POSTAL HISTORY OF THE ITALIAN SOCIAL REPUBLIC 1943 - 1945

The purpose of this exhibit is to illustrate the postal history of the Italian Social Republic by
showing postal documents that witness the usual function of its postal services, as well as the
ones affected by special circumstances related to war.

In mid-1943 Allies started occupying Sicily and Southern Italy. It then became obvious that the
war was not going well, and that a peace treaty was necessary to save what was salvageable.
Mussolini was arrested by some hierarchs of the Italian Fascist Party in July 1943. An armistice
was signed between Allies and Italian Kingdom confined to South, effective 8 September 1943.
Germans, who were not consulted about the Armistice, took Mussolini out of imprisonment
with a paratrooper operation, and a separate state in northern Italy (Repubblica Sociale Italiana
= RSI) was established on 23 September 1943. By then, the German Army had already
occupied the Northern and Central Italy, in addition to surrounding and threatening the Italian
forces outside the Italian mainland, as well as outside places with Italian presence, such as
Greece, Aegean Islands, Croatia, etc.

The new state initially used the Italian Kingdom stamps, postal structures and regulations.
Some changes were required based on the needs of war, resource constraints and unavailable
routes, as well as German takeover.

The efforts to transport mail conflicted with the realities of war. These caused some creative
mail payment and transport methods.

The rates were Kingdom rates until 1 October 1944, when a new fee schedule came in effect.
Details of fee schedules are shown as the exhibit progresses.

Map of the RSI

PLAN

I- Newly-proclaimed Republic
a)Early mail
b)Blocked Postal Routes
Il - Basic services and discounts
Il - Additional and collateral services
[V - Central Italy
Border moving North until winter of 1944
V - Outside offices and territories:
a)Betasom (France)
b)Aegean Islands
V- OZAK & OZAV
German-occupied Italian lands
VIl - German-ltalian interaction in postal
services

VIl - Mail serving military personnel
Italian Field Post and civilian discounts for military

A: Borders when RSI was proclaimed, 23 IX - Unconventional ways to pay for mail
September 1943. Most cities close to this X - Local and private Eﬁgl services
gg'g‘:’"'::g::""dxa gt :‘ the time, and Xl - Partisan and combat-related mail

B: Juwu, en Allied advance started to XIl - International mail

slow down. a)Civilian Mail

C: October 1944, when front stabilized until the b)POW Mail

final Allied attack of April 1945. The only Xlll - End of The Italian Social Republic
excor_tnor_\ was Ravenna (b/ue arrow), occupied

by Allies in December 1944

The material with expert’s certificates are marked by a C under the explanation



Newly Proclaimed Republic

Rate schedules, rules and regulations initially followed those of the Kingdom of Italy

100c (centesimi) = 1L (Lira).

50% discounts were allowed for mail between municipal offices and same-district civilian mail.
Government correspondence was free for basic services, but additional services were to be added in full.
Air mail was not operational as of 23 September 1943. Domestic air mail could never be reestablished. Very
limited international air mail with German support became available erratically, in 1944.

International mail (postcards and letters only) reestablished slowly, with limitations, in January 1944.

Postcards 30c

Letters 50c

Printed Matter 10c

Official Forms 60c up to 200 grams
Registration Fee 1.25L regular. 60c unsealed
Express Fee 1.25L
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Postcard sent from Venice to Verona on 23 September 1943, the day
of the proclamation of the RSI. Franked 30c for Schedule A postcard.
This is a capture notification, sent by Catholic volunteers, to the family
of an ltalian soldier made prisoner by Germans



l.a Internal Mail

Express Postcard
from Littoria
(today Latina) to
Finalborgo,
Savona.

Mailed on

24 September
1943, arrived on
the 27th.
Franked 30c for
postcard and
1.25L for express,
total 1.55L

Red Cross correspondence from Udine to Brescia. Free official mail. Oval mark as proof of free mail, and linear
“Notizie Prigionieri di Guerra” (POW News) accessory mark. Sent on 27 September 1943, arrived on the 29th.



Blocked North to South Border

Urania 2972 V182

* *Fiume
Milan Fiu

\ Gothic \ulw'

ictober 1943

"\ Naples* grindisi

/) 1. F. luglio
1980- XVl

Postcard from Fiume
(today Rijeka in Croatia)
to Naples. Mailed on 24
September. Intercepted
by the Allies en-route,
arrived on 19 April 1944,
in Naples under Allied

N occupation. Purple ACS
(Allied Censor Services)
mark. Free official mail.
Naples was claimed by
RSI as own territory for
eight days, 23 to 30

- »  September 1943
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‘O(‘.ll'r.\ ANONIMA ITALIANA PER LASSICURAZIONE SULLA VITA
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Registered cover ¢ N
SEDE IN MILANO — VIA SANTA MARGHERITA N.

from Milan to
Brindisi, Southern
territory outside RSI.
Mailed on

1 October 1943,
Returned to sender,
back in Milan on

22 November.

RACCOMANDATA

1.25L registration +
50c letter = 1.75L

Signor

Milan arrival postmark
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I.b

Blocked International Routes

International mail was immediately suspended after Armistice of 8 September 1943, and was not reestablished
until 15 January 1944. No clear rules were issued regarding processing of mail during the suspension period.

It is the exhibitor’s conclusion from personal research that private correspondence was returned to sender.
POW.-related International Red Cross mail was held until mail exchange was reestablished.

PAOLO PANIZZA
GENOVA

Via Petrarca N. 2

Telegramm!: PANIZZA - Genova
N. 55-390

Telefono

Jfsw)

Registered to
Red Cross
Switzerland
from Pisa.

30 October
1943. Held
and delivered
on 21 May
1944,
German
Censorship
tape applied
at Munich
office: “(d)"
imprinted on
the tape.
Franked 2.75L:
1.25L letter +
1.5L
registration.

- ~~

Arrival mark

Postcard from Genova
to Switzerland.

5 October 1943.

Marks “Return to
sender” (AL MITTENTE),
and “suspended
service” (SERVIZIO
SOSPESQ). International
postcard fee was 75c.
Franked 80c, likely for
lack of 25¢ stamps.

Handwritten on reverse:
Returned on 2 February 44



I Basic Domestic Services and Discounts

Basic postal services were letter, postcard, official letters, printed mail, with discounts. There were two rate schedules.
The first one was a continuation of the Kingdom rate schedule. Some services available in Kingdom were suspended
during the War. One example is presented below. Second schedule was effective as of 1 October 1944,

Discounts: 50% within same postal district, 50% between municipalities (by decree), 50% to and from hospitals (de-
facto), 100% (free) for enlisted men, 50% for officers. Discounts were only for base services. Additional services were
charged in full. Some previously available discounts were suspended in RSI period, such as book order postcards and
invoices. These were accepted without discount, as a postcard or letter. There was no domestic air mail in RSI.
Postage Due:

1- Penalty postage due was double the missing amount.

2-"Tassa semplice”= “Simple Tax" = “postage due without penalty” meant the original fee was to be paid by the
recipient without penalty. In Kingdom, this method was used to pass on the official fees to private citizens. In RSI, this
method was also used when lack of franking was justifiable due to stamp shortages.

Schedule A from Proclamation Schedule B from 1 October 1944
Postcards 30c 50¢
Letters 50¢ 1L
Printed Matter 10c 20c
Official Forms 60c 1.20L
Registration Fee 1.25L 1.50L
Unsealed Registration 60c Full 1.50L. Discount abolished.
Express Fee 1.25L 2.50L
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Invoice from Motta di Livenza to S Polo di Piave. Franked 30c, (suspended) invoice rate. The postal
employee returned the document to the sender, asking that additional stamp be applied for total 50c.
Handwritten “Al mittente per migliore affrancatura” (to the sender for better franking) on the u
border. Additional 20c stamp was applied. The dates of the two postmarks are 10 July 1944 for Oc
and 11 July for the 20c. Arrival record is official seal dated 15 July 1944, inside.



" Ordinary Letters in Schedule A

Domestic letter
Milan to
Brescia,
Franked 50c¢,

9 September e —
1944,
Uncommon
early single use
of 50c in
schedule A,
issued in
August 1944

Arrival mark

“BASSANINI,,

SOCIETA PER IMPRESE DI COSTRUZIONI |75
MILANO - Via Morozzo della Rocco, 5
Totef, 42.271
INDIRIZZO PROVVISORIO
5. AMBROGIO OLONA - (Varese)
VIA LAZZARO PAPL 11 - Tel 26-51

Domestic letter
within the city of
Milan, dated 29
September 1944,
Franked 25¢, 50%
discount for same
district. Manual
“ANNULLATO"
(cancelled) mark
used to complete
the machine
cancellation that
failed to hit the
stamp.



] Ordinary Letters in Schedule B

Lettercard from
Milan to
Piacenza,
mailed on 6
December
1944, Censor
mark of
Piacenza, 22R,
applied on
3 arrival.

3 1 Lira as
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Cover from
Milan to
Legnano. Date
24 April 1945,
final day the RSI
postal services
remained
functional in
Milan. The
anti-fascist
insurrection
started the
next day.
Delivered

2 May 1945.
1L letter.

Not censored.




Cover from
Vallemosso to
Biella, dated 16
May 1944,
Schedule A.

Lack of stamps at
origin handwritten
on right upper
corner. A large TS
mark applied by
the accepting

stamp on arrival,
17 May 1944,
Regular letter
without penalty

Postage Due Ordinary Letters

Cover from Treviso
to Venice, 28 April
1945. Revenue
stamps used for
1L Schedule B fee,
but not accepted.
Ordinary stamps
used as postage
due for 2L with
penalty. Cancelled
with linear “Per
Segnatasse”

(for postage due)
mark of Venice.
Censor mark and
tape on the left
border.




I Postcards in Schedule A

Same-district
postcard within
the city of Milan,
14 February1944.
Franked 15c¢, 50%
discount on 30c
rate, postmarked
by the private
agency postmark : CORSERA 271 S.
of the newspaper ®

“Corriere della

Sera”. Sent to the

newspaper by the

customer. The

newspaper’s

E?’E‘:\:c:y;mitas ~/)/' 3///%/‘1 ’/7(/?/ MILANDO

CORSO SEMPIONE N. 2 TELEF

Postcard
from Pavia to
Bologna,
franked 30c,
%' . dated 1 June
M W Wq 1944,

This 30c stamp
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Postcards in Schedule B

Paid phone bill,
same-district
postcard within
Abbiategrasso.
50% discount on
50c¢. Bisect 50¢
stamp for 25¢.
One of the two
known 50c¢
bisects, both
from same
correspondence
same day.

Date:

19 April 1945

Postcard from
Pavia to
Genova, dated
21 December
1944. Franked
50c for a
domestic
postcard. The
stamp under the
postmarked one
shows traces of
a postmark.
Covered with
another 50c
stamp before
mailing.
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" Postage Due Postcards

Postcard from
Brescia to Seren
De Grappa,
dated 13 June
1944,

Schedule A
Linear purple
mark “Zona
sprovvista di
francobolli”
(area not
supplied with
stamps).

The explanation
was accepted
and a 30c stamp
applied on
arrival, 16 June,
without penalty.

Postcard from
Malborghetto to
Teolo, mailed on
1 October 1944,
first day of
Schedule B.
Dropped in the
mail without
stamps, and taxed
on arrival with 1L
ordinary stamps
used as postage
due, (50c x 2 as
penalty postage
due).

Arrived on

9 October 1944
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I Printed Matter

Printed matter from Pavia to Travaccod Siccomario. Official correspondence.
Sent on 29 September 1944. Arrival date 1 October, handwritten inside.
Rare use of the 10c stamp in Schedule A. It was only possible between
18 and 30 September 1944

C

(fugunmy) — Gugmo e

Official correspondence from Genova, date 21 December 1944, to Diano Castello.
Schedule B printed matter rate 20c. Arrived 3 January 1945



I Printed Matter Equivalents

Official form Pozzonovo to Tribano. Arrived on 16 March 1945, Franked 5c: erroneously discounted twice
over the base rate of 20c (50% for municipal office correspondence, and 50% for same-district).
The three-line purple mark attests the correspondence is equivalent to printed matter by decree

“£' Abetina ,,

CASA DI CURA PER AMMALAT! DI PETTO

//ll’//,

@’.&/i/u/u 7/1/:/'1///"//' /\‘u.w-i.s-/r/':/ﬂ//r/ /1/)/'/‘/)/'(/1'//::1 '/m-ia/p

4 J o
TIRAN « RONDAIO. ON e

Official correspondence from a hospital at Abetina to Milano, dated 26 October 1944, arrived on the
31st as noted on the institutional handstamp. Franked as printed matter with 10c in Schedule B (50%
discount over 20c base rate) and not contested.

Hospitals’ claims for the 50% municipal discount were tolerated, despite lack of supporting regulations.



" Municipal Mail
This could be regular mail with discounts, or official printed forms with filled blanks (manoscritti). Private use
of the latter was possible, but weight limits were lower, and did not make sense outside government offices

-

Comune di CERRIONE
Provincia di _VER'-‘ ,n.l ‘

ANAGRAFE

Official forms from Cerrione to Verrona, 14 June 1944. 60c reduced by 50% to 30c for municipal mail.
60c was higher than 50c letter, but base weight was 200 grams for official mail, instead of twenty

Cover Borghetto to St Angelo Lodigliano, 23 September 1944, Base fee S0c letter with
Schedule A, reduced to 25¢ for municipal mail, tripled for three times regular weight to 75¢



Vil Additional and Collateral Services

The two main additional services were Express and Registration.

Express was carried the same as regular mail in separate bags, was delivered as soon as arrived at the post
office.Collateral services illustrated here are poste restante, authorized delivery by private means, return
receipt and cash on delivery. International services are shown under international correspondence

Some previously available discounts were suspended in RSI period, such as Braille correspondence. These mail
pieces were still accepted, but without discount, as a postcard or a letter. Shown below is a rare example of a
mailpiece that was accepted despite service being suspended.

Schedule A from Proclamation Schedule B from 1 October 1944

Registration Fee 1.25L 1.50L
Express Fee 1.25L 2.50L
Authorized Private Delivery 10c 20c
Return Receipt Fee 50c 1L

Poste Restante Fee 15¢ upfront, or 25¢ by recipient 25c¢ upfront, or 50c by recipient

Blind person correspondence written in Braille alphabet, from Venice, date 3 March 1944. Kingdom period
discounted rate of 5¢ was suspended in RSI. This letter was supposed to be franked 50c as a letter



[} Registration in Schedule A
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Registered
same-
district
letter within
thecityof All'ufficio del Genio Civile
Imperia:

25¢ :
discounted
letter +

1.25L
registration.
Date: t
11 August .
1944

Registered
letter from
Milan to

Stresa
Borromeo,
mailed on 24
January 1944,
arrived on
25th. Franked
1.75L (S0c
letter + 1.25L
registration)
with
Francotyp
brand meter
mark




———

Prof. Reg. ROBERTO AZZALI

PIAZZA CALDERTNANS ¢

Registered
letter from
Finale Ligure
to Genova.
Date 7 April
1945. Transit
from Savona
the same day,
and arrival

on 9 April.
Franked 2.5L,
1L letter, 1.5L
registration.
Censor tape
and marks of
Genova

BOLOGNA nz;g

Telefono 22160

:
|
ELLA COCCAPANI
V

)

Registration in Schedule B

¥toLt
«

&N

AL N
MUS\
o

a Marchetti 7

.BOLOGNA

53

Registered letter
within the city of
Bologna on 4
February 1945.
Franked 2L: 50c
same-district
letter + 1.50L
registration.
Returned with
“AL MITTENTE"
(to sender) and
"COMPIUTA
GIACENZA"
(waiting period
ended) marks.
Date of return:
28 February 1945




n Registered Postcards in Schedule B

Registered
postcard within
the city of Turin.
Date 5 April
1945.

