the Slovenian ELAN skis, and made it
overprint inverted overprint world famous with his excellent results

As we have seen, Stenmark triumphed in a total of 86 World Cup races.

In 2023, what seems improbable for a long time happened. The young and beautiful American
slalom queen. Mikaela Shiffrin broke Stenmark record.
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4.5. Great talented alpine skiers
Alberto Tomba, Italian alpine ski racer (1966— )

He learned to ski at the age of three and started racing at the age of seven.
He developed into a powerful. all-muscle physique, despite this. he later
achieved his outstanding results not in downhill or Super G. but in slalom
special and giant slalom. He was a competitor of the Centro Sportivo
Carabinieri in Bologna. His racing career lasted from 1985 to 1998.

R
| SLALOM GIGANTE

7 TRENTING

57 =DCLOMITI
~ PARADISO
DEGLI SCIATOR!

STAMPATI

Tomba acquired his excellent technical skills in the Dolomites.
mainly on the courses of the heights surroundings the city of Trento

Qﬁ‘i@ JOCURILE b o 0% £ s
0L :“i)iub e 23.2.88
DE 1 ‘thl GJ\ .:

Tomba won his three olympic championships relatively early, after
bursting into the international elite. He won two gold medals
(slalom special and giant slalom) at the Winter Olympics in Calgary in 1988.
Olympic meter cancellation by the Romanian Post Olffice.

His peak year was 1995,
when he won the most
World Cup races in one
year out of his 50 career

World Cup victories, thus

1 il also the overall victory. S
7 COOK ISLANDS ____________________________

His dynamic gate-skiing technique

2002 WINTER OLYMPICS
w SALT LAKE CITY

CELEBRATE
HUMANITY |
P o

GRENADA $2 |

His third olympic He also earned ST
: K9 is still taught and learned
gold medal is from the nickname 3
; i % (He no longer competed in Salt Lake
Albertville, where ,.JTomba la Bomba ¢ y ;
el City, but Tomba is recognizable by
he won in giant (Tomba the Bomb) 7
: his movements and yellow
slalom in 1992 ) ;
Rossignol slalom skis)
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4.5. Great talented alpine skiers

SR Hermann Maier, Austrian alpine ski racer (1972—- )
Nicknamed the ,,Herminator™

Maier ranks among the greatest alpine ski racers in history,

with four overall World Cup titles, two olympic gold medals,
three world championship titles. His 54 World Cup race

victories rank third on the men’s all-time list.

Who doesn’t remember his horrifix flying-fall in the downhill

race at the 1998 Nagano Winter Olympic, followed by his

victory the next day in super giant slalom?

JYRsEC8ason bRER'Dy.
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The nominated company was the main sponsor of Hermann Maier, the world-famous pride of Altenmarkt im

Pongau, where he was born, and Flachau, where he lives and a FIS-course is named after him.
The Raiffeisen emblem can also be seen on Maier’s helmet.
Official company cover canceled with postal permission. It sent from Altenmarkt im Pongau to Budapest (2018)

The Norwegian
Kjetil André Aamodt
competed among world

winners for 15 years.
With his 4 gold medals,

he is the alpine skier king

of winter olympics

Marcel Hirscher
. . . _LAND DER BERGE
Austrian alpine ski racer. o ¥ GROSSGLOCKNER

.1 am in the footsteps of Ingemar”
— said after the victory 67th World
Cup, then at the age of 30, he
unexpectedly ended his active
racing career. Until then, he had
fantastic ~ success,  two-time
olympic champion, the . Best

Alpine Skier of all Time” title 5524 ANNABERG
holder. 29.4.2018
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Finally, a question. Who is the multiple World Cup winner, world champion downhill skier who got
a street name in his youth in Austria? The answer is: Michael Walchhofer
Official cover-detail printed by Austrian Post Office with previously postage paid



EPILOGUE

What can be the object for which both professional and beginner skiers can be happy?
This is nothing but the SNOW!
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Four
different
designs

Twenty

39¢
Self-adhesive
Stamps

Snowflakes 5780

0 “675800“‘2

Several types of snow crystals! They have one thing in common: if you have a lot of them. you can already ski!
Booklet with twenty self-adhesive stamps
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Snow King?
Yes, let the Snow be
our King!
Postal stationery
cover sent from
Cincinnati to
Sydney (Ohio, U.S.A.)
1894

..for your attention!




