r ETHIOPIA : THE PRE-UPU. PERIOD

The exhibit begins with the Napier expedition (October 1867—June 1868) that was organized to release British
people held captive by Emperor Theodore of Abyssinia. That was the first postal system organized in Ethiopia.

Postal history of Egyptian and ltalian occupation of Assab and Massaua is not of interest of this study.

The first Ethiopian stamps were printed in 1894 in France, the first courier left Harrar on 31st of January 1895.
Exhibit ends in February 1909, Ethiopia entered into U.P.U. on the 1st of November 1908 when the last set of
overprinted stamps of 1894 was issued and Ethiopian stamps became sufficient for franking to abroad. So | also docu-
mented the early mail and the postal rates originated in Ethiopia with Ethiopian stamps alone.

Plan: the exhibit is organized into chapters and sub-chapters (box below), chronologically according to the periods
defined by Tristant in his Ethiopian postal history book as that definition seems to me yet the most logic. | associated a
colour to each chapter to let easier the understanding of the development of this study.

Each chapter and sub-chapter begins with a brief introduction explaining the contents of the following sheets.

The postal history has been carefully documented illustrating postal rates and postmarks on mail from Ethiopia in the
late 1800's and from the single Post Offices in the early 1900's when mail from each Post Office was franked in a differ-
ent way. Parallel | tried to illustrate the different issues obtained invalidating the 1894 set with control overprints after the
Universal Exposition of 1900 in Paris where a lot of sets of the 1894 issue were sold under the face value.

Inside each period it was also inserted postal material able to testify historical events, the progress of the country, the
work of foreign people in Ethiopia, the mail from foreign countries.

| avoid to frequently emphasize the grade of rarity even if most of items for some details are very rare or unique.

But when | underline that an item is one of the xx reported, | refer to the items registered in a database | built about
twenty years ago and updated until now with the help of the U.S.A. Ethiopian Philatelic Society friends, where scans and
data of almost 1350 outgoing postal items originated in Ethiopia between 1895 and February 1909 are reported, that is
estimated as about the 85% of survived mail.

Personal research and study: the database of the Ethiopian mail from the pre-Upu period that | created in Access
and whose Excel version | put at disposition of my friend collectors for their studies, was also at the base of my personal
studies that | mainly published in the Ethiopian philatelic Society’s newsletter Menelik's Journal . Studying the data of
items extracted from my database by opportune gueries | was able to carry on several researches that led me to im-
portant discoveries that changed the early Ethiopian postal history as it was previously known.

CHAPTERS AND SUB-CHAPTERS

THE NAPIER EXPEDITION (1867-68)

THE FRANCO-ETHIOFIAN POST The early covers with Ethiopian stamps
{1895-March 1899) The substitution of type | postmarks
The postal rates
Incoming mail
The end of the Franco-Ethiopian post

THE FRENCH POST AND The provisional and the regular postal services
THE ETHIOPIAN POST The new postal organization
(May 1899-December 1907) Mail forwarded by alternative ways and means
Ethiopia in the 20th century - Period January 1901-September 1804
J.A. Michel director of the Ethiopian Posts: period October 1904— October 1806
Mail originated in the French Harrar post Office
Mail originated outside Addis Abeba and Harrar
J.A. Michel at Addis Abeba and the Dirre Dacua Post Office

THE ORGANIZING PERIOD - Period January-May 1908
(January 1908-October 1908) - Period June-October 1908
THE ADMISSION OF ETHIOPIA TO U.P.U. - The Ethiopian Imperial Post

(November 1808-February 1909)



2o ' THE NAPIER EXPEDITION (1867-68)

- In 1862 Tewodros, Emperor of Abyssinia, entrusted a letter to Captain Camerum, British Consul at
Massawah, to be delivered to Queen Victory. In the letter he asked to be helped in the war against |
Egyptians and Turkish that invaded his territories. The Queen did not answer, so Tewodros imprisoned

' Consul Cameron and more English people that were in Abyssinia. Queen Victory sent a diplomat, Ras- |

| sam, in order to obtain the liberation of the captives, but also Rassam was imprisoned. British could

| not tolerate such an insult and the war was mandatory.An expedition was organized with troops formed

' by Indian soldiers and English officers under the command of the General Lieutenant Sir Robert Na- |

' pier. About 40.000 people composed the Expedition. Almost without opposition Napier's army arrived ‘

| to Magdala, where there was Tewodros : the Emperor, not to surrender, committed suicide. Prisoners.

\'w{are liberated, and Magdala burnt. Then, quickly, British troops left the country,
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Fe England Sa India
Via Seuthampton Via Marseilles
Officev’s lettens (mititany and naval) 4 Qnnas (6 d.) 6 Qnaas 6 Pies (10 d.) 4 nnas
Since 1-4-68 8 Qnnas § Pies (1 Sh)14d.)
Saldiex’s and sailavs lettens 8 Fies (1d.) 4 Unnas (6d.) 1 dnna
Civilians lettors 6 Gnnas (9 d.) § Qnnas 8 Pies (1 SK/1d.) 6 (nnas

Jndian and Buitish stamps mwm;mmmmwmmmamammmm
addressee had to pay the pestal vate without any evevtaz .
ANSLEY BAY AND THE BASE CAMP OF ZOULLA

Ansley Bay, in the Red Sea, was chosen as point of arrival of all ships and Zoulla, about 700 km.
far from Magdala, as Base Camp of the army.
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E&dﬂau&ﬁﬂ.feﬂmamtﬁyﬂhfiwtmutwﬁmﬁmadﬂﬁlﬁe"HMS STAR” at that mement in the (nsley
Eﬂaq,ﬁﬁauu&dmﬁamﬁmﬂyﬁmoﬁpﬁmmﬂz&ﬂaﬁﬁeﬁmtaﬂaﬁtm addressed to England and franked at 6
Fence (pastal vate fox tetters of officers via Southampton ), canceled at amival with numeral “28” on 256 of Apil 1568,
The “HMS STAR” was a $-gun woaden gun vessel of 695 tons that apevated at ex neax the (nsley Bay.



ANSLEY BAY AND THE BASE CAMP OF ZOULLA
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Address an the Back of the
plied contract. (Red. 707,)
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2nd Nevember 1867. Data of amival handunitten on a contract fox hiving (ral sailing
vessel avived from Hodeida. (It Zoubla the Bounder Masten of the Expedition had to
hire vessels from (lden and Hodeida for the tianspoxt of soldiews and matevial,
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26th January 1868. Letter from the Base Camp of Zoubla (fuom the teat ) franfied with 4 Qnnas of Buitish Indic of
1866 (pestal vate for officers via Seuthampton ). The date 26/1]68 was Randuritten an the stamp By the sendex ta
avaid its theft befoxe it was cancelled By the “FF” (Field Fovce) in a diamond pestmaenk. On the back, as wsual, the
cicutar “FIELD FORCE POST OFFICE/ABYSSINIA” (26 JA 68) in ted inf as the franfing is cavect; it fad
Bcen in Bach inf if, the covex was undevpaid.



* ANNSLEY BAY AND THE BASE CAMP OF ZOULLA

Mail sent by military people from Base Camp of Zoulla and forwarded to people on board of ships anchored in
the Annsley Bay.
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the Cxpedition, Lieut. Edwin Dawes, in erder to have an enclosed letter fouvarded ta the Commander of the Steam
Transpoxt “ Tndia”.

This intexnal mail was defiveved by private messengews, likely sofdiens, and its contents demanstvates Ao mail was fox-
wanded from Zoulla Camp ta peaple on board of ships in the Annstey Bay.



& ANSLEY BAY AND THE BASE CAMP OF ZOULLA
Mail from abroad arrived at the Zoulla post cffice that sorted it by destination
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2nd @puil 1868. Tncaming cavex from Ceadle ( Tngland ) franked at 10 pence, postal vate fox Lettens of afficens
fram and te England via Marseilles untit 315t Manch 68, It is the only postal vate modified duxing the Expe-
dition: en 15t of (lpwil it ancse ta 1 Sh | 1d. , 3 d. higher. Sa the cavex, franfed according the old pesto vate,
was taxed at 3 d. and the mark “INSUFFICIENTLY PRE-PAID” was stuwch en the front-side.

Jn this case at the Zoulla past office the cover escaped the pestmaxk “F.F.P.O” in 8lach ink that is lacking on
the Back side.
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156k Febuuany 1868. Tncoming cover from Bangalove via Bomboy to the Cxpedition. The cover was
franbed at 4 Qunas, poestal xate fax cavers of officers to ot from Tndia, Exceptionally stuich en the front
side by the Zoubla poost office the “F.F.P.O.” maxk in ved ink, signal of covect franfing.



. ANSLEY BAY AND THE BASE CAMP OF ZOULLA
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Sth March 1868. fﬂuamtﬁy.ﬂaptmwamﬂ;md “Sﬁﬂﬂﬂ{ﬁcﬂ”hhm{& Fhe lettex is franfed
with a stamp at 6 Annas§ Fies postal vate fox lettens of afficens ta England vie Maxseilles, cancelled with
pastmark “FF” in a diamond. Duvand’s wife note: “Received Qpuil 7th 1868 (nswexed to Zosta...”

On the back side the departune Expedition’s pastmard “F.F.P.0.” of Zoubta dated 13 MA 68,

THE INTERNAL POSTAL SERVICE OF THE EXPEDITION
On arrival in Abyssinia the postal establishment was created and sited near the pier at Zoulla. An at-
tempt was made to carry the packets by paid Shoho runners. However it was soon found that instead
of delivering they often destroyed the letters. On the 16th January orders were issued that the pack-
ets in future should be carried by troopers of the 3rd Light Cavalry, whose horses had died or were
sick, and who were mounted for the duty on mules especially selected for the service. In a second
time that service was entrusted to the 10th Bengal Cavalry.

15th Februany 1868, Tncoming cover fxam Bambay ta the Expedition. (s the cover was not franfed a stamp with
bewed indication of the taa: te fe paid “Bearing 1 Unna” was stwuck on the front, postal vate fou soldiens’ covens
from India. Exceptionally on the front side the “F.F.P.O.” mark in Black inf, signal of andespaid cover.

It was addressed ta a sobdier of the “3vd Bamboy Pight Cavalbuy” whese tuopers wexe enbussted of the intesnal
pasted senvice of the Expeclition, Less then five covers from India fuanked with the soldiews pestal wate ave veposted.
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. IN MARCH TOWARDS MAGDALA

The army set out from Senafe (Headquarters of Gen. Napier) on 18th of January 1868 directed to Magdala.
The march was fast as the enemy was waiting the British troops in that place and no obstacle was found
along the way.

COVER FROM THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF SIR ROBERT NAPIER FOM GONEGONDA CAMP
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Sth February 1868, Emm“ﬁ'..?f..-u..i ﬂmded Bmtmmdmmeﬁuﬁ Gﬂm”hﬂmwﬂmadutﬂdm
On the Back the “F.F.P.Q.” in ved inf and the datestamp of amival “ADEN STR. POINT” dated 10 FE 68 .
Thie enclased fettex, dated Febsuarg 5, was handumitien and signed By the Genenal Napier at “Camp Gonegonda
75 miles fxom Zoulla”, and it Begins : “ My deax Russell,..”



IN MARCH TOWARDS MAGDALA
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25th Maxch 1568. This cever avvived MMWWMNMW@&&M“MDRE TO PAY” and
the fanduwitien werds “Net Fvanfed” and “1]7 1/2d”. That cover shaws trace af stamps in the xight uppex past,
avex the numbey “(13)” and Both the Duplex pestmark dated “29 MA 8" and the “F.F.P.O.” (dated 1 AP 8) on
the fack side were stwikt in ved ink (signal of cowmect franfing ). Number “(13) means the covex fhad to fie franfed at
13 Unnas (double xate fox officers via Manseitles ) that pevfectly matches with 1 sh. and 7 1]2 d. tax ameunt. 5his
cover was covectly franfied at departuxe and stamps weve lost duxing the buavel. Tn the teat: “Mach 258 116X
(Baust 15 miles South of Lat” (abeut 75 miles fram Magdala ).
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315t Manxch 1868. Lettex sent to England | !
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ficer's vate to England via Maxseitte. Jtis | LT St i |
the last day for that vate: cince 15t ef | gt e e s |
Qpiit that vate became 1S4 | 1 d. On the | f}_u_ Sy \ )
bachoide bath Duplex (dated 6 AP 8) | s i
and F.F.P.O. (dated 9 AP 8) sbwschin (. et - o R Fe |



5 IN MARCH TOWARDS MAGDALA
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7th Qpuil 1565. Cover sent from London to Herny Dufton, Ubyssinian expedition. That cover was franbed with 6
pence, pastal wate fox soldievs via Manseilles. The “F.F.P.Q.” pestmark of the Expedition was stvach at Zealla.

Mr. Dufton, sent with the Expedition fiy the Buitish Intebligence Deparvtment, could not veceive that lettes as an 2Sth
of Manch, not fablowing the instusction, Ae went fax from the tuaaps without any escost and was kifled by the Sehas.
He was ene of the vevy feuwr Buitioh men Rilfed diring the Expedition.
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94 Qpuit 1868. Lettex sent to Bangatore (India) franked at ¢ (nnas, postal vate fox officev's letten to Indic. Cn the
Backside both Duplex (dated 10 AP 8) and F.F.P.O. (dated 12 AP 8 ) stuick in ved, as covvectly franfed.

The presence of the Duplex with a date always earbior of fow days than that of the “F.F P.O” enly on covers sent
from the fxont suggests the Aypethesis of its use on the mabife past effices accompanying the fuigades an the mave. Tn
this case its date I0th (pwil 1865 is the day of the Seginning of the decisive Aattfe.



. THE CONQUEST OF MAGDALA

On 10th of April the British army reached Arogi, nearby Magdala where it was attached by the troops of Te-
wodros. The battle ended with the massacre of Ethiopian troops: from about 5000 warriors 800 died and
1200 were wounded against 2 British soldiers killed and 18 wounded. Tewodros liberated the prisoners in
order to avoid a hard punishment. On April 13th, in the morning, the English attached Magdala that was
conquered in the same afternoon. Tewodros committed suicide by shooting in the mouth with a revolver.

The English bumnt the town and ahanduned 'rt on 22nd April for a quick retreat.
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Mﬁ‘iﬂpﬂf&'ﬁ&' &mammmmﬂaﬂm(ﬂwm)uuflaﬂhiﬂtmlamdﬂfa&mdfi postal nate
for covers of Civilian to England. From Londen (th May 68 ) it was fouvarded to Vienna (7th May 65 ) wheve it was
taxed at 73 Hr with blue pencil and 73 « Vienna (underlined ) with fxown pencil fox the whale voute.

That better was sent by Count Hielmansagge, an Qustrian navy man, uhe was fellowing the expedition as obsewwer of
ustrian Govennment lifie atfiex Civifians that followed the Expedition lifie ofisevver of maoxe Governments.
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Militany Secretary of the Expedition, te W. Simpsan at the Senafe Camp, with the disposition te fouvard it, if, mecess ary,
ta the Base Camp of Zoola. Instead the Letter was fouvarvded to the Camp of Untale with the note: “Gene to the front”.
Just an 17th Qpuil 1868 Gen. Napiex oxdesed Magdala shoubd e Bunnt te the graund: not ene Reuse escaped destuctian,



. CORRESPONDENCE AFTER THE END OF THE WAR

The British troops left the ruins of Magdala having reached all objectives: prisoners were free,
the Emperor Tewodros dead, Magdala destroyed, the emperor's treasure captured. So there
were no more to do for them in Abyssinia and the main wish was to come back home as soon
as possible. On 18th of June no more British people remained in that country.
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24e Qpril 1865. Officer’s covex to England via. Manseitles not franked and thevefore tazed at 1
Sh.|1 d. , new postal nate since 15t Qpuil 68. The word “Immediate” was usitten instead of
“Via Manseilles” and “Ne stamps in Afyssinia” to justify the lacking of stamps on that cavex.
On the Backside theve is the “F.F.P.O.” in ack inf dated 24 FE 8.

25th (pit 1868. Cover from Boarnd of “HMS STAR” to England franfed with 6 Pence of Gueat Buitain
cancelled with “B02” at Suez ( 6 pence pestal vate fox covers of Officens via Southamptom ).

Fhe boghook of “H.M.S. STAR” at the date of 25th Apil veposts: “The B. M. Str. Covamandet avsived
anneuncing the victavy of the English tvoaps in Abyssinia.”



CORRESPONDENCE AFTER THE END OF THE WAR

Un the back side

2ot May 1868. Officer’s cover from England, without the indication “via Seuthamptan”, ta the Expedition frankecd
at 6 Fence. Lifiely weight of fiat cover was ever 1[2 aunce as en the backside theve was obusck the “F.F.P.O” past-
mank in Black ink (signal of insufficient franking ) dated “14 JU 8.” (Lccording te Proud Baily: “ Histouy of the
Indian Fostal Sewvice” (vel. 1 1854-1913, page 47 ) that is the last Bnown date of use of the “F.F.P.O.” pastmarh.
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ficer’s covexs via Southamptom and Suez. Tuansit postmark at London (e the back side) dated 18 June 65.
s the Expedition had abveady left Uyssinia that covex from Suez was sent back to England (tvansit pest-
mark at Londen (en the front side) dated 2nd July 65. Frem Londen that cave was fovwarnded to Bombay
(Blue sea postmark on the fach side dated 8 July 68.

Jhat Cetter was feuvarded without furthevmone franfiing owing ta the Treasune’s decvee af 22 Cetablex 1560
that declaxed free fram franking to afivead the founarding of Lettens of officons Cn His Majesty Sexuice.




+* THE FRANCO ETHIOPIAN POST (1895-March 1899)
THE EARLY COVERS WITH ETHIOPIAN STAMPS

During 1893 Menelik Il, Emperor of Ethiopia, granted Leon Chefneux and Alfred lig the concession of
the organization and management of the Ethiopian Postal Service. In Ethiopia since 1892 existed a
private postal service carried on by French under the responsibility of Mr Mondon Vidaillet at Addis
Abeba and Mgr.Taurin at the Capuchin Father's Mission at Harrar, created to convey by diplomatic
pouch correspondences of French people and a few other persons leaving in Ethiopia. Chefneux made
an agreement to use that pre-existent postal service to send from Ethiopia mail franked with Ethiopian
stamps, valid only inside, as Ethiopia had not yet entered the U.P.U., to which it had to be added at Dj-
bouti stamps of that French colony to pay the international service. Two Ethiopian natives were entrust-
ed to sell Ethiopian stamps at Addis Abeba and Harrar. On January 26th 1895 Chefneux arrived to
Harrar by "méharis” with a good escort, carrying postage stamps and postal material ordered in France

THE FIRST COURIER

For Léon Chefneux it was very important to give the maximum of publicity to Ethiopian stamps as the
sale of them to European collectors was vital for the survival of the Ethiopian Posts as very few people in
Ethiopia was able to write and to send mail. Several covers to European addressee were prepared in a
hurry with the Ethiopian stamps.
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fox a total of 32 guevches : philatelic franking like fox all covers of that cauniex. Stamps ave cancelled with the Bilin-
guaf“HAHAR”pM&nan&ﬂypaf.Hﬁedatna{depwduwu{ﬂhﬂm&aﬁcﬁpuw#Mﬂpumﬂmm Back side, ac-
conding to. the Ethiopian calendax, covesponds te Eunopean 31 Januavy 1895, the ene an the front side to 29 January
Menelik Jounat uat. 34, No. 2 Qpuit-June 2018 “The earty covens with Ethiapian stamps”
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. THE FIRST COURIER

Only five covers from the first courier are known. All of them have the same transit date at Djibouti, 3
February 1895, the same sea postmark of the steamship AVA and four of them are addressed to Paris.
Few days later, on 4th of February 1895, a second courier was forwarded, formed by covers with the
same characteristics of the ones of the first courier: some stamps are canceled with the Harar type 1
Amharic postmark yet dated in Amharic 29th February 1895. That covers arrived at Djibouti on 7 Febru-
ary 1895, before the ones of the first courier were forwarded, so in time to complete the travel together.
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| s : s : Ethiopian pastage: 1 quenche (2x1|4 g. +1[2 )g.
|| Departune pastmark : HARRAR type ! (Payne HR2)
_ | Intewnational pestage: 50 c. Somati Coast
; | Canceled Djifiouti 3vd Februarny 1895
B« | OBack 10th Februwany 1895
| SSET 1 Steamofiip “AVA” of line V' “LA REUNION A MARSEILLE”
!-?:-ﬁ'-‘-'-._.; - B _ —— _-'_":l'_d,* Debivexed at Poris 21st February 1895
Back side veduced SO, '

31t Januany 1895. Registexed coven fouvarded by the fivst couriey franfied with | guexche. Fastal vate were not
MmhﬁhMaa&haWWﬂmM%@MaWammﬂﬂdwﬁ&Wﬂ
“HARAR?” pastmark type 1, whose Ambanic date, according te the Ethiapian calendax, conesponds to Eurapean
31 Januauy 1895. Somali Const stamps weve added at the Djifiouti post effice. (s the Djifiouti harkor was net
yet active, mail te Eurape was canvied from Diibouti to Ofock to be entuusted to a steamohip.
Menetif Jounnal vel. 34, Na. 2 Qpul-June 2018 “The early covers with Ethiepian stamps "
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" MAIL FROM 1895
Tristant wrote that Menelik himself fixed the Ethiopian postal rates:

Letters domestic and abroad up to 15 grams: 2 guerches more 2 guerches for each additional 15 grams.
Letters to Djibouti treated as domestic mail: no Somali Coast franking was required.
Letters addressed abroad : 25 cents, more 25 cents for next weight units; 25 cents for registration.
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Cthiopian pestage: 2 g.
(1g.+2x1[2¢.)
Departure pasimank : Ha-
wan type 1 20 July 1895
Intexnational pestage: 50 .
Samali Coast (25 c. pastal
wate + 25 c. vegistration )
Djouti 27 July

SIS Yangtse bine V

La Reunion & Maxseille

8 August

13 Qugust

15th (ugust

LR T

Ftawman te Constantinople

I R S e il 8

L s e A T e

Intexnational pestage: 50 c.

| Somali Coast + Reg. rnark

Djibiouti 17 Qugust

Obock 21 (ugust
Madane a Paxis 3 Seprtemben
Quenival: Zusich 4 Septemfien
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** THE FRANCO ETHIOPIAN POST (1895-March 1899)
THE WAR AGAINST ITALY (1895-1896)

For ltalians the proclamation of Eritrea Colony was only the first step, the true objective was the con-
quest of Ethiopia and in the following five years, with local operations they occupied Adigrat, Macalle
and Adua, with the annexation of Tign2 to the Colony. That caused the reaction of Menelik who made
the "negarit” of the war in Addis Ababa beaten in all the centers of his immerse empire.

On 11th of October 1895, at the head of about 100,000 men, he marched towards the borders of Eri-
irea, while General Baratieri moved his headquarters to Adigrat where a fort was built.

ltalians suffered a series of defeats, up to the decisive batle: on 1 March in Adua the ltalian troops suf-
fered a definitive defeat, leaving about 5,000 scldiers killad in the field, whilz 2000 were taken prison-
ers. On 26th of October 1896 the peace treaty of Addis Abeba was signed by Menelik and Italians.

MENELIK Il AT WAR

I £/ Feecce |

1
I & N
1 I - 1 z 4

¢ o _ ' z -

22nd Decembex 1895, Double weight covex sent to Paris franked at 8 g. (4 g. dauble
weight unit and #g. Ovenfranfing) and with 50 cents (deuble weight unit) added and |
canceled at Djiouti on Tot of Januawy). Sea pastmark of S[5 “Djemnak” of line V
“La Reunion & Mavseitle”. 5t was addressed ta Lean Chefneus, advisor of the Em-
pevor Menelift whose coat of avms, Umboric " ME” under the Tmpevial cvown, is
preinted in golden chavactens en the Back side. The address is in the handumiting of |
Manden Vidaitlet, pestmaster in Addis (beba. Fhe Hawuar type 1 postmends cancel- |
ling stamp means that the Emperor with Ais count was at the frant and not in the Capi- |
tal. Likely the letter was cawied to Hawax by a messanger. '




* ADIGRAT, THE ITALIAN HEADQUARTERS

Adigrat was occupied in January 1895 and became the basis of all military operations in the countryside.
Major Toselli built a fort in a strategic position.
On Apnl 14 1895 a pustal group was activated and elevated to a second-class office on 28 January 1896.

B %a ;}Lnx POSTALE TTAR -
|BE fJ_ RTE POSTALE D'ITALIRE o
\ - |
! S 1
| s H adqmuiuﬁ(.mdp)
i é" ' i -fﬁmlmuﬂiﬂqdnmpumamd
| B & 1 | at 10 cents
= | | ADIGRAT :: ERITREA
=( 1 .‘.Ty.pzf dated 15 GEN 96
{ B = X
- - e ————— . i e e RS i FORLT' 31-01-96

INCOMING COVER TO ADIGRAT CAMP
Hmhwe‘]w : e TR e T T T R e N T T _ AT A T P T kA T, AT ety

Jtatian Kingdem pestage: : i
10 cents 1
TORINO 1-2-96
Quival: MASSAUA |
152 96
“NON CHIESTA” |
(NOT CLAIMED)
Jt means that the adduessee : i
was dead ax ﬁ.gp[; prisency. F .-, R 2 Ay S s e |

|

|

|



5 LOCAL COVER FROM CASSALA TO ADAGA' AMUS

Letter addressed to a military at
Adaga Amus, a small country near-
by Adigrat, territory temporary oc-
cupied by ltalians and theatre of
the war.

Cassala (Chexen ) to (dagi Amus
12.2.1896

Franked with a 5 cents stamp of Cola-
nia Exitvea (5 cents intexnal pastal wate
fox Lettex pex 15 grams ) concefed with
the scance “CASSALA CHEREN"
Tvansit Cheven 21-2.96

Cn the Bach the maxk "NON CHIEST A"
(NOT CLAIMED) : the addwesses, & mif-
itavy, was dead ox fept prisaner,
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THE GRE.AT VICTGRY OF THE ETHIDPIAH ARHY AT ADUA

From the letter sent from the Fort of - et et Tt |
Adi Ugri by an Italian military to his rel- | PR f-i*r/j - f) 3-g6 e
atives the day after the battle of Adua: | /* e !
"...\WWe had suffered a defeat. It seems : e Sl Sl e A A sy ‘
that the whole army corps is in full re- TNGE S r//;?‘/ e 2 !
treat after it was beaten nearby Adua . | -7 FRSTE S i
_ S Ko 7 :

We yet don't know the extent of our | #otien codl ofes.) ““—:?'-e’i L, !
losses, but they are not slight. | . e |
It seems that also the ones of the ene- | 777 ===w S D) oo L 2 ?I
o i

my are heavy. We have not yetdetails, | /2., .2 2.7,
but it seems that the retreat and rela- Lo
tive chase would take place towards
Saganeiti and Coatit... "

In the following days Menelik with his
troops came back towards the Scioa |
putting an end to the war. :

Mo
TR T i VAT E A F T W b E 1

|

i
di Ugni to Turin (Ttaly) g ;
2-3-1896 the day after the battle of Qdua. | §
Canceled “ADI UGRI | ASMARA” !
(wivat: 18-3-96 e

On the front and on the back the maxk of the
"COMMAND OF THE 1° BATTALION IN-
FANTRY AFRICA / ERITREA COLONY”

Bl s i ey = T mE L
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- THE MAIL OF THE PRISONERS OF WAR

During the battle of Adua about 2.000 Italians were captured and then interned at Addis Abeba.

They were supplied with the material necessary to write to their relatives but only with Ethiopian stamps
valid to pay the postage to Djibouti as French colony's stamps were not yet available in the Ethiopian
post offices. An Italian ministerial disposition established that mail from Ethiopia was free from taxation,
so mail was taxed at Djibouti with a T in a triangle mark but postage dues were not applied at the arrival.

Early P.O.W. cover canceled from June 1896

ddis (Lheba to Connaneds (Ttaly)

Ethiopian stamp: 2 g.
Depaxtuxe postmark :
ENTOTTO TYPE 1 afiout 15-6-96

Fawed at Djiouti 28-6-96

§/8: “PEI-HO" Line U i
“La Reunion a Manseilles” 285-6-96 ;

F} i

A later ministerial disposition established that on 23rd of January the effects of the previous disposition
will finish, and underpaid mail from Ethiopia had to be taxed.

Late P.O.W. cover canceled with the Maltese Cross and taxed at the arrival

(ddis (beba to Livorno

B
A |I
=

:i_]i'_\- I'I Y
e

(Jeaty) i 5

Ethiopian pesteard: 1/2 ¢. ré : ? 'I;Is
Departure postmark : _Z,I%f i
Maltese Cross biEd " *I:‘l
Date from the text T-1-97 el :-:
Teansit Honear 18-1-97 | i

i
i
il
iy
.
1

Faxed at Djibouti 27-1-97 |

5/S: “AMAZONE” LineU |
“La Reunion o Marseilles” |
2.2.97

{wrival: Livorno (Jtaly ) |

r"ﬁutpmtmtdmmLaa:edmtdmgmmamdmmﬂdmmawwduhmtﬁmaﬂeuﬁefdd

of January 1897, Fhat is the unique veponted item having that impoxtant caractenistics cantemporany:
. P.O.W. mail

. Canceled with the Mallese Crass
* Taaed with pestage due at the avival
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THE MAIL OF THE PRISONERS OF WAR

On 6th of October 1896 a special convention was also signed where the restitution of prisoners of war
was programmed to go to the British route to Zeila. The ltalian Red Cross organized a special expeclition
to help Italian prisoners and established a center at Zeila to welcome them. They were later embarked
on ltalian ships to Massawah and to Italy.

Also mail of that period accompanying prisoners went to the British route to Zeila where it received the
special cachet “CROCE ROSSA ITALIANA, Spedizione dei prigionieri d’Africa”.

P.O.W. cover forwarded by the Italian Red Cross via Zeila and Aden
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Ethispian postage: 2 g.

Depaxtune postmak ;
ENTOTTO tgpe ! e
(Bout 1st January 1897 §

§/S: “CANNONIERA ANDREA PROVANA™

Bitish pestage: 2 and 1[2 peace canceled at Uden
ar 3rd February 1897

(wivat:

BOLOGNA (Jtafy) 13 February 1897

Veny fow covens of prisoncrs of wan with the Red Cross cachet franfied with Jndia stamp are xepoxted. This is
ane from bwo fnewn covews franfed alse with an Ethilopian stamp as coming frem Uddis (e

This is the bast fnown wse of the "ENTOTTO” type 1 postmark.

Menelit Jousnal Vol. 3¢ N. 3 Page 6-8 “Ftalian POW mail taxed in 1596-1897"



»" THE FRANCO ETHIOPIAN POST (1895-March 1899)

THE SUBSTITUTION OF TYPE 1 POSTMARKS.

The "HARAR” and “ENTOTTO" postmarks of type 1 soon demonstrate their fragility. In particular the
imprint of the “ENTOTTOQ" became very faint and the mechanism of the Amharic date in the centre
broke during 1895 and since that moment we find that imprint without the Amharic date.

New postmarks with date in European characters were ordered in Switzerland, In August 1896 an
"ANKOBER® type 1 postmark, usually used for philatelic purpose, was used to cancel mail of, at least,
two couriers: the cause for which the “ENTOTTO" TYPE 1 postmark was not available is not known.

In the second half of 1896 the new “HARAR" type 2 postmark arrived and was used at Harrar, but there
is no trace of the “ENTOTTO” type 2 postmark at Addis Abeba where “ENTOTTO” type 1 in very bad
conditions was yet used until the end of 1896.

Since the beginning of 1897 mail of some couriers was forwarded not cancelled or cancelled with the
Maltese Cross, a dumb postmark.

The "ENTOTTO" TYPE 2 was available at Addis Abeba since April 1897, even if it is known on previ-
ous philatelic covers likely prepared in Paris by the Maury’s stamps house and forwarded from Dijibouti.

'ANKOBER TYPE | PABNTEN

. r'q?:‘{ i}"'f‘f‘

ANKOBER Tvpe 1

Medane & Faxis: 19-9-96
(ival FPaxis: 20-9.-96

o . . = Departure Paxis: 21-9-96
. e R R ey = ‘___ R -. SN i Awival Lille: 21_9'_915

(uguot 1896. The use of the “ANKOBER” Type 1 pestmank is vepented with very faint imprints en foux covens
fram two diffeent couriens from Oddis (eba in July-Uugust 1896, Lifiely, fox unfnown veasens, the
“ENTOTTO” type 1 postmark was not available at the Addic (Lbeba post Office in that manths.



_-THE "HARAR” AND “ENTOTTO” POSTMARKS OF SECOND TYPE
THE EARLY REPORTED COVER CANCELLED WITH “HARAR “ TYPE Il

22 8 283 )}
-5
HaRaR ool

3 it - o Ci = i
1 Sikaige ' -
E - B

Fhat pastmark (Fayne HR3 ) fad a long life as it was used up te the end of 1911,

THE EARLY REPORTED COVER CANCELLED WITH “ENTOTTO" TYPE

Thio is one of sevexal vepoxted ;
twin philatelic covers ad- |
dreessed ta  Ma, Maury, 3 i
stamps dealey, in Paxis. e
Jn  agreement with Leon |

Chefnenzx and Qbfred Jtd fie § 10
pramated the sale of Ethiopian |
stamps in Eurepe. ., -
Lifely that covexs weve pre- ;
paved in Paxis, brought to Diji-
Bouti and sent fram theve, mis- |
using the Entatte type 2 past- | 4
maxh waited at (ddis (Abeba :

whieve it awived in (pyil 1897




THE “HARAR” AND “ENTOTTO” POSTMARKS OF SECOND TYPE

THE ADDIS ABEBA POST OFFICE WITHOUT ANY DATED POSTMARK
How the Addis Abeba post office solved that problem waiting for the “ENTOTTO" type |l postmark.

POSTCARD FORWARDED NOT CANCELED

— | Qddis Abeba to Zunich
Fuom the teat: 7-2-97
thiopia pestage:
Posteand 1 g.

Trvansit Havan: 15-2-97
| ded ot Db

| 35 Cent. Somati Coast

‘._ as negisteved

| Canceted 22-2-97

| Departune Dijibouti:
6-3-97

Quiival Zuxich: 19-3-97

From Fanny Jlg

8 i Lo L L

J'[m!mmwd M@#mthM&Mhmm
by pasteards that could nat Be ve-used. Lifiefy no covexs wene present in that couviens.

e ' COVER CANCELED WITH THE MALTESE CROSS

(ddis ([feba to Zuxich
alleut; 24-2-97

Ethiopia Fostage: 2g.
Semali Const postage:
S0 Cent. Samafi Coast

as registeved

Tuansit Havear: 8-3-97
Cancelled in transit

at Djieuti 13-3-97

SIS Uea line V “ Lo veun-
ion & Moarseiffe” 15-3-97

Susvived maif from thuee of nine counievs fovwanded in Januany-Maxch is foxmed by
postcands and covens: as the otamps could Be ve-used that uhole couriens were canceled.
Queival Zuvick: 26-3-97  Six items canceled with the Maltcoe Cross are veparted from that pexiad .



THE “HARAR” AND “ENTOTTO” POSTMARKS OF SECOND TYPE

THE ADDIS ABEBA POST OFFICE WITHOUT ANY DATED POSTMARK

PDSTCARD FORWARDED NDT CANCELED TO BE CANCELED AT HARRAR

From the teat:

(eldis (feba to Caine 17-3-97
Ethiopia postage: Pesteand 1 g.
cancelled in buansit at
FHavvar: 28-3-97

Samali Caast stamp 25 Cents,
owing to the lacking the 10 cents
at the (ddis (Befa post office,
canceled in tvansit at Diidouti
01-04-97

Tnansit Suez 7-4-97

(uvival Caive: §-4-97

L& TR

T T T e R T S e | A 1 - mmoEr

Mail of the two latest couriens MMWmMIﬂ?mM@M
posteands and covens. The Hawnar Past Office cancelled all items with its HR3 postmank.

INCOMING COVER WITH A NOTE ON THE BACK SIDE

8-3.97

Semali Coast pastage:
35 Cent. Somali Coast
postal vate te Ethiapia
Tvansit Hawan: 12-3-97
14.3-97

26-3-97

Note of a dlerk of the 0d- | [N
dis Qficba Fost Office : | & )
“Regu le 25 Maxs au soix | 8
at (dis (beba A
(“Received on 25 Maxchin | & 2
the evening at (ddis (be- {
ba”) en the back side.

= Arms S IR R TR SE T TuE ey
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' THE FRANCO ETHIOPIAN POST (1895-March 1899)

THE POSTAL RATES

Postal rates during that period did not change, but the postal organization changed in a detail: since
February 1897 both the Post Offices were supplied with Somali Coast stamps and both covers and
postcards were forwarded with that stamps not canceled at the departure but in transit at Djibouti.

In the first supply in February 1897 only stamps at 25 Cents, 50 Cents and 75 Cents were present, de-
nominations sufficient for postage of covers but the lacking of the 10 cent. denomination did not allow a
correct combination for the postal rates of postcard (10 cents), registered postcards (35 cents) and
printed matter (5 cents). So for some months, before the second supply of stamps, that mail was over-
franked.

Somali Coast postage was mandatory for mail to abroad while the lacking of Ethiopian stamps did not
cause the taxation of mail.

Domestic and to Djibouti postal rate: 2 guerches

According to an agreement with the French authorities, the Ethiopian
franking was sufficient for mail to Djibouti

% te Didbouti

| 1ot Masch 1897.
. ?;?MM %mfﬂ;’) Ethiopian franking: 2 g.

=il
/

ﬁu!ﬁemﬁm,ﬂhﬂtmﬁﬂuﬁmiﬁma{hmaﬂ&mtﬁmdﬂhpmm
rate from Dijifeuti to Ethiopia at 35 Cents. See the incoming caver from Dji-
Bouti to (ddis (Beba showed in the previous chapter.



. THE POSTAL RATES ABROAD

Postcard postal rate: 1 g. Ethiopian Postcard and 10 Cents Somali Coast stamp

Carly peviod when Fost Offices wene supplied with the stamps for franking of co-
vexs: 25 Centa, 5C cents, 7.5 cents

ne s T
0 ,g:-ﬂ.liﬂ, t@mEP il 5 =

Pexiod after Poot Offices wene supplied alse with 10 c. stamps,

| Depantune :1-4-1897.
| Posteard 1 g.

Semali Coast franking:

| 25 Cents canceled Djibouti

5-4-97

5
| Owdval Genbuve: 18-4-97

- | Fram text: umitten at (ro-
| maos an 2-11 07

..' "ddiﬂ. m tﬂ-&m

. Entatto type 2 pastmank

T | Depantune :5-12-1897.

- Posteand 1 g.

| Semali Coast franfing:

| 10 Cents cancefed Djifiauti
| 111297

| Sea pootmark: S|S YANG-
| TSE line V “La xeumion &
= Maxscitle” 13-1-98

! vnivat Geniwe: 24-1-98



. THE POSTAL RATES ABROAD
Registered postcard rate: 1 g. Ethiopian Postcard and 35 C. Somali Coast stamps

diul

(ddis (Lbebas to Zunich
Entatto type 2 pastmanik
Departure :14-4-1897.
Postcarnd 1 g.
Semati Coast franking:

50 Cents(25 c. Regiotrcation)
canceled Djifiouti 28-4.97
Fvansit Hawar 22-4.97

Awrvival Zurich: 15-5-97

331 S Y | e I T TN T T T e e e P T I S

aincia

Carly peviod when Fost Offices wene supplied with the stamps fox the franfing of
capens: 25 Cents, 5O centa, 75 cents

dddis Abefa te St. Gallen
Entatio type 2 postman
Departuxe :12-10-1597.
Fastcand T g.

Samali Coast franking:

35 cents( 25 c. Registvation )
canceled Djibiouti 26-171-97

T8 g e i R W S TRl A T T e

Fransit Hawman:20-11-97
Departune Diibouti 3-12-97
Sea pestmark: faint

@uival St. Gatlen: 15-12.97

R AT A

e e e s DT

Pexiod after Post Cffices wene supplied also with 10 ¢ stamps.



- THE POSTAL RATES ABROAD

Registered cover postal rate: 2 g. Ethiopian stamp and 25 C. Somali Coast
stamp more 25 C. for each next weight unit per 15 gr. and 25 c. for Registration.

Registered double weight unit cover

= | (ddis (Beba ta Tuich
Entotte type 2 pestmank
Departure :25-7-1897.

. Pestcard 16 g.(12 g. cverfranfed )

: Somali Canst franbing:
75 cents(25 c. Registration )

. canceled Diifiouti 12-5-97
Awvival Hawax: 5-8-97

. Depavture Hawax: 8§-8-97

Departune Diibouti 13-8-97
Transit Lyan : 25-8-97

Cn the Back side (xved. 707,) (nsival Zuvich: 25-8-97
Fondiwiting and vax - -al of (lfxed Ttg




. THE POSTAL RATES ABROAD

Cover postal rate: 2 g. Ethiopian stamp and 25 C. Somali Coast
stamp more 25 C. for each next weight unit per 15 gr.

Cover first welght unit

1 3 : 73 T |

! rMFM Ve 1% m - F’Laﬂ #ﬁ i e & flanar o L LB

[orns - oo &ﬁ S e

e Havvar type 2 pestmark

g | Depantuxe :15-3-1598.

| y ' | Somaliali Coast fuanfiing:
Aot . J/—ﬁl:f--’-f’ccf-ﬁ-ﬂ'-? ) i B il bed Diiboscti
f . !

_! fﬁff b ;2&_".# (‘/(;'fiarz..;l- V‘I_ Jclr .u(.rdaf‘ | :: ’9.3"93

- s nur f | Departune Djibouti 31-3-98
g Nl i

.5;.{;"‘9& ? | | §/S “NATAL” Line &

i (! B

R | “Yabiohama & Marseitle”
| Qunivat Fanis: 12-4.98

:g |

Printad matter postal rate: 1/4 g. Ethlnpiaﬂ stamp and 5 C. Somali Cuast for each 50 grams

e e B R T A R T e s O e o SR AV B TR T TR TR

¥ P T . T S,

I#Hayfﬁ?? mepumm#mmmmd&m (.?laﬁp}&ymﬂa&m.?mamo{%mju mpfumﬂu}
Mhﬂ&ﬁﬁmpmﬁmdwmfmmuuﬁg&ﬁmfﬂmwﬂm Somati Caast 25 c. was the mini-
mum the senden could use as, at that date, the denomination at 10 cents was not yet available in the Ethiopian Post Offices.
Wrappers from the eanly pevied ave very vane, Besides that one was fouvarded by an Jtation Prisoner af Wax.




THE POSTAL RATES ABROAD

Cover first weight unit sent lacking Ethiopian stamp

_ —— —
o

e Ay
— e %

Bt A wabns G Gy 7 Jopopic spiockin |

% _;_.'Haumh
€ Lowmmee & StGoumainen Laye (Shance)

S e | Jtanvar type 2 pastmank
BIET VI | Departuxe 14-1-1898.
S0 SR N | Oopian fusliag lacking
e Pl : Samali Coast franking:
~Z i, ( <- 'L’}rff’-':-\ 25 cents canceled Diibouti
ok 15:198
7. 4 = J;HTL;- STES Departure Diifiouti 2-6-98
o ’ o §/S “IRAOUADDY” £ine U
WAy S & S “Ba veunion & Mavseilte”
- $3.2.98
;7". ‘*-_-a LA f'IL :
<y Sk | (uiival St. Gevmain en. Laye

| (Fuance) 15-2-98

Covex that lifiely ardived from the intexiox By private means as the sender was an exploxer, it was accepted and foucand-
ed without Ethiopian stamps. It avived to destination witheut any taxation as Ethiepian stamps wexe not mandatory.

Postcard sent by Funny lig lacking Somali Coast stamp

ddis (QBeba to Zunich

- Entotto type 2 pastmank
Departune: 12-6-98, last
known date in violet ink

- Ethiopian Franking:
Postcard 1 g.
Somali Coast stamp lacking

- Depanture Diiiouti: 27-6-98
§/8 DJEMNAH ELine U
La Reunion a Marseille

Auwival at Zuxich: 14-7-98

Pasteand fouvanded from Addis Abebia to Turich by Funny Tlg. This postcard at 1 g. was tacking the Somali Cocst
stamp at 10 c. that was mandatory, se it was taced at Dijifouti with the mak “T” in a tiangle. Then the due maxf
was obfitexated By Blue pencil as good gesture to (bfxed Tlg (Dinector of Posts ), Funny Jlg fusband .
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THE FRANCO ETHIOPIAN POST (1895-March 1899)

INCOMING MAIL

Mail could reach Ethiopia by two different routes, like outgoing mail:

The French route, for mail addressed to “Poste restante” (General delivery) in Djibouti where a known
resident in that town, with a power of attorney left by the addressee in advance, picked up the mail and
readdressed it to Ethiopia after having added 35 cents of Somali Coast stamps per portion of 15 grams.
The British route, for mail transported by British steamships that arrived to Zaila via Aden. Mail from
Zaila were transported to Harrar by couriers of Consular type or caravans. That route was much slower
then the French one.

Incoming cover, double weight unit, from France via Djibouti

da=rm-

o | 90 to Diibouts

W | Fouvarded ta Ethicpic
| 9-597.
Semali Coast franking:
| 70 Cents
| Canceted 21 ~5-97

Ne avival pestmank

Cover addressed to Puince Femy D'Cnleans,
exploxer, photographier and natusalist, whe to-
gethey count Peonticff went all ovex Etfiiopia
and met with Menelif. From the addvess we de-
duce that the agent of “Messagevies Manitimes™
in Djifiouti had the pawer of attowney to pick up
the mail of the Prince and to forward it to Ethio-
pia affer adding 70 Cents of Semali Caast
stamps an the covex.

e BT il Red. 707



INCOMING MAIL

Incoming cover from Austria via Djibouti
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From the address mdadtmﬂlat..?mg.hphwm&pamaﬁm
ta pick up the mait of Mx. Guotave Kammerer and to fouvand it ta Haxax after
adding 35 Cents of Semali Coast stamps on the cover.

Wien to Djibouti
Fouvarnded to Ethiopia
Deparduxe :

7 =-3-98.

10 Frenzer
Transit (den: 21-3-98

Semali Coast [ranfing:
35 Cenis

Canceled 5 —4- 95
Transit Aden: 21-3-98

(wvival pestmank:
Ftawan type 2 10-4-98



¥ INCOMING MAIL

Incoming stationery for visit card from Obock via Djibouti
Cent. 5 was the pootal nate fox visit caxd
covex te Ethiopia. Mail frem Semali
Coast fiad to Be franked accovding with
postal wate to Cthiopia, Bul, ef coumnse,
was dixectly fouvarded to that countuy.

I e e e
]
i Oock to Entotte

Deparnture :17-12-98.

Semali Coast franking:
Pestal stationewy at 5 Cents

Ne awmival pestmant.

e _.-f' _._,_,_n-'_,.zy e 'E"-r".f . / s (L i
. . N

e A

= e |
“ w’/ / ' Jiff"?iﬂ“f' =4 u
ey :

T TP N T« AN — T S T T Y P T T L S il

R S el MY A R

Incoming cover from Tunis via Zaila

= . :‘rmm '
; ?Emepmmﬁl?

i ;:t?'.’jF;fI'fﬁ\ P &i i

{510 un S L | Svansit Qewandria:26-9-97

; | Teansit Suez: 27-9.97
o E Ne avival postmark

$o Mo jofeffe’ - iLM.

\é'lfhfuirfw 0 {D’{zh'rﬁjli"'ﬁf *

[l Prosie B 6
5. ﬂaﬂtﬂiﬂﬁuﬂdﬂ,mm
,, ol — ORE ok | andsia, Sucz, Qden and
'j | Zaila te fe tvanspoxtecl via
| Hamar to Qddis Abeba
| tikety by Consular Seuuice.
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THE FRANCO ETHIOPIAN POST (1895-March 1899)

THE END OF THE FRANCO-ETHIOPIAN POST

At the half of 1898 A. lig and L. Chefneux decided that was time to create an autonomous domestic
postal service between Addis Abeba and Harrar to be joint to the pre-existing French postal service be-
tween Harar and Djibouti. The French authorities, informed about that project, were very annoyed but
they could not refuse. They tried to create as many problems as possible and knowing that Ethiopian
postal service was not yet ready, stopped collecting mail except for French residents and for few very
important persons like Menelik and lig family. So all other people was not able to communicate with
abroad unless using private means. Survived mail from that period is unknown to me after March 1899.

Registered cover to Kajana (Finland)

A o The few known mail from July 1898
| into March 1899 has some peculiar
| characteristics:

! Very few covers show the Ethiopian
| franking: likely the Ethiopian clerks
| were not more present in the post of-
 fices and only few mail was entrusted
| with Ethiopian stamps applied.

- 1 on the cover if not franked with Ethio-
gx pian stamps.

| Entotto type 2 was used in blue ink
- (only five covers forwarded from Ad-
 dis Abeba are known in that period).

" | Survived Ethiopian postcards are un-
i : known: they were not sold in the post
| Offices .

3 T
(ddis (lheba te Kajana ( Finfand )
(very vaxe destination )
Departuxe : 2-5.98
Ethinpian franking: 3[4 g.
| Canceled Entatto type 2 in Blue ink.
Somali Coast franking: 50 cents
| Canceled Dijibouti 18-8-98
| Depastuxe Djibouti: 19-5-98

| §/SOCEANIEN Line ¥
i : . “Uohohama i Marseille” 19-8-98

e
[ 4 B




. THE END OF THE FRANCO-ETHIOPIAN POST

Four weight units cover to France
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. Fawax te Chalon sux Sain

| (rane)
| Depantuxe postmark : Farar type 2
| 28-11-98

JIntexnational pestage: 100 c. Sema-
li Coast Canceled Djibiouti 5-12.-98
Four weight units pestal vate.

-{ieﬂm.mt-_ (G feeaes «2 =% | (Qwival Diibouti 2-12-98
} a8 2 | Steamship “DJEMNAH” of fine U
| £ e 7 EETES |
I . C/f?ﬁ? /g"é - yl S il‘Eu :E Lerias uu“m' 5_:2_?3
' SRR W T | Detiveved ot Olhdem sux Scvin
| (France) 17-12-98

il
|

Fuont side veduced 707,
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. THE END OF THE FRANCO-ETHIOPIAN POST
Registered cover from Harrar franked with Ethiopian stamp by the sender.

" | Fawvar te Baden Baden (Gexmany )

| Ethiapian postage 4 g. (2 g. cverfranking)
. Departune postmank: Fawar type 2
. 2.1.99
| Intesnational pestage:
- Semali Coast : 50 c. as Registered
| Canceled Diibiouti 6-1-99
| Departune Dijifiouti 14-1-99
3.1&, Voo SIS PEIHO fineV
oo | | “La Reunicn & Marselle” 14-1-99

| @wisal Baden Baden 21-1.99

i

i =
! ic
L

Cover from Addis Abeba sent by Funny lig

(ddis (Qheba te Zunich.
Ne Ethiopian stamps
Entotto type 2 in Blue ink 25-2-99.

!
i
E
i
|

Semali Coast pestage: 25 Cents
Fhe nemanfiable defay between the date of the Entotte postmark (25-2-99 ) Canceled 1-4.99
and the avival Djibouti postmark (1-4-99) of 35 days, is due to the fact  Somati Coast departune: 12-4-99

that Jly's couniens wene delayed on purpos
" §]S “OXUS* Line V

" P Rewnion i Manseille”
unival Zuvich 24-4-99
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' THE FRENCH POST AND THE ETHIOPIAN POST
(May 1899-December 1907 )

THE PROVISIONAL AND THE REGULAR POSTAL SERVICES

Owing to the boycott of French, A. lig and L. Chefneux tried in some way to solve the problem of pecple
who could not communicate with abroad as their mail was not accepted by the French postal offices.
They created a provisional Postal Service with a new Pcst Office at Addis Abeba, supplied with a new
Entotto postmark (ENTOTTO type Il B), stamps and postal material kept from the Government reserve.
Mail was carried by the employees of the telephone offices from the Addis Abeba to the Harrar Post Of-
fice. In the meanwhile they prepared the regular Postal Sarvice that was ready three months afier.

The provisional postal services

The employees of the telephone offices of Addis Abeba, Baltschi , Toshoba, Laga-Hardine, Courri, Der-
rou, Kolloubi carried mail from their station to the next one and the last one to the Harrar French post of-
fice with the reward of 1 Thaler and a half each one. Couriers leaved Addis Abeba each 12th and 25th
day of each month, and the 10th and 25th day of each month from Harar.
The taxes for letters were: 1 guerche from Addis Abeba to Harrar )

Z guerches from Addis Abeba to Djibouti ) by 15 grams

1 guarche from Harrar !ﬂ Addls Ab-eba )

..... S S

The main differences

_| ENTOTTOtpelB  ENTOTTOtypellA ENTOTTOtypelIB |

Addis (IBeba te London

| Redirected to Bad Hombusg

| (Gevmany)

Ethiopian franking: 1g postcand
| The uprated 1[4 g. is supexflucus.
Canceled Entotte type | B Black
ink 12-5-99.

Semali Coast franbing: 10 cents
Canceled Djibeuti 31-5-99

Fuanst: Faran type | (French
Post Office) 25-5-99

§/§ IRAQUADDY Line U
| “£a Reunion & Marseitte” 2-6-99

Qwival Londan 22-6-99

T Sy R AT R, FL R A L 1 A TR

I o T e A R T L sl L ey o = 3 P S W i R T S U Y TR T T

(Ls that previsional sexwices Emfedf&wnmniﬁa sia aummmmgmr.ei
This is the anly suvsived item from the fixst counien of 12 May 1899 Enowa to me.

9 ; ¢ ; - E : . (wival Bed Homburg 23-6-99
Only thuee items from the sia: couriers axe finown: veny few mail hiad te fe caved.

The text on the back side announces the nepyise of a seguban Fostal Sevvice.
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THE PROVISIONAL POSTAL SERVICES
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This is the anly suwwvived itemn from the fifth provisienal cou-
wiex af 12 July 1899 knous to me. To fie noted the defay since
the fouvanding from (ddis (bela te the awival at Zuich:
about 44 days while previeusly it lasted about one month!
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Uddis (Lheba to Turich

Ethiopian franking: 2g
Canceled Entotte type Il B
Block ink 12-7-99.

Somali Coast franking: 25 cents
Canceled Djibouti 11-8-99
Tuanst: Fanax type ll (French
Post Office) 37-7-99

Dijibiouti departuse 15-8-99

5|5 DJEMNAH Line V

“La Reunion & Maxseille”
13-8.99

(wvival Zuxich 25-8-99



L3 THE REGULAR POSTAL SERVICES

On 12th August 1899 a regular Ethiopian Postal Service between Addis Abeba and Harrar began.

At Harrar, around the 20th of August, Father Césaire of the Catholic Mission handed over the stock of
stamps and postal material to Willschleger, first Ethiopian Postmaster in that town where he opened
the Ethiopian Post Office on 22nd August 1899, date of arrival of the first courier from Addis Abeba.
Between Addis Abeba and Harrar eight relay stations for the changes of mules were established and
four more were added in the following months.

From the first Ethiopian regular courier

1 Qddio Qheba to Amboung
| (Gewmany)

hf:,’" : :J'fl;l'.. A 2 | Ethispian fanfiing: 1g pesteard
LAENL: oRE: & 1 = et [ | Canceled Entotto type Il B
' e 3 Black ink 12-8-99.
Samali Coast franking: 10 cents
Canceled Djifiouti 31-5-99

Transt: Havar type Il 3-9-99

(wvival Famburg 20-9-99

e e L e

From the second Ethioplan regular courier

B et Ut remD T B L R e T L e

Uddis (hefic te Zuvich

Ethiopian fuanbing: 1g postcand
Canceled Entotio type Il B
Black ink 25-8.99.

Semali Coast franfing: 10 cents
Canceted Diibouti 10-9-99
Transt: Hanax type | 3-9-99
§/5 NATAL Line V
“La Reunion & Maxseille”
15-9-99 i

Awival Zuvich 25-9-99

EEgh s 0 iém *mcﬂ ijmﬁa e
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THE REGULAR POSTAL SERVICE

s From the fourth Ethiopian regu-
- lar courier- Domestic postal rate
cover

Addis (Ubeba to FHarar

. Ethiopian franking: 2g
| Canceted Entotte type Il B
Blaach ink 24.9-99.

Ne awival postmank

Dementic covens from the 1500"s ane
guite scance: less then ten iems ve-
porded since 1895 inte 1900,

From the fifth Ethiopian regular courier: | — Addis (Lbeba te Lyon (Fruance)

Registered double weight unifcover | QNI Eehiopian Pranking: 8¢ (4g cveyfranking)
Franco-colonial rate (introduced in 1899) | FEE Canceted Entotts type | B black inf 14.10-99.
French Postage 55 Cents: G Samali Coast:55 cents canceled Dijibouti 7-11-99
15 cents Coast Somali stamp per two i Txansit:Havar Eth. P.0. Honax type || 14-10-99
weight unit of 15 gr. for letters ad- Carly vepeded use of  Transit: Hawar Fv. 0. Havax $.5. 28-10-99
dressed to France and colonies and “HARAR 815 LAOS Line N“UYokohama & Mavseifte”!5-11-9%
25 Cents for Registration. POSTES FRANCAISES” @uival Lyon 22-11-99




- THE FRENCH POST AND THE ETHIOPIAN POST
(May 1899-December 1907 )
THE NEW POSTAL ORGANIZATION

After the French Harrar Post Office, managed by the Capuchin fathers of Harrar, was supplied with the
new “HARAR POSTES FRANCAISES" postmark (Payne HR4) and postal material in substitution of
that handed over to the Ethiopian Harrar Post Office, two Postal Services and three Post Offices were
active in Ethiopia: the Ethiopian Post Offices at Addis Abeba and Harrar for the Ethiopian Post and

the French Post Office by the Capuchin Fathers at Harrar for the French Post .

THE ETHIOPIAN POST

The Ethiopian Post operated in Addis Abeba collecting and delivering mail and organizing its transport
mule back to the Ethiopian Harrar Post Office.

The Ethiopian Post operated in Harrar collecting mail and forwarding it, together with that received from
Addis Abeba, to the French Harrar post office. Besides it received incoming mail and domestic mail ad-
dressed to the Capital from the French Harrar Post Office and forwarded it to the Addis Abeba Post Of-
fice, together with domestic mail collected, organizing the voyage mule back.

14g pestcand uprated 1 g.

| Canceled Entoite type |l B

; Black ink 14-11-99.

| Sumali Coast franking: 10 cents
|

| Canceted Djibsuti 1-12-99

| Fransit: Harar €th. 9.0,
| Feaman type | 21-11-99 Blue ink

| Suansit: Havan Fv. 3.0. blach ink

e

g g

| SHavnan type | 25-11-99

§/S NATAL ELine U 3-12.99
s ——— @wival St. Gatlen 15-12-99
| et el W
R JMMW{) | On the back oide



& THE NEW POSTAL ORGANIZATION

THE ETHIOPIAN POST

The address of this letter was written by Henry Muhle, who had been appointed “Chief of Service of
Ethiopian Posts” by Alfred lig when, at the end of 1899, he left Ethiopia for a sojourn in Europe.

Addis (Ifefio to Basle
Ethioplan franking at 6 g.
for 3 weight units pestal vate
canceled 24-2-190¢
Havvax & 7.0, 5-3-1900
Hawar Fx. 2.0.10-3-1900

Somali Coast franking:

75 cents on the bachside

(pestal vate 25 c. x 3 weight units )
canceled Djibouti (faint date)
Both Entotte type l and FHavar type Il postmarks wene lacking of SIS YANGTSE Line V

the combination “00” in the yean of the date so it was set at “197  “La Reunion & Maxseille”
that dees not mean “1919” fut “1900”. faint date

(wnival Baste 29-3-1900




. THE NEW POSTAL ORGANIZATION
THE ETHIOPIAN POST
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THE FRENCH POST

e ms e g i [ B i e B e i

Uddis (befia to Paris
Ethiopian franking 2 g.
Canceled Entotte type |l B
10-3-190¢

FHawar Eth. P.0. 20-3-190C
Haan Gu. P.O. 24-3-1900
Semali Coast franking: 15 cents
Fuance colanial vate

Canceled Djibouti 29-3-1900
Departure Diiouti 13-4-1900
515 TONKIN Line N

“UYhokoharma & Marseille”
30-3-1900

The French Post Office operated in Harrar collecting most of mail of that town, delivering all mail re-
ceived from Djibouti addressed to people resident , and forwarding mail addressed to people of the
Capital to the Ethiopian Harrar Post Office. Mail collected was franked with Somali Coast stampss,
sometimes cancelled with its “HARAR POSTES FRANGAISES" postmark (Payne HR4), sometime:s
that postmark was struck alongside and stamps were cancelled at Djibouti, or that postmark is lacking
and mail can't be distinguished from that posted at Djlbﬂutl rf the cmgm can’'t be deduced from the text.
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Farvar ta Paris

The 1|4 g. of the pestcand
superfluous.

Favar Fv. $.0. 31-3-190C

Semali Coast franking: 60 cents
i ( 10 cent. postal vate 25 c.

Registuation. 25 c. evexfranking )

£ | Canceled Dijibouti 5-4-1900

Depadture Dijilouti 13-4-1900

515 OXUS Line V
“La Reunion & Maxseille’
13-4-1900

unival Paxis 25-4-190¢

Early repaxted item fouvarded from the Hanar French F. 6. Squaned R of Registration in back ink against blue ink if
stuuch at Djifouti and lacking of the HR3 pestmark ave the signals that this pesteand was sent from the French P.05.



MAIL FORWARDED FROM THE INTERIOR

Postcard from an explorer at’
-ake Zuai, taxed as French
postage was lacking.

15-11-00 handusitten in the text

/2 g. pestcand canceled ENTOTTO
Type2B  29.11.00

Taxed at Dijifouti (T in a tiangte )
uring to lacking French stamp 7-1-C1

Sea postmark S|S NATAL Line U
Ea Reunion & Marocille §-1-01

Tweival 14-1-01

THE INCOMING MAIL
Mail coming from the Djibouti Post Office was delivered to the French Harrar Post Office to be distributed to
the Harrar’s inhabitants or to be forwarded to the Ethiopian Harrar Post Office if addressed to inhabitants of
the Capital. The Harrar Ethiopian Post Office forwarded it to the Addis Abeba Post Office that collected a tax
for the internal service, homologous to that represented by Ethiopian franking of correspondences forwarded
between Addis Abeba and Harrar for mail addressed to foreign countries. But no tax stamps were applied.

(ssouan to Farvar
25-1-19¢¢0

Fuanking at 2 Piastres
units lettex to abvead )
Transit Suez 26-1-00

Sea pestmarh S|S YANG-
TSE Line V Mavseilles a £a
Reunion 1-2-C0

(xvivat 15-2-00

This covex shows on the Back
side the HR3 postmask of the
Cthiopian Hawar Faot Office
and the woxds: "Please et
follow”. Tt means that the
addxessee was at Uddis (be-
fa and the Ethiopian Fast Cf-
Ciseny of that coues.




(May 1899-December 1907 )

* THE FRENCH POST AND THE ETHIOPIAN POST

MAIL FORWARDED BY ALTERNATIVE WAYS AND MEANS
Owing to different causes, among them the fact that mail at Harrar passed through two post offices and
that, for political aims the advancing of the railway line was not used in a suitable way to transport mail,
people was not satisfied of the postal service through the French route, and about year 1900 most of

mail from Harrar was forwarded by British route, trough Zaila and Aden.

Besides other foreign people, like Russians preferred to use their Consular services to send mail to Dji-
bouti to be forwarded from there to destination by the international postal service (U.P.U.).

MAIL FORWARDED BY BRITISH ROUTE

fogl dns o pemn L L T i T T

Red. 707,
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| REGISTERED LETTER

TO ABROAD WITH NO-
TIFY OF RECEIPT
Fbanvax te. Manseille
? Septembier 99
India stamps: 6 1]2 Qances
21]2 (nnas foveign vate
2 (nnas Registration
2 Annas Netify of veceipt
canceled fy “B” inside § fiari-
zontal faxs dumb pestmank.,
Tnansit: Zaila 2-10-99
Zaila vegistration pestmarf
Advise of veceipt: AR in a civcle
Twansit: den 8-10-99
T.P.O. “Medane & Paris™
20-10-99 in xed inft

Quvival: Marseifle 21-10-99

Comsular Sexvices ox enbussted b caravans.
Zaila was a sub-pest office of the (den post
office depending by the Bombay past office,
sa Jndian stampo and postmanks were used.
Frem Zaila mail was feuvavded to (lden By
fing, a local Battle, and then i was anspod-
ed towards destination by Buitish steamashiips.



* MAIL FORWARDED BY BRITISH ROUTE

Postcard posted at the Ethiopian Harrar Post Office to be forwarded by British route

1 Ssnn te Hermmiicny
10-4-1900

hﬂ:’"?'hﬂ'ﬁ= B! . : bt Ethiopian stamp:
EN50 : MEL s &1+ LRS-

| (12 g. posteand

| Canceled 10-4-190C
| India stamps:
1 212 (innas foreign vate
canceled By “B” inside 8 foni-
e zontal faxs dumb postmani.

" | Snansit: Zaita 14-4-1900
Teansit: (den 22-4-1900

Awvival: Hambourg (Gexmany )
5.5-1900

Most of mail fxom Hovan to abread in the year 1900 was fouvarded via Buitish vouts
euing to the stowness of the French voute .
Cover posted at the Addis Abeba Post Office to be forwarded by British route

P i 11 AT T A T e, T AN T R RS e L T R o

(Iddis (Ifefia te Rheinesoen
Gexmany 11-9-1900

Jndia stampa:

21]2 Unnas foxeign wale
Fransit Ravean 22-9-1900

Transit: Zaila 19-9-19CC
Zalfa registeation post-
mak

Transit: Qden 7-1C0-1900

uivat: Nieder Tngelhicim
7-10-1900

=T AT ST T T I I GRS T A

Hmtfammdedﬁmf&eﬂdduﬂﬁa&a.?mtﬂﬂmt&mgﬁmem&m is vewy sconce.
Less then five items from (ddis (Qhefa with Ethiopian and Tadian fuanfing ave seponied.



. MAIL FORWARDED BY BRITISH ROUTE
Cover from Harrar forwarded by Consular Post via British route to England

Mail entrusted to the British Consulate of Harrar was forwarded by Consular Post to Zeila where it was
franked with East India stamps and canceled by the barred circular "B".

Fawan to Seuthsea
(England ) 72-3-1903
India stamp added at Zeilo
! QGuea (Imperiat wate)
canceled with the clumb
pastmark “B” in a civcle of
8 bans.

23.3.1903

Transit (den 28-3-1903

Impexial vate was applied on mait te England and otfiex countries of the British Empire.
Fandumitten at the top: "By Consular Past from Havwax te Zeila™

Postcard forwarded from Addis Abeba by British route
In 1st June 1903 Berbera became the Main Post Office of the British Somaliland and Zeila a sub-post office. They were

supplied with Indian stamps overprinted “BRITISH SOMALILAND”. Mail originated in Ethiopia, addressed to Europe
was transported from Zaila to Berbera, to Aden by "Binger”, a local ship, and to Europe by British mail-boats.

= | dddis (Beba to Bexlin 19-11-04
( handuwitien in the text)

1 g. Melehit posteand not fovwevuded
| thuough Ethispian Posts.

Buitish Semaliland franking at | On-
| | na canceled with the dumb “B" in a
| cinele of bavs stamp. (Zaila) 5-12-04

Fransit Berbera 8-12-04

| Cusing to the length of this vogage (35
days ) this way was afandened. Fhis
it is the fatest counsier wecordecl wia
Zaifa Besheva (den.




MAIL FORWARDED BY CONSULAR SERVICE

Cover carried to Djibouti by the Russian Consular Service

(ddis Abeba to St. Petensbourng
Russia  ?2-2-1900

Samali Coast franking: 50 cents
Canceled 17-2-1900

T.P.O. “Modane & Paxis™
2-3-1900

@wiival: St Petersbaung
22-2-1900 ( Jubian cafendar)

@ MJMNM@W&MWFMMSM,MW,MMM&JM--
Wapmmmmmammmwuw@mmmm
MM#MMMMMWhMWM,megmME
dates according te the Gregavian cafendas.



' THE FRENCH POST AND THE ETHIOPIAN POST
ETHIOPIA IN THE 20TH CENTURY Period January 1901-September 1904

The projects that Menelik had entrusted to Alfred lig and Leon Chefneux in 1883, at the beginning of the new
century were far to be completed:

The Ethiopian Posts had made an important step with the creation of a domestic autonomous postal
service, but the true Menelik's objective was the admission of Ethiopia into U.P.U., result that was far to be
obtained.

The railway line had to link Djibouti to Harrar and Addis Abeba, but at the beginning of 1901 it had on-
ly reached Adelé (km.132).

The telegraph line between Harrar and Addis Abeba reached Baltchi at the end of October 1899, when,
owing to the insufficiency of material construction, works could not be completed. In the 1900 the situation did
not change: no delivery of wire reached Ethiopia. So, waiting for the completion of the line , telegrams were
transmitted from Addis Abeba to Harrar by telephone.

The last months of validity of the stamps of 1894 issue

During the Universal Exposition of 1900 in Paris the set of 7 stamps of 1894 issue, valid for franking Ethiopi-
an mail,was sold to promote Ethiopian philately, at Fr. 1,50 while the face value of stamps was Fr. 4,50.

In April 1901 the quotation of Maury's catalogue for the whole set was Fr. 2, less then half of the official val-
ue. It was easy for some foreigners to gain money importing into Ethiopia stamps sold in Europe. The result
was that, even if mail forwarded from Ethiopia was increasing, the sale of stamps diminished.

A new postmark for the Addis Abeba Post Office

e BT

ADIS ABEBA type

B LA TS THT I A B T T

(ddis Abefic to Budapest 11-2-01
112 g posteard uprated lfﬂp.
Stamp (1g. pestal nate fox pest-|

L T

card to abvoad).
Pre-canceled 25-1-1901 “ADIS | !
ABEBA” Gype 1 (Payne AA1) |

IR T O iy T S SRR P L T

Txansit Ef. Feowmar 0. 20.2-1

Semati Coast fuanfling at 10 .|
(ﬁtﬁﬂuaﬂumtpmh!mﬂefmpmt-g _
mmdua&m;ijmaddutm,p: ==
Bouti 26.2-01

e e s w e e e T T ST P A ST M

Awvical 1-3-01 fmtcmd pu;-cm:ccfed 25-1-01 one a,f ﬂie m&mt datee ﬁrwwn a{ ﬂ’mt -:arwefm that
wplaced the "ENTOTTO” type 2 B pestmark, uhose use is nat nepexted aftex the year
1900.



The last months of validity of the stamps of 1894 issue

Henry Muhle, the “Chief of Service of Ethiopian Posts”, had to paralyze the results of the importation
of Ethiopian stamps bought in Europe under the face value.

He decided to invalidate the stamps of 1894 issue with an overprint to be changed at least once a
year to avoid the creation of fake stamps.

B A e T L L o o L P T T T o e s . o e R e Sy S ———————

Al

e 4 e I e e s S N S

I TR e O e B i T e I T LA T B e e

Uddis (beba te Basle

Cthiapian franking at 4 g.

fox double weight units postal vate
cancefed 11-6-1901

Hawear & PO, 21-6-1901

Semali Coaot franfing:
50 cents on the Backside
S i s (postal vate 25 c. « 2 weight units )
e e CatC6bed DijiBoutt 2-7-1901
Katest xaponiod covs raned with clomps of <1 A MnTEE gt B Mo & Ml 271900
15894 issue Befove the “Ethiapic” issue.
Cover fonsanded b 3. Muchle. Wovival Baste 16-7-1901.




.= THE FRENCH POST AND THE ETHIOPIAN POST
ETHIOPIA IN THE 20TH CENTURY Period January 1901-September 1904

Control overprint: Elhlﬂpiﬂ Validity period: 18-7-1901 to 31-3-1902

No mail from the Harrar Post Office showing the “Ethmple ﬂverprmt is knu“rn
Ragusterad pustcard to ahraad womateas

== e - P T I AT P R P S P

; T / (e - i 1

...... iy I (on B e A2 % ' : Addis (e to Belgium 24-8-19¢1
' il | Registexed posteard at 1 g. avenp winte
| “Ethiopie” postal vate te abroad.
| nansit Havan 3-9-01
|| Semati €oast franking at 35 ¢ car
| ceted at Djibouti 10-9-01
| $/S YANGTSE lineV La Reursian
| Manseitte 13-9.01

@wival 25-9-1901

Letter to abroad

 bmmense: i

ddis me H 9.01

Cthiopian Franking at 2 g. (demestic
pestal vate fon letten to abroad) can-
cefled 25-1-19C7 “ADIS ABEBA” Type |

S i e i L B ke e

Fuansit "HARAR® type 2 21.9.01.

Semali Ceast [ranking 25c.
(intexnational postal wate for lettex ta .
abnead) canceled at Dijibouti 1-10-01. |
Sea Pastmaxk S|S OXSUS line U £z |
Reunion & Manseible 3-10-01
Uxxival 15-10-01




Letter franco-colonial rate to France

P DT S e o=

I A T T TR,

R L IR AT T e 1

Uddis (lbefia to Limoges

25-12-1901

Ethiopian franking 2x Tg
- F'E'*Ed “EH‘I!HI'E” can

celed “Uddis (Thebia” type 1

FHanar type 2 blue 3-1-02,

French franking 15c. Cbiaci

(1894 Wasniass )(15c

celed 15-1-02.

Qwivat 2-2-02

(ddis (QBeba to Bewne 7-2-02

! g. pesteard ovexprinted “Ethiopic”
canceled “ADIS ABEBA” type |
Trvansit Harnax type 2 in 8lue dated
14-2-02.

Samaki Coast franking 2 « 10 c. Bi-
sected cancefed 18-2-02.

(Iwvival £-3-(12

Posteard sent By T Michel ax-
vived te Ethiopia in Cctefex 190]. HHe
wosked foap months af the (lddis
(beba Post Cffice and, in March
1902, was sent to Fowear as Poot-

Postcard to abroad

R i i L W R L RIS T i

maosiex of that Peot Office.

e e o T T e



¥ Sale of stamps for philatelic use

On 18th of July, when H. Muhle issued the “Ethiopie” set, he also sent a “Memorandum” fo all users of the
Posts in Addis Abeba to give the dispositions how to have overprinted or changed against overprinted stamps
the ones invalidated whose origin could be demonstrated. In that document all names of Posts’ users were cit-
ed: 41 persons! As at Harrar the numbers of users were even smaller and likely most of them used to go to
the French post office or send mail by British means, Ethiopian Postal Service was obliged to get money by the
sale of stamps for philatelic use. So in the offices they were selling strips of paper with the whole set of stamps
attached, mint or canceled to order, ready to be sold, the so called “collections”. We also find trace of the phila-
telic use of stamps by the surviving philatelic covers and the ones addressed to well known philatelic houses.
COLLECTION

= T A Tk i

Collection of the whole “Ethiopic” set ovexprinted in blue ink. The stamps in blue inf weve avevpuinted later the enes in violet
colox, with the aviginal “Ethiopie” deterienated handstamp, for philatelic use. The vemaindexs of that stamps witl be used in
1908 when all old stamps were vevalidated fox franking mail. Jt was canceled with “ADDIS ABEBA” Fipe 1 pootmank
dated 511902

Registered cover with the whole “Ethiopie” set in violet ink

| owenpuinted “Ethiopie” can-
- celed “ADIS ABEBA ” iype 1

| Guansit “HARAR" type 2 in

Cover with the whale set of

“Lthiopie” stamps fouvarded

by a mexchant in (ddis (Lfefa
.:? te a Gexman deafex.

T e P T e A



-* THE FRENCH POST AND THE ETHIOPIAN POST
ETHIOPIA IN THE 20TH CENTURY Period January 1901-September 1904

Control overprint: nha .. Validity period: 1-4-1902 to 14-4-1903

The translation from Amharic is “BOSTA” for “POSTA”

While the Addis Abeba Post Office, thanks fo the overprinting of stamps and postcards with the “Ethiopie”
handstamp, had improved its sales, at Harrar the Ethiopian Post Office had fallen in a deep crisis: Wiill-
schleger, the postmaster, had committed suicide and had to be substituted. The French Post Office distribut-
ed mail received from Djibouti to Harrar's inhabitants and collected mail to be forwarded to Djibouti: people
found that way more convenient as saved money (no Ethiopian stamps on mail) and time (3/4 days of stay of
mail in the two post offices). Besides the British Legation collected most of mail to be forwarded via Zeila as
people was not satisfied of the French service, too slow as it was not yet used the railway line, that was aid-
vancing towards Dirré Daoua, for transporting mail. J.A. Michel, a young clerk coming from Switzerland who
had passed some months at the Addis Abeba Post Office, was entrusted to the management of the Harrar
Post Office as Postmaster. He arrived at Harrar at the beginning of April 1902, just when the new “BOSTA”
set was issued by H. Mule at Addis Abeba.

J.A Michel worked in some directions to give a better service and to improve sale of stamps:

He made an agreement with “Compagnie Imperial des Chemin de Fer Ethiopiens” to forward mail directly to
the Djibouti Post Office in sealed bags to let Ethiopian service more fast .

He established lower postal rates for mail to abroad to let Ethiopian Harrar Post Office more competitive.

He improved the sale of stamps to European philatelic houses .

Registered postcard to abroad from Addis Abeba

I I T A AT T A i . S AL v

|
R

Addis (beba to Bewne 16-4-1902 |

Registeved pestcard at 1 g. oven- |
puinted “Boota”, pestal wate ta |

Teansit Eth. Hamar 7.0. 2742
Fuansit Fu. Hoan $.0.284-2 |
Semali Coast franking at 35 c. |
canceled at Djifouti 2-5-02
@wival 15-5-1902

K
et et 12 it e ettt e B R

Eardy use of a posteand ovenprinted with “Basta” Randstamp.



.ETHIOPIAN POSTAL RATES

When in the 1899 A.llg announced to Chefneux the new service about the taxes did not wrote anythiny
about the taxes for letters from Harrar to Djibouti nor about postcards and ,of course about picture post

cards that had not yet been introduced into Ethiopia: so it was necessary to study survived mail to have :
complete list of postal rates of that period.

Letter by 15gr Postcard Pict. Postcard Registration

Addis Abeba to Harrar and vice versa 1g. 1/2g 112g. —_
Addis Abeba to Djibouti 2g. 1g. 1g. —
Harrar to Djibouti into 12/02 1g. 1g. 1/2g. —
Harrar to Djibouti after 12/02 1/2g. 1g./1/4q. 1/4g. —

Postcard to abroad from Addis Abeba
 Oddis (lBefia to St Gallen
| (Switzerband ) 26-4-1902.

| Pooteand at 1 g. auevprinted

| “Basta”, peotal rate to abroad.

| Gvansit Havar Eh. 9.0.7-5-02

| Somali Coast franfing at 15 ¢

| (5. Ovesfranking) cancefed. at

| Djibiouti 12-5-02

| Sea postmank S|S DJEMNAH

| tine VLo Reunian & Mascille

| 14502

| Qunival 26-5-1902

i | | 15 woed instead of 10 cents as

: = e = | lew values wene Eaching at the
Postcard to abroad from Harrar

Feavvar te Bewne 10-9-1902 St e ————

Postecard at 1 g ouerpyinted |
“Bosta” pestal vate ta abread. !

Tuansit Eth. P.0. Hawar 3-9-02

Semati Coast franking at 10 c can- ;
celed at Djibouti 13-9-02

Sea postmaxk S|S IRAOUADDY |  Hi
tineV Lo Reunion & Manseitte 13- = B &5
9.02 .

Awivat 26-9-1902

Early vegistered use in Ethinpia of : '_ 5,
1902 Semali Coast atampa. |




" ETHIOPIAN POSTAL RATES

Letter by 15 gr = Postcard  Pict. Postcard registration
Addis Abeba to Djibouti 2g. 1g. 1g. -
Harrar to Djibouti until 07/02 19. 1g. 1/2g. —

Letter to abroad from Addis Abeba

Qddis (e to Grosseto (Jtaky)
24.8.1902.

Fuanfilng at 2 g. oevexpuinted
“Bosta”, pestal rate frem (Lddlis
(febo to abvead.

Somali Coast franfling at 25 ¢.
(Chack 15894 stamp en the back)
cancefed at Dijiouti 13-9-02

Sea postmaxk S[S IRAOUADDY
line V La Reunion & Maxseiffe
13-9-02

(urival 25.9-1902

Letter to abroad from Harrar

Havwax te Bewne 15-5-1902
Cthiopian franfling at 1 g.
apevprinted “Bosta” pastal
vate fox bettex to Djilouti.
Semali Coast franking at 25 c
canceled at Djibouti 21-5.02
Sea pestmark 5|5 INDUS fine
N “Yohefiama & Maxseille”
23-5-02

(univat 2-6-1902




. n ETHIOPIAN POSTAL RATES
Letterby 15 gr Postcard

Addis Abeba to Djibouti
Harrar to Djibouti after 10/02

e A TR W T TR T R AT R ST W LT LS ST TR, T AT e e

Registered letter to
abroad from Harrar

Havway to Bene
12-4-1903

(wvivat 29-4-1903

Last separted use of
stampo  cuvevprinted
“Besta” in the peviod of
validity that ended an 14th
Tpil 1903,

29.
1/2g.

1g.
1g./1/4q.

LR T g 1

Pict. Postcard  registration
1g. -
1/4g. -
Registered letter to
abroad from Addis Abeba
Uddis (feha to Paxis
14-6-1902.

| Fuanking at 2 g. evevpinted

“Bosta”, pestal vate from (d-
dis (Beba te Djibouti.

Tuansit Eth. F.0. Hawvar 26-6-
02

Semali Coast franking at 40 .
(Cbock 1894 otamp), 15 c
Franca-colenial vate, 25 c. fox
vegisbation, canceled at Diji-
Bouti 8-7-02

Sea postmank S|S YANGTSE
line V La Reunion & Manseillle
15-7-02

Awvival 28-7-1902




. ETHIOPIAN POSTAL RATES

Letter by 15gr Postcard  Pict. Postcard Registration
Addis Abeba to Djibouti 2g. 1g. 1g. —
Harrar to Djibouti until 7/02 1g. 19. 1/2g. —

Picture postcard to abroad from Addis Abeba

e s e e Tt o ST  S

T lQddis  (BeBa ta  Baste
. = (Switzexand ) 27-10-1902.

franking at 1 g. (15894 iseuc)
| | postal rate for pictuxe post-
| cond te Djibouti from (ddis
Ubebia,

Somali Coast franfing at 10 ¢
canceled at Djibouti 14-11-02

Uneival 29-11-1902

Fhe oender, F. Muble Directox
of i e, e
i | profiem, of counse, to use a not

B [oeoyplicied.stumip. fn Punaliing.
e that posteand.

Picture postcard to abroad from Harrar

R ——

Harvar te Bexne |
(Switzeddand )
12-7-1902

Franking at 12 g, | |
(everprinted “Bosta”) postal |
vate fox picture posteard from :
Feavar to Diifouti. '
Semali Coast franking at 10 ¢ |
canceled at Djibouti 18-7-02

(wival 30-7-1902




3 ETHIOPIAN POSTAL RATES

Letterby 15gr Postcard Pict. Postcard Registration
Harrar to Djibouti after 10/02 1/2g. 1g./1/4g. 1/4g —
Addis Abeba to Djibouti 2g. 19. 1g. -—

Picture postcard to abroad from Harrar

g T i L e T TR e e SN T B S T LIS M

ii.ﬂammat te GQeneva
| (Switzertand ) 9-12-1902.

cité est ewclisivement wéservé d I’n-{rr-s.q';“ S : EMM 14 g. (Cuvexprintecl

e 2= o | Besta) pestal vate fox pictuxc

=/ 2 A /J / FMW&WME&&
/' {?/,’/f{? ) dled %é/ fy fres £ “wan aftex Octaliex 1902.

e / ; %Sumab Ceast franfing at 10c.

%mnded at Diibouti 15-12-02

%Saa pestmaxk of S[&
“YANGTSE” Line “V” fu
| Rewenion & Manscittes 15-12-02.

B

ettt o g U e e B8 T e Tt e e S

| | ]
| 1
.= < s |
& = e T e —— - . - e e
Registered letter 3 weight units to abroad from Addis Abeba

/2359

(ddis (el te Tpswich
(England) 7-9-1902
Fvanking at 6 g. |
(cuerprinted “Bosta™) |
pootal wate fon letter 3
welght units fuom Clddis
@beba to Diibouti.
Somati Coast Pranking at
100 c. on the Back side (75 | |
c. for 3 weight units, 25 ¢. | |
at Djibouti 26-9-1902.

Quisal 13101902 (on | |
the back side).

r
{
:
|
i
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|
|
i

3
i
|
|
E
|
1
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. ETHIOPIAN POSTAL RATES
Letter by 15 gr Postcard  Pict. Postcard Registration
Addis Abeba to Dijibouti 2g. 1g. 1g. e

Registered 2 weight units letter to abroad from Addis Abeba

(ddis (b to Geneva (Switzentand)
6-11-1902.

Fuanking at 4 g. (cvenprinted “Besta” in
Bue inf) postal sate fox letter 2 useight
units from (Addis ((Befa te Dijifiouti.
Transit Hawar 16-11-1902

Somali Coast franking at 75 c. (50 c. fox
2 weight units, 25 c. fox xegistration ) can-
celed at Djibeuti 23-11-1902.

Awival 6-12-1902 .

COnly twe covers franfed with stamps
avexpuinted “Besta” in 6lue ink ave re-
Reduced 707, poxted.




-+ 'THE FRENCH POST AND THE ETHIOPIAN POST
ETHIOPIA IN THE 20TH CENTURY Period January 1901-September 1904

Control overprint: mAhl= Validity period: 15-4-1908 to $1-12-1904

Third and last set overprinted by Henry Muhle who died in the first days of July 1903. A. lig had the problem
of his replacing: neither J.A. Michel, the Harrar postmaster, nor the Greek A. Voultzos who managed the Ad-
dis Abeba Post Office convinced him, so he did not appoint the new Director of Posts for more then one year.

Letter from Addis Abeba to Constantinople

(ddis Qbeha to Constantinople 5-6-1904

Lettor  franked at 2 g avexprinted
“Melekit”, Ethiopian pestal rate te Diifouti
from Qddis (eba.

Fransit Eth. Hawan P.0. 28-6-4

Semali Coast franking at 35 c. canceled at
Djifiouti 30-6-04

Transit Post Said §-7-04

(xxival 18-7-1904

Censtantinople ( Tunbey ) scance destination




ETHIOPIAN POSTAL RATES

During the pe'riod of validity of "Melekt” overprint Ethiopian postal rates were the same as during the period
of validity of “Bosta” overprint, with only a difference: at Harrar also the 1/4 g. postcard, even if not uprated,
was valid for franking to Djibouti.

Letterby 15gr Postcard  Pict. Postcard Registration

Addis Abeba to Harrar and vice versa 1g. 1129 112g. -—
Addis Abeba to Djibouti 2g. 1g. 1g. —
Harrar to Djibouti 1/2g. 1g./1/4qg. 1/4g. —_

Postcard to abroad from Addis Abeba

; ' = | | (Gevmany ) 6-6-1903.
neg: ragac 0 & Gl | | Tosteand at 1 ¢. not cuerprinted ,

Viediais - | postal rate to Dijifouti.
3 i |
FAVir L2 &7 1 RRE: | | Fransit Havan Eth. 3.6.17-6-03
 Somali Coast franking at 20 c
| (40c. Bisected ) canceted at Diibouti
- 29-6.03.
| @il 20-6-1903.

Rmmﬁ cutfiovities nevey outhorized

ek 4 Tlmagac] Sl | | the 40 c. bisected, 5o that pesteard
| mark T ina tuiangle.

Havwax to Bewne 6-12-1903

Posteard at 114 g. ovexprinted | ||
“Melelit” pastal vate to Dijifouti., |
Depasture pestmank 10-12-03. e : AF 1 PRE
Samati Coast franking at 10 c. | [ & NSV
(1902 issue) canceled at Djibouti | s
12-12-03 with the cvouwsed civcular |
postmank.

Sea postmaxk S|§ OXUS fine V |
La Reunion & Manseible 12-12-03

(wvival 26-12-1903

Unigue wepovted Ethiopian item
shawing the cvewned cinculax Diji- |
fouti pestmank.




ETHIOPIAN POSTAL RATES

Letterby 15 gr Postcard  Pict. Postcard Registration

Addis Abeba to Harrar and vice versa 1q. 1/2g 12g. —
Addis Abeba to Djibouti 2g. 1g. 1g. e
Harrar to Djibouti 1/2g. 1g./1/4q. 1/4g. —

Registered picture postcard to abroad from Addis Abeba

| Qddis (Beba te Mitane (Italy,)
20-1-1904.

Ethiopian franking at 1 g.
(evespyinted “Meleht”), postal
xate to Diibouti.

Transit Hawax Eth. P.0. 27-1-04

Semati Coast franbing at 35 ¢
(1902 isoue ) canceled at Diibouti
1-2.04.

Tuansit Messina 14-2-1904.

The pink wegisication label, wsed
for a oshodt time in Dijifouti, is
| scance an mail fram Cthispia.

r-

Faveax to Bewne 30-8-1903

Festeard at T[4 g. overpuinted
“Meleht” upnated with a 1]2 g.
stamp ovexpyinted * Melefit”

Samali Coast franking at 35 c.
(10 c. intexnational sate fox Pict. |
Pesteard and 25 cents for vegistra- =
tion ), canceled at Diibouti 1-9-03.
Faint sea pastmark, ||

]

@wiivat 14-9-1903 | 8
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[




THE FRENCH POST AND THE ETHIOPIAN POST
ETHIOPIA IN THE 20TH CENTURY Period January 1901-September 1904
The French Harrar Post Office, the incoming mail, the telegraph lines, the railway line.

THE FRENCH HARRAR POST OFFICE:
postal rates and use of the “HARAR POSTES FRANGAISES” postmark.

FRENCH POSTAL RATES
Letter by 15 grams Picture postcard Printed matter Registration
25¢. 10¢c. 5c. 25¢.

Two weight units letter to Hungary

o

O

(it the depastune the “ HARAR
POSTES FRANCAISES" past-
mak was sburch on the fuont
side and the stamps wexe can-
celed in transit at Djibouti.

FHavan to Budapest 28-2-1901
HR4 sturck on the front side

Fuanking at 50 c. (2 « 10 c. + 30 c. Djthouti
1894 issue ) canceled Djibouti 9-3-01

Sea pastmark S|S NATAL Line V Lo Reu-
nion & Manseifles 16-3-01

Qunival 28-3-1901

B e M—



. "~ ETHIOPIAN POSTAL RATES

Letter by 15gr Postcard  Pict. Postcard Registration
Addis Abeba to Djibouti 2g. 1g. 1g. —

Letter to abroad from Addis Abeba

Addis Aheba te Tuvich
25-9-1903.

Ethispian franbing at 2 g.
(ouvexpuinted “Melehit), postat
vate fxom (ddis (beba te Dji-
Bouti.

Tnansit Hawax Eth. PO
10-10-03 (on the Back side)

Semali Ceast intexnational

franking at 25 ¢ (1902 issue)
cancefed at Dijiiasti 13-10-03,

Sea pastmark 5[5 IRAOUADDI
Line V La Reunion & Marseibles
15-10-03 '

{endval 27-10-03.

(ddis (lfeba to Guassete
( Ttaly ) 29-8-1903
Cthiopian [ranking 4 g.
((euevpuinted “ Melebt” ), postal
vate to Diifiouti for twe weight
cuaits Lettex,

Somati Coast franking at 50 c.
(10c. Djiiouti 1589 issue and
Clack 40 ¢, Wanions 1894 is-
sue ) canceled at Djifiouti
22.9-03.
Tnansit (den 72-9-03

Wwvical 5-10-1903 (en the back
side)




. THE FRENCH HARRAR POST OFFICE:
postal rates and use of the “"HARAR POSTES FRANCAISES” postmark.

FRENCH POSTAL RATES
Letter by 15 grams Postcard Printed matter Registration
25c. 10c. Sc. 25¢.

Mail to Djibouti from the Ethiopian Post Offices needed no French franking owing to an agreement be-
tween Ethiopian and French authorities, mail forwarded from the French Harrar Post Office needed
French postage only, according to the postal rates to abroad.

Letter to Djibouti

@t the depastune the * HARAR
POSTES FRANCAISES” pastmank
was ostwick an the front side and
used ta cancel the stamps on the
Back side.

Havwan to Djibouti 29-6-1902
HR4 stuch on the frant side "

Fuanking at 25 c. (5 « 5 centimes on
$lc. Djibouti 1894 issue ) cancefed HR4
29.06-1902

Awival 1-7-1902




-
L]

Fbaswax te Mitane
6-10-1903

Guanking at 25 c. (pestat
xale ‘fu e M}
bouti 9-10-03

Sea pestmank S|S TON-

KIN Line N Yehohama &
Maxseibles 11-10-03

Qwival 21-10-03

(it the departure the
“« HARAR
POSTES FRANCAISES”
pestmark was stuech
afongside and not used
ta cancel the stamp.

THE FRENCH HARRAR POST OFFICE:
postal rates and use of the “HARAR POSTES FRANGAISES” postmark.

FRENCH POSTAL RATES
Postcard Printed matter i,
10c. 5 o
Letter to abroad

17-10-1903 hand, o -
HR4 missed.

'Iﬁﬂfy,wpma . ik
card was used as a nevmal post-
card.

Moxe pastoands repented, for-
wasded from Havvax in the same
PR T S
mﬂyhm

B

" ]

FOALC 021 14T 2




THE INCOMING MAIL

Eleven weight units cover from Dijibouti Postal stationery at 1 Piastre from Egypt to Addis Abeba
Diibouti to Havan. 14-3-1901 — ' S——

Postage 2 Fu. 75¢. (11 & 25 cents, postal vate for |
11 weight units Lettex to afvoad from Djibouti).

an Railway Company to be fovsavded te M

Fugues Le Rowx.

My Guigneny umate : “Received on 19th Manch

1901 and defivesed on the same day to the Ethiopi-

an past. Best weshes Guignony” and changed the

addressee; “ M. Hugues Lo Roux (diss (Aheba.

Cn the Back side tvansit HARAR postmark of

type 2 19-3-01. Quiival at Addis Abeba 5-4-1901,




THE TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE LINES

The telegraph line between Harrar and Addis Abeba reached Baltchi at the end of October 1899, when, ow-
ing to the insufficiency of material construction works could not be completed. In the 1900 the situation did
not change: no delivery of wire reached Ethiopia.

So, waiting the line to be Telegraph envelope sent by chheltollg to Djtboutl rad.rectedmZunch

completed, telegrams re-

mained transmitted by tele- | & =

phone from Addis Abeba to | =

Harrar..

In 1903 that situation had |

not yet been solved: one
line was functioning at irreg-

ular intervals only, because |

it was constantly interrupt-

ed, and it will have to be re- |

made almost entirely.

1902 Registered Telegram en- |

velope

Fanan type 2 blue dated 4-12-
02.

fﬂémﬁ ate j?fe"i'“tﬂ?ﬂ* Mm@mmmmmg o '

Fomt kn Ehs =

1In the meanwhile Iltalians built

" |a telegraph line linking Asmara
~1 | and Addis Abeba opened on
il 21st April 1804 to the interna-
\tional service deserving Abys-
'-smlan statons of Adua,
Mac:alle Uofla, Marto Burrume-
=.ta Uorro, Ailu, Ankober and Ad-
 dis Abeba.

| Bumi (Scioa) ta Pasia (Jtaly)

e o I.? | h 20.11-03 {ﬁm‘ldmcﬁeu)

"""" | Fouvanded via Asmara-(den
.'?Mtag.e 1 Anna cancetled Uden
20-12-03.

i ";.*,'Em:xuaddmm ot on e Back side:
f__:;-___ el s signed to. works instatlation te-



THE RAILWAY LINE AND THE NEW TOWN DIRRE’ DAOUA

With the progress of the railway line part of the mail's travel, previously camel-back, was entrusted to the Rail-
way Company, greatly shortening the delivering time. Adis Harrar (then named Dirré Daoua) was established
as a supply depot and shop to support the railway line construction. At the end of 1902 the railway line

reached the terminus of Dirré Daoua.

(handuwitten in the letter), country in |

the neighbourfivod of Divwé Daoua. The | jfg

inauguval voyage of the txain, from

Dijifouti ta Divié Dacua took place on |

24th December 1902. This letter can
celled at Djifouti on 27th Decembex
1902 tifiely tvavelled by the fivst vetuxn
vayage Divwé Dacua-Diibeuti,

Laga Hawe to Pistoia (Italy)
16-12-1902 handusitten in the text.

Ne Ethiepian franking

=~ K

Letter from Laga Harre, provisional terminus of the railway line.

i Wikl i Mt i i

3

1
i T

=)
MMESGM}'W?E&M:I \y : j
i L o ‘MMWE
(postal wate fox letter to abroad) can- L L LAsbovAR s okl
cefed in transit at Djibouti 27-12-02 2 S JEPE A - o B A |
Sea pestmarh S[S INDUS Line N Yoo | J %,,?h&- S wm ::::a ff-fum ol n /e {
fama & Maxseilles 2.1-03 | O f,ﬂ:ﬁ?
Qwivat 13-1-03 1 1_ o A e ”/ ﬁ’f 4
| S —— P i T Rk s e, g I
Picture postcard from Dire-Daoua (km. 310 far from Djibouti)
;,_= - — & ’E'4Ac-f'ﬁrm£'l.’,5{-- H_,'éﬁ@fﬁf_ﬂ N i
. /
» |
|, |
{51 !
| SR i
¥ |
Diné Dacua to Pistoia (Jtaly) '
18-3-1903 handuiten in the tezt. | £ 1
v‘ EE!. fcar F E- f ADI:I'&T-L“ an brain dens les Plaines 4"Abyaainie E
: e G- TSRy E
franfing at 10 c. 1902 isoue) can- f aat o RV I ??jfyfm =i zﬂ‘f ks !
cefed Dy 22-3-1903 { e, i
Djibouti _. ?{,,{_/&j! pon o S & ,»_f}is,«fﬁ}@fr : i



THE POSTAL SERVICE AT DIRRE’ DﬁOUA BEFORE THE OPENING OF THE FRENCH POST OFFICE

Soon Dirré Daoua became an important trade canter lacking the Post Office until 1st November 1906.
Therefore during about four years mail addressed to inhabitants of Dirré Daoua arriving by train from Djibouti
was distributed by good care of the Chief of Station, and mail collected at Dirré Daoua addressed to abroad,
with French franking alone, was put into bags addressed to the Djibouti Post Office and transported by tfrain
together with the correspondences coming from Harrar and Addis Abeba. Mail from Dimé Daoua can be re:cog-
nized from that forwarded from Djibouti only from the text.

e ]

x ——_—
TR S e
e e e M - 5-—_

Diveé Dacua te Pistoia (Ttaly )
9-7-1903 handunitten in the text.

Ne Ethicpian franking

Fuanking at 25 c. Oback 1894 isoue

(pestal vate fax Letter to abroad ) can-
cefed in tuansit at Djifouti 11-7-03.

Sea pastmarh $[S OXUS Line V La
Reunion i Maxoeilles 14-7-03.

Tn the Back side




*" THE FRENCH POST AND THE ETHIOPIAN POST
J.A. Michel Director of Ethiopian Posts - Period October 1904-October 1906

Alfred lig did not find a convincing solution to the problem of the substitution of Henry Muhle, so after more
then one year since his death, having to chose between the Greek A. Voultzos, clerk at Addis Abeba and
J.A. Michel, he appointed the Harar's postmaster Director of Ethiopian Posts since 1st October 1904.

Michel decided to remain at Harrar whose Post Office became the Main Ethiopian Post Office, where deci-
sions were taken and new sets of stamps were issued.

Michel's management was very unfair: he issued a lot of overprinted stamps and postage dues, and even
A. lig prohibited him to sell or use some set of stamps he had produced, he did not follow lig's orders.

That attitude led to the end of the of the private Ethiopian Posts and in late 1908 Michel was called by Mene-
lik to take service in Addis Abeba in order to prepare the birth of the Ethiopian Imperial Posts with the man-
agement of a French staff.

J.A. MICHEL BEGINS HIS MANAGEMENT OF THE ETHIOPIAN POSTS

Appointed Director of Ethiopian Posts, Telegraph and Telephone since 1st October 1904, Michel immediate-
ly decided some measures that can be verified in the survived mail.

The old agreement with the Somali Coast authorities to consider the Ethiopian domestic postage at 2 g. valid
for mail to Djibouti was not more respected by the Djibouti Post Office that taxed mail from Ethiopia not
franked with the stamps of that colony.

Since October 1904 letters to Dijibouti (and to abroad) had to be franked with 1 g. per 15 gr. for domestic
postage from Addis Abeba to Harrar and with 25 cents per 15 gr. of French colony stamps from Harrar to Dji-
bouti (and to abroad) . Of course incoming mail from Dijibouti was taxed at Harrar at 1 g. per 15 gr. for the
internal service.

P hhai= New postal rate for letter to Djibouti from Addis Abeba

(hmy

Fhe | g. stamp is evex-
puinted foth with the Bes-
ta Cosay and with the
Meleht handstamp.

—rmprm—y

Addis (lhebar to Diibiouti
26-10-04

lg. otamp with double :
sverpuint (1g. postal xate
fox pestcard to abread) |
canceled “ADIS ABEBA” | |
Type 1 (Payne AA1) =
Semali Coast franbing at = |
25 c. (new postal vate fon |
lettex to Djifouti) canceled |
2t the awival 7-11-04

B T

g

ot s PR G e 1
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- THE FRANCH POST AND THE ETHIOPIAN POST
J.A. Michel Director of Ethiopian Posts - Period October 1904-October 1906

J.A. Michel, Director of Ethiopian Posts and Telegraphs, during 1905 introduced several changes that had an
impact into the Ethiopian postal history: on 1st of January, with the agreement of A. llg, he issued a new set
overprinting the 1894 set with centimes and Francs values with figures of European numbers:

O50on1/4g.,100n1/2g.,200n1g.,400n2g.,800on4dg.,1,600n8g.,3,200n16g.

In March 1805 he declared a shortness of low values, asked A. Voultsos a supply of remainders of previous
overprinted stamps and created the so called “Harrar provisionals” adding the value in centimes of Francs.

In April 1905 he created the first postage due set overprinting the 1894 witha T and few months later with
the handstamp Taxe a Percevoir T

Besides he introduced the payment of a fee for the Registration of mail for the domestic service between Ad-
dis Abeba and Harrar.

In January 1906 he issued two sets overprinting the Numeral set with the Amharic handstamp Fiﬂh
and a tween handstamp made with smaller Amharic characters *%Z AN whose meaning is Menelik .
In September 1906 he issued a new set overprinting the 1894 set with the handstamp 7 £ %1%

05

THE ETHIOPIAN HARRAR POST OFFICE

In that period the French colony franking was mandatory for mail to Djibouti, but this postcard, as corre-
spondence between two Directors of posts, was free of postage.

Havvax to Djiiouti
2-11-0¢4

i
I

Posteard at 1 g. overpvinted |
Melefit cancefed “HARAR”
Jype 2




. The Ethiopian Harrar Post Office - The “Numeral” issue

Since early in January we find mail originated in that Post Office franked with the new “Numerals”
stamps as that set was issued there. Postal rates for mail from Harrar did not change.

Picture postcard to Zanzibar, very scarce destination, franked with Numeral “05” on 1/4 g.

e B LR T

—_ m— YA Tz

Harvar te Zanziay
22.1-05

FPosteard at 05 c. en 1[4 g. can
celed "HARAR” Jype 2

Semali Coast franking at 107 cent
(1902 issue ) canceled Djibouti
25-1-05

Transit Uden 6-2-05
(wvival 14-2.05

Letter to Marseilles franked with Numeral “10” on 1/4 g. taxed as lacking French colony postage.

Cuing to shoness of Blue ink
in same pevieds of 1905 Bleck
inft was used at the Ethiopian
Fanvan pest Office: se we find
maif cancefed with 6flack ox
Bfue-Black ink,

T te Maxseilles
17-8-05

Lettex franfied at 10 cents on
12 g. cancefed “HARAR”
Type 2 in black ink.

Ne French colony franking
Taxed at Djifiouti with T in a
triangle.

Pootage due at 50 cents (25
cents postal vate « 2) apptied
at the avival at Marseifles.
3-9-05




-The Ethiopian Harrar Post Office - The “Provisionals of Harrar” issue

Michel created the “Provisionals of Harrar® to solve the problem of lacking low values (mainly 1/4 g. or
2 cents). Many students of Ethiopian Postal History think it was only a way to create new stamps.

Raglstnrad picture poainard to Switzerland franked with “Provisional” 5c/m on 1/2 g. bisected

== | 5%
| |
; ; 23 on 1/2 g bisected

f,'_ARTF Fosm: ,az

—:h“

Farvnan ta Bewne

| 19-3-05
Fosteand at 5 cfm. on 1]2 g.
“HARAR” Jgpe 2

Semali Coast franfing al 35
cents (10 ¢. postal wate fo
abuead , 25 c. fox vegistration )
canceled Djibouti 23-3-05

Axwival 5-4-05

a1 T i

e ————

’ﬁmmma&umm.ﬂcgumﬁmfﬁmdﬂaimnﬁmmmﬂh&z&&upmﬂegum
was a demestic vegistration to fie added te the French one valid fram Haar to destination,

Postcard to Berne frankad with tha Prmnmonal “5 CEnumes” on 15 g. ovarpnnted "EDSTA“

T T - T Bl s T T T T L e

""& CARTE POSTAI |

on 16 g. “BOSTA” | [Ein il Ak Ea el J_I TS ‘
Havvar to Bewn -)HGIIEEERI ¥.MICHEL
2405 ! TELEPHONE

canceled “HARAR” Type 2 in
&ach ink.

Fuench Semali Coast franking
at 10 cents (1903 issue) 6-4-05 |
$/S IRAOUADDY Line V £z |
Reunion & Maxseilfes 14-3-05 L e R = = e S S )
Awival 26-4-05 %ea{.?wmmuaf“.‘iﬁ‘mtum mfﬁrg:.uuexpmtad .‘Bm!a"mhumﬂedmdmnuyamm

T P Y P Tt e e et Y R T W LT v

8 ey



The Ethiopian Harrar Post Office - The “Provisionals of Harrar” issue

Letter from Harrar to Djibouti franked with the “Provisional” “05” on 1/4 g. overprinted “BOSTA"

nha;

|

T ————— . — T E———
. i i i
y i I £ N 1
T e T e A i i s T T T ¢ e Tl L e e 2 e e T g N .-,.--,.,-..,....g

e ——

1

The Ethiopian postage of this fetter is fovmed both with the Provisional 05 on 114 g. euexpuinted
“Boota” and with 1[4 g. of nen-isoued (ox faked ) cvenpuinted “Ethiopie™ stamp by T Michel.

FHavan ta Dijibouti 16-7-1905

Elﬁiapiuuﬂmnﬁingat?ﬂc.(ﬂﬁmfﬁumﬁnﬁadﬂnatamdﬂﬁ“&ﬁhﬁe”ﬂﬂd
Mw)mﬁmmmﬁmmmMmM"HMR”ﬁweﬂ
in Blue ink. 16-7-05

French Semaki Coast franking at 25 cents (1902]3 issues ) intexnational pestal vate
fax Cetter from Hamar to abroad canceled 18-7-05

(wvival 18-7-05



The Ethiopian Harrar Post Office - The introduction of the postage Due stamps

Michel issued his first postage due set in April 1905 carving a “T" for the French word “Taxe” on a piece
of wood to which his barometer previously was fixed and hand-stamped the 1894 set with it. Ethiopia
was not yet member of U.P.U. , so its Post Offices did not collected taxes for insufficiently pre-paid mail,
that was reserved to the French Post Office. Ethiopian Due stamps were mainly used as inland postage
stamps for the transport of foreign mail from Harrar to Addia Abeba. They were applied and cancelled
at Harrar and their amount paid by the addressee at Addis Abeba. Mail of Harrar's inhabitants was de-
livered by the French post office. Less then five items entrusted to the Ethiopian Harrar Post Office to

be delivered by the “Poste Restante” service (General delivery) are known: Postage Dues were used to
pay that service.

T an 1894 sef

et

L

The only incoming usappex to Ethispia known and the Righest veparted fxanking of this issue whose
mmm«mmmmwmm franfied with this issue are fnawn
Wien te Hamar 7-4-1905

Weappex of 3 Heller upuated wsith 27 Heller for a total of Qustrian franking at 30 Hobler

Ethiopian taxation at 5 ¢. (2 « 2 g. + 1 g everprinted with “T” hand-stamp ) pestal vate for
Puinted Matter 5 weight units per 40 gx. (up to 160-200 grams ) canceled with “HARAR”
type 2 in blue ink. 4-5-05.

(wival 4-5-05



The Ethiopian Harrar Post Office - The introduction of the Postage Due stamps

T e et e B e e A e e B e o

= SR T

TAXE
i
PERCEVOIR

en 1894 stamps

D | Budapest to Havax
17.2.1906

- Hungavian postage at 25
- | Fitlex (postal vate fou let-
ter from Fungawy fo
abvsad).
Tnansit at Dijibouti 7-3-05

Ethiopian taxation at 1 g.
(1 g. 1894 avenprinted with
“TAXE A PERCEVOIR
T°  handstamp) fee for
“Geneval deliveny” osexvice
" at Faoan fou Letter pex 15
T R e e AR Sy
Fhe ma,f"TAanPEREEvOIR T" Postage Due was muad&gp Michel in (Qugust 1905.

The indication of “Paste Etfiapienne” in the address explains why this cover was enbusted to
the Ethiepian Fasts to be delivexed to an addvessee in Hawan.

e ]

The Ethiopian Harrar Post Office - The 1906 overprint MENELIK | type ll

°Loh

MENELIK | type Il (mm. 15x3,5)
on “Numerals” issue

Hawax ta Uexandrette (Syria)
26-5-1906

Cthiopian Fostage at 1[4 ¢
( “05” Numewal ovexpuinted
Menelifi | type W, domestic vate
for postcand te abvoad ).

Fuench colony postage at 10 c.
(1903 isoue) canceled Diifiouti
29-5-06

e s e I P —

2
fﬁf//’

- f”_f;/f —

Qonivat 19-6-06 5 ohed e

‘Haanﬁ"ﬁﬁ”c.atmup ouexprinted Menelif T Eypellmapmtm&thym (dmmdeaﬂnmttm



The-Addis Abeba Post Office - The innovations introduced by J.A.Michel
New postal rates from Addis Abeba :

Domestic To Djibouti and abroad Registration
Picture postcard 10c.(1/2g.) 10c(1/2g)+10c. 20c.(1g.)+28ic.
Posteard 10c.(1/2g.) 20c.(1g)+10c. 20c.(1g.)+25ic.

Registered picture postcard to Marseilles

.: . 2= - : s . >
1] ﬁfddbm - Je': J,:gg;;;_; : | (ddis (lhefia to Marseilfes
S ; g | 14705

1 | Ethiopian franking 40c. (10 ¢
= idmeaﬁc postal wate, 20 c. for

: j.}.,‘g | wegistuation, 10 c. evev-franibed)
2 | canceted“ADIS ABEBA” Type 1.

;Smaﬁ Coast [rxanking at 35
| cents (1903 issue) (10 c. intexna-
gﬁnmlpﬂatalm,EEc.ﬁatmg.-

3
1

| tstration) canceled Dijifouti 22-7
|05
| Qwival 13-8-05

5 ¢/m on 1 guerche Stationery Postcard to Bern

The 5 ¢/m on 1 g. Postcard can be considered as a “Provisional Harrar Postcard”, sold only in the Ethiopian
Harrar Post Office. This one was sold pre-canceled at Harrar on 20-3-05, brought to Addis Abeba and sent
on 17-5-1908 from the Capital.

Addis (1efia to Bexn 17-5-05

Posteard everprinted 5 cfm on 1 g.
uprated with 1]4g. “Bosta” and
1/2g. “Meteht” (totat 1 g., domes- |
tic postal vate) canceled “ADIS |
ABEBA” Fype . !

Tuansit Haxwan 25-5-05 :
French Semali Coast franking at |
15 cents (1903 isoue) (10 c. inter- |

franked ) 29.3-05
§/S OXSUS Line U La Reunion & | fi
Marseibles 27-5-05




The Addis Abeba Post Office - The innovations introduced by J.A.Michel

New postal rates from Addis Abeba :
Domestic To Djibouti and abroad Registration
Letter per fraction of 15 gr. 20c.(19.) 20c (1g.)+25¢. 20c.(1g.)+25¢.

Letter to abroad with domestic postage at 20 c. (4x “05” ¢. “Numeral”)

(ddis (feba ta Mifane 26-8-05

franked at 20 c. (4= “05” c.)
(domestic pestal wate for (letten)
canceled “ADIS ABEBA” Fype 1 .
Fuansit Havar 6-8-05

i MSMEM!#M;;:LES
e : “‘—_‘—_'—HH__'__ | sate) 6-8-05

g ca Letter to Djibouti with do-
: mestic postage at 20 cent.
i B ’ “Numeral”.

SR ' _ ~ | Letter to Djibouti was con-
i e Sty - sidered like letter to abroad.

& S Qddis (beba to Diibiouti
e | : || 26-3-05

e AL Ethispian franking with 20c.

;':?;?_‘.:E )?' _ ;F -_'.-:G_' _.--_.-_ ik 3 ¥ : #ﬁwm ,F(ﬂﬂ.dﬂm.
el = e | tic postal vate fox letter) canceled
L ot Gl _ = “ADIS ABEBA” Fype 1

Tyt
Tl
;i
|
T
(!

= : : Transit Havax 6-4-05
. 5:1 : he : Samali Coast fxanking at 25
: i - | cents (1903 isoue) (25 c. intexna-
- ; T - | tional pestal vate fox letter) can-
Sl en O cted Diibouti 7405

S

ey

S o _. ::'g""..x‘-..--'—'..-.x—.-'a-_"_ = ' = M?MS

"
5
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2
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The Addis Abeba Post Office - The innovations introduced by J.A.Michel

New postal rates from Addis Abeba :
Domestic To Djibouti and abroad Registration
Letter per fraction of 15 gr. 20c.(19.) 20c.(1g.)+25¢. 20c.(1g.)+25¢c.

Addis (befia to Vienna
28.3-05

Ethiopian franking with 1 g.
ouenprinted “Bosta” (1 g, domes-
tic pestal vate for Letter) canceted
“ADIS ABEBA” Fype 1

Teanstt Hawax 25-4-05

Somali Coast [xanking at 25
cents (1903 isoue) (25 c. intexna-
tional postal vate fox letter) can-
cefed Djifouti 30-4-05

$/S OXUS Lire V La Reunien &
Maseilles 4-5-05

Twansit Tuieste 15-5-05
(wival 15-5-05

Registered double
weight units letter to

60 .
“Numeral” (4 c. dames-
tic doubife weight wnits
pootal vate, 20 c. Regis-
tvation) cancefed “ADIS
ABEBA” Jypel .

French Semali Coast
franking at 75 cents
(1903 isoue) (50 c. intex-
natiocnal pestal wate fox
letter, 25¢c. Registration )
24-9-05

Transit Maxseitles 6-10-05




The Addis Abeba Post Office - The innovations introduced by J.A.Michel
New postal rates from Addis Abeba :

Domestic To Djibouti and abroad Registration
Printed Matter 5c.(1/4g.)+5¢.
Envelop for visit card 10c.(1/4g.)+10c.

Picture postcard with only the signature (printed matter postal rate) to Switzerland

Ficturne posteand  wwitfen v the

:'ﬁ ;ﬁadumtmg of the {lfxed Tby's son.

| (ddis (befia to Switzerland
22-12.05

} Ethiopian franking with 05 c,
. Numenal en 1[4 g. (5c. domes-
tic pastal vate for printed mal-
ter) canceled “ADIS ABEBA”
Gypel

Semali Coast franbing at 5
| cents (1903 issue) (5 c. interna-
| tional pootal rate fer puinted
' matter) canceled Djibouti

| 124205

e

IR T T p—

e e T p ——

Envelope for visit card to Switzerland

F s = cErrET B T T |

(ddis (Ifefia te Zuvich
17-12-05

franked at 10 c. (2 = “05” c. Nu-
mexal an the back-side, domestic
postal vate fox visit card) can-
celed “ADIS ABEBA” Gype 1 .

Fuench Somali Coast franking at
10 cents (1903 issue) (10 c. inter-

S L LB ke e

b e e = e B TR

national pestal xate fox visit cand ) e o s ; o)
! [E’..E !-19_12.{.'5 Era e iE'.. = -":"'-_-I .:- T T B i Tﬁlr:*—unﬂ.-m--.rvf_;.t"f e
Less then five envelopes fox visit caxd cne

wepavied.




*" The Addis Abeba Post Office - The innovations introduced by J.A.Michel
New postal rates for incoming mail to Addis Abeba :

Internal service Registration
Letter per fraction of 15 gr. 20c.(1g.) 20c.(1g.)
Picture postcards 10c.(1/2 g.) 20c.(1g.) (not reported)

Mail from abroad to Addis Abeba, coming from the Djibouti Post Office was delivered fo the Harrar Post Office
where Michel applied and canceled the Postage Dues he had issued, to pay the fee for the internal service be
tween Harrar and Addis Abeba. The Capital's Post Office delivered the mail and collected the amount of the
Postage Dues by the addressees.

Three weight units incoming letter from Djibouti to Addis Abeba taxed with T Postage Dues stamps

B s : i = o 3 s -~ :
Dijibouti te Uddis {Befia 27-4-1905

Semali Coast franking at 75 cents (1903 issue)(3 « 25 c. intewnational
pestal vate fox Lettex thuee weight units ) canceled Djibouti 9-3-06

Ethiopian Dues 39.Tm¢atdpn{!ﬂml$94atampout?g. canceled
Fawan 2-5.05.



-’ The Addis Abeba Post Office - The innovations introduced by J.A.Michel

Letter per fraction of 15 gr.

Picture postcards

Internal service

10c.(1/2 g.)

New postal rates for incoming mail to Addis Abeba :
Registration

20c.(1g.)
20c.{1g.) (not reported)

Incﬂmlng letter from Port Said to Addis Abeba taxed with a “TAXE 4 PERCEVOIR T” Postage Due staimj

—m e i T

T L T T s T TR T e

r
Incoming picture pust::ard;!

from France to Addis Abeba |
taxed with a 1/2g. “TAXE ig

PERCEVOIR T" Postage Due

stamp.

Riom Puy de Dome ( France) to
Qddis ABebo 15-12-1905 '-

T T LAl B e

Fuench franking at 10 cents

(intexnational postal vate fox F;.:,.E
Ethiopian Due “TAXE 2 PERCE- |

VOIR T" on 1894 stamp at 1/2 ¢. |

(domestic postal wvate fox pictuxe
pesteard ) canceled Hanvvan 8-1-06.

TS e e LI s .

F o T L et gy, T — T

Y o e N e,

T ———

Poxt Said to Uddis (Uheba

25-12-1905.

Pout Said franking at 50
cents (2 « 25 c. intevna
tional postal vate for let
celed Part Said

Djibouti transit 3-1-06
Cthiopian Due 1 g
“TAXE a PERCEVOIR
T" on 1894 stamp at 1 ¢
(demestic pestal xate for
lettex) canceled Hawvun
8-1-1906.

_- au recio n'est pas accoptie
I:Sc renseigner & la

i
|




The Addis Abeba Post Office - The innovations introduced by J.A.Michel
New postal rates from Addis Abeba :
Domestic To Djibouti and abroad Registration
Letter per fraction of 15 gr. 20c.(1g.) 20c.(1g.)+25¢. 20c.(1g.)+25¢.

At the beginning of 1906 Michel issued new sets overprinting the “NUMERAL" set with two Amharic
‘MENELIK" handstamps, different only in the wideness of characters, inducing collectors to buy both sets.

MENELIK | type | °Léovh MENELIK I type Il o A% |
16,75 « 4,5 mm. 15z 3,5 mm.

Registered tweive wmqht units letter to abrnad Ethlnpian poataga formed by HEHELIK I Typel sﬂampe

e e e —— LW R e

eddlis Hﬂeﬁu ta Wien 26-2-1906

This is the veported commencial cover uith Ethlopian franking at 2 Fr. 60c. (Menelik | Type 1 issue) (12 & 20c. =
the Righest franfing in the pre-UPU. 2 Fv. 40 c. demestic pastal wate fox letter up to 12 « 15 = 180 gr. and, 20
peviad: 2 Fr. 60 c. of Ethispian stamps, cents fox Registuation) canceled “ADIS ABEBA” Type 1.

demestc postal vate, and 3 . 25 cents of Semati Coast franking at 3 Fx. 25 cents (1902-03 issue)(12 a 25 c. in-
Semali Coast ostamps, for intexnational memtmm&ﬂuuphfﬂﬂ5=”ﬂﬁﬂﬂd25ﬁ-fﬂ
pectal nate, ta pay the Fostage for thls @iy penpion ) canceted Ditfouti 9-3-06

(Awival 24-3.1906



The Addis Abeba Post Office - The innovations introduced by J.A.Michel
New postal rates from Addis Abeba :
Domestic To Djibouti and abroad Registration
Letter per fraction of 15 gr. 20c.(1g.) 20¢c.(1g.)+25¢. 20c.(1g.)+25¢.
At the beginning of September 1906 Michel issued his last set of stamp in Harrar, overprinting the 1904 set

with at top the Amharic “MENELIK" handstamp with four dots (Amharic full stop) at the end, and the value in
Centimes at bottom.

meneLkn 7 4OhE

Registered four weight units letter to abroad - Ethiopian postage formed by MENELIK Il stamps

 Benghauteld Lusenfolle. B gcsHopzt s
B e A,
BERLIN SW. 2.
wilhalmstrasse 29, ;
N gl ;

S

g e e — - ———— T e - - = i |

IR " T T e i, ST LN L i s T ——

(ddis (Ifefic to Berlin 12-9-1905.
Cthiopian franking at 1 Fr. (20 c. Menelif | issue + 80c. Numenals issue)
80 c. domestic pastal vate fox letter up ta 4 2 15 = 60 gr. and 20 cents for
Registration) canceled “ADIS ABEBA” Type 1.

Semati Coast franking at 1 Fx. 25 cents (1903 issue )(1 Fr. intewnational
postal nate fox letter up to 4215 = 60 gu. and 25 c. for Registvation)
cancefed Djifiouti 25-9-06

(rival 6-10-1906



The Addis Abeba Post Office - The innovations introduced by J.A.Michel

New postal rates from Addis Abeba :

Domestic To Djibouti and abroad Registration
Letter per fraction of 15 gr. 20c.(1g.) 20c.(1g.)+25¢c. 20c.(1g.)+25¢.

Registered letter to England Ethiopian postage formed by a Menelik | type | stamp.

_ " P  BET e il ,WJH_
Ethiopian franking at 40c. Menelik | type | (20c. | %@%M e |
demestic postal vate for lettes and 20c. fox Registva- | /{;mmy *
ﬁﬂﬂ)» Uy E,

I ’ 53;}”; : . s
Semali Coast fxanking at 50 c. 1903 isoue (25 c. in- | S AR i
tewnational pastal vate for letter 25 c. forn Registia- | - : T
tian ) canceled Dijibouti 15-5-06. ol ?
B " ik 3
Sea postmark S|S IRAOUADDY Line V La Reunion | : ;
o Manseitle 15-5.06 o L — e ]
Thke back-side ved. 507,

{evival 26-5-1906.
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THE FRENCH POST AND THE ETHIOPIAN POST
Mail originated in the French Harrar Post Office - Period October 1904-October 1906

FRENCH POSTAL RATES

Letter per 15 grams Picture Postcard Postcard Printed matter Registration
25¢c. 10 c. 10 c. 5. c. 25¢c.

Picture postcard forwarded from Harrar

| Hawar te Poissy (France)
| 13-12.1904
| Canceled alongside “"HARAR POSTE
- . | FRANCAISES”.
- = Samafi Coast franking at 10 con
¥ L (1902 issue) canceted Dijibouti

' NZIER | 15-12-0¢

Awnival 26-12-04

fg% ThAA

b

;e L

L 2 &1 B84
Hamar to Hiac-les-Bains (France) = i RPRET N ?4\. '&"

Poostcard at 1[4 g. Metehit (not | |
cansideved as franking) canceled | i
alongside “MARAR POSTES &

FRANCAISES”, |
Semali Coast franking at 10 c. |
(1903 issue) (pestal xate fox post-
cand to abuad) canceled Diibouti
28-2-05. '




K . FRENCH POSTAL RATES
Letter per 15 grams Picture Postcard Postcard Printed matter Registration
25¢c. 10¢c. 10 c. 5. c. 25c.

Erinted matter to abroad

Hawvar toa  Teulouse
(France ) 31-8-1905
(langside an the cover
“HARAR POSTES
FRANCAISES" past-
maxk.

Somali Coast franking at
3 cents (1902 isoue) can-
celed Djibouti 2-9-05
Sea postmark S|S OX-
SUS Line U La Rewnion
a Manseille 2-9-05

Hvoan to Dijifouti 22-10-1905
Semali Coast franking at 50 c.
(Te.+1222¢.+25¢c. ivoue|l
1902]1903) peotal xate fox fetter |
deuble weight unit to Djiouti can- |
cefed “HARAR POSTES FRAN- |
CAISES”,

@oival 25-10-1905




" FRENCH POSTAL RATES

Letter per 15 grams Picture Postcard Postcard Printed matter Registration
25 c. 10 c. 10 c. 5. L 25¢c.
Letter to abroad

-. Favax to Sefongey ( France)
11-12-1905

(longside con the cover “HARAR
POSTES FRANCAISES™ pastmaxk.
Semali Coast franking at 25 cents (1902
iosue) canceled Djibouti 12.12.06

Sea pestmavk S|S NATAL Line V fa

| Reunion a Marseille 14-12-05
| Qwival 26-12-05

D s T e

Registered letter sheet to abroad

T — T . e P

Fanax to Mivabiel (France)
11-2-1906

Semali Coeast franking at 50 c.
(#0c.+15¢. 1903 issue) 25 c. pastal
rate fov letter to abwad and 25 c.
fox negistuation cancefed “HARAR
POSTES FRANCAISES”,

(wival 24-2-1906

*
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FRENCH POSTAL RATES

L]

Letter per 15 grams Picture Postcard Postcard Printed matter Registrattior
25 c. 10 c. 10¢c. 5. c. 25 ¢,
Raglstemd trahle welght umt laﬂar to ahrnar.l

= et e I e T TNy il wlm——r—— T T T L I . e e 4 T ST T R i ot 0 g~ PR R AT AT e B TR o W T

Fawar te Wien (Auotnia ) 27-5-1906

Samali Coast franking at 105 c. (7al5 c. Clock 1894 Wamions ) 75¢. Tueble weigh unit, 25¢. Registration and 5 ¢
ovexfranking, cancefed "HARAR POSTES FRANCAISES".

(wival 9-6-1906 Declared valua letter to abroad

TSI S SR ST e Y S AT T T TR =l T e T TN AT WS T LSS TR T | - o by i e B T T— b LT

e ST e T T

ik ARIEIE

Havax te .?ﬁ:ia

18-3-1906

(longside an the cover "HARAR
POSTES FRANCAISES” post-
manf.

Somaki Coeast [ranking at 60
cents (25¢c. postal rate for lettex
pex 15 gr, 25 c. vegistvation 10c.
tax fou the maritime transpart)
canceled Djifiouti 20-3-06

Sea pestmark S|S TOURANE
Line N Yohohama a Marseille
24-3-06

wivat 5-4-1906

e e

g WAL

B B R e R P e =t Rl e
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THE FRENCH POST AND THE ETHIOPIAN POST
Mail originated outside Addis Abeba and Harrar - Period October 1904-October 1906

The few Europeans in the concessions and the explorers crossing the country forwarded their mail to the
existing Post Offices by private means, or , if they were at the proximity of relays, on the mail route between
Addis Abeba and Harrar, they deposited it in that relays, with postage stamps sometimes marked to allow
the identification to prevent their theft. Inhabitants of the new town Diré Daoua, terminus of the railway yet
without a Post Office, and the small towns along the railway line handed over their mail to agents of thes
“Company” for its forwarding to Djibouti.

Mail deposited in the relays along the mail route between Addis Abeba and Harrar

That mail, that had to be franked according to the postal rates of mail originated in Addis Abeba, was picked
up in transit by the courier transporting mail between the Capital and Harrar.

Postcard forwarded in route from Harrar to Karsa (in the text) likely deposited in the relay of Couloubi.

' Coloubi to Froppau (Austria)
 Ethiopian franking at 10c.  stamp
(domestic pestal xate fox pesteard)
| canceled “HARAR” Gype Il 12-2-05

' Samali Coast franfing at 10 cents com-
celed Diibouti 13-2-05

Quisat 24-2-05

Postcard markad “DERLI" to E' =7
avoid its theft. The relays
were sited on the mail route,
for the change of mules |
used for transporting mail. |
Deru is cited in the text like |
country of departure of that
postcard.

Dexu to Tuoppau (Austria )
Fosteard at 20 c. (postal vate for
pasteand te abvoad from intexiav)
canceled “HARAR” Fype 2 26-2-05
Semali Coast franking at 10 c.
( French postal vate fox posteard to |
abread) cancefed 28-2-05. |
(wnival 17-3-05




4 MAIL ORIGINATED IIZ;.i‘l.ITSIIZ!E ADDIS ABEBA AND HARRAR

AOUARA MALKA
Aouara Malka was a country located about 60 Km. far from Awash on the mail route from Addis Abeba to Har-
rar. At Aouara Malka there was a relay where mail was deposited and a plantation granted in concession by
Menelik to Armand Savouré, a small-arms trader who supplied the Emperor. The plantation was managed by
the Swiss house “Koto".

Postcard from Aouara Malka to Switzerland
————— PO S el i s SO Bath the posteard and the 10 cents

1 | Numeval ave masked “Uoviara
| Malka” in ondex to prevent theft.

4 (ouana Malka to Bewne

| 4-5-1905 fxom the teat.

| Posteard at 10 cents pue-canceles

| Havan 20-3-05 uprated with 10 ¢

' canceled in tansit “HARAR” type |

| 14-5-05 (20 c. demestic pestak vats

for postcand cutside Harvarn ).

| Somati Const franfing at 15 c. 1903

| issue (10 c. intesnational pestall wat

| fox pasteard te abvead, 5 cents aver
| franed) canceted Diibouti 16-5.-05.

! Quwivat 30-5-05

,—-—ﬁ i W i e e

| Jtavan to Qouona Matha
| 18.9.1905.

 Ethiopian  franfing at 20 . Nu
| menal issue (20 c. demestic pasta
£ %.Weﬁu!dtﬁpuﬁgx.} cauceled
| HARAR tgpe IL.

g el Ee e, T ey S % i | Only thuee Domestic fetters to



-INCOMING MAIL ADDRESSED OUTSIDE ADDIS ABEBA AND HARRAR

AOUARA MALKA

Registered incoming letter from Switzerland

e T e T e S . e s e = el WL e ek

 Bewn (Switzevland ) to Qouara Malha 9-2-1906,

Swiss franking at 75 cents (50 cents postal nate
fou Lettex double useight unit to abroad, 25 cents fox

 Registeation )
| Transit postmark Marseilfes 10-2-06
| Fuansit pestmank Diibeuti 21-2-06

. Sea pestmark S|S OXSUS Line U Masseillles a
- £a Reunion 10-2-06

TR,

On the back-side Reduced 8§07,

This Registeved letter demonstnates that incoming covers wexe taxed
Bath fou the demeotic sewsice and fox the intexnal Registration.

Ethiopian pestage due “TAXE a PERCEVOIR T”
at 3 ¢ (2g. demestic pastat vate fou Cetter doubile
weight unit and 1 g. fox Registuation) canceled
HARAR type Il 27-2.06.




*

. MAIL ORIGINATED OUTSIDE ADDIS ABEBA AND HARRAR

Mail forwarded from towns along the railway line
Couriers were left at the stations where an Agent of the “Company” was entrusted to bring them to Dji-
bouti. There mail , franked with French postage alone, was delivered to the Post Office to be forwarded

to its destination by the International Postal Service.

Picture postcard to Italy from Andobed

A s ————— L

Gare de H: =
5, ot s 7
; =

B e S S ——

;r z /;;%a/i;una. ol ,déf‘,z}' .

Jgﬁ’i“"’“e% {«??W Jﬁ

S Dnsour:. — Marché au bois.

| ndobed to Fistoia (Italy)

| 9-11-1905.

; Semati Coast fxanking at 10
| & 7903 bssue (10 ¢. interna-
% tional pestal xate for picture
| posteand) canceled Diifiou-
| & 141105

| Sea peotmark S|S OXSUS
| fine V “La Reunien & Max-
| seitte” 14-11-05

H

ﬂudﬂﬁ&ium a small louwn
| near (ldagabla  that was

! in Novembiex 1901.

? Dacuanti ta Pisteia (Ttaly )

- | 22.10-1906.

| Semati Coast franking at 10
; ic. 1903 issue (10 c. intexna-

jﬁmﬁmﬁ!mf&tphm

| posteard)  canceted Diibiou.-

| 6 23-10-06
| Qusivat 2-11-06 handuwitten

| an the back side

[
i
1

?H!.‘i?ﬂﬂumﬁafﬁmum the

i ;fmt wailway stafien within
J | the Ethiopian Boundesies



»

. MAIL ORIGINATED OUTSIDE ADDIS ABEBA AND HARRAR

THE GOLD MINES OF WALLAGA
Wallaga is the most important region for the extraction of Ethiopian gold. It is sited in the western part of Ethic
pia at the borders on Sudan. In 1897 French mining research in that region began and its result led to a con
cession granted by Menelik to A. lig. When French left, owing to financial difficulties, the Italian Engineer Ritor
took the direction of works of a new company created by Italians and Belgians. Some other ltalians worked s
the mines such as Servadei, the sender of that items.

Postcard to Haly forwarded by a worker at the mines Retouwn address of that pesteard :
e 1as R .
1 to Gotd Mines Neggia (byssinia

| Qddis Qbeta to Mitana 15-3-1905
i.‘i’uﬂ:ﬂdﬂt ! ¢. ovexprinted “ Melehit”
3 i Canceled “ADDIS ABEBA” fypel.

5 Transit Harax 26-3-05

il | Semati Coast franking at 10 c. 190
Lissue (intewnational pestal vate fos
gputmudha&und}mmm
|4 29.3.05.

PEEET | Sea postmark S|S OXUS Line U £
; | ’ Reunion a Maseilles 3-4-05

8
] éﬂu&m‘!fﬁ-#-{?

T T L T T W it T T T R i T T il e i I L T T L R P -

COVER HEADED: | | S
“MINES D'OR DU WALLAGA” @ & i E
(Gold mines of Wallaga)

!

E

|

| S
; \

S e

L Eyae s immas A

T

T TN T — e R

Addis ABeba to Milana
13-9-1905.

Ethiopian fuanking at 40 c. | §
Numenal issue (40 c. dmneaﬂu:i e
postal xate for lettex double |
weight unit) cancefed ADDIS |
ABEBA type . [

Somati Coast franking at 50 c. | |
1903 lssue (intexnational | =
pootal xate fox letter double |
weight unit ) canceted 24-9-05. | | %
@wival 6-10-05 '

e, Trem



** THE FRENCH POST AND THE ETHIOPIAN POST
(May 1899-December 1907 )
JA. MICHEL AT ADDIS ABEBA AND THE DIRRE DAOUA POST OFFICE

The relationship between A. lig and the Emperor Menelik, owing the influence of the French, deteriorated
and lig with his family left Ethiopia definitively in March 1906. The Emperor later asked J.A. Mchel to move
to Addis Abeba: the Director of the Ethiopia Ethiopian Posts and Telegraphs left Harrar on 15 October
1906 and reached Addis Abeba where he worked in the Ethiopian Post Office as an employee under the
direction of the Ethiopian Lidj Bayane.

Harrar had lost its role of second Ethiopian town since December 1902 when Dirré Daoua became the ter-
minous of the railway line and an important trade center. On 1st November 1906 a French post office wias
opened at Dirré Daoua. This two facts deeply changed the postal organization in Ethiopia:

THE NEW POSTAL ORGANIZATION: THE DIRRE DAOUA FRENCH POST OFFICE
The Dirré Daoua French Post Office assumed a central role in the new Postal Service of Ethiopia, of
course with the agreement of the Emperor. It belonged to the Port Said Post Office by which it received the
stamps valid for the international postage, and distributed them to all Post Offices operating in Ethiopia: the
Ethiopian Addis Abeba and Harrar Post Offices and the French Harrar Post Office.
It received incoming mail transported by train from Dijibouti, distributed the correspondences of Dirré
Daoua inhabitants, sorted and formed different bags containing:
The pouch and correspondences for the “Legation de France* in Addis Abeba.
Mail of private individuals of Addis Abeba to be forwarded to the Ethiopian Post Office of the Capital.
Mail of private individual of Harrar to be forwarded to the French Harrar Post Office. It received the mail
collected by all Post Offices, canceled French stamps, sorted and forwarded it to Diibouti together with the
Pouch received from the French Legation of Addis Abeba and mail collected at Dirré Daoua.

Hanan to Paxis 27-10-06.

Ethiepian Franking : .
Sc. Menelif 2 (demestic postal vate |
for posteand to abroad from Har- |
vax) canceled “HARAR” type II.

Levant franking 10c. (intexnational

postal xate fox posteard to abvead) =
canceled  “DIRRE DAOUA/ |
ABYSSINIE” 25-10-06. |

Netwithstanding the official apen- % :
ing of the Dixeé Dacua Post Office . N Py ¥
was fized on Trst November 1906, | 22 - Z;'”;;;f;ﬁ;fb 5 /

that pestcand demenstvates the | 53 / = -%Z{f/;,{?*vy :

o
activity of the new Post Cffice be- _': Ey'!/?(f TS ety 4y s

Iz porte da Chon.

tas
o

gan seme days earlien,. Tt was seat ™
from the Ethiopian Hawar pest Office on 27 of Cctabiey abwady franfed with a Levant stamp, presiousty veceived from
the Divé Dacua Fost Office that canceled it in tvansit with the “DIRRE DAOUA ABYSSINIE” pastmank dated 28-10-08,
thuee days befoxe the official apening of that Fost Office!



THE DIRRE DAOUA FRENCH POST OFFICE

The Dirré Daoua Post Office was supplied by the Port Said Post Office at first with Levant stamps and postal
material, included a circular dotted datestamp with the inscription “DIRRE DAOUAJABYSSINIE". The Dirré
Daoua Post Office supplied all Post Offices in Ethiopia with Levant stamps, so that at beginning of 1907 had to
ask a new supply of stamps. This time it received stamps bearing the Post Said legend. As mail from Dirré
Daoua went on transiting through Dijibouti, the Governor of the French Somali Coast obtained by the Minister
of Colonies to reverse the situation and the supply of stamps in the last months of the year was made by the
Djibouti Office with Somali Coast stamps.
POSTAL RATES

POSTCARD TO ABROAD Fnlit

| Dinsé Dasua te Manseitle 30-1-07
| | Fuanking 10 c. Semali Coast
(10 c. postal sate fox postcawd te
| | afvoad ), canceled
' | “DIRRE DAQUA / ABYSSINIE"
| 1 s the Diveé Dacua Post Office was
| | selting Pevant stamps enty, the send-
lex applied a Semali Ceast stamp
i { bought elsewhene.
£

LETTER TO DJIBOUTI = e

Dineé Daoua to Diibeuti

2#‘3‘{1? = T / : ‘»EH;V‘:&;‘;:- i ’:_,.‘ | ..
uanbed 25 FotSaid | T MW ez £ %@4 .
(25c. pestal xate for letten to > C’?ﬁ‘ﬂﬂd el
Dijibiouti ) S :

fed = x.[_
‘DIRRE DAQUA /ABYSSINIE™ = - M 45

(wvival 27 -6-07




THE DIRRE DAOUA FRENCH POST OFFICE
POSTAL RATES

REGISTERED COVER TO ABROAD

L

Divié Dacua te Bevlin { F =
?ﬂ-fﬂ-ﬂ? i &mﬁ:ﬂwm& ..,

Fvanfied 50c .‘?m.ﬂ'aid} f/lé ; 4
s TP THEMEENE

25c. pastal xate for letter to afivead +
LF :’vﬁ'z..-f\f#r:@

25¢. Registuation
cancefed "DIRRE DAOUA /ABYSSINIE®
Qwvivat 2-17-07

T B M e S L e R

COnby xeported use of a 50c. Font Said | .:
stamp an cammencial covey. : gﬁ |
=
| f
E G2
s
STATIONERY POSTAL CARD TO ABROAD
Stationeny postal cand at 10 cents 5 r
(pestal xate for posteard to |
abvead )

canceled "DIRRE DAQOUA / AB-
YSSINIE®

wival at Paxis: “1[2” in an | 5
eval, pestman mark, “cachet du =
;amni I

Redivected te COLCHESTER |
(Ingland)

TR D ey R e L o T,

One of twe veported Levant stationeuy postal card wsed in Ethinpia



Paxis to Divve Dacua
24.5-07

Franked 100c. (75c. pestal
sate for letter 3 weight
units to abuead + 25c.
Registration) canceled  at

Paxis

Sea postmark SS
“NATAL” line ¥V 31-5.07

Tncoming mail addvessed
te Divé Daoun was free
nal pestage that the Etfio-
pian Post Office of the
Capitat yet changed.

THE DIRRE DAQUA FRENCH POST OFFICE

INCOMING MAIL

. ETHIOPIA ’

Tncaming mail weached Dive Daoua from Djibouti by tain and vice-vessa the same fox
cutgaing mail, The fouvanding of mail to Havar, and Beyond te Qddis (Ubeba was en-
trusted te a French employee, whe fiad alse to collect bags of mail from the vaxious Past
Cffices and from the French Legation and cawy them to Divé Dacua.



THE ADDIS ABEBA ETHIOPIAN POST OFFICE

FIRST SUPPLY WITH LEVANT STAMPS
Levant stamps at 25c. , 50 c. e 1 Fr. were used only in Ethiopia
Letter three weight units to Germany
J. ADOLF MAYER
. ADDIS-ABEBA
: ABYESINIEN. r
| {
. "-:th i
b
4 : tl
(ddis Aebia to Bertin B e e,
17-4-1907 Tt i |
Ethiopian franfing 60 c.
Menelif 2 canceled

(domestic postat vate fox S weight | Jh, |

Wﬁb‘dﬂm) : %ﬂo&mw : M?ﬂ:z
French franfing 75c Levant 5 fﬁM W i %ﬂ = |

(75¢. postal sate for fetter 3 : s

weight units te abvoad ) canceled |
“DIRRE DAQUA /ABYSSINIE”
28-4-07

Fransit Djibouti 29-4-07
(Dexivat 11-5-07




‘ THE ADDIS ABEBA ETHIOPIAN POST OFFICE
LATER SUPPLY WITH PORT SAID STAMPS

RN Pa  Letter to Djibouti redirected to Harrar

Jhe meaning of the cvevprint
“DAGMAWI” is “The Second” |
sefevied to Menelif 2nd

Q(ddic (beba to Dijibiouti
15.9.1907

Ethiapian franbing 1 g.
Dagmawi  (domestic pastal
“ADIS ABEBA” Fipe 1

Fuench franking 25¢ Foud
Said

(25¢c. pestal vate fox Lettex to
abvoad) cancefed “DIRRE
DAOUA /ABYSSINIE”
29.9.07

Awrival 30-3-07
Redivected to Hawear

Fransit Diveé Dacua

Postal card to Hannover (Germany)

= B L —

z‘q*\ | Qs Gleba ts Hanussen
oW e 2411907

Ethiapian franking 1]2 g.
Dagmawi (domestic pootal
vate fox postal cavd) cancefed
“ADIS ABEBA” Fipe 1

Fuench franfiing 10c Port S aid
(10c. postal ate for pesteand
te abvead ) cancefed

“DIRRE DAQUA /ABYSSINIE”
1907

Awnival 27-9-07

-

1

e —— s e —




THE ADDIS ABEBA ETHIOPIAN POST OFFICE REGISTERED LETTER
TO GERMANY

LATER SUPPLY WITH PORT SAID STAMPS

T N N PTE R - e T T, = T e T T

e | (ddis (hebia to Jeerfurt
= 1239.1907
| | Ethiopian franking 2 g.
: l.’Dugmami (1g. domestic
. pootal wate fox letter lg.
| Damestic Registvation )
| canceled “ADIS ABEBA”
!ﬂ's’pel
| rench puanking 50c Fort
| Said
= | (25c. postal vate fou letiex
' to abwad+ 25 c. fox Regis-
i Em) canceled “DIRRE
| | DAOUA /ABYSSINIE”
| 2.00.07
| @vival 15-10-07

IH 2 = e e g r—— T T LR

B L L]

L etk A
i ] P

ST T R Ty e o L T il el ALt e s S T TR MRS TESTRE P

LAST SUPPLY OF 1907 WITH SOMALI COAST STAMPS

e L e e S o e S =

POSTAL C T

| (ddis ({8eba to Hannovex
2-11-1907

E
|

L Ethiapian franking 1]2 g.

il I Dagmawi (demestic pastal vate

! | fox postal card) canceled

| “ADIS ABEBA” Jipe 1
|
|
)
I
|
:
i
i
i

French franking 10c Port Said
(10c. postal vate fox pestcard ta
| abuead) canceled
| “DIRRE DAOUA /ABYSSINIE™
11-9-07

: | Owdvat 27-9-07

:',III':

3%

l‘r’_‘p J‘ Iq ;“'\. 1




THE ADDIS ABEBA ETHIOPIAN POST OFFICE

INCOMING MAIL

Since its opening on 1st November 1908, the Dirre’ Daoua Post Office sorted mail and forwarded corre-
spondences addressed to Addis Abeba inhabitants in sealed bags. So due stamps for domestic postage
were not more applied and canceled at Harrar but at the arrival at the Addis Abeba Post Office.

INCOMING COVER FROM EGYPT

Caiva te (ddis (Theba

| 19-2.1907
a0 e éz,_f_z;} - Egyptian franking 1 Piaotre
m;’ﬂw o e | (pootal vate fox lettex to alivoad )
Iapsiiee /' f;'%(/rﬁz‘wﬁfw‘f | Fvansit Djibouti 1-3.07
o B '. Ethiapian Due stamp: 1 g. “Taxe a
B e : .| Pencevein T” canceled at the awival
LR e | ity “ADIS ABEBA” Fipe ! 15-3-C7.
((dclii- Eleta T
INCOMING POSTCARD FROM EGYPT
ﬂ.LE y?wEgsl-:LLE |
Caire to Addis (Aheba : ‘f,P‘T E |

p‘t‘:-afn LE

11-3-19¢7

Egyptian  [ranking: 5 Millimes
(pestal xate fox pestcand ta
abewiid)

%/’}W & ﬁ?sz

:E

TFuansit Suez 12.3-1907 1 é’}’ fzt £l fdf /%f (44 s‘f{{% /;‘7?"&/(’ CAET : g
'- - f»’ézmzqw w“ . lecoayree —
Ethiopian Due stamp: 1(2 g. “Taxe | 2

i Pevcevaiv T cancefed at the awi- i
valat (Lddis @fiefia. '




o THE FRENCH LEGATION OF ADDIS ABEBA

Owing to the inefficiency of the Ethiopian Posts, in the second half of 1907 Addis Abeba inhabitants, when
possible, used alternative ways of forwarding mail. French Legation collected and forwarded mailof French
people and some selected persons. As it was an emergency service the Legation was obliged to use as
canceler an administrative circular stamp with inside the words “LEGATION DE FRANCE/ADDIS-ABBEBA"
around the edge and “REPUBLIQUE FRANGCAISE" in the center, and the dumb Maltese Cross that had re-
mained in the Legation since the time when there was the Addis Abeba Post Office.

Addis fefa to Vex-
saiffes

ugust 1907
Somali Coast [ranking
25 ¢ (postal vate fon
lettex to abwoad) can-
cefed with the Maltese
Cross

Fuansit Dijiblouti 2-9-07
Gunivat: 16-9-07

with the “LEGATION DE
FRANCE* ADDIS ABBEBA"
(wival 23-12-07




THE ETHIOPIAN HARRAR POST OFFICE

L]

After the railway line reached Dirré Daoua in December 1902, that town became an important trade country
and Harrar lost its role of second Ethiopian town. When J.A. Michel left Harrar the activity of the Ethiopian
Post Office was very reduced so that only few survived items from that period are recorded: about ten post-

cards, two domestic covers to the Gapltal one parcels pleoe and mree covers from Awara Maika whasa
stamps were canceled in transit. :

Poscard to Marseilles franked | |

with a remainder of a previous | |
Somali Coast stamps supply.

FHaviax to Mavseilles 15-1-07
Cihiopian franking 5 c. Menelif 2
Domestic pastal vate fox posteard |
from Farvar canceled “HARRAR” ‘
Type 2

Somali Coast franking 10 c.

(intexnational pestal vate for pest- |
cavd to abvead) canceled “DIRRE | |
DAOUA / ABYSSINIE” 20-1-07 |

Postcard to Marseilles franked with a Levant
stamp from a new supply.

Feansar to Marseilles

20-2-07

Ethiopian frankling 5 c. Menelif 2

Domestic pestal vate for postcad from Hawvar can-
celed “HARRAR” Type 2

Fuench franking Sc. Pevant.

(70 c. intexnational pestal vate fox pesteard to abroad,
S.c. undevfranking, but not taxed by the Divé Dasua
FPost Office ) canceled “DIRRE DAOUA | ABYSSINIE”
20-2-07

No mail from the Ethiopian Hawar Past Cffice

o : .E';um “]1: de I* AH ,u_,r=|;|-|r<_., _”. WA .’;1; ;H ".
ﬁw&aduuﬁ.?aﬂém&iatampabtepm.ﬂiﬁdg,m | / i _
mone supply was needed. Zﬂﬁh‘-— A trad C e /Q’wautf“

?q:"’y-ﬁ'?? M, f



THE ETHIOPIAN HARRAR POST OFFICE

Three reported covers from Awara Malka, whose stamps were canceled in transit at the Ethiopian Har-
rar Post Office, demonstrate that mail forwarded from the places along the route between Addis Abeba
and Harrar needed that the Ethiopian Harrar Post Office would cancel the Ethiopian stamps.

Cover from the Koto plantation of Awara Malka with Ethiopian stamps
canceled in transit at the Harrar Post Office.

Fr— —

Awara Malfia te Guandson (Switzesland )

Ethiopian franking 20 c. Menelif | type |
(Demestic pastal vate fox pastcarnd from (wava Malka ) cancelled in tvansit at Havan with
“HARAR” type 2 2-12-06

| -
French franking 25 c. Semali Canst stamps
( Intexnational pestal vate fox lettex to abroad ) cancefed “DIRRE DAOUA ABYSSINIE”
2-12-06

Awrivat 18-12-06



o THE' FRENCH HARRAR POST OFFICE

Letter to London franked with a Levant stamp

[ s LI N e T T o T LT e oy

FEre— -

— rrrr

Havar te London ! J. GEROLIMATO

24-4-07 _ HARRAR (Abyssinia)
Fuench fxanking 25 c. Pevant | S

(25 c. Postal sate for Cetter %M
Lﬁ)mmﬂ | -f /Z% e

“HARAR POSTES FRAN- | |
AISES” stuuch ide ! Fo w 77 Q{:’fm J‘M
i i “DIRRE | |
DAQUA-/ABYSSINIE" | m
1-5.07

é,é”.

——— wemarr —

A T A e

T T Cmt

Newspaper wrapper from Harrar to London franked with a Somali Coast stamp
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Hawmax to Londan 27.7-07 Tuansit at Djibeuti 30-7-07
French franfing Sc. Samali Coast Faint avival postmark
(5 c. postal vate for printed mattex ta afvoad”) Leas then five newspaper wrappexs vecovded in the

-Canceled “HARAR POSTES FRANGAISES” Pre-U.P.U. period.



/’ . THE ORGANIZING PERIOD - ‘m\
(January 1908-October 1908)

According to an agreement between Menelik and the French authorities, the Imperial Ethiopian Posts
had to be reorganized with the help of a French staff. During February 1908 J.A. Michel handed over
all remainders of stamps and postal material to Mr. Roque who had taken in charge of the
Posts ,Telegraphs and Telephones service, in name of the Ethiopian Government on 27th of January.
Between 1st of January and 13th of February no mail originated in the Ethiopian and French post of-
fices is reported while mail from Addis Abeba French Legation and British Legation is known.

Mr. Roque had to equip a post office in Addis Abeba, to organize mail couriers between Addis Abeba,
Harrar and Diré Daoua. Then he had to find new French postmasters and clerks for each post office:,
On 1st of June, the new postal system started, even if with some limitations to be quickly overcome.
He introduced new postmarks to be used together with the old ones and new postal rates that mnsi’s;j

\ﬂ*{f Ethiopian and Somali Coast stamps, yet mandatory as Ethiopia had not yet joined the U.P.U,,

PERIOD JANUARY-MAY 1908

MAIL FORWARDED FROM THE FRENCH AND BRITISH LEGATIONS IN EARLY 1908

In early 1908 the Legations' Services substituted the Post Offices in forwarding mail as they were inactive
as occupied to hand over stamps and postal material to French authorities.

E ; ﬂ?.,——:-::‘ ._._:'-

9 :

CARTE POSTAL 7‘
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Tines e TayE EERgErE ko ecfepient gy e Correaprian I

\ ¢ rensetgier o la Foste :
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Eaxly 1908. The comespandence made by sevesal posteards betuween the same sendex and addressee in 1907 from abf past
a{ﬁmh%ph,%ghmam#ﬁm@m,mmmmﬁhummwmm&w.L’egw
This pestcard to Marseille was franked with a 10 cents Samati Coast stamp of 1903 issue canceled with the Maltese
Crass postmark. (Ls usual in that pevied this pestcard don’t shew the avival pastmark.

Less then ten items franfied with Somali Coast stamps canceled with the Maftese Cooso dumé pestmark ave Rnown,



. PERIOD JANUARY-MAY 1908

MAIL FORWARDED FROM THE ADDIS ABEBA POST OFFICE

The activity of the Addis Abeba post office started at the haif of February using the old Adis Abeba type 1
postmark and both stamps of the 1894 issue not handstamped and all remainders of all handstamped issues, included
postage due stamps, for franking mail. In March two new postmarks of French origin were introduced with inside a dot-
ted circle containing the date and the external inscription "ADDIS-ABABA POSTES". The word ‘FRANCAISES®, pre-
sent in origin, had bean ellmmated Both Ethloplan and French ststmps were ¢anoelad wath the same postmark.

S

ADDIS-ABABA POSTES

type 1l
hmw.:.:_. e CQ : is (LBeBa te Dii =
e c:rt : ‘H““‘ Diouts )
| “ADDIS-ABABA POSTES
| Type |l (Payne AA3B) pasi-
S | mask 13.3-08

-I{r_'. — I e T
(:_ 5 q/ﬂ’/ ""’/';J ‘3/ ety ole o, M- : :Et&iapian franking 2g.
/  (Dagmawi issue)
: : | French [vanking 15 c. Somali
| Coast (1903 issue)
| Quival Djibouti 28-3-08

| ADDIS-ABABA POSTES
type 1

- (ddis (beba te Wien
“ADDIS-ABABA POSTES"
b | Type | (Payne AA3A)
' 1 postmank 13-3-08
Ethiaspian franfing 40 c.
Numeral on the Back side.
| Semali Coast fxanking 50 c.
(1902 isoue) as xegistened.,

Bee LS| Qwival Wien 12-4-08

The eanfiest hnown date for Bath pastmarks



’ PERIOD JANUARY-MAY 1908

MAIL FORWARDED FROM THE DIRE DAOUA POST OFFICE

The Diré Daoua Post Office was placed provisionally under control of the Djibouti Post Office.
Like previously mail was franked exclusively with French Colony's stamps canceled with the
“DIRE DAQUA ABYSSINIE" postmark.

| Diné Dasua te Djibeuti

' Somati Coast franing:

| Sle. (1903 isoue)

| (25c. Fostal vate

| + 25c. Registvation ) canceled
| “DIRE DAOUA- ABYSSINIE*
' 11.3.08

A A

@%M : fo%/ﬁﬁ_ . _ e
Z | Semali Coast franhing:
/i;&f 4&¢ 2, - 10c (1903 issue ) canceled

e.k____:___{\__.. 2N \ _| e WTZ ~ | “DIRE DAOUA- ABYSSINIE"
% \ AN ‘ R A2 %-’7{{:’ - 29-3-08



o PERIOD JANUARY-MAY 1908
MAIL FORWARDED FROM THE ETHIOPIAN HARRAR POST OFFICE

The Ethiopian Harrar Post Office was active but, like in the previous period since Michel left that town, very
few mail from that post office is reported. Like previously, mail was franked both with French Colonies
stamps canceled at Dire Daoua and Ethiopian stamps canceled with the “HARAR” type Il postmark.

Lol sact Sl s W | | Cthiopian uanfiing:

? /‘\ _ ' ~§ 1 quexche (2 x 1/2¢ (1894)
: f% . 'Efﬁaﬂmemt}mmdad

E i WMJ f ] “HARAR” Wptz 15498
St | 50c. (1903 issue)

g L s oo | (25 Fuotatvate

i sty o |

T e s T L I AT AL LT

R N PN

= . o R v 8 | : .
_ BB il + 25¢c. Registeation ) canceled
722 ’727 Leve. S Der i 29 ., | “DIRE DAOUA- ABYSSINIE"
ho U H

;| 29-4-08

o N

| Quivat pestoar 15.5.08

=g S s 5
| ) MAIL FORWARDED BY
N (167 3 CONSULAR SERVICES
CARTE POST 5
" (€ colé st exclusbromant véaervd i Fadresas ) '!I M m&l;&ﬂdﬂﬂ
| el (Filecle [ Jea o | LR
| | =ad }m_ ehley 'Koad - ﬁl@;ﬁ’f»’f | India 1 Gnna canceted

/ : / / () “ADEN" 15-5-08
INEAALOLULA - L0 | | it pastancn 18508

N i—— e s ——

Ckokey Gbud B4 f :_ On the front side the vetur ad-

;!jl-’f‘hﬂ,; o St n. Sverecdats  Whe, . | ';ZJ: ufﬂ il s
&6 e



: PERIOD JUNE-OCTOBER 1908

THE BEGINNING OF THE NEW ETHIOPIAN POSTAL SERVICE MANAGED BY A FRENCH STAFF

On 1st of June Mgr. Jarosseau handed over the remainder of stamps and the postal material in his hands
to the new Harrar postmaster Mr. Guillet: since that moment only one Postal Office was active in Harrar.

So since first of June the new postal organization was active in Addis Abeba (postmaster Mr. Sourin), Har-
rar (postmaster Mr. Guillet) and Dirré Daoua (postmaster Mr. Cardot). Since that moment the three offices
were obliged to frank their correspondences TO ABROAD with Ethiopian stamps associated with French
stampm aomrdmg to the pnatal ratas prewnusly establlshed by Mr. Roque.

= Hawvax to Burxelles
Departure: 13-6-08
Samali Ceast franbing:
25e. (1903 issue) Postal vate abvead
Cancefed:
“Harar * POSTES FRANCAISES®
(xvival pestmaxk 27-6-08

| LAST USE OF THE "HARAR POSTES
. g FRANCAISES"” POSTMARK

L /——l - . | Stamps and pestal matexial sent frem (d-
) E i |

}?ZZ“XM d&?ﬁ/ | dis (Qfeba wveached Hawar and Divé
g : I . | Dacua bate in June, Se the twe Post Offic-
“'ﬁ“/ é&' 5 | es weve obfiged to f.’mmwrd seme mail
R R R ———————— ” P . d‘HFM

T

i e B TR T Vgl Tl

o . T 0 e A

Y

FHoomax to Addis (Iefia
Departune: 27-6-08

Ethispian franfing:
1 g (1894 issue) cancefed
“HARAR" Jypell

Auwival : 10-7-08

i

Fhe "HARAR” type Il past-
matk in wse since Cctoben
1896 looks vesy deteviovated
in 1908,




.t PERIOD JUNE-OCTOBER 1908

POSTAL RATES
Letter per fraction
of 15 grams Post Card Registration
Domestic 1g. 12 g. 2g.
Djibouti 2g. 12¢g. 2g.
Foreign 1 g. + 25¢. 12g+25c. 2g.+25¢.
Franco colonial 1 g.+ 10c. 2g.+25¢c.

Samples and
Printed matter x 50 grams.

112 g. (minimum 1 g.)
1/2 g. (minimum 1.g.)
1/2 g. + 5 ¢. (minimum 1 g. + 10¢.)

TSR e A Y TR T

DOMESTIC COVER

Dinné Dacua ta Fawvwar

| Deparntuxe: 13-9-08

“DIRRE DAOUA ABYS-
SINIE™

Ethispian franfiing 1 g
(1894) (Domestic pestal
sate)

wival Havar 13-9-05

REGISTERED
MESTIC COVER

Wddis (lbeba to Fearum
28-8-08

“ADIS-ABEBA” Jype |

{thiopian franking 3 .

(6C.“"MENELIK II” )

(1 g Domestic postal
xate 2g. fox Registvation)

Ne awvival postmarh




. PERIOD JUNE-OCTOBER 1908
POSTAL RATES - LETTER TO DJIBOUTI
THE MUTILATED “HARRAR POSTES” POSTMARKS
In June 1908 the Harrar Post Office was supplied with new stamps and postal material, included the
postmarks "HARRAR POSTES" type | and type I, lightly different owing to the position of some

characters upon the dashes. The same for the Diré Daoua Post Office, but the Diré Daoua Post Office
went on using the old "DIRRE DAOUA ABYSSINIE" postmark.

“HARAR POSTES"
Type i

% te Diibouti

Departure: 1-8-08

Ethiopian franking: 2 g.

( Pestal vate to Dijifiowti)

Fostage Due stamp

“Taxe & Pexcevor T

Canceled: “HARRAR

POSTES™ Jypell

(wsival 6-8-08

LETTER TO DJIBOUTI
INSUFFICIENTLY
FRANKED
Dineé Dasua to Djifiouti
Depantune: 2.9-08
- T Sy
1 Piastne (Lacking 1 Piastre ox |
¢-) canceled :
“DIRE DAOUA ABYSSINIE"
Taxed with 20 cents stamp
Olock (Wawmions )
: wdval 4-9-08




h " PERIOD JUNE-OCTOBER 1908
POSTAL RATES - POST CARD TO ABROAD

il e - il &

E:?m

i&ﬁup ian Feanking:

] ;H? g- ouexpuinted “Ethiopic’
| | Semafi Coast fxanking:

B 110c. (1903 issue)

= %fﬁmmfmtetaa&wd

= | Both canceted

{"ADDIS-ABABA POSTES'

ETypa n o 2-10-08

| Quisal pestmark 23-10-08

ADDIS ABEBA:THE NEW | 3
ARADA AUXILIARY OFFICE | |
AND THE MAIN POST OFFICE | |

On 20th of July 1908 a new Post |
Office was created at Arada,|
“Place du Marché” (Market Place) |
by Mr. Roque. Mr. Maure was en- |
trusted to manage it. It was sup- | |
plied with stamps and postal ma- | §
terial, included the postmark’
"ADDIS-ABABA POSTES" type
ll, previously in use at the Ad- | W8
dis Abeba Post Office. g
Mail originated from the Arada &=
Post Office can be recognized
only by that postmark since 20th ' §
July 1908, |

The Addis Abeba Post Office be- '{f "E: g__Emwfiife&nl'lfﬂh\:(ffmm.g {!k i__: i
f &

A

he Main Post FEEE. B VRIS St Sl
:f.;r:?ntauegu;t:d F;Tmemg:p::ﬁ P A be & \‘Lg LR 3 - 't:‘,,‘-‘* | Violet scaf of Guebe
o -}‘5 e - p‘ t _E;-‘t‘} l'l.‘ 3 E = 2l —
on 1st August 1908. | Lo ‘1{:\‘ E’%fl Xy 3, X, (3 C N | Cosiabbion Raad, pows
| ) - W N | at phgoician of Menelif,
CEE Da A Tk oy b | otptpotcanof

| ¢ Semali Coast franking: 35c¢. (1903)
| canceled “ADIS-ABEBA* Type |
| Owival pestmark 23-10-08

: | | Poot Cffice, pastcard sent by M
T e b SR i = I Smh,f&epwhm,fﬂﬁid“‘ﬁfﬂ-



. “PERIOD JUNE-OCTOBER 1508
POSTAL RATES - FRANCO COLONIAL LETTER

mm—r, S

Haveaxr te Cendeissiat
| Departuse: 5-9-08
| Ethiapian franfiing: 1 Piastre

oSl | %x. Somali Coast franbing:
f:‘-.?;f'.::.“x.l-.'\l‘ ! 10 c. (1903 boue)

1—':1 }:; £ | Both canceled:“HARRAR
N\ dgmwm:z“,f e 9' /?ézm%f | POSTES” Jype

I%;jf//é/wM éi‘:ﬁiﬁ:jj-ﬂ-ﬂ
e R M@Z/% wr Mmdm-m

e

REGISTERED FRANCO COLONIAL LETTER (Double weight unit)

=  Hawarx to Condeissia
(France)

| Departure: 29-8-08

| Ethinpian franfing:
{4 g (1894 isoue)
1 (2. fox 2 weight units, 2
 fox intewnal Registrxation )
| Fe. Semali Coast franfing
| 45 (1902 issue)

| 1 (20 c. for 2 weight units
_' 1 25 ¢. for extexnal Regist.)
(U canceled:

. “HARRAR  POSTES
CTypell
' Qwival : 13-9-08
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THE ADMISSION OF ETHIOPA TO UPU.
THE ETHIOPIAN IMPERIAL POST (From November 1908 into February 1909)

Ethiopia was admitted to U.P.U. on 1st November 1908. Ethiopian stamps became valid for mail to
abroad. Since the new set of stamps printed according to the U.P.U. rules did not arrive in time the old
1894 set was once more overprinted in Latin characters, as requested by U.P.U. regulations. Piastre
was the current denomination for guerche, and 1 Piastre corresponded to 1 guerche.

As the new definitive set of stamps arrived in late February 1909, up to that date the provisional Pias-
tre issue, also called “U.P.U. issue” was the only possible franking in Ethiopia. We can consider that
months as the period of the entering of Ethiopia into U.P.U. New postal rates were introduced, the:
most common:

2 Piastres (or guerches) for letter to abroad up to 20 grams, 1 Piastre per additional 20 grams
1/2 Piastre for postcard to abroad

1 Piastre for domestic and to Djibouti letter up to 20 grams, 1 Piastre per additional 20 grams
2 Piastre for Registration

POSTAL RATES - LETTER TO ABROAD

Faray to Paxis

Fuanking: 2 Piastes
Canceled “HARRAR
POSTES” type| 7-11-05

Fuansit Diibouti 10-11-08
Ne awival pestmask

7th Novembien 1908, eartiest hnown date of postmarks en covers fovwanded from Ethi-
epia with Cthiopian [xanking alone, aftex the enteving of Ethiopia inte U.P.U.
This cover was fouvanded by 7. Guiflet, the Haviax pestmaster.



THE ETHIOPIAN IMPERIAL POST (From November 1908 into February 1909)

POSTAL RATES

DOMESTIC LETTER

e
:’ _92 &rﬁ L 7 ;p

REGISTERED LETTER TO ABROAD

Harax to Addis (hefia

Franking: 1 Fiastres
Canceled “HARRAR
POSTES” type |
26.12-08

(uwnival postmank 3-1-09

Fanax to Gendue
Franking: 4 Fiastres

(2 Piastrves pestal vate +
2 Piastres Registyation)
Canceled “HARRAR
POSTES” type Il

| 14-11.08

Urnival 4-12-08




-THE ETHIOPIAN IMPERIAL POST (From November 1908 into February 1909)

POSTAL RATES
POST CARD TO ABROAD

TS,

TIRR i | — Manseifle
i ; \b#'__" "{&-‘P E
' HARAR CARTES P .“Sgiﬁﬁg E | Franking: 112 Piastwe
i e cité est exelusivement ¥ _ﬁj{a.'a'r 7] ! f canceled
: e e ¥  “HARRAR POSTES* Type I
| B : | | 16.12-08
B ela .. Ve, S | E—————
| & 1
. 1|.|--l\i st .-"'/ d ‘:
Gl o N MOl 1
r {0 i
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PUST CARD WITHDUT TEXT TD AERDAD INCOMING COVER FROM JERUSALEM

O ae:r//'{ “"*/’“““".H

o p e
M éféé 1

jﬁwua!m} M:ﬁe:‘?ﬁtmmm
franking 5 centimes on 5 Pf. GPOMurkey
Tuansit Djifiouti 1-1-09 Awival 9-1-09

: ﬂm&fﬂm 16-10-1908  Fasteaxd sent 8y Mx. Seuxin,
! i?mn&mg 1{# Piastre. the (lddis (Tefa postmastex, ta

]

| cancefed “HARAR* Type Il fis wife with enly date and
- Ne amival pestmark signatuve on the front side,