Franked 1.75L:
25¢ same-district
card, 1.5L
registration

The 75¢ stamp
on the right is
second printing,
without
watermark.
Extremely rare
use in RSI due

to limited
distribution.
C
“‘R. PRE"
/o "UL RegiSte'ed
V) postcard Vipiteno
W (Mol M to Campo di
/S — Trens. 14 March
s ‘ 1945, returned to
Avviso di comparizic S " . e ~ & 22224 me;m:fd 2L:
sta di Infortunio sul lavoro del- 50c¢ ;;ostcard + .
Foperalo, 1.50L registration.
'\w‘&./, . &6(¢/

g . ' /
’ Pty - . o W ‘ 4 LY s p S
ey bk : —

Pronss < Momen 8. A. (T98) 7 o Arrival mark



] Registration Paid by Recipient

T e
MINISTERD DELL' ECORGNA CORPORATH
Sorvizi delie tndust /o Liiative
DISTREITO MINERAZ'O LI MILA

Nt Pl

CABIATE

4‘ "7! .': i‘-.‘ (--‘ - --ng..-.)

Registered official form from Rovato to Cabiate, fee paid by recipient without penalty (T.S.), 75¢
on arrival: 15¢ discounted official form + 60c unsealed registration (Schedule A). Sent on 6
September 1944, arrived on the 7th. Rare example of 75¢ single franking, especially on arrival.

Registered letter from Milan to Siena, 1.75L (50c letter + 1.25L registration Schedule A)
gaid by the recipient. Postage due stamps cancelled by the mail carrier of Siena (Siena
ortalettere). Mailed on 21 December 1943, arrived on 3 January 1944



Express Schedule A

Express mail was carried as ordinary mail, but in separate bags. Upon arrival at the post office,
express was delivered with a courier, regardless of the delivery schedule for ordinary mail.

Express cover
from Cittiglio
to Biella. Date
26 July 1944,
arrival 28 July.
50c cover +
1.25L
express=

1. 750

Express
Postcard,
Torviana to
Mercato
Saraceno, with
Rimini transit.
Date:

30 October
1943, arrival

2 November.
30c postcard +
1.25L express
fee = 1.55L.

Fratelli Balduini

i, IQ

BRENTA DI CIT,’]‘)
g 27 RIS\n iKY S

ok

ESEPRESSQO

Spettabile Cappellificio

Go. CANOFWA

BIELLA




1] Express Services, Out of Range, Schedule A

In case the express mail had to be delivered outside the city limits, the recipient was to be charged additional 40c for every
500 meters (1/3mi) the courier had to walk. 500m outside the limit was charged as 80c for a total 1000m courier trip.

o i

el '
-

FALCONE DOTT. CARLO
TORING « VIA MANIA YITTOKRIA, B

TRLEF. ss.270

* SPRESSO"

SIGG FRATELLI  SANQUSTK

87 lungomare Regina Elena

TRIBSTE = BARCOLA

Express letter from Turin to Barcola, a maritime neighborhood of Trieste.
The Lungomare (Beachfront) is farther outside the city.

Additional express delivery fee charged 40c x 2 = 80c.

The fee was 50c letter + 1.25L express = 1.75L. Franked 1.90L

Mailed on 3 August 1944, arrived on the 8th



Express letter
from Milan to

Fossano (Cuneo).

Franked 3.50 L
for 1L letter +
2.50L express.
Date: 20 March
1944, arrived on
22 March
Important cover
with rare use of
3L stamp in RSI

« "'
53
Arrival mark

Vi | A teglei 5~

7

Express in Schedule B

Postcard from Ghirla
to Bologna, mailed
on 5 October 1944,
The 50c stamp
covers the picture of
the King. The card
was no longer valid
as a prepaid postal
stationery; used as
ordinary card only.
50c postcard + 2.50L
express = 3L




] Insufficient Franking of Express Mail
Prepayment of the express fee was mandatory. This fee could not be transferred to the recipient as
postage due. The base fee could be postage due, once the express fee was paid. Post office was
given the option to process such mail as ordinary, without applying postage due.

Express cover
from Milan to
Brescia.
Franked 2.55L.
Required 3.50L
Express fee
(2.5L) paid,
handwritten
“L2" to show
taxation of the
letter fee, but
later processed
as ordinary
|etter. Date:

19 March 1945
Arrived on the
20th

Arrival mark
“Brescia Ordinarie”

Express cover
from Intra to
Biella. Franked
3L instead of
3.50. Postage
due 1L, missing
S0cx2.
Schedule B .
Date 16 April

| 1945. Delivered
on 22 May,
after the end of
RSI.

Very rare

T example of the
| 3L stamp used
| in RSI period

BIELLA

Casella Postale N. 44




1] Express and Registered Combination

i,

Unusual rate of
4.50L, same
district registered
express letter
within the city of
Milan. 50c same-
district letter +
1.5L registration
+2.50L express.
Schedule B.
Milan Censor
tape. Date:

26 March 1945
Very rare
combination of
1.25L and 3L
denominations,
already rare
when used
individually

A oy
=
W3z |
©
(-4
'.'if '
/

ev.ma Superiora della Caritd ¢

S.Lazzaro-Alberoni g e

/vzuor Toresa SILVA L A
3. Istituto Pupilli della Patria » v

Registered
Express cover
from Milan to
Piacenza. Date
26 March 1945,
arrival 30 March.
1L letter + 1.50L

registration +
2.50L express
= 5L. Schedule
B. Censor mark
(92R) and tape
of Piacenza are
seen
C



] “Outside the Bag” Transport Privilege
Newspapers were entitled to have their mail carried with first available transport means “outside the bag’,
without having to wait for the next mail bag to be filled. There was no additional charge for this privilege.

Ordinary letter,
with special
envelope FUORI
SACCO (outside
the bag) from
Milan to Turin,
to a Sports
Newspaper.
Date: 15 March
1944, which is
also the last day

_ @Gazzetta dello s M
stamp with the

King's portrait
without the
overprint.

‘ * m’n rmam gcofcu:g:)lae A letter.

"o z
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TESPREIIO

Impresa C. F. GENTA

TORINO
Yia Barbaroux - “/Q
Telef, 46.018
Express letter from
a funeral home in
Turin to a Spett. s
newspaper in Redazione del Gioruu

Milan, declared to

contain “urgent

obituaries’ CORRIERE DEI.I. SERA
(Necrologia

urgente).

3.5L for express

letter.

Date:

25 November 1944

FUORI SACCO

NECROLOGIA URGENTE MILANO




1]} Authorized Delivery (Recapito Autorizzato)

Some agencies were authorized to deliver correspondence inside the same postal
district. The charge was 10c with Schedule A, and 20c with Schedule B. Return
service was to be charged separately. Out-of-district mail was not authorized.

Letter within city of Milan. Delivery attempted by an authorized agency. Recipient was
unavailable, and the letter was returned to sender. 10c each way under Schedule A
e

Circolo Filologico Milanese (Milan Philological Society), was one of the
centers of anti-fascist resistance. Many members gave fake addresses



1] Authorized
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Delivery (Recapito Autorizzato)

Cover within
city of Milan
by authorized
private
delivery, with
rectangular
agency mark.
20 centesimi
for Schedule
B private
delivery fee.
Authorized
delivery was
supposed to
use its own
stamps, but
ordinary
stamps were
tolerated due
to shortages.

Local letter delivered by Municipality of Rovigo's own delivery system, 10c Schedule A



] Return Receipts

Return receipts (RR) were sent together with the mail, mostly stamped and even
postmarked in advance. There was no same-district discount for the RR. It was
possible to request RR to sent back registered, by adding stamps for the fee.
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Front of the registered cover, reduced to 50% original size

RR registered cover from Vigevano to Como, returned to sender. Date 27 February
1945. Prepaid RR, cancelled at the origin post office attached to the cover. 2.50L
for registered letter (1L letter + 1.5L registration) and 1L for RR, Schedule B.



Return receipt of a
registered letter from
Susa to Ministry of
the Navy. Franked by
the sender using a
Francotyp brand
meter mark.

Date:

11 September 1944.
Received and
returned on

29 September.
Schedule A 50c fee.
Delivery marked by
Posta da Campo
(Field Post) 873

Return Receipts

Postal stationery
used
“homemade”
return receipt
for a registered
letter from
Tambre d'Alpago
to Farra
d'Alpago.

Date:

1 February 1945.
Franked 1L,
Schedule B:

30c Mazzini
postcard +

70c additional
stamps. .



] Insured Mail

.

Conte Dr.Ing.Calletti di S. Ippolito Cav,Uff.Enrico

Piazzale Piume n° 5§ e

Registered insured letter, from Maccagno to Milan. Mailed on 22 December, arrived 25 December 1944,
The Maccagno postmark on the stamps shows an erroneous year, 1934,

Franked S Lire. 37 grams = double weight of 20 g = 1L x 2 = 2 L Registration 1.50L + 75 ¢ for each 100L
insured = 1.50L. 2 + 1.50 + 1.50 = 5 L total.

This letter is also very important for showing three examples of second set 75¢ (unwatermarked)
Destroyed Monuments stamps. This stamp was almost never used in the RSI period, due to low demand
for the first set (watermarked) same denomination stamps.

The very rare situations of unwatermarked 75¢c on document usually include a single stamp. This
cover is exceptional for having more than one example.

C



Registered
official letter
From Milan
to Verona,
17L COD.
Date:

4 November
1944
Franked
3.70L:

1.20L official
forms,

1L COD fee,

1.50L
registration
Schedule B

Cash On Delivery

14 Lire COD
registered
letter from
Padova to
Dolo. Date:
2 August
1944,
Schedule A.
Franked
g

60c official
forms + 60c
unsealed
registration
+ 50c COD
fee.

\LI GIUDIZIARI




Poste Restante

Poste restante items were held at the postoffice to be picked up. Schedule A required 15c¢ if paid
upfront, and 30c if paid by the recipient. The fees were 30c and 50c, respectively, for Schedule B.

Cover from
Imperia to San
Remo, franked
65c¢: 50c letter
+ 15¢ Poste
Restante
upfront fee.
Date: 20 June
1944, arrival 24
June 1944

|-

3 - ’. ‘/'
%“F/

Arrival mark

-~
”

Wy

K

\

GENOVA
Casella Postale 186

PR
R OVigy

{
\

’ YRIVALDAVA AV L AMY VALYV UL

Egregio

% GOLDONI & 10DIO -

Signor

RAG. BARACCHINI ANTONIO

Ferno Posta

TORINO

The “impossible”
combination of
Express and PR.
The former meant
priority delivery,
and latter “keep
without delivery”.
Postal regulations
state nothing was
needed above
express fee. Very
few letters with
both services
paid, which were
not necessary, are
known.

From Genova to
Turin. Date:

13 April 1944,
1.90L= 50c¢ letter,
1.25L express, 15¢
poste restante.
33R censor mark
of Turin with tape.



1] Ministry of Foreign Affairs as a Mailing Intermediary

T - Y ke R i o T

Folded message
form, mailed as

'mum GENERALE DITALIA letter, from RSI
onagp di Baviera 2/ Consulate in
Spediz. n. Z_ n.d' ord. Munich, Germany.

Sent to the Ministry

Al of Foreign Affairs
Comune di inside diplomatic
P PO T pouch. Mailed free
m FIT 1t LA from the Ministry
2 eEgLl &1 M post office to
‘@_ o B3} mgnicipality of
Bt el Buia i:'r:inistrative seal
Consolato Generale d’Italia O o
inside shows
@ Monaco di Baviera ( Udine ) 1 March 1945 as

date of arrival

tadio message
rom Japan,
ranscribed
ind mailed
rom Ministry
»f Foreign
\ffairs to the
elatives. 2.5L
egistered
etter: 1L letter
- 1.5L
egistration in
schedule B.
{andwritten
1ote on front:
'‘Received on

1 March
945"

N > . . ’ -A I .



v Central Italy, Rome

._”: \‘TF - !w. ‘
‘ v LEAUN
. b R RN D —

A T A A A A

: Y Las LA SBCy a8 5

: [ ’ 84 I AR i

, : v e =EON . g
G Tdrs Livorno to Rome.
= Mailed ten days
. before Allies
entered the city,

/M/ intercepted an

several months

3 , 3 - marked with ACS
37 ‘z/ %&4‘— Allied censor mark.
p / ' il Apparently held for

1 Fobruary 1945.
Free official mail.

/
@‘~. l "’ s

Date received
handwritten on reverse

Cover from
Rome to
Verona.

Rome taken on
5 June, few
days after the
mailing date
30 May 1944,
Intercepted,
marked ACS
and held until
end of the war.
Returned to
sender from
Verona on 27
June 1945,
50c letter fee,
Schedule A

[w N
> K
K/1+»
o 27N 0
.~
el

Arrival mark




v Siena, Service Suspended for War

Official letter mailed from Milan to Siena on 21 June 1944, Returned to sender

(AL MITTENTE) due to service suspended (SERVIZIO SOSPESO).
German army withdrew north, leaving the city of Siena to Allies on 2 July 1944,
Franked 1.70L: 1.10L official forms with enclosure + 60c unsealed registration



v Pesaro, Central Italy

E;‘)\#o S
Y \*; o~
f 4 1;.) | T

Postcard from Cervia.
25 June 1944. Returned

for suspended service, .
combat ongoing for Signor wo 3# ’J—Lu.
several months. (<\

The city of S.Agata

Feltria (pr0vince_Pesaro) e/ ll ”/rrfﬂl'[

was taken by Allies on
21 September 1944,

30c for postcard
j 4 (, [j LA

“Prov J evare

On reverse:
Returned on 3 Auqust 1944

CONSORZIO COOPERATIVO FRA PRODUTTORI DI COMBUSTIBILI VEGETALI - Regisered e

Pesaro to
Fossombrone,
PESARO then returned.
C. P, C. Pesaro 16216 Via G. Giushi N. & s e le UG R Mailed on 13
e e June 1944,

SOCIETA ANONIMA COOPERATIVA)

> i

: ol <ATIe A mark. Returned
2ot/ UFFICIO REGISMRO di
" 2 0 1% ‘ ,/

28 September

. b ) on 31 March
. /) 1945 City of
S 1944,
50c letter, 1.25L
registration,
. CSI’7 1.75L total

p———— Intercepted by
Pesaro was taken
QA R(

LS : Allies en-route.
’\ Spett/ e 4@,\'\ Shows Allied ACS
by the Allies on
Cort

2585 _ﬁ : v

——

Arrival mark



v North-Central Italy

2
The border between RS| and Allied-occupied South stabilized in September 1944, 'J\f
at the “Gothic Line” (the green arrow). The last significant Allied conquest before

the final April offensive was Ravenna on Eastern coast, in December 1944,

———

’

ITALIA

_WoRD

An _é%

e Y, B C}:CC HI

MONTOPOLI
Empfangsort: - VAL DA '?/VO e

Bessities Gebiel | Sidnanireidr | Strage, 20, W N /
France mendionale

Territoire occuos
Nichizutretinnder ttreschen

Biller les moriions inutiles Kreis - / o /5 /9)

Gebihrenfreil

Registered cover
Faenza (Ravenna)
to Switzerland.
2.75L: 1.25
foreign letter +
1.50 registration.
Censored by RSI
in Ravenna (43R),
intercepted en-
route by Allies,
censored (blue
4078), arrived in
Rome on 6 July
1945, and
reached its
destination on

11 August 1945

Censorshlp mark
of Ravenna, 43R

Map not to scale,
locations are
approximative

Incoming POW
mail from

Stalag IVF, in
Hartmannsdorf,
Germany to Pisa.
Mailed on 9 May
1944. ACS (Allied




0,10 X 1,15 - 45000 - 11-1942 G. Ciulli

CARTOLINA POSTA:

North-Central Italy

S A .
i . b

v O el

e ______ 2 _____

AVVISO
DI RICEVIMENTO
O PAGAMENTO

Registered express
cover from Genova
to Livorno. Mailed
on 27 May 1944,
The purple
censorship mark
Nr 8005 belongs
to Livorno
censorship under
Southern
Administration,
evidence it was
processed after

19 July 1944, date
Livorno was taken
by the Allies.

r 'Hormyj;e ?S:
LivQuni,
.
A';\'ﬁﬂq <y R
Al Return receipt of a
registered letter
R. Arcispedale di S. Maria between Rignano
sull’Arno and
Nuova e Stabilimenti Riuniti Sy pemongs
‘ from Florence on
di ’ 11 July 1944,
f intercepted and held
FIRENZE by the Allies,

released on 4
January 1945.
Franked 50c.

City of Florence was
taken by the Allies
on 4 August 1944

Piazza S. Maria Nuova, 1

—

~—
e .

- “ :
5
:
X
>
¥

VERIFICATO
" PER CE* RA

7

E
Dott.

Via del Parco, 24

gregio Signor
TITO TORELLI

ARPT3NZA (Livorno)

Franked :L: t1.}5(')L ' R/ (CSFNOVA ,7 £ VERIFICATO
eavy letter triple e . !
weight (50c X 3) — 1881 I\ PER CENSURS

+1.25L registration
+ 1.25L express




V.a

Outside Territories: Submarine Base of Bordeaux (BETASOM)

JI— —
Arrival mark on reverse

The Command of the Italian Submarine Base of Bordeaux took sides with the Germans after the
Armistice, and was considered RSI territory. The correspondence was transported by military courier to
the naval base of La Spezia in Italy, then mailed to destination. This route explains both the absence of
German censorship marks, and relatively quick transport time. Internal postal rates applied.

Cover from BETASOM to Genova. Mailed on 9 March, arrived on 17 March 1944,

Franked properly for domestic letter, 50 centesimi, with one of the Base's own overprinted stamps
celebrating the proclamation of the RSI. The Base’s censorship marks are seen. Though the
motivation behind these overprints was philatelic, some stamps saw legitimate postal use.



V.b Outside Territories, Aegean Islands

Leros ruRKEY
* After the Armistice of 8 September 1943, the part of the Aegean Islands not

already occupied by Allies became RSI territory. RSI postal rates applied. Transport
was by air, as provided by Germans. Mail exchange was possible from February to

JM’ late September of 1944, Italian-German reply postcards were distributed, two each
s »r month, to adult residents of the Islands for mail exchange with Italian mainland.
4 e Sealed correspondence was discouraged and frequently refused.
SEA

TS SARTOLINA gOSTALE
S ‘CON RISPOSTA PAGATA

Reply postcard, first
part, from St. Maura,

> Island of Leros, to
et o S | Pistoia in ltaly. Mailed
5&‘: o S “ | on 4 February. Must
o e e = ' be one of the first
ey )X< ’ " R S gs ' batches of mail sent
— 2N A to Italy. 30c for
- § £ domestic postcard.

Censored in Munich
(Red Ad mark on
lower border).

Leros was
contested. It
changed hands
twice, ending back
with Italian-German
forces after a few
months under
British rule. Civilian
mail from this island
is very unusual.

T

CARTOLINA POSTAL

CON RISPOSTA PAGATA G

Reply postcard from
Rhodes to Cuneo
mailed on 13 April,
arrived on 23 June
1944,

30c for domestic
postcard, added
50c¢ for air mail
surcharge. Munich

censorship (Red Mattonte: O M
Ad). On the left, '7 . 2
blue arrival mark is gz«&o cteret

noted.
/&

£

IISOIE ITALUIANE DELL'EGEO




V.b Outside Territories, Aegean Islands

For postal censorship reasons, Germans discouraged sealed correspondence
from the Islands. Majority of known correspondence is on postcards. Only six
covers are recorded: two civilian letters, three Red Cross covers, and one
official form presented on next page. The mail exchange, carried by German
planes, was possible from February to September 1944

-_:’“};-”‘ 7 |
Cos* -~ 4’4‘

—— pa—

¢ ‘4’

—r ,—-—rv—-.' w

SR

-

g — ::'"‘- o - | Cover from Cos to Red
TN Mrf - Cross in Switzerland.

Franked 1.25L RSI
international letter rate.
Censored on the island
(blue rectangular mark),
then in Munich (swastika
with letter d on the tape,
left border). Mailed on 2
August, transit from
Rhodes on 31 August.

e

Tyl . O
” ‘:%y
on reverse

\
Rhodestnnsit

“——rr -~

. e
- 1 Gage . 3

o

\¢S
G

(BB

i

Cover from Rhodes to
a soldier in Como.
Forwarded to the new
unit, with handwritten
annotation.

German censorship in
Munich, with censor tape
and machine mark (Ad).
26 September is
probably the last date
for postal connection
with Italian mainland.
50c¢ air mail surcharge
only. Letters to soldiers
were free, additional
services charged in full.

.
-

R i s RN

: ..n. o.n.n.

POLIZLA oom'nwm
A — I

4M-ﬂ

U..D:'k‘w’ dbug, c_

cERYCBBJw .
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V.b

Mailed on 1 September 1943, from Cavaglioc d’Agogna.

This part folded inside when mailed from Rhodes.

> o
N LTS

s

G

Arrival mark. 23 June 1944

o Comune «

LN A _

Al M
S

Accidentally folded, passing through the
mechanical device used to mark the letters
“Censored” in Munich (Letter d under A)

Municipal information exchange
between Cavaglio d'Agogna
(Novara, Northern Italy) and Rhodes.
Mailed from Italy on 1 September
1943, shortly before RSI. Response
mailed from Rhodes on 26 April
1944, RSI period. Arrived on 23 June
1944, Censored in Munich, Germany.
Folded accidentally as shown above,
being passed by censorship.
Franked 25¢ each way for 50%
discounted municipal rate over 50c
for an ordinary letter. No air mail

fee added, but no doubt flown to
Munich with a German plane on the
way to Italy

Outside Territories, Aegean Islands

Exchange of population census information between municipalities was made with two-sided folded letters.
These were filled out, then franked on reverse and mailed back. Presented here is the only such document
known to have arrived in Northern Italy from The Aegean Islands in the RSI period

Comune di

Affari di Statistica

| w—— e —

Al Mun

B

icipio




Vi OZAK & OZAV
Germans occupied Northeast Italy with the Armistice. This was a dual administration with

German superiority. Lubiana was different, as presented later this section. - OZAV
OZAV: Operations Zone Alpen-Vorland OZAK Operations Zone Alpen-Kustland | BOTZANO— ~—
"R B e OZAK

~—

Lo Pk k.?f /24
Lo 'S s I0//e4

L -

CMREPOLINA POST v Comel

: ROVIGNO—« _
% A 2 DISTRIA_..
s | Rk
Haeu {2 wtreled Geaciels n Registered card from
y . Rovigno D'Istria
(OZAK) on 26

December 1944 to
Germany. Taken
directly to Germany
through German
censorship of Munich
(Red Ad and smaller
letters and numbers,
all German)
Franked 2.50L.
Calculated 1L card
+1.50L registration.
‘ 2L (50¢ +1.5L) would
have been enough,
e rates for Germany
S A were discounted.

Free mail from OZAV Commissioner in Bolzano to the mayor of city of Sarentino (Sarnthein), another city in OZAV.
Mailed on 7 February, arrived on 9 February 1945. German administrative offices were entitled to free mail.



Vi OZAK & OZAV

In OZAV area, Germans started their own postal system “Deutsche Dienstpost
Adria”. This was the region they hoped to annex into Germany after the war.

Civilians had a choice of using German or Italian mail. The German postal system { ONA,. -
rovided advantages for correspondence sent to Germany. p ":_m %
edicated periphery post offices were also established, though these were Mo VIt e | apame

mainly used for philatelic purposes. Use of the “Dienstpost Adria” for personal P iaae V™ b

correspondence was not the norm 2 Py L -

Leova iome

Lixcae

Registered letter from
Gemona del Friuli
(Udine) on 25 March
1944, to Germany.
Marked “Durch
Deutsche Dienstpost
Adria”. Taken directly to
Germany without Italian
censorship. Arrived on

2 April 1944, Eight days
is a fast transit time for a
letter to Germany by
Italian mail. Usual
expectation was 5-6
weeks or longer.
Franked 1L letter to
Germany + 1.5L
registration = 2.5L

Free mail to an
Italian officer, from
Riva del Garda,
mailed on 5 June
1944, Sent to
German Feldpost
81910A, serving
an artillery
regiment stationed
in Verona. The c

handwritten blue ’ -"’:—:-—-‘ 5
9/6 on the right f _/: _{ ) D

upper corner is - / Cj é /
almost certainly

the day it was > /
s _ J’{g%a/ 4




Vi LUBIANA

Province of Lubiana (today Ljubljana in Slovenia) was annexed in 1941. Germans Barte_t8 _’LUB'.ANA
occupied the province swiftly after the Armistice of 8 September. It was part of OZAK, "
with a much higher weight of German administration. Was claimed by RSI| as own : -
territory; mail to the province was considered domestic mail. -.
Postcard from
Lubiana to Florence.
Square PSSD and

number 11 censor
marks of Lubiana near
the stamps. “Nulla di
Censurabile”
(nothing that needs
censorship) linear
mark with round
censor mark of
Florence. Mailed on
10 December 1943,
arrived on 14
December.

Italian internal
postcard rate of 30c

IR
Express postcard Yi¢ P } ¥
from Padova ;t fi ) ' g
mailed on 16 face &'f e 14
March 1944, ‘?f Iy f 41 S Y
Linear Slovenian i v N f 3 ‘; % N
- « " 4] § .
:\da(;tgefthe " ‘l i i N t. 2 1 ‘~£ \.‘” !: i. z /t&a 1 'LZ Mw"‘/t-/.g,
“DOSTAVITI" N Y f? LEEE RN g 4
(can be ; 7\. % ? ¢ LE ; ;c ; :/f,_/ui oy
delivered), is . ¢ & 2 2 - \ & N
proof of arrival in f\r; ?\}E R E § ) i J 1 “DSVM
Lubiana. Franked i = = R 3 SRk
as internal mail, )i‘i \l ; ; {0 ¢ ; & \{ 2 I
30c postcard + : f 2 K o & t?
1.25L express. ﬁ S ;- ‘\\f' NT :‘ b.f ¢ % L o
A PR d ' 1 Z bty
FOIRCE U ERS A1 el
‘! ™9 ‘} L b 4



Vil

German-Italian Interaction

German presence was ubiquitous in the RSI. Italian military units were assigned German
8xxxx Feldpost (FP) numbers. Kev aovernment offices were overseen bv German officers.

Cover from an Italian
soldier, training in
Munsingen, Germany.
Feldpost 82012. An
Italian Anti-tank unit of
Monterosa Division.
Sent on 7 April 1944,
passed through Munich
censorship, arrived in
Modena on 22 April
1944, Franked 25c¢ for
discounted letter, stamp
canceled with FP mark.
The red circular
“Briefstempel” over the
“Ad"” Munich censorship
shows that stamp was
not needed

PN g //
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"l o 3
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Y
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<2 117’7W‘/ /'(Ja% ‘

.......

Registered cover
from Fonti Romane
della Fratta (Forli),
to the Treasury of
Bank of Italy in
Verona.

50c letter + 1.25L
registration = 1.75L
Arrived on 15 June
1944. Marked in
origin also with
“Dienstelle 07788"
belonging to the
German 278th
Infantry Division
stationed in Forli.
Probably German
unit oversaw the
operations, but did
not send the letter



German-Italian Interaction

Cover from Feldpost
80269, an RSI military
unit stationