
\\'lratdoesthealpineskiingmeanforpeopletodal?Ahealth1 passion']_{spectacularspofirequiringhardstruggling?
Spectacular events in the mid of ,,ronderful mountains'] _\n erpensire but,,en relrardin_e spon?

Yes. allthis can be said about this nanelious sport.

This erhibit presents a brief history of alpine skiing. fronl its beginnings. its derelopment. the related equipnlent.
its connections and competitions. \\,'hen in 1896 \,1athias Zdarskr ran his first dounhi1lon a slope in Lilient-eld rrrth

his o\\n ski-techniqLre and se]í'-dereloped equipment. he did not e\en imagirre that he has_jirst added a nelr chapter
in the four thousand rears o]d skiine adr entüre. called alpine skiing,
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Italiarr military alpine ski section in the earl1 1900s
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PROLOGUE-Thoughts about snow

Alpine skiing is a sport that requires a natural kind of prec,i_,,t:tion. snow, that covers hills and mountains.

This happens only in winter, so alpine ski lovers crar.,e for it, refleting poem
,. ...soon the mighQ winter will prevail,
Snou, is already on the mountain senn? "

excerpt from the Petőfi-poem:
..At the End of September" É,i
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It is often the case that mountains covered u-ith a lot of snow are also named after the snow

Sándor Petőfi, Hungarian poet
Decentralized pieces

A town got its name from the snow
in the state of Kentucky in the U.S.A

The Schneekoppe got its name fiom the
huge quantity of sno$, that falls there
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The 1602 meter high Schneekoppe
is a mountain on the border
Czech Republic and Poland

Picture of a snow crystal. Let's make
friends with it because it w-ill play
an important role in the following!
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1. HEROIC AGES OF SKIING AND TrIE BIRTH OF ALPINE SKIING
1,1. When, why and where was skiing invented?

.\ccorcling to arclreological research. cave drawings íbund ill Norrra1,. skiirrg is cstirrrated several thousatld

rears tilc1, It rvas usec1 fclr tbst trarlsport. huntirrg" arrd in sonle cases. in ri-arlare. Nonvav is tlie oriuirral honrelatrd

ol'skiing. Firrall1. skiing has eloll,ed irlto a great cross-border sport,

A skicr's portrait oI1 a
-l00() 

1 ear olci Ntlrrr cgiarl
car e drari irlg

Skiing solcliers. the ..Nlr"rsctlr ites'' fronr
the 1ótlr celltllr\ rrere pairlted b1

Rrtssilttl artist S.\\'.Ivalr(l\ ( l 86-{- l 9l 0)

17680

lrr the latc 1900s. r,vhen otrl1,, Norr.l,egian skis liere
LlscLl oll í'lat terrairl and slopes. the1, also tried to junlp

Thc lcrlght o1'thc.|Lrrrrps lras aroulld ]5 rrl.

Formerly the skiing
tecl-rniq ue ori ginating

frorr' Telemark, Norway,
was applied on the slopes,

but because of the lorrg
skis. it proved to be tiririg.
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The so-called Telerlrark
teclrnique lrelped to leartr to

trtrn orr skis
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.{ child skiing ciorr nhill clIl a 1846 painting o1-the Norn,egian pairrter A.Tiderrrand
(Oslo. \ational Gallery) Botllel of íen stunryl.s

C. F. 14 tsAflo§ . l&ó4-19l0 4

Two skiing warriors of the 1206 Norwegian
civil war, fighting to seize the throne on the

special cclncellution
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1.2, The story of the first ski-postman

The legendary John Thompson, nicknamed Snowshoe Thompson. \^,as the ski pioneer of USA. At the age

of 10, he came to California with his family from Norway. He was the first semi-official postman who crossed

Sierra Nevada with his long skis in winter. From 1856 he worked on various roads in snowy seasons for more

than tu,enty years around california and in the western part of Nevada. About his person in the ,,Death valley
Dal,s" mol,ie series S2E,13 episode also authentically commemorates.

Back side of this cover
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Snorv Shoe is a little torvn in Pennsllrania. U.S.A. The origin oithe nanle reters to sno\\,shoes otien
used b1 the population ciuring the rlinter. sno\\f,period. Thi,s col,erwls sett|,h,clnt Sttt,nr Slule trl Lottdott itt ]883
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Snorvshoe Thompson can be seen in the picture
rrith 1ris huge backpack of at 1east 10 kgs.
\onlegian skis and ski pole in his hand

The picture shorvs Carson Valle1. Genoa settlenlent
rvhere John Thornpson rrorked lor decades. The tonlb
of Thompson can be seen in the cemeten, of Genoa

torvn rl,hich rr-as the first senlenlent in \er ada
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Probab11 trne part ot the San l ranctsco- \\ heatiand route rl,as passable b1 skr onlr in earl1 N4arch

(1873 date is tiom the letter). 1873 lras still an active 1,ear for Thompson. Although he did not accept
money for deliveries. he marked the items as a ski postman.

R There is a private-but setni-fficial-ski-post ntark on the coyer, max 20 ,similar erist
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1.3. The first significant ski club and expedition

In l877, Fridtjof Nansen, the Nobel-prized zooíogist and explorer was one of the founders of the world's
first ski club. Christiania, in Norway. It was named after the old name of the capital Oslo.
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Postal staíionery card sentfrom Christiania to Copenltagen. l889

In 1888 Nansen and his team
made a month and a half

exploratory-scientifi c crossing of
the lower third of Greenland by ski,
winning intemational fame by this.
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As shown in the picture, Nansen and his team used very simple kind of clothing,
appliances and ski technique

óa
nf, -Q lc3 v,

| #ku§,H

Bre\r-
[paa clenne sitle skrivi

ffi

l+!-

/. Vo/a,trlo , /Qrt+n '{-
/(m rn- L'r" o6/o- Z*{-r 4§

2
. cz,t t

ulica, nr



1.4. The pioneer of alpine skiing

Belore talking about the protagorrist of our story. \\,e nlust nrention the creator of German alpine and
militar1, mountaineering skiing. It is about Wilhelm Paulcke. u,lro rr-as the founder of several Central
European ski associations and the autlior of .,Der Skilauf 'published in 1899.

s8

l856_1940

The father of the ,,first modern" alpine ski technique
lvas Mathias Zdarsky from Lilienfeld, after many
experinrents, came to the idea of shortening the

"Norwegian" skis, and providing it with novel. partly
well fixable bindings. With the equipment created
in this way, lre learned to ski w-ell on tlre slopes of
Muckenkogel. a mountain near his horne. Later he

also taught his disciples to ski rl,ell on steep slopes.

cH
harte o
sache. :t ,a ,/ )..The new "Lilienfeld"- technique triumphed

on the steepest slopes of Schneeberg, on a
HIGH SNOW HILL, in 1905. This was
the first competition to prove the superiority

of the new skiing technique.

1.5. An earlier organized form of ski education

In the 19l0s, Ivlathias Zdarsky and his trainees teached the basics of skiing to thousands selected soldiers
of tlre Austro-Hungarian Army, on the requests of the Ministry of Defences. After the beginnilg of
World War I, gained even more importance, especially in the mountain troops, serving at the borders.

The greatest centre of military ski education in the years of WW1 was in Z1llertal, Tyrol, Austria.
Soldiers were in excellent high mountain condition where they were placed in groups in a huge
building called Berlinerhütte.
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Berlinerhütte, built in 1879" at the height of 2042 netres. u,as the home
of organized ski education for the soldiers from the Monarchy

Censoredfield postcard wiíhrteM post ffice heutlquarters cancellaíion (19l5)
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1.5. An earlier organized form of ski educatiot,l

After completing the Berlinerhütte courses, the best perforrning soldiers were sent by the military
headquarters for additional special ski courses. Their centers rvere the Fieberbrunn in Tyrol and the

Kitzsteinhorn glacier in High Tauern,

.--'.

.,_,l.,

The high-lerel teclrnical knoriledge of alprlte skiin_,] rvas acquired b1 the soldiers
on the northem slope of \tr:ildseelcCer. beicnging to Fieberbrunn

Fíeld postcctrd. is censot,etlbt tlrc local canultdnd l19l51

The other site rr-as the constan11 snorrr trough olthe Kitzsteinhorn glacier rising above the town
of Kaprun rvhere the Irnperia1 Hunter. Hauptmanlr Viktor N{achek led the training of special skiing
for militar1, pulposes on the dangerous glacier riith icr gaps.
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Kitzsteinhom,3203 m,
glacier, near Kaprun

From the autumn of 1915 to the spring of 1916. a giacier ski col-ps rvas formed under
Hauptmann Machek's command to protect Austria's highest lrrourrtain borders iri the WW1

Field ptlstcard, 1916
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1.5. An earlier organized form of ski educaticn

.{s can be seen lronl the above. the technique and ecluipnlent of alpine skiing der eloped
enornlouslr drjrinc the \\-\\-1. thanks to the erperience sained durin*s large-scale nrilitar1 training

K u. k. §kikotnpagnie 55. l. T. ü,
Feldpost

ti
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Afterthe selected soldiers \\t-re ph\sicali1 fit. thel aiso leanl.,d to skr. lánrous teams hare been created.
the ski companies of \ Iorrarch1-. Field post covet, viíh .ftill cotttettt letter i ] 9 ] 5l

A repeated tribute and recognition to the Father of .{1pir,e Skiing. \íathias Zdarsk1 . because
these results lr-ould not lrave been possible lrithout his knoriledge and experiences.

Her rn
sándor kurdics
Hajnalka u. L4
H-2011 Budakalász

From Zdarskl"s ,,one-pole Lilienfcld" ski technique. todal"s ski technique
u-as developed in several stages.

Later on, his main aim became elaboraticn of racing. traiiring and coaching methods
Overpaid phil aíel ic col,er
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1.6. Initial development of skiing
from central.support

Support of modern physical education.
essential for successful competitive
sport, was helped by central efforts.

The 1925 sporí set issued by Hungarian Post
also had this purpose. their price doubling
the nominal value. The 100 % ertra charge

.favored the developntent of the sport depicted.

Skiing was one of the supported sports.
represented by a downhill skier using

Telemark technique.
(This is the first ski stamp of the v,orld1

ll,]i ]

-1 rrrrr^l,,ri,,"],,];lr
f(}r, l i tl ir l i ii,

] 00'% extra charge

Decenfi alized piece
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2. EQUIPMENTS OF ALPINE SKIING
2.1. Alpine skis and bindings as basic devices

Until 20s were used shortened and very bended wooden l\orwegian skis
R Wrapper u,ith private adveríisement (Vienna, l9071

ílochwohlgeboren

,/** 
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Herr

Frau

Frriulein

Arts oDer Skilauln von Dr. Henry Hoek & Richardson
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4
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It was a mature technology,
for making Norwegian skis.
It had to be suitable both for
driving on flat terrain and
for turning and jumping on
sloping terrain.

75oÁ copy-detail
of the back side
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2,1, Alpine skis and bindings as basic devices Norwegian old_time skis

L-nti1 the end of the century. and in the next 25 1 ears onlr the \oru'egian ski tl'pe u'as used
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( The skiers used Norrr egian-tr pe of skis u ith bindings
R Pril,ilre 1lrint on Ll one-c€llt }[cKinlel,p<lstal card
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Before and during WW1 skiers of mountain troops q,ere also using this tl'pe of skis
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2.1. Alpine skis and bindings

Until the late 30s, bended wooden skis
and spring bindings, fixable in various

ways at the heel as well, were used
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Earli ashrrood skis \\,ere coated riith good quali§, lacquer
becaltse the protection tionl \\,ater \\-as a necessit_v

R Prittted-to-privaíe-ordet, ctdrertisitlg posíul
stűíionery card, Pragtte ]907

N{ost ofthe bended skis
u,ere made of ash wood
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Multi-layered wooden
skis are typical of the
technology of the 50s.
with them the racer
could get closer to the
gates
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2.1. Alpine skis and bindings as basic devices

Skis are imprcved b1, manuiacturers aimost each,vear

LEs TIMBRE§-POSTtr DE§ XVr" JEtIx
CILYn/ípIQUES D'E{rvER, B'ALBERT'Y§LLtr

ET DE LA SAVOIE
[.a eollectiorr
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i{éunissez dans une superbe coliection tous les timbres-poste
íi,angais et étrangers qui vorrt paraitre pour cornméúorer
jes Jeux Olympiques d'Hiver de Savoie qui vont se dórou-
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paru§...
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The town of Murnau is close to the fanious ski resort
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We can see the advertisement of a ski factory opelating here in 1940s,
]948. Parcel card with prit,ate adyeríisement

Today's skis (with
ski-brake bindings)
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2.2. Good, quality alpine ski boots are important Old models

The design of the ski
boot always followed

the development
of ski bindings

A hundred years ago
it was possible to buy
such ski boots in the

sport department
of a famous

department store

R Pritttecl-to-pt,il,ttle-
-order adtertisittg
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{Hvr slag lkolay, se nedaníor)

.. 9íuppe slorreise nr,

3c |lr* omst&ende :iáet Beholdningsoppgave - Allc linier má fylles ut.
Att hvo íorbrukaren hol ov Ékotry lorer opp rron3att nór og pá hvllken máte *kotrryct .? móttott ollcr ongkoííat.

Árbeidsstgvler av ler . H , Toíler, alle slaE

l Kalosier, (lave) . .

Annct skotoy {ogsá urasionerí) hva slag?

alle slag . .

, l,|ussrandens beholdning av materialar iil skotgyTurslgvler og lignende 5nosokker, russerstgvler rv gunmi....

Slagslovler tv gunni ídemor oo barn} .,,.,.

.!

i

Arbsidsíottoy av gummi

; SportsTotroy av gummi .

'Grove arbeidssko (lave) av ler ,,_,

. Sporlssko {lavs} av lar , ,

: Skinnsko iev bolglaiv, litvrá o. l.! ,

Skinnslgvler lrv bo!lkalv. riovli o. l.} . . ,...,

§oIskapssko, hva slag íbeskrivelse!

, Utpregede sommersko m" leersá|e. .,..

Sandaler og sandaleíter . ., .,
sommersko av s}oíí n. gumrnisále

Turnsko, lennissko og lignende
rt olt hrl íorbrlkerrr irr av
ílúll9tcndile oplgrv0r" Jlg er

K ; ldrgttsskotoy {Hv.tl,g?)

M' Trebunn skafteslgvler 'n",,i., 
"i 

'"" '

l"l 
- 
Trebunn snoreslovler gun. ovcrd.}.,,"..

O , Üriopedisk skoioy ,vaa ölt" fiil "",

P Trebunnsko ii,tlleí el, guo, ovcrd } ...,.,

R TrebUnntgÍ|g1 {la; rt. r*,iln ovrrd,)

Skinnsko kiopt med trehalvsále

Skinnsko med stiv lresále

Trebunnskinnslovlor

Tretunnsandaler og
rr laít !!9 !l gki€ilt€t

Utsiitt gr,rmmi{olíoy som ikke kan repareré§ {hva slag?)

Annet utslift skoioy som ikke kan lepaíerés ihva slag?}

Skotgy {o9 gummiíotloy) som ikke kan nylig§ av

íorbruksren (hva slag)?,..
Hvis en annen i husríanden kan nytlo delte skotoy,

oppgi dennes navn o§ alder.... .

Skotoy lcm íorbrukeren har lánt iav hvem?}

8l§!ay

Skotoy som Íorbruker*n her lánt bo* (til hvem?}

-sandaietter
l arnryar nad rrglenl ,l rnstléíds !lds. Jic ljsnígr tií .t dtt É, §tr.ííitít ó s|

villlg til i It loítí§llrrsr §üft Yilef íl.m l.gitiEtlsírl' 
'fa

íl.loneíi§g§fiyndigltstsnÉ, ííí úg t8$sre r.rrd€rsíka hrt iní
{r!rb/ük§rcr] irr rr llctrr.

Fylles ut av Anvisning ,",rdt. ... . l , . §1 ,Forsynings- .7
n*mnda: AvSl a 9

Dato.,,., l. ..,.lso
§i9naíur 5rlcrens uaJerslrilt.

During and after WW II, the available products were in shorlage. But there were helping oppoftunities.
For example, if you were interested in a pair of ski boots, you had to fill out this form.

R Printed-to-private-order adllertising postal statiortery card from }tIot,way, 1913

tlerold die weltmarke !
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Z.2. Good quality alpine ski boots are important
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More modern and latest models
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Until the 60s, only short-stemmed" leather ski boots rvith strings were used

Modem, mostly three- and four-clipped. plastic ski boots became general from the 80s in both
racing and mass sport. Geometrical shaping of bottom parts. fitting to bindings, were standardized
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Racer with modern ski boots
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Postes
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The cable binding boots used by this
skier, as seen from the top, represented
other, less popular method in the 80s. Tlrc specia! ccmcellaíiott sholt,s a rhree-clip plasíic ski boot
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2,3. The role of ski poles

Ski poles are important
appliances in alpine skiing

The ski poles serve
several purposes

for the alpine skier.

Specific meaning
of the place name

Cover sentfrom Siboí,
tSibot: ski pole in Htmgarian)

Fehér cotuttl,. íoday
Rontania v,ith a

síamp issued by the Hungarian
Posí itt the earlt, weeks of its
independence - ]9 Jtme ]867

)
,n

The four tasks oithe alpine ski poies are

í2

_**

Taking impulse
at start
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Taking rhl,thm for tuming

Fast elimination of the layable gates
as barriers at slalom special

Balancing at
extremely high

speeds _
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\\ ilat kind o1-skipoles did alpine skiers use it-l tlre 1930s? Ti-re poles are usr"tally rrrade of banrboo. the handie
ts trtad,-, oileather. the snor,r,plate is nlacJe olbatrlboct + leatlrcr strap. its characteristic f'eature is tlre relatively
litrue diatllcter s11o\\ platc. because at tlrat tirrtc thr,-1 oltcn skied in cleep strolr. tire traeks \\,ere not },et
haI,tierled aIld stlltlothetl. This t)}]t- tll ski ptlle cotlstructit,lrl is rvidespread atlcl lras beetr used irl Nortlr
_\ltt.-rica. th., Scatlclilral iall arld th., Alpirl,-, cL)Lllltl,ic5.

_\l11111tr, skicr ilo1..]irl! c(rlltelllpt]rarr ski ptlles uhile_jirnlps trn thl,:ki track
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Rerrlarkable large diatlletcr sIlclrr piates calr be seell on ski polcs cll-tlre aipine skier
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2.3, The role of ski poles Design and development of ski poles
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|, leben§feude durch
WI,NTERSPORT

ffiíT
W#;

Amtlich

Oíficiel

I

f
El
fi§

,&
i

30
ilerrn 1. §tubenvoli-tflagpe,r,
Bartensheimerstr. *8,
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Until the twenties,
a rvooden ski pole

rvas used, which was
replaced by bamboo

ski poles in 1930s
Thinner ski poles. made of metal, especially steel,

were used already before the 70s. Official cover-detail in the 10s

criaurel...theperfrctfteedot4

f . í0.3.19S

These days the slalom skiers are using
straight poles, made of aluminium alloy

This American free-time skier is also using thin
ski poles. Second fold of an aeroE7atntne frotn U.S.A.
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In order to minimize air resistance, the
downhill skier is using curved

poles with small discs nowadays
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2.4. Clothing and safety equipment about ski suits and the fashion

Ski clothing is still a mix of practicaliq, and fashion

A Canadian skier in light ski suit gets a momentum rr-ith his ski pole on a bright u inter day
Oid T.C.I-tprecursot,o,í C.\ú ccu,d.fi,ont Ccmada. ]90i

Look! A Hishly Specíalized Líne

SKI SUITS
. . maile of 24 ounce u,ool snowcloth

SIZES 12 to 18

at one master price

§^.5O z p^c,

l surt

Designed to meet the
specia1 tequirements of
this season. Eight beauti-
ful (yo. can belie,eus) styles,
at one dominating price,

STYLE 1405, sketched,
is a smart looking suit,
The Jacket is lined and is
an efective combination
of plain colored snow-
cloth and bright colored
striped wool. Ski parrts are
well tailored and fu11 cut.

Colors: brown, navy,
wine, gteen.

Price: $4.5O, 2 pc. suit

Terms: 8/10 E. O. lví.

'.I"'ESTERI'J I']OVELTIES, Inc.
1350 BRoADWAY, NEw YoRK cI"rY
Roorn 1612 Phone: CHickering 4,0370

This women's ski clothes of the thirties
is more about fashion than sports.

In four different colors, eight women's ski suit
can be purhased at one of Broadway's stores

R Printed-to-priyate-order advertisinc,
postal stationery cardfrom U.S.A.

(l 937)

Fashionable
women's ski suit

from the 40s
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2,4. Clothing arrd safety equipnlents

vVsoké Tótry
Hohe TatrE
Haule§ Tötrös
High Tölr6s

sL{)v H N sK o - S l,()v^ QU I I,: §--§§)nrla#!:§s!:+irfz>}§ri-s§rá

D()I,IsNlCA
CAltTl.] PO§TALI,]

€"

Old clothirrg

t?.r. 77,

t

1Ks 30
{as-{tx<4z,}lj\\-;*íQ-i

fl-rere is t-ttlt tc,lo trruch dit'tcrerlce irl the clothing of the recreational (abore) arrd

the cottlpetittlr skiers (belorr ) in the 1930s

§,partct||e §er Stc§t ffi §Ioít ercrtellbrr rg
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I{. y. Hirnnenhein,
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2.4. Clotlling and safety equipments

Between 1930 and 1950, the clothing of alpine skiers is
simple and easy to describe. Both female and male skiers
rvore thick woolen pullovers, tight breeches, tight woolen
socks, a woven cap, sometimes with an ear-flap, and
1eather gloves.

r*aiiJ:]lü:ll-d]l

about development of ski suits

§
l55 -4rm*ttrm- dffiR

%_w

Female and male skiers
in breech-type of trousers

Men's ski
clothing at

the tirne
of tlre 1 9-iE

\\'iniel,
O1r, nrpics

Monclco C'_1,j

.fi,om ] 9],_\

2 Kös 14

T

l

In the seventies
and eighties the

jet pants was fashion

\ízkel'rrtry llnatill:'l'it,r,lru Lcsllltsscs'|'ittry

TATRANSK
TATPAH C t( 11 1950V

fr,
PoHÁR
HyE oH

LA COUPE DE TATRY
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Even in the 1950s Tatra Cup, the racers rrsed breeches

Today's racing ski clothing
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2.4. Clothing and safety equipments Ski helmets, glasses, gloves, protectors

The speed olskiing itlcrcased orer titlle. arld the l]lcalls tlideltrlse also itrrproved inproportior-r to this.
Special dc,liccs \\crc l11i]tlLllirctured to protcct the lread. er-es. lrands arrd í-eet. Ol-tirese. oicor.trse. lread

lrl,(\teet i ( )|,l i : tIle ittt,:l i ll]ir( )l'tatl'l t.

.Fi
§1.ns ehr eiben7m. Ru.c K§ che in
a-o -o -a -a -t -t -o-t -}-a:-a -a\

An

(§arrs v

Todai. gooel qualit1
brake-off helmets

and gloves are
essential. Vapor-free

ski glasses are
used by both
professionals
and anrateurs

A ski downhill racer
irT tlre general clothing

of the 30s, with ear-flaps
Spccial F. I.S. cuncellation

ffllas/t l * *

ffi
naehgend

§errn\
-§o}st. ii r a. u,g e

As sootr as the skis liare been acceleratcd and skiing teclrnique has dcreloped.
the ltse cr1- hclntcts tcl ar oid accidents has beconle necessarv

Ragi,\Ierc(l L,0|,ct,.,\ellí vitltitt tlrc GDR. tltixed ntuilittg (GDRuttd Deut,sc,he Posí síul1l],}.\).

Stttr.fiont Kttntatt:. Tlte udLlre,s.sec ltttlyad. stl ,scttdittg ií ltl tt ttclt,utltlre.ss ítl Für:teltvttltlt
Tlta tlt]dititlltul ./ba vtt,s 1luiLl b.t, tlrc ttelr utltlres,see t l9,j()l
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The slalorrr skier
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leg protectors
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z,5, ski lifts to reach the ski tracks
Ski li1l is a nlechanisrn 1br transpotlit-tg skiers up a hi11 or a nloulltain peak.

Ski litls are tipicall1, a paid serr-ice at ski resorts. \\-e ktlorl nlal]\, tl pes cll ski litis

2 Kös

,4§

B,tJ,.j.!
, j,il r' ,,-{

í-

ű"//rrb 0L4u4,1r?O

átah.tw .* }. 1 he strpportir-r_u

pillars of tlre
T-bar lifi are
clearl1 l isible
irr the erllarged

detail

./
L

Yysoké Tatry Buconne Tarpu LeS Hautes Tatry

1,ATRANSKY PoHÁIt
TATPAiICl{!íü HyBolt
LA CoUPE DE TATRY 1950

lherc are trlo rveil-kntlrr-tl ski lilis irl the pictr.rre. an acrial cablc car atltj a T-bar liti.
(i\t the latter the support poles are diftlcult to sc-c, dlte to the distatlcc). Tli,-, earlir":st. rrrainl1

iIl the 1c)30s. lr-ere the aerial cable car liíis rrith cabirls tbr transptlrting llJ--{(') people. iihiclr
rvere also used b1 skiers in thc rritlter. Tuít,tt ('ttp,ski ruc,e t,uttc,tlllulitltt tltt tltc cltlttta.síic P,S curtl.

Triul colour
Drtlo/'

Two cabirrs are towed along the driven ropew,ay at tire same tinre,
one goirrg up and the other going down. R Colour proof

v,ilh ]120 cls colour nuntber. Á total of'3 pieces cotll.d be olferedfor sale

^u
ll.* 23.



?,5, Ski lifts to reach the ski tracks
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The gondola lift usually
calTies 6-8 people. Several
gondolas operate simul-
taneously up and down

Is it possible to slide
upwards? Yes. the
disk bar is suitable

for this

1//

'Issued 
by New Zealand Post Limited

to commemorate the "Hong Kong '94
Stamp Exhibition

18 _ 2l Febíuary 1994

, íltlEffiSJ&ÉW^\"]&í-
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where the cable has no more role.
It is usually used by wealthy skiers

who ski dowtl íiom inaccesible
peaks and ridges. Attention,

heliskiing is not cheap!

a! r-a,

The pictLired aerial cable car starts near Ehrilald and heads ttlrrari,ls ihe Zusspitze.This is tlre..Tiroler Ztrgspitzbahn"
Thi,s crlter ,sent by uirntuil suppletttettíed vitlt uírptll,t Lit,llali,litl,g (Il1d urri\,(tl cttttcclluticltt,s

The nrost widespread
type of ski lifts
is the chairlift.

lt is used for touristic
pulposes and not

only in winter.
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Train in the role of ski lif1

If 1tlLr \\alll to reach a ski resclrt bl,train irr ski ciotlic-s. ski boots arrd riitlr ski equiptnent. tlrere are no
oirstaclcs irl slr itzerlarlcl.

PoSTKARTE - NA POSTALÉ
GULT G BlS VALABLE .j iEF\ioAL3]X]]48

L.

eáj *,r- xc-. 4
]!!annenaira t 3aln POst

dÉ íel / pcste c0l]abOraZicn9 ieriOV]a /' pOsia

l'his skicr is nou boarding a Srriss train rrith its lirl1 eqLriprrlerrt. I]is goal is to reaclr a ski resort.
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BERGBAHN LAUTERBRUNNEN-MgRREN POSTKARTE CARTE POSTALE CAR'OL|NA POSTALE
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Flere is aIrother option. This coglvhee| raihvay takes you to one of the 1-amous ski resorl in the Bernese Alps.
You have to get off at the Kleine Sclreiddeg stop, then you can attach the skis, tlren lread dowrlrill!

Ptlslal stalionery card u,ith advertisittg cancellation sent from Zürich to Budapest, franking added up to 20 Rp. (19101

2.5. Ski lifts to reach the ski tracks
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2.5. Ski lifts ttl rcach the ski tracks

Sarlkt AI-ttotr atll Arlbcr,, is a rillage arrd a ski resort ccnlcr irr tlre Austrian state of Ty,rol. Skiing
has a ltlrlg histtlrr iIl St. r\rltoIl. tlre popLrlar ski tracks,,iitlr assclciated ski lifts built frottl the l930s,

Photo: Mothis, Londeck

As rou can read. a cable railrlar and nrore than ten ski litis lr,ere alread1,,irr operatior-r
in Sarrkt Atltolr in i96-{.

)tlverti.sittg ptlslul ,\lLlli0llar.l, ctlrtl .seltl.fi,ottt I'iettttct ítl Buclupe,s,í (l9ő11
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In the descriptiorr, instead up funicular, the natne gondola wou]d have been more correct
Adveríising post.ul stationery card sent front Vienna to Budape.sl ( 1951)

Besuchel oslerreich! come lo

sT. ANToN AM ÁRLBERG. 1304 m 
-ST. CHR|STOPH AM ARLBERG, 180O m

2 Golzigseilbohnen, Vollugobohn (2811 m),
Kapo]lbohn {232óm}, 10 Skilifts. Berühmt€ Abíohrren
und Ubungsmöglichkeiten, EispIotz, CurIin9
2 coble roilwoys ro the Gqlzis Mountoin. Vo|luEo coble
railway (9,222 ír.), Kopoll skj-liíc (7,ó31 ft.). 10 more
ski-lifts, Fomous rki runs ond extensive proctl(e 5

2 !éléDhérique5 du mont Golzig, téléphérique du mont
Voiluso (2.811 m.), skilift de Kopoll (2.32ó m.), 1O oucres
téléskis, Descentes réputées e! nombreuses oistes
d'entroinement, pqtinoire, << curling >>

l o oes,

Visilez l'Aulriche

skotin9 rink, curline
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9,SDGASTElN, §alzburg
Stubnerkogel - B+rgbahn, 8ergslalion vom Gip{elweg
§{ubnerlogel - fpnicu|ar Railway
Top slation as seen írom summií lootpalh
Slubneri<ogel - Senlier au §9mmel ayec vue sur la
stalión de sommel du lélébeaoe
Siubnerkogei - Monííervojo
Mooislacio vida{s de ia kresta vojo
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2.5. Ski lifts to reach the ski tracks

The most popular ski lifts received different postal ads
The ads appeared on síamps, on postal stcltioneries
clnd spe c i al cancellations

Adverlisings of ski lifts
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A personal one chairlift in Fieberbrunn
near Kitzbühel (Austria, Tyrol)
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The Ötscher ski lesort was popularized with six ski lifts
on the specíacular advertising special cancellatiott

(Lackenhof, Lower Austria, 1982)
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An interesting chairlift
in Poiana-Brasor

(Romania)
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There are very popular and great ski tracks near ZelI am See.
This ski resort had a cable railway and three other ski lifts in 1958

Express mail with additional franking
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Besuche! Osierreich I

Visilez l'

Grossqlockner; slatjon balnéaire de mon{agne el ceníre
de sporls C'hiver <ians les Hauies-Aipes auírichiennes;
ascen5jon de la Schoittenhöire (2OOO métres)
p,. {élé{éíiqu€; 3 monle.penles

Advertising of ski lift to Schmittenhöhe peak
(Austria, Salzburgerland, 1 937)
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BERGSTADí ZELL AM SEE, Salzbu19, Austria
Aus9anqrpunkl der G'roBglockner-HochalpensíraBe,
Alpenseebad und Winlersporlplalz in den ósier-
leichischen Hehalpen, Seilschwebebahn au{ die
Schmittenhöhe (2OOO m). 3 Skiliíte



Z.5. Ski lifts
to reach
the ski
tracks

An interesting
trip to the top

of the ski track.

This toboggan
with skiers

serves as a ski
lift on this

swiss ski track
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The mostpopular ski lifts are tranred in.\ustria. Ft'lr e\arnple. one of the ski lifts connecting
the ski resorts of Flachau and §-asrain is called .,Fll,ing Mozart".

This 1O-person ski 1ift takes skiers in trro slages tiom 917 meters to 1814 meters
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Flachau-Wagrain ski lift connection on the special cancellation

Wo LFGANG A tV AD E U S fui oZART
The world-famous \/iennese classicist nrusician. \\-. A. }Iozart is alnrost fll,ing on the r.l,ings of music
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2.6. Marked ski tracks

The development. satecuarding and nranagement of alpine ski tracks. their preparation for use requires exper-
tise. Tracks accredited tbr racing are taken in public u,se after the racing. theretbre the appropriate infrastructure
1S lmportant

t
*l

\\'}ien ei-en skters and sledgers could use a c.lnlnlon track. This rras in the past
Toda1: complete separationl Booklet c)í ren slűnlps

10 frimerker á kr 3.50 Kr 35.-
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Innsbruck
mountain

wreath with
famous

marked
ski tracks

venues for the
Alpine World
Championships
and the winter
Olympic Alpine
Ski Events t sVEöANo

Domhill
tracks

Slalom special
and giant
slalom tracks

Olynrpic tracks near Bjelasnica
and Jalrorina Mountains, SarajevoAlpine olympic tracks near Grenoble

As eari1 as 1908. thel could on1l,hold an alpine ski race on a desistrated course.
Old T,C.I' (precursot, of C',\.,í1 curd. f,om Chuur-cíe-Foncls. Sll,ií:et,land. ]9aB



2.6. Marked ski tracks
The alpine ski tracks are numbered and colored sign.

Black is difficult, red is moderately difficult, blue is easy track marking
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OLYMPlASTADT
6020 |NNSBRUCK, tirot, österreich, 570-2641 m

Abíahrtsstr€cke vom Patscherkofeí, Technische Datenj
start 1950m (1850m), ziel 1080m, Hóhenunterschied
870 m, Lánge 3t45 m

Photo: R, Frischaui, lnnsbruck 1 37, Aufla9e/1 3

Josef Sch_ölm

Wíelands 11
§troEe, Housnummer,5tie9e und Ti,irnunmer oder Posi,

ía<h nu m me r

Absender

posrleiteohl
Bestimmunssora

The downhill track of Patscherkofel, near Innsbruck, was modernized for the 1Zth Winter Olympics
The 1964 and 1976 men's downhil] racing was held here
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Amateurs also train on the tracks assigned for skiing
A further 1,5 RUB additional franking on the back side of the cover
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2,6. Marked ski tracks

.\s rlc call sl,e ti,otll tlrc abore. tltc plirtltliIlg of alpine ski slopcs. thc sclcction
of the id,-,a1 track. tIle ct,ltlstructitrn irtltl classiflcation 1tllarking) oitlre tracks
\\,crr- ] s!-l,i()Lls" titlloí'rcsponsit-rilit1 tcchrlical task both in tlre past arrd toda1,

Dou rrliill atrd slalotrr events of the 1Oth \\'inter Ol1 rlrpics
il-ere held in Chanrrousse. near Grel-roble (1968)

R Árti,sí's prorlf'vitlt ctltbtl,s,sed seul, ,signad bv G, Bétent1l.s, cle,:igttt,t,

ttttd ettgt,ttl,cr. Á totul tlf' 9 pieces cottltl be ollbretl ftlr sule

Route of tlre
olynrpic alpine races

Marked alpir,e ski
tracks getrerally run
under tlre chairlifts

ski instruction is
allowed only on the
marked ski tracks

Tlre marked ski tracks are
preparerl daily by snow-cats

Nq§§ E

23{.53 !.4§§6 *ü§§

s

Norwegiarr alpine skiing has developed rapidly since the 1950s. At the tinre, many marked downhill tracks
u,cre built, which were maintained using modern equipment, Spectacularírancotype cance|.Iatiott (I953)
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2.7. Rescue equipment and methods in the event of a ski accident

There are two main aspects to ski accidents. These are the failure or disaster of the ski lifts and the accident to the
skier while is skiing. Although the modern ski lifts are equipped with safety equipments and are provided with
multiple safety system, accidents are rare but they can happen. Here are two examples from the world of ski lifts:

1992. Chairlift accident: Nassfeld, Austria. The pulling cable jumped of the guide wheels. 4 dead,9 injured.
Mountain rescuers took part in the rescue using a helicopter.
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Helicopter
assistance
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Chairlift (like the Nassfed) in Poiana ski resort near the to\\,n Brasol, (Romania)

2000, Funicular accident: Kaprun. Austria. 155 people lost their lil,es as a result of a fire in the funicular-tunnel.
In addition to the mountain rescuers. ambulances. íirefighters took part in the rescue.

Firefighter
in life-saving

action
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NIESÉN-EIAHN bei Múlenén
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Funicular ski lift (like the Kaprun) in Niesen ski resort (Switzerland.)
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2.7. Rescue equipment and methods in the event of a ski accident

Unexpected accidents occur both at professional events and amateur skiing. Like any accident,
these also have causes (fall, hit, natural catastrophe etc.)

We can now see a technical error that could háve damaging consequences.
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Incorrect landing after the terrain jump.
The skier's centre of gravity got behind

1.60 160
After the f-all. the skier gets into the
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Severe, tragic accidents may be caused by natural catastrophes (avalanche,
glacier rift). In many cases the skiers themselves cause avalanche.

The avalanche detector has claimed lives many times,
they should be used by mountaineer extreme skiers.

ChariQ stamp issue for the 1951 Vorarlberg avalanche catastrophe, alfecting skiers as well
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2.7. Rescue equipment and methods in the event of a ski accident

Rescuing of an
injured skier. One of
the ambulance men

holds the
ambulance sleigh
using his ski edges

Training of the
mountain re§cue

service on the
ski track

W górach
zaWsze
zachowai
ostro2noéé

Korzystai
z rady
i pomocy
ratowników
GoPR
kartka pocztowa
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4 04 1981
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The precautious majority of skiers begin their route rvith a ski insurance.
(Baleset biztosítás : [ski] accident insurance) R Meter cancellation, 1932

n,i&r(rt. sÁllláMoNT, posta romana
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} ]qi]ll Which body parts ale most likely to be injured while skiing?

Rupture of the knee ligament and injury to rhe hands and fingers
are the most common. In more sevele cases, such as head or spine
injuries, helicopter rescue is now more common.
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3. WHY IS ONE OF THE MOST POPULAR WINTER SPORTS?
3.1. Alpine skiers'favourites are the ski resorts

Though Norway is the original homeland of skiing, by fast spreading of alpine skiing, snowproof ski resorts
with excellent tracks and infrastructure were founded one after another. The heights of the ski resorts range
from low mountains to high-altitude glaciers.

3.1.1. Alpine ski resorts on lower hills

Poíítarít,

5lraJir,. slrt gnumrnrr. (6rbdu}.r.ll. 5trd@cr! oö.í póíí$lt.lif0óií}ah?!

.i0__]ilr 1-_ts2

Spindelmühle, today §pindlerúv Mlyn. with 20 tracks is a frequented ski resorts
in the Krkono§e mountains in Czech Republic Specirnen postal stationery card

From the 20s. the Hungarian skiers founded some ski resorts. One of them \\,as near the capital at Normafa

LEVE LEZÓ-LAP

BUDAPEST, §yÁBHEGY
A székesfováros menedékháza a Normafánal
Schutzhaus in den budapester Gebitgen

_J

After its completion,
Normafa Menedékház

got the name

,,Normafa Ski House",
where ski deposit,
lending service,
resting place and
tea house awaited

the skiers.

R An adveríising
stamping used only

inJanuary 1932
by the on-site

post ffice at the
new ski House
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3.1.1. Alpine ski resort on the lower hills
Ihe ltlrrer tretcks are also verr popular. especial11 íbr íanlilic-s. ski sc}ttrols and trlass sport activists
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Titisee ski resort is
located in the Higlr

Black Forest. Gernlanv.
Baderr-\\'ürttenberg.

1060 nl higlr rlith
].,i knl lorrg ski tracks

atld tlrree ski 1ifts.

Snlall. but still popLrlar
place atrlong skiers
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schierke ski resort is iocated in Harz \íouritain. Gernranr,irr t}re territorl
tlltIle lbrnler GDR, 870 lrr higlr rrith 1] knl ski tracks and seren ski litis.

Verr popular anlong bcgirrrrers.
Poltul ,síttíirltter,t,ctrtl viílt,sllL.:t:itll c,uttt,ellulitllt seltí.h,tltlt Rerlitt ío Httttthttrg t]950l

POSTKABTE CARTE POSTALE CARTOLI NA POSTALE

űrc
FLUMSEFiE}ERGF

(_

z- ,a-,

zz. Z "rt
? /-z4

ő>
ÚZ,a "2-n{ a- n J

L

19 35

12 ls
ll . |d

l

1

Flurnserbergc is ihe trlo1lulirt,ski resort irl tlre CaIlttltl o1'St. (iallerr. Srritzerlatld.
CotlstaIltlr clel elopirrg ski resort. the adr,,antage is tlrat it is close to Zurich
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3,1,1, Alpine ski resorts on lower hills
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Close to the Austrian capital,
tlre Semmering winter spofi
center began to be built in
the late l9th cerrtury. Today.
the slopes ofthe 1360-meter-
higlr Hirsclrenkogel ot|er
great skiing not onl1, durirlg
tlie dal,but also at night due
to the track lightirrr.
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3.1.1, Alpine ski resorts on lower hills

The old ski resorts. St. Johann in Tirol is located
in the Kitzbühei Alps, The Harschbichl is the

highest and starting point for many of the slopes.

8el

The ski resort near the town of kufstein
lair be reached from the kaisertal.
Field postcard wiíh skisport special

cancellation (I940)
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The Sliedis}r ski resort olTárnab1 is at an

altitude of 5-10 nr. It has 17 rnarked tracks and
5 ski lifts, Recomnrended for intennadiate and

beginner skiers.
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Less rvell known, there is the existence of a low-er but
popuiar ski resort in Scotland near the town of Pitlochr,v

The 841 m high Ben Vrackie has some ski slopes.
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3.1.1. Alpine ski resorts on lower hills

in Tratrsylvania (today Romania), in the mountains of Nagyszeben (Hermannstadt, today Sibiu), at an altitude of
1452 meters, a resoft called Hohe Rinne (or Hohen Rinne) was established at the end of the l 800s. In 1 913, a great

ski track was built on the slope of the Paltinis hill belonging to the holiday resoft, which was handed over to
winter holiday guests in the winter season of l9l4. Hohe Rirrne was approached via a forest road from Nagyszeben,
32 krl away. Tliis road was modernized several times until 1910. Horse-drawn carriages were driving the route,
transporting resorl guests, food and mail, People and mail had to be paid for.

The Rtltul Hunguriun Posl did not operaíe a posí tlfJice on the ílohe Rinne, bttt ií allowed the ol/ice o/ íhe resorí ceníer (SKL'|

ítl chctrge a./be.for the cleliyery oJ'postul iíems on the Hohe Rinne-Nugy,szeben roule and ío issue privaíe local stantps us

receipls.

] 92 v,ere
prinled

EVELEZÓ-LÁP C o1li,-tle lttil
ol' lhe atlclre,s,s

s itle

Tannhof.
Gruss vom Kurhaus ,rHohen Rinneu

Directll,above Holre Rirrne. belorrgirrg to it a ski track w,as built in the summer of 191j and
was alread1, used in the next winter season. At the same time, ski education \\,as also orgar-rized.

Today, nine ski tracks with five ski lifts await skiers in the same place, in Paltinis ski resort.
This posícardfeature,s lhe spectacular ]9]0 Hohe Rinne privaíe local (hoíel) st(ltllp uttd cattcellation on íhe
picture side, datedJuly 25, l9l3. It senífrom Hclhe Rinne to lVagy-szeben (Hermannsíadtl v,ith 3 Hprivaíe
l.ocal síantp and cancellationfurthertnore 5 fillér posta4e síuntp u,iíh ]Vaqyszeben cancellation, same daíes.
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Pritttte, hotel-posíttl ,síultlps is.sue.s fl,clttt ]900 rtcltle with o/ficictl po,síul license.

The Hohe Rinne pril,ttte !ocul 5tcllllps ttttd tlrcír c,uttcullulitltts tntlv cclnfrntecl íhe price o.f'tlrc ulready
nteníionecl 32 knt rouíe,,so eyen íhe o/liciul prlsl(lg,e.\íultlps httc] to be q/fxed ío lhe poslcctrds and covers,

(The usecl literuíttre: tlilferettt tlr.,i,As dettlittg tl,ith Trtltts.t,lyanict's hoíel posí.
Tlte uuíltors, ,\í Il'illiunt,s, J.L.}'.Be,sí tntcl L.S.Ettrel
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3.1.2. Serious ski resorts in higher mountains

Austria. the birthplace of alpine skiing, is rich in ski resorts rrhere the tracks start at an altitude of almost
2000 meters and end on the outskirts of a nearby tou-n.
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view of the
kitzbühel tracks
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Kitzbühel. the 1st rank Austrian ski resorts is the N{ecca of alpine skiing. It is
traditionally the favourite place of richer skiers. an exclusive sport and recreation

centre, and the home of the alpine ski rvorld cup. the Hahnenkammlennen.
The most famous dounhill track is the Streif. which starts at 1665 meters.

ends at 805 meters and has 860 meters vertical drops,
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Heiligenblut is a picturesque tow-n near the highest peak in Austria. the Grossglockner. Most ski lifts take skiers
above 2000 meters, who can see more than ten mountain peaks above 3000 meters before heading downhill.

In the 1940s, especially between 1946 and 1948, the town hosted quality alpine ski racing. Today recreational
skiers enjoy the great opportunities offered by tens of kilometers of tracks and related infrastructure.
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3,L?,, Serious ski resorts in higher nrountains
Tlre silvrctta N,lclt_ttltaitls are located oll the border oiArrstria and suitzerland. These areas

of thc Alps also l-iare excclletrt potetllial tbr thc rapid derelopt-trent of ski resorts.
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In tl'e vicinity of the Sw,iss side of tlre Silvretta, popular ski resorts were established
early ot,t, tl'e best known regiorr beirig the classic Parsenn Davos-Klosters. Parsenn is
the birthplace of skiing in Switzerland, but is still one of the most popular ski resofts.

Regi,stered, /ranking added up ío 50 Rp PS curdfrom Chur ío Budapesl (1933)



3.L2, Serious ski resorts in higher mountains

One of the nrost famous ski resorts in Europe is the cit1 of Chamonix in France. In 1921-it rvas the
center of the first \\/inter Ol1,mpics. The popularitr olthe resofi is unbroken. a real paradise for skiers
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The ski tracks are located above chamonix at the foot of Mont Blanc, some of which can be skied also in summer

Another classic European ski resort is located in Garmisch-Partenkirchen. Germanr,
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Garmisch-Partenkirchen is a key winter sport region r,vith his healthy climate.
Due to its excellent facilities, it became the focus of attention as early as the 1930s, and it is no coincidence that
in 1936 the olympic ski races were held on tracks close to the city. Its best-known downhill run is the Kandahar.

Additionalfrankingwith ,,Notopfer Berlin" postal tax stamp intendedfor the benefit of the people of West Berlin
after the blockade of l91B.

l. ALPl

pll sTís

lÁ

ó

Y"3

-r€a.t

,7/?/7

"arru



3,L2. Serious ski resorts in higher mountains
\\'ith its strou"-proof slopes of the [ligh T'atras rras alrcadr arr alpitre ski regiorr recogrlized irr the 1930s
Tuo tllaitl regiotrs have bccIl dcl,clcrped. the area at,tlt-ltld Zakopane irr Polarrd to tire north. atrd tlre area
arolllld Popradarrd StrbskéPlescl(Chippedl,ake1 irrSlclrakia. BotlrareashaveinconrnoIrslliallcrbut
high clualitr ski tracks ancl ercelletlt inrastuctLrre rritlr n]a1l} htltels alrd restaurants.
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One of the great tracks of the Srrlisko ski resort next to Strbské Pleso awaits the begirrner
atld tlre advanced skiers, It is wortlr mentioning the beautiful panoranra that skiers can enioy.

The reason for the popularity of this resoft are the favourable prices.
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3.1.2. Serious ski resorts in higher mountains

We haven't talked about ski resorts in Switzerland yet, although the statistics are staggering. As early as 7944
there were hundreds of ski tracks and ski lifts awaited the skiers. (Today there are 335 ski resorts, 7073 km
ski tracks and 1822 ski lifts in Switzerland. No other country has these possibilities)
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The 4478 m high Matterhorn, which cannot be confused rvith any other peak, on íhe green,
At its foot, a more than 100 km track system was developed w,ith 107 ski lifts.

l933. Zeppelin cover to Bern óy ^§wlss Flight - board cance|.\etion,
Rm postal rclte, 487 letters were delit,ered.
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3.I.2. Serious ski resorts in higher mountains

Switzerland and the skiing! Really!
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Finally a thought, it was possible
for people in Switzerland to live
their passion in difficult times...

They're shooting on the
Iberian Peninsula, there
is warfare everywhere,
but switzerland is a calm
island where people are
skiing mainly during the
1944 Christmas season.

This is a pictorial airgraph,
noí an individually drawn.
(1 914)

Microfilmed original letter
in WW II which was

reproduced on % size
of photo paper and
delivered to the addressee.

The airgraph service between
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of partnership of British
Forces Post Office and Kodak Co.
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3,LZ. Serious ski resorts in higher nrountains
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3.I.2. Serious ski resorts in higher mountains

Now, here is a smal] but very interesting ski area from Bosnia-Herzegovina

Mixecl petforaíiott
]2l ::9l l:]2t ::]2t :

Prenj on §l/.§, lssile

0n the stamp, the highest peak of the mountain Preni, Bosnia-Herzegovina,
Zelena Glava (21,55 m), which is an appreciated starting point of extreme skiers

for a several km long downhillwith a great ievel difference

Trl,o ski resorts popular for recreational skiers and racers
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There are four French ski resorts near Annecy, High Savoy [La Clusaz, Le Grand Bornand,
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whiteface Mountain ski Area is located a short drive
from the town, that is Lake placid, which is a famous
and excellentskiresort up to now. Inl932the3rd
Winter Olympic Games were held here.

3.I.Z. Serious ski resorts in higher mountains

Lake Placid in U.S.A.
(Ski Resort Whiteface, NY' Premier Ski Resort)

S.TOME EPRINCIPE

In 1932 the American
post issued the u,arld's

second ski stcilllp
(Norntctl i,s,sue ond ct

pre -c, an c e l l ecl p i ec e 1

This surroundings
has a great number
of constructed tracks

Jubilee special ccutcellatiott
of the l93) srQmp

This resort is knorvn for its beautifui panoramic nrountain scenen-rrith iantastic ski tracks. Well-knorrn. the snow,
cannons rr-ere used here for the first time in 1980. lrhen Lake Placid organized a \\-inter O11,nrpic Ganres again,
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3,1,3. High mountain and glacier ski resorts

If y,ou \\-ant to ski on a glacier in excelient conditions, the 3203 m high Kitzsteinhorn Glacier above the Austrian cit
olKaprun is the recommended ski resort. The visitor can come across qualiry-ski tracks and excellent infrastructure
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Distant view of
the Austrian
ski paradise

(marked)

First flight
Zeppelin cover of

LZ 130 to
sudetenland,
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3.1.3. High mountain and glacier ski resorts

Kaprun and the ski slopes of the glacier above it enrich the visitors with unforgettable sights
and beautiful experiences. We have the already read in the chapter i.5. that they were skiing
on the Kitzsteinhorn glacier very early, in the 1910s.

Piot Plstk lo A G Wer,

The Áttstriatl po.st ofíice also conlntemorared íhe popular sight v,ith the Kit:steitthorn glacier
v,ith a postal stűtionen, card isstted later. Ot,erfranketl philatelic delil,en,
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Another pride of Austria is the Dachstein Mountains and the associated glacier at an altitude 3000 meters,

where you can also enjoy the pleasures of skiing until the beginning of summer
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\-aldezcaray, ski resolt, Spain. Iberian Cordilleras.
The qualit1, tracks start from an altitude of over 2000 m

Pal-Arinsal and many excellent ski resorts
operate in Andorra, in the eastern Pyrenees.
The tracks start from an altitude of 2600 m.
A popular venue for youth alpine ski racing.

If you want to combine a great summer skiing with a fantastic cultural experience,
choose the Andalusian city of Spain, Granada (with Alhambra) and the Sierra Nevada above it.
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CONJLrNTOS URBANOS PATRIMONIO DE LAHUMANIDAD. GRANADA

EsPANA
CORreas

Sierra Nevada is the great ski resorts in the southernmost part of Europe. The marked peak is Veleta,
from where the tracks start at an altitude of 3306 m and end at an altitude of 2100 nr. The realm of eternal snow

3.1.3. High mountain and glacier ski resorts

\\'hat about alpine skiing in the Iberian Peninsula?
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3.1.3. High mountain and glacier ski resorts

Portillo. in Chile with its 60-year experience,
is the oldest ski resort of south America. the
home of an alpine ski championship in 1966

3o
PEsos

Las Lenas. the Argentinian ski resort, one of
the nrost popular ski resorts in South America
rr.here every.thing from education for clrildren

to heliskiing is possible
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The highest ski resort in the worlr
r,ras the 5200 meter Chacaltaya
in Bolivian Andes which has
been in operation since l939

CORREOS DE BOLiVIA

1548 194B

V CAMPEONATO SIJDAMERICANO DE ATLETISMO
LA P/.Z-OCTUBRE 1,948.

In 1948, the 4th South American Ski Charnpionship were lreld here. By 2009, the Chacaltaya glacier had melted
and the skiers had disappeared. When new snow f-alls, people come to ski still from the nearby capital, LaPaz
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3.1.3. High mountain and glacier ski resorts

Lebanon, with its mountains reaching above 3000 m, 6 track systems, 46 ski lifts. has the most excellent
ski resorts. Even among these, Cedars ski resort is the number one, where one can enjoy alpine skiing among
several thousand old cedars.

cedars ski resort
around 1936

R Straight standing machine
set-o_ff on íhe sticking side

New Zealand also has outstanding ski resorts

,,.'$;-";

Mt. Cook is the highest
ski resort in N.Z.

Whakapapa ski resort
Slope near the Tasman Glacier
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3.2. The spectacular view of ski tracks

Alpine skiing is a branch of sport in which nature is always close to us. At a downhill
from the peak into the valley, the beautiful panorama changes in each second. We can
w-atch the amazing mountains or the pine trees glistening from the snow.

DoPrSNICE
C].ARTE POSTALn

ftrh,7./

!;§:;..:ya:::>.!&}aii ÖlrsKost,ovENst(o.TcHÉcosLoYAQUíE.rrr,:,:;-J;-:---r-*-,-+,r-=

§
,;

\

U
],

,r

1\

ti
l,

}
)i

'\]

,1

§
,|r

§
h
|,

_!
]i

,1

i_!

']
']

l
j}

.a
{
li
|!:

1t

il,

t

{

Míi2jNÁR()DNi LYzAÉ?sxÉ ?,^v ODY
al9 13.,-1ts, ll, 1935

CON()OIjRS INTIaRNATI{)NAUX DF: 5Kl
VYsoKÉ TAIFY LEs HAUIÉ]S' TA.HAb

A resting skier watches snow1, peaks of the High Tatras
Postal síűíionen,cardft"otn the .ski congress (19-151

;]:i.,}.{§},..j=§::s:=.1é>.:!.,a ÖnsxtlslovENs}io.,;t,itij(josLo\:\QUIt] .a[,r,.},6--;._:=,:}:::..:}.f3}]i=§;

DOPISNICE
CAKI,E POST AI-!)

MEztNÁR{)DNi L\,r!.:lsKÉ zÁVoDY Í**r"

,.:

;l§
,)l

a
jr

]r
:'!
i_,

ri

.i'

.ql

]l

-:]

.i

)|

,§
!;

]t

l,

\l
ii

§

\i
§
,:

íí

Fl§ 13.--18, ll. 1§35
c.)NcoUR§ lNTEPNA

VYSOXÉ TATRY LEs ü?fr.^4 K-n"',.rlzt

T-

!

(
\
]1

i.s

l}

{í

,<,): *:@_..:1aé

View of the High Tatra range§."taken" fronr a ski track
ft Fasíal síationery cdrdsenl by air mail Jrom Lucenec ío Chorzow ll,ith a Prague "Jtlncy"cancellation

\HA 7
r

vli.35--9
-,.&*Q

l
l

C.i)

,t.{
lT'

öx
]>

(-t1

ZLn
ii -i
ín }:,

-i
rn

|!].

,'TS*
,..€

,'Fáe,o*



3.2. The spectacular view of the ski tracks

REPUBBLlcA Dl s MARlNo

Ihe ltluIlg rccreatiotlal skier is rejoicing in the Sall \1arilro rrintcr larrdscape.
Probablr such a big snor,, is rare irr Sarr Níarirro. but if it is. tlrerl the land-scape is ven-nice
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The skier shown in the picture irnmediately reaches the top of the slope from where he stafis
his downhill while watching the beauty of the surrounding winter land-scape
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3,2. The spectacular view of ski tracks
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This skiers who
seem belong to
a group can
admire the
panorama
on a peak
before going
to downhill
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Resting skiers
admire the view

on one ofthe
slopes of the
parsenn ski
resort near

Davos

Versoix,
switzerland
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This is not about
ski glasses, but the
beautiful panorama,
watclred by the skier
fron, the Polish side
of the High Tatras

The New Zealand
skier is watclring

the Tasman Glacier
and the surrounding
peaks. Old currency

(l960)

l2

§

í,

.,l' 
iLq,

6§%

-;i;v Y_]::;"K" u.3.A.

p
Co

P. F r o n o n t,



3.3. Mass sport character of alpine skiing

After alpine skiing have become widespread, and the masses have learned its technical elements,
it is quite understandable that more and more people want to ski, in organized forms or individually
Among workers, soldiers and scouts, amateur racing soon emerged and took organized forms.

In 1924,
namely before

the year of the first
winter olimpic games,
the ski races, national

ski championships
were absolutely

amateur mass sport
events. The German
ski championship
ín 1922, what was

organized in
Krummhübel,

today Poland, was
an amateur mass
ski racing, too.
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There were organized ski competitions for young pioneers in Schierke. l953 (East Germany)
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Winter olympics in 193I inMűrzzuschlag? According to the cancellation, yes, but this international meeting
u'as organized for workers, and included high level skiing events. Preliminary advertising special cancellatiott



3.3. Mass sport character of alpine skiing

It is widely known that branches of sport involving masses are alq-avs popular. Of course it is so with alpine skiing
the most popular branch of ski sport, It is important that not onlv the professionals have a say, but also the amateur
athletes of different professions, who can thus be lucky participants in great competitions and racing.
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Skiing r,lás always close to scouting.
International meeting in Murau" Austria. 1956

Schmiedefeld's popular ski resort is still one of the centers
of mass skiing in Thuringia, Germany, Coverfrotn ]937
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The 4th international ski championship
of military corp§, Saalfelden. Austria. l960

Multitude of mass sport
equipments can be seen.
There is a ski equipment

on the young man's
shoulder as well
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post employees, Mauthen, Austria, l97 0
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The mass sport character of the II. Maccabi World Winter Games, held in February 1936 in Banská
Bystrica, Czechoslovakia, is shown the fact that270 competitors from 15 countries took part in it.

This was a real ski mass sport event.
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3.3. Mass sport character of alpine skiing

spectacular mass sport ski events
(26.12.1939 _ 05.0i. 1 940)
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1,18,8
f,assa 3

des Postes de Hongri8.
However, it is knorvn that not only
competitors, but schools and other
bodies have also participated.
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Support of ski sport gave an impulse to racing as lvell. especially from the end of 1938, when due to the
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3.3. Mass sport character of alpine skiing

Ski corllpetitiorls orgaIlized br l aric,lt_ts cir il corlpanies. associatiotls and organizations were extremly
1-1opillar arld still arc toctiu. \Ianr cotrlpetitors- a tr-rn attrrclsplrere and valuable prizes can be seen at

these er ctlts.
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Ski championship of Austrian
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Bad Aussee. 1948
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26-th ski meetirrg of European
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of Austrian
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3.3. lltass sport character of alpine skiing
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3.4. It provides a determinative experience already
in childhood

NeW
zeal:aríd

45c

Basics of alpine skiing can
be leamed on ski school
courses, organized each

year at many places"
instruction for children

at ski schools is very
important
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3.4. It provides a determinative experience already in childhood

The development of alpine skiing into family and mass sports necessitated the
establishment of professional and organized ski education for children. (

Children are first taught
the .,snow-plow" so they
can slip, brake and turn

Photo i J!rischek, solzbuí0 2e, Áufloqe

L 1,5o

older ones with
advanced knowledge wil,
also master the ,,skater"

StepS-upS
Ski resorts are mindful of improving children's skiing skills
Children's ski lift (bab1,lift) is also available as a facility

KRlMML,ll.,1 PlNZGAU, Sqlzburs, 107ó m
sommerírische und wintersportort mir den
welrberúhmten WqsserfdlIen, ums.hloxFn .^^ hohen
FeIs9ioíeln, 5chwimmbod, Bobvliít,@rffi
sehenswerte Wildíúlteruns in den Winiermoncten
5ummer holidoy resor! ond winter soorts centre
wjth the world-fomous wqterfoils enclosed by high rock:.
Swimmins-pool. short-houl chqir liít..deer feeding os q
spectoculor feoture durtn9 lhe winter seoson
Vil|é9icture estivole et stotion de soorts d'h;ve.
ovec les íqmeuses chures d'eou entourées de
houcs rochers, piscíne, télósiése a petité distdnce,
oííourq9emen! du gibier pendont les mois d'hiver
spe<tocle trés intéressont
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Organized ski courses for the school-age children are also available,
This is one of the practices of organized ski education in a high-school ski camp



3.5. Skiing is not only an individual but also a social sport

Tlre alpine skier reaches the peak by,a ski-lifi or b1 tbot. rrith his skis on tl-re slroulder. to start downhill
tllcrl. Bttt írrst. lre looks arouIrd. enjoys the beaut1,ol-thc latrdscape irr ír,orrt of hirn. arrd. in lnost cases.
ctltlsults riith his urrls. li,ierlds about the track and stl,ie isrrlaller or rrider curves) for the dow.nlrill.
Prcsencc cll- the coll1parl\,. the team nlakes sport even l]lore happy atld tttelrlorable.
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A ski team is facing
The Bucegi Mountains,
Soutlrern Carpathians,
Romania
Dr,lntesíic PS carcl (1968l

Waőor6ggtd

A

Destinatar

I

l,,. / irlln1

É.t611

;

;j'e íncriYú ÚUae9,

Localitatea
Expediíur

Raionul Reg,

Oficiul popiul

l

430

l.:axi.rni1 i i.n ..] zern., .

frpo.óffiTi-§}i;F.ta§t ffi
]rc irj. i"j t er üer§I ít Ltb

tatZ.
erytte
iiat hausp

LLt g

iohlgebcren i{6rra

i{. v. I{annenhe

,i

l

\ t
L

iÉ ,:,1
Bankbearnt er

§ibiu - liermrru,istaat

j'aul,,rieI)prqas§e 1Ir. 8

§inschrei oer.*

fiuniánien

Alpilre skiers in a teant
tiorrl Georgia

Olr tllc rllarked stall1p illrrstratiorr. Austriatl alpine skiers clinrbing upl.1-ards can be seen.
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3.5. Skiing is not only an individual but also a social sport

There are many benefits to group skiing, Cheerful conversation at short stops, quick help if needed,
noticing and correcting each other's technical mistakes.
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The photo-picture was made of a group of skiers in the thirties in Crans-sur-Sierre

is located near Crans-Montana, the famous alpine world cup ski resort in Valais. Switzerland
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A group of skiers resting on a hillside rising above Bad Hofgastein in Austria.
This area now belongs to a large ski resort that is part of the Ski Amadé system
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3.6. Test of courage, the extreme skiing

Many brave and well-trained skiers are constantl1, looking for a challenge in the alpine ski-sport.

An early, brave
extreme skier
starts on the slope
between the
spectacular, snowy
cliffs of the
High Tatras.
Sokol-Meeting,
czechoslovakia.
Winter Games, l938
Postal stationety card
with additionalfee
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3,6. Test of courage, the extreme skiing
Where extreme skiers start for the sometimes difficult and dangerous hikes from?

Usually from high mountain huts or shelters. Here you can see three old, famous shelters
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accommodation for manv people on the Postar.,arul Mountain above
the city of Brasov. (Romania. Southeastern Carpatians),

There are exciting ski slopes nearb_v- for expenenced skiers.
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Cabana Bilea Lac (Balea Lac Cottage) is a 2)34-meter-high building in the Fagaras Mountains,
in a picturesque location in the Southern Carpatians, Romania. It is the starting point for nearby hikes

in the snowy season for the mountaineering skiers.



3.6. Test of courage, the extreme skiing

There are alpine skiers looking for extraordinary challenges. I chose an athlete with a unique performance.
Davo Karniöar is a famous Slovene extreme skier and alpinist. He was the first person who decided to visit
the highest mountain peaks of all continents and make a complete ski descent from these. After getting
money he started its succesful six-year program.
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Obvious, the greatest venture was skiing down fiom the 8848 m high Mount Everest, October 7 ,2a00.
The continuous, complete ski descent to the 5180 m high Rongbuk Base Camp took five hours (Asia, Tibet)

Postcard with privat, Rongbuk Base Camp label with postal cancellation (l9211

The other fulfillments of Dar.o Karniöar:

,-iii

.4 e<-* ft:a

Kilimarrjaro (5895 nr)
ski descent

November 200I, (Africa)

Mount Elbrus (5642 m)
ski descent

May 2002, (Europe)

Aconcagua (6960 m) ski descent
January 2003. (South America)

Mouirt Kosciuszko 12228 m)
ski descent

August 2003, (Australia)

ennial

Mount McKinley (6194 m) ski descent
June 2004, §orth America)

Vinson Massif (4897 m) ski descent
November 2006, (Antarctica)
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3.6. Test of courage, the extreme skiing

Ski mountaineering is a kind of extreme skiing. The task is: clirrrb up to the mountain destination with
1'our raised binding alpine skis on the base side.joirring r,ip seai skin (with seal fur). After reaching the top
goal. the highestpoint, modificate the bindings, take dorrn tlre seal furs fronr your skis and slide down.
Important: have a backpack with avalanche sensor!

Po5T

ofíciu postat

fiUr*
The seal fur prevents
skidding backwards

H E LV E T

85

,,

Mountaineering
skiers begin
their exciting
adventures
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MUNIll FAGARA§_Vol." Bil... Oditna,
voie bunó in excu,siile Je síirt;r Je sóplöminö,
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Blocul....._...... §coro ,.._.-_..-.. XtaluI .._........ Áport.__..._._..

DestinatatuI iiú*u

i, B. S, "-J" 1174 - B. T. 1,19ó3 - 28.00C o*,

Lonelv nrountaineering skier in tlre sno\\a, Fagaras. The Fagaras Nlountain
are a \-en-popular skiing destination in the Southern Carpathians. Ronlania.

\,1anr choose the ski mountaineering here.
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Here is an extremly interesting chapter on extreme skiirrg. A fornler polar explorer. the German Captain W.
Bade, organized exciting boat trips to the Norwegiarr Spitzbergen in tlre months of August, in the late 1800s.
On several occasions, he organized there a hunt combined with mountaineering skiing for those interested.
R ltlorw,ay Spitzbergen postcard, Local Polar Post luith Captuin W. Bade's local stamps sent to Hamburg, lB9B
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3.6. Test of courage, the extreme skiing
l-ricl c,lals lat.,r. Captairl Bacle's toLtrist t,ltrat riitlr irs adrctlturc-hullgr} passctrgcrs is
aireatlr at atltlthr,r point irl th,-- Spitzbcrgetl tbr the pLtrpose of skiing atrd sc-ili lruntirrg

ffio[thorte. ffiefípo|taerein.
Carte postale - Union postale universelle
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3.6. Test of courage, the extereme skiing

Due to the special natllre ol cxtrenre. espcciallv nroulrtaincering skiirr_s. it reqr"rires special equiprnent. We have

alread1,. talked a lot about the necessarv equiptllerlt. Horr-er er. pl,otectiotr a*gai1-1st tlre harrlrt-r:l effbcts ol strot-tg

sunliglrt and r,iirrd slrould not be lelt oLrt e itlrer. Tlre solutioIl lies irr tlre usc of protective tlils atrd creatls knorrrr atld

Lrsed bl-alpinists tbr a lorlg tinle.
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4. ALPINE SKIING AS AN ORGANIZED RACING SPORT
4.1. Foundation of the International Ski Association

In 1924" beside the winter sport events, an international ski congress was held in Chamonix.
14 countries founded the International Ski Association (F.I.S,). This organization - with 123 member
countries - coordinates ski sport of the world. Based on experiences in organizing. racing and judging
on international competitions. it brings congress resolutions,
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F. Moonrer, Photo,Sport. - Chamonir
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tl,ittter ol.t,mpics cOltliltemOr(ttes ílrc.fouttclutitltt of F.I.S, as v,ell

Chuntonir,\íott Bluttc. 30. 1 2. ]923.

The 1925 Prague International Olympic Congress decided about winter
olympics to be organized each 4 years. Pierre de Coubertin suggested

that alpine skiing be included in the Winter Olympics in the future.
After the debate, the proposal was adopted.

Postal stationery card with occctsional stamps and cancellaíions
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Competence and task of F.I.S. is not only coordination of ski racing sport. It is also responsible
for the effective special education, and its continuous t-nodernization, At the same time, F.I.S. issued
the 10-point regulation for traffic on ski tracks. F.I.S. organizes regular courses and trainings. ..

The mentioned illustrated bl a ferl,exanlples:

.

F.l.S. further etlucation course at the time of the 4th Alpirre Ski Championship. St. Moritz, 1934

The main purpose of F.I.S. is to regulate activities of skiing organizations
and competitions in rules in the respective parts of the world.
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In 1935, the ski congress organized by F.I.S. took place in the High Tatras
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4.2, The task and roles of the F.I.S.
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Lausannc-Prélaz

F.I.S. congre§s was held during the 5th Alpine Ski Championship in Mürren, Switzerland, in 1935. It was aiso
decided that in the future the alpine combination medal would be counted from the sum of the downhill and
slaltlnr special results, that is, despite the controversy, they do not change the regulation adopted two years ago.

Headed cov-er-detail v,ilh window sent from Lausanne with adveríising special cancellation (1935)
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4.3. Alpine ski racing disciplines
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When motion elements, conditions for teaching, and appliances of alpine became known and
the necessary infrastructure was developed, alpine racing soon started. In accordance with FIS
regulations and rules for racing, the branches of racing w,ere developed. The different types of
movements have created separate disciplines for alpine skiing. The following classification is
made according to the individual disciplines, such as...
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4.3. Alpine ski racing disciplines

The goal in the branches of racing introduced on the previous page - except for freestyle skiing-
is to pass the track in the shortest time. For purposes of control, electric-optical time measuring
equipment is used with a hundredth second accuracy.

r
Since 1988, time measuring become more and more accurate. thanks to the quality of

Swiss appliances

4.3.1. Downhill

The downhill racer in helmet and with
backbone protector has min, 2 m length
and min. 40 m radius, hard skis, His track
is very hard and prepared, about 2,B km
length with 750 m level difference and
bigger arc in curves, two or three bigger
waves. During running he sees flexible,
double plastic rods with red flags and
double or triple defender net on the side
of track,
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4.3. Alpine ski racing disciplines
4.3.L Downhill

QAMPIONAT DEL MoNDosCl ALPlNo F.l.S. 1970
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Because of some downhill track waves
the racer sometimes flies 40-50 m
An fficial issue from a country that

is a member of UPU

Challenging to the beginneí
and expert, slalom skiing
puts a premium on style and
speed. lt requires great skill
as athletes race around flags,
called gates, on a zigzag,
downhiIl course.

In the curves, the skis must be led on
their edges to avoid

leaving the track
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4.3. Alpine ski racing disciplines
4.3.2. Slalom special

The slalom special racer in helmet, with backbone, hand and leg
protectors has short skis, which are ].,55-]-.65 m length and 1,Z-'J,4 m
radius, hard in front, softer at the back. His hard track is about B50 m
length with 250 m level difference. During running he sees 60-65 gates
(made of non-brittle plastic) flexible at ground levelwhich are red and
blue alterneting.

Specific meaning of the
advertisement of meter
The gates on the track

cause obstacles

S]alom skier of the 50s on different tssues

Earlier there were
small flags on the gates
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4.3. Alpine ski racing disciplines
4.3.2. Slalom special

'l'he slalonl skiing tecirrriqire 1avors tlrose skiers rvho are able to perforrtr extremll,í'ast mor.enretlts
alrd chatlges oidirectitlIl. Erplosii,ellcss arld healtlr1," sport},aggrcssiorr are considered adr,,atrtages.
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4.3. Alpine ski racing disciplines
+.3.2. Slalom special Earlier motion technique

Since until the 1950s gates were less flexible. made of wood, pole and foot technique of the time was quite
different from that of todav.
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The skier in the left
curve almost sweeps
the gate with his left

shoulder Mispr in í,, C I EC HT E^l§IrlA' "

More advanced
version of
the earlier

motlon
technique

Until the sixties, the skier knocks the gates.
(which are made of thinner wood or

bamboo) r,l,ith his upper arTn.

but the skier's route is stiil
far from the gates
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The slalom special race track are hampered horizontai and vertical gates. joining multiple
vertical gates are vertical combination, also known as a telegram based on its appearance.

This telegratn is a type of thefatnous telegraph company (1919)
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4.3. Alpine ski racing disciplines
4,3,Z. Slalonr special Today's nrotion tecl-rrrique
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The skier knocks the gates with pole in
opposite hand, with hand and leg protector

This is lrow tlre
slalonr skier sees
1he track "from

inside"
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4,3, Alpine skí racing disciplines
4.3,3, Giant slalonr

Tlic giant slalcrtll racer itl liclrllet ancl rritlr backborre protcctor lras 1.8-1.95 rn lengtlr arrd 27-35 nr radius
skis. riIlich are sotter itl f],otlt atld harcler at the back. His harci track is abor-rt 1.3 knl length rvith 350 nl level
dit'terellc.,. DLrrirlg rLttltlitlg lic-,s.,cs -{_i--i0 í-lexible. dotrble plastic rods rritlr red arrd blue ílags altertrating.
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The super giant slalorrr (SG) has differences compared to the giant slalorrr: longer racing track,
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4.4. Racing history of alpine skiing

The airrr of this cl-rapter is to give stlrvey about the mertlorable races, representing
a stage of developrrretrt in alpine skiing. in clrronological orderuntil the nineties.

4,4,1. Racing of early times (1924-1,94I)

DLrring this period, the developrnent of the alpine ski racing u,as

observable day by day arrd ti-re entlrusiasm was also enormous,

Aíier thc first Winter Olynlpics in 1924, tlre
alpine ski corrrpetitors of F'IS nlerrrber

countries nlet nlore and nrore oíien
at proíéssionally prepared arrd

orgarrized races.

Tlre first Wirrter Olyrrrpics
was comnlerrrorated by

tlre post of nlany,
Special cancellation for the
1st Winter )lympic Game

HA

1

Atr issLtc cclcbrating thc 50'l'anniversarr of the Ílrst Winter Ol1,rllpics with a dor,r,rrlrill skier as well
Tlte ttnttivar,r(r,}, 11,.1,§ retttatttllarad ntlí ott1.1,b.l,tlte ptl.st ollicc,s oJ'tlrc Álpitte ctltut!ric.:

1l lrtist',s proo.f'v,ith entbos,scd,yeul, ,sigtecl by C.,itttttclct, tlesigner attd engruver,
Á trlt.ul o/ 9 piccc,s ctluld be o.1faretl.1br sule

Alpine skiers
otl the jubilee stanlp

1924,1314 _50*.Al{liNÉn8Alit 0ts Jtüx 0tYllPlOlJf§ D]llYm



4.4. Racing history of alpine skiing
4.4.I. Racing of early times (79Z4-19+I)
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At the first overseas winter
olympic for the spectators
Were given a demonstration
of the race alpine skiing with
dor,vnhill and slajom special,
Lake Placid, USA" 1932
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international dor,r-nhill racing in 1925 otl Jurrgfraujoch. Srvitzerland
organized by the British DHO ski club (..Dorin]rill Oni1,'' Ski Club)
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Itl 1929. Klingenthal-Aschberg, Gerrrratly,. was the honie of tlre intenrational
Gr:rman ski charnpionship with together the best Austrian and Swiss competitors
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depicted a dawnhill issued
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, 4,4, Racing history of alpine skiing
4.4.I. Racirrg of early tinres (1,924-194l)

-fharlks 
ttl ti-tr-, sLlcccsslul illtroductiorr oialprirle skiinc. accclrdittg to the decisiorl ol

F.I.S.. ski rrtlrld charllpiotlship rras lrcld annuall1 - urrti1 tlre outbreak of \\'orld \\-ar II.

1936,4th Winter
Olynrpics,
Garmisch-

partenkirchen.
The conrbined

results of
downhil1 and
slalom special

was regarded on
the alpine races.

The most
successful

competitor was
the German

christl crartz



4,4. Racing lristory of alpine skiing
4,4,L Racing of early times (7924-1,94l)
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1936. 6th Alpine Ski World Charnpionship, Innstlruck, New names among the winners, the Swiss Rominger
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4.4. Racing history of alpine skiing
4,4,L Racing of early times (L924,I941)

Gernran Ski Chanlpionship irr Altenberg, Ore \1ountains. German1 - 1937
The Cranz brother and sister tRudolf and Cfuisti) r,,,ott in aipine combination
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9th Alpine Ski World Championslrip in Zakopane, Poland, 1939
The alpine íaces were dominated by Germans, they won five in six races again

under the leadership of Christl Cranz Special FIS can.cellation
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Though the stamp issued by the French Post shows a ski jumper, that was mainly an alpine ski world championship.
The prominent winners: the German Christl Cranz (2 gold medals) and the French Émile Allais (3 gold medals)

Special machine cancellation on the cover for the closing day of the world chantpionship
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1938.
The Czechoslovak

winter Games
in High Tatras.
It was also an

olympic sorling
racing.

. (The 1940
Olympic Games
were not held)
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1938. The Austrian Alpine Ski Championship r.vas held on the popular slope of Bürgeralm, near Aflenz
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4.4. Racing history of alpine skiing
4.4.I. Racing of earlytimes (792+-1941)

In 1937, Chamonix got the right to organize the 7ü Alpine Ski World Championship.
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4.4. Racing history of alpine skiing
4.4.1. Racing of early times (1924-1941)

flb[cnöer:

Special German ski races in occupied territories
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Winter fighting games in the Austrian Villach, 1939
Wilhelnr Walch rvas the winner of the alpine combination
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Easter ski races in tlre Polish Zakopane,1940
Hellmut Lantschner and Josef Jennewein were the winners of the alpine races

Special cancellation on special issue

German Militaq, Ski Championship irr the Czeclr SpirideInrühle, Sudeta territory, 194l
There ll ere exciting alpine ski races wüere Rudolf Cranz was tlre r.l,inner
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4.4. Racing history of alpine skiing
4.4,2. The second impulse of racing (1948-19B0)

The w,inners of the nine winter olympic games organized in the years after
World War ll-until 1980-got at the same time the title world champion.

4NN

Ferencvaresí ?orna Club
öuiapest, fX, U]_loi-Ut 129
Eud,arest.

FUSSBALLeLU B BASEL

19-t8, Winter OJl-mpic Games and Alpine Ski \\'orld Charnpionship. St. }Ioritz,
The races lvere called .,Games of Renewal". German and Japarrese skiers rrere excluded

Alpine ski championship, Schlechirrg,
Bal,aria, 1949. The downhill track was

one of the longest in German1, in that time

One of the first GDR ski
championsiiips in Schierke

in 1958 German alpine ski cirampionship
in1952 was held in the most popular
ski resort in Bavaria. in Lenggries
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1952. Winter Olympic and Alpirre §kr Wolld Clrampionship, Oslo
Giarrt slalom appeared as a patticular race in the programme of ski racing events
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4.4. Racing history of alpine skiing
4.4.2, The second impulse of racing (1948-1980)

More interesting slalom special competitions of the fifties
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Tatra Cup, High Tatras, 1950.
There u,ere made several educational t'ilms about the competitions

Cancelltliiott is ott the tlav of tlte slalont specitll race
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When there were still enough snow and tracks suitable for racing on the slopes of Mount Etna...
6th Catania Cup, International ski racings, 1958. Sicily, Italy. Interpretation error on the cancellation

the drawing shows slalom special gates, v,hile the text refers to a.female giant slalotn competition

1954. National Ski Championship were
held in a wonderful resort in Aspen,

Colorado, U.S.A., 1954.
There were exciting races, especially

the slalom special race.
Competitors were already thinking
about the 1960 Winter Olympic.
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4,4. Racing history of alpine skiing
4.4.Z. The second inlpulse of racing (1-948-l9B0)
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4,4, Racing history of alpine skiing
4.4.2. The second impulse of racing (1948-l9B0)

KR

RlCE

Special slalom skier

After the Are world
championship,

Garmisch-
partenkirchen was the
home of the traditional,

famous alpine ski racing,
the kandahar.

ili-,

1954,l3th Alpine Ski World
Championship, Áre, Sweden. After
long time, the Norwegian S. Eriksen

was the first Scandinavian competitor
to become an alpine skiing world
champion - moreover, a triple one. The gold-medal-winner Eriksen
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1956, 7th Winter Olympics,
and the 14th Alpine Ski

World Championship at the
same time, Cortina

D'Ampezzo i

}

what, or who was
common between
the next two world

racing event?
An entirely

new alpine skiing
teclrrrique and its

performer, the triple
olympic winner and

world clrarnpion
Toni Sailer.
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Alpine Ski World Championship,
Bad Gastein, 1958

Winter Olympic and Alpine Ski World
Championship, Cortina d'Ampez zo, 1956
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4.4.
4,4,2

Racing history of alpine skiing
The second impulse of racing (1949-1980)

1 tv posíA Po§TA

nTfimtilr{rl

The fortieth anniversary of
Bulgarian skiing was celebrated
with an intemational competition

on Mount Vithosa, 1959.
Pair of stamps without

perforation belov,

i: a. S[pl0 )1
-J,t,§,, _,:\i-".,/.i,.§,zu

7th Winter Olympic Games, Cortina d' Ampezzo, Italy, 1956.

The women's special slalom winner was Renée Colliard from Switzerland.
This special cancellation used on the day of v,omen's special slalom racing

E

ull 8l08lll 0tlltPlcl

l .?

Cortina's great alpine
winner was the Austrian
Toni sailer who became
the first person to win

three alpine skiing golds
in a single olympics.

Sailer won the downhill,
the giant slalom and

the slalom special
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The first ski championship
of GDR in Schierke,

in the Harz Mountains. 1950.

i{MlNll-

This special cancellation
used on the day of men's

giant slalom racing
co RTlNA
1956



4.4. Racing history of alpine skiing
4.4.Z. The second impulse of racing (1948-1980)

Downhill skier holding a torch
on the special machine cancellationfor the olympics

Sth Winter Olympics and 16th Alpine
Ski World Championship,
Squaw Valley, Califomia, 1960

Slalom Slalom winner:
racer E. Hinterseer

Officitllfinal
isstte qf the

Mottaco posí
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German Alpine Ski
Charnpionship

Garmisch-
Partenkirchen,

1961
Ludw-ig Leitner and
Willy Bogner jr,were
the most successful

lt ')
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Trial colottr proofs in stripe.five. This i.s usecl by
of/icial prinring ío help choo,se rhe best crllotn,
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18th Alpine Ski World Championship, Cham onix,1962
The Austrians were first with 15 medals

Thanks to significant support from well-known
sponsors, the best alpine skiers of the world meet
anually on a series of racing events since 1966.

At the end of the season, the winners in each branch
of racing get the crystal glotre, the World Cup.
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At the six alpine races Switzerland was the
winner with first places. Swiss giant slalom
racers rvon both male and female races.

(Austria)

,2j, Lt..o

-1, nr ,V L,l

VALtEy

S 2



4.4. Racing history of alpine skiing
4,4.2. The second inrpulse of racing (1948-l9B0)

1Oth Winter Olynlpics and 20'h Alpine Ski World Chanrpioriship, Grenoble, 1968
The television canleras captured all events from alpine ski competitions

GRENoBLE

GRENoBLE

GRENoBLE

Downlrill skier rll
egg positiorr

Tlro difJbreltt triul colour
proof|s utrcl íhe _íittttl issue stttltlp

o/'the líottttco Post
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Slalonr special skier
(.r. C. Killy)
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l 1t|' Winter Olympics and
22"d Alpine Ski World

Chanlpionship to gether,' Sapport1,1972,
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Japanese posl.
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+.4. Racing history of alpine skiing
4.4.2. The second irnpulse of racing

(1948-1980)

12th Winter Olympics and74lh Alpine Ski
Championship, Innsbruck, 1976,

\\lren Franz Klammer left the start of downhill race,
the ,,r,hole Austria stood up and cheered for him.

Successfully!

Special
cancellation

with the
place of

eyentS
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The 1976 successful participation in the olynrpics rvas partly due to the firm.
the a liances for the Austnan Nationa1 Ski Team
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Alpine §k§_tVeltmeistersdraíten
Garmísdt-Partenkinffi en 1 §78
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Bei unbestelIbarkoit retour erbeté11

Alpine Ski Championship, Garmisch-Partenkirchen, 1978. The star of the competitions was
the winner of the slalom special and giant slalom, the Swedish Ingemar Stenmark.
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-l.{. Racing history of alpine skiing
1.-1.3. Modern racing n,ith advanced technical

background (l980 - )

Tlie Alpine World Cup corrrpetition series is accompanied
b1 great interest even, \,ear to this day. Everyone is having a
stlod tinre. tlre racers. organizers. sponsors and TV viewers
\\ t]id\\ ide,
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The very first sponsor of tlre Alpirie World Cup
conrpetitions was the French company EVIAN
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Cornpetitors fight for the cup
rnade of g|ass crystal
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Tlre rnain sponsor in recent \ ears
is tlre Gerrnan company AUDI

Chanronix-Mt. Blanc has been one of the bases
of the Alpine World Cup competitions for decades
The winner of the men's downhill lreld in 2000
rvas the famous Austrian Hermann Maier.
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5541 ALTENMARKT-ZAUCHENSEE, Land Salzburg,
850 m-2150 m )
Winte.sportzentrUm u. sommererholUngsort mit 20 Liftan-
lagen, Lang|auíschuie (50 km Tauernloipe), Pferdeschlit-
teníahrten,geheiztes Frei- u. sporthallenbad mit Sa!na,
Tennishalle, 7 Tennisíreiplátze, Heimatmuseum, Gástekin-
dergaítén 159. Auílage/,l
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Altenmarkt-Zauchensee is the site of tlre Alpine World Cup competitions for women only
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4.4. Racing history of alpine skiing
4.4.3. Modern racing with advanced technical background (1980 -)

One of the philatelic salutations to the alpine racings of the1980 Lake Placid Olympics

R Manual sketch by the excellent
Hungarian stamp designer, Pál

Varga, for the value with the alpine
skier of the Lake Placid series O

A stamp issue implemented according to
the final design by Pál Varga

1982. Schladming and Haus, alpine ski world championship in Steiermark,
Schladming (Planai) is the centre of men's, Haus im Ennstal is the one of women's races.

What's new in this competition? Great races with great racers, absolutely new race techniques and equipments.
The Swiss Erika Hess won the slalom special, giant slalom and combination.

Meíer cancellation with íhe fficial insurance conxpany of this alpine ski championship (19B2)
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4.5. Great talented alpine skiers

christl cranz
(I9I4-2004)

German alpine ski racer

:Do}nott, duó

She is an outstanding alpine
skier of the 1930s, Olympic
and twelvefold world champion.
Her racing career ended with
the outbreak of the ww2
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cranz won the

championship in the
alpine combined at 1936

Winter Olympics in
Garmi sch-P arlenkirchen.

Germany.

Franking added up to
l0 Pf postal stalionery

card sentfronl
G ar m i s c h- p ar t e nkir c he n

to Budapest (1936)
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In 1937, at the Alpine Ski Championships in Chamonix, Cranz competed in bomb form,
she won all titles (downhill, slalom special, combined)

Special machine cancellation on the stamp rlnd the label on the closing rlay of the competitions.
Ordinary cover sentfrom Chamonix-Mt. Blanc to Cluj, Romania,franked 1F 50 C
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4.5. Great talented a|pine skiers

Christl Cranz. Gernlatt alpin.- ski.,r
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Similarly, as lrappened in 1937, two years
1ater, at the Alpine World Championships
ínZakopane, Poland. She excelled again!

She won all the titles, tlrat is, she won
three gold medals.

Tu,o dilíerent special cancellaíions on
Pol is hslamps and labels is,sued for

t he world c ha mpicln s h ips
ó,
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München 2e256
Bankkonten: Bayer.
staatsbank München
Bayer. Hypotheken- und
\^/echsélbank, Filiale
Goetheplatz, Ma,lnchen

An interesting fact about Cranz's 1936 Winter Olympic ski equipment because it was
provided to the competitor by the Carl Braun sporting goods company in Munich.

Order fr.lrm with table on. íh.e back side of this card, sent Jrom Munich to Memmingen.
The domesl.icJbefor theform is 3 Pí, which is cance|.l.edwith a special Carl Braun advertiser cancellaíion,

also authorized by the Germcln Post Office (1936)
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4.5. Great talented alpine skiers
Antotr Engclbert "Toni" Sailer (1935 2009)

Austriarl alpinc- ski racer

D o nt a s t i c, ptl,s í ul,s, t ttt io n e ry
c,ttrd ,scní ,lj,ont Innsbruck

lo l'ie nnu ( ] 931)
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6370 K|TZBüHEL, AUSTRiA
www, hahnenkamm.com
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6370 Kitzbühel/Tirol
Österre]ch/AUstria

Sailer on tlre dangerous
Strei f--course during the

Halrtrenkammrennen
downhill race irr l955 *,"r

Sailer's racing career is linked
to the kitzbtilreler ski club

Olficial cover priníedftlr postal order
v,ilh previously postage paid
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Durirrg his preparations for the l956 Winter Olympics, he took adr.,antage of every possibility
His club also arranged his entry to the German Alpine Ski Championship,

which was held in Berchtesgaden in 1955.
Meler, with a sty|ized track-skeích and daíes
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orie of the nost talerrted
alpine skiers of all time.
He was born and lived in
Kitzbülrel, Tyrol, and was
a competitor of the city's
club since childhood. He

was nicknarrred .,Blitz
(flash) from Kitz". His

favourite dowrrlrill track
is the í-arrlous streif,

u,lrere arurual World Cup
conlpetitions are held

under tlre natne
Halrnenkammrennen.
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4.5, Great talented alpine skiers
Toni Sailer. ,,\ttstrian irlpirrc skier
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Sailer lrrrs barell t\\ellt\,1ears o1d rril.,t,t ill 19,i(l lre rron a1l tlre alpirre l,aces at tlre \\-inter 01YrlPics in Cortina
d'Atlrpezzcl. ltal1, I]is enortrlt,lr.ts sttpericlritr rras also shori,n in tlre giarrt slaloIrl. in tire ne\\'cotllPetitiorl bratrclr

().llic,iut t,tn,er .scttí _ít,tlttt í/te Itllitltt _1tltlctic.* Fetlerulirltt itt Rotltct to Sc,ltoplheint. Gerntatt.t'
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At the 1958 Bad

Gastein Alpine Ski
Champiorrships.

Toni sailer was the
most successful
competitor with

tlrree gold medals,

He finished active
racit,tg early, at the

age of 23, after wlricl
he took in film roles.

Later lre became a

businessnran, but he

did not break away
frorn skiing.
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4.5. Great talented alpine skiers
.Ican-Claudc Kil11,. Fretlch alpille ski racer ( 19-+3 )

Killr spent tlis childhoocl in Val-d'Isere ncar Grenoble. wlrere lre learncd to ski well at an early age. He won lris
llrst itltcrllatioIlal conlpctitioll at the age of l8 n-itlr start nunlber 39, It \\,as a giarrt slalonr race also in Val-d'Isere.
l]rtltlt 19(ló.recoreritlgll,tltllatrearlicrirl.jurr.lterrot-l 1riscorrlpetiticltlsoneatieratrotlrer.firsthebecanretlrealpine
cotllbitlcd u-clrld chatllpiotl iIl I'clrtillo. Chile. 'I'herl he excelled irl the \\'orld Cup cctllpctitiorrs.

3,00r
9.*6' l{l

Killr becarllc alpitre
corllbirred li orld

chatllpiclll in l966
irr portillo. chilc

FoyER DE L,ÉTUDIANTE

í, RUE DU VIEUX-TEMPLE

GRENoBLE

tpt]BtlOtJt DtJ ENNE

Giant slalom racer at

the Grenoble winter
Olympics iri 1968
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RIpUBilOtJt l]l] TüH ENNE

Killy

,
2

l

Kill1 achiel,ed setrsatiotlal success at the l968 \\'irrter Oly,r-rrpics irr Grenoble.
r,vitlIlitlg gold medals in all tlrree alpine competitiol1s.
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4.5. Great talented alpine skiers
Annentarie }Itlser-Pröll. Arrstrialr alpine ski racer (195.3- 
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She r,l,as born in Kleirrarl. Austria,
in tlre state of Salzburg, irr tlre
l],lountainS. close to great Ski

ct)llrscs. PrÖll ilaS a colnpetitor
of the local ski club. Iler hey,day

as al1 alpine skier lasted fronr
1969 to 1980 irrtercstingly.
despite u,innirrg lllore than

60 World Cup races.

She lras ol1l} ol1c ol1,nlpic
gold rrledal. rvhich she rvon

in the f-ttlal seasotr o1'

her racitlc carccr.

REPoBI_iKA DEMoK RAT| KA MALAGASY

J EUX LAKE PLAclD-198o

pröll won the downhill at the
1980 Winter Olympics

in Lake placid
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In l979. she also \\oll t\\o l-ictories 1dorrrrlri1l.
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These speciel cancellations on t.he 1976 ol1lntpic dov,nhill slamp issue clf the Austrian post
coillmelnorclle the biggesl. cryslal. globe won by Pröll, ,six./'old overall Worlel Cup winner
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4.5. Great talented alpine skiers

Ingemar Stenmark. Srvedislr alpine ski racer (1956- )

He is otr,-- crl-the greatest alpinc skiers of all time r.rith a total of two olynlpic golds. tlrree overall
\\'tlrld Ctrp goicls. arld 86 \\-orld Cr-rp r ictories in slalorrl special and giairt slalot,tl. During his
carecr. he alstl tri,--d tlre clorirrhill. but his..riding-stlie" did not suit tlris nlore fast-paced alpine
.1isci|.lirlc. F{is actire cafeer lasted t],orll 1973 to 1989.
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TIle ll-lclst sigrliticarrt stop of his \\rorld Cup lictorics irr giarrt slalonl is in Adelbtldetl. Srritzerlarld.
w,hcre lre u,,tlt,t five tirnes betu,een 1979 and 198.1. uhiclr is one of the nlost dift]cult ctrl]lpetitiol1s

irr thc Wor|d Cup series.
Poslctl st(lti()nerr,- card v,ith adverti,scr F,LS. contpetilitltt t,lutcellrttiott ,settt,fi,clttt Zuriclt

b Souíh ()ruttge, y'y'ett,Jel,,se,t . a ,.S.-]. { l9311

He achiel,ed lris trvo oly,nipic
clranrpionslrips botlr in

Lake Placid irl 1980
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During Stenmark's racing career, }re used
Slovenian ELAN skis. and made it

world fatrrous with his excellerrt results

As we have seen, Stennrark triunrphed in a total of 86 World Cup races

In2023, what seems improbable for a long time happened. The young and beautiful American
slalom queen, Mikaela Shiffrin broke Stennrark record_i,)
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4,5. Great talented alpine skiers

Allrerto Tomba, Italian alpine ski racer (1966 )

He learned to ski at the age of three and started racing at the age of seven.
He developed into a powerful, all-muscle physique, despite this. he later
achieved his outstandirrg results not in downhill or Super G, but in slalom
special and giarrt slalon. He w,as a cornpetitor of the Centro Sporlivo
Carabirrieri in Bologrra, His racirrg caíeer lasted fronl 1985 to 1998.

TREF{TlNG

=D§LoMlTíPARADlSo'DEGLl 5clAToR!

sl{o}l

*TAhÁPATi

Tomba acquired his excellent technical skills irr the Dolonrites,
nTainly on tlre courses of the heights surroundings the city of Trento

Ton:rba won his tluee olympic clranrpionships relatively early, after
bursting into the international elite. He won two gold medals

(slalorn special and giant slalom) at the Winter Olympics in Calgary in 1988
Olyntpic meler cünce|.l.at.ion by the Romanian Pclst Olfice.

His peak year was 1995,
wherr he won the most
World Cup races in one
year out of-his 50 career
World Cup victories, thus
also the overall victorv,

He also earned
the nickname

,,Tomba la Bomba"
(Tomba the Bornb)
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His dynamic gate-skiing technique
is still taught and learned

(He no longer competed in Salt Lake
City, but Tomba is recognizable by

his movements and yellow
Rossigno1 slalom skis)

His third olympic
gold medal is íiorn
Albertville, where
he won in giant
slalom in 1992
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4.5. Great talented alpine skiers

Hermann Maier, Austrian alpine ski racer (19]2- )

Nicknamed the,,Herminator"

Maier ranks among the greatest alpine ski racers in history,
with four overall World Cup titles, two olympic gold medals,
three world championship titles. His 54 World Cup race

victories rank third on the men's all-time list.
Who doesn't remember his honifix flying-fall in the downhill
race at the 1998 Nagano Winter Olympic, followed by his
victory the next day in super giant slalom?
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The nominated company was the main sponsor of Hermann Maier, the world-famous pride of Altenmarkt im
Pongau, where he was born, and Flachau, where he lives and a FlS-course is named after him.

The Raiffeisen emblem can also be seen on Maier's helmet.

OlJicial conlpany cover canceled with postal pertnission. It sent frotn Ahentnarkt im Pongau to Budapest (2018)

AlNNlAND

Tlre Norwegian
Kjetil André Aamodt
competed among world
winners for 15 years.

With his 4 gold medals,
he is the alpirre skier king

of rlinter oil-mpics

Marcel Hirscher
Austrian alpine ski racer

,,I am in the footsteps of Ingemar"

- said after the victory 67th World
Cup, then at the age of 30, he
unexpectedly ended his active
racing career. Until then, he had
fantastic success, two-time
olympic champion, the ,,Best
Alpine Skier of all Time" title
holder,
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Finally, a question. Who is the multiple World Cup winner, world champion downhill skier who got

a street name in his youth in Austria? The answer is: Michael Walchhofer
Official cover-detail printed by Austrian Post OfJice with previously postage paid
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EPILoGUE

\\-hat can be th., object lor rllrich both professional and begirrner skiers can be happy?
This is nothins but the S\O\\':
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Sel,eral tlpes oisno\\-crystalsi 1-he;,,hare one thrng rn common: if rou have a lot of them. },ou can already ski!
Booklet v,ith hrenh, sel_/: adhesil,e síanlps

Ií nöt ateliYoretl in ten days, feturn to

Snow King?
yes, let the snow be

our King!
Postal stationery
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cincinnati to

Sv-dney (Ohio, U.S.A.)
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...for your attention!
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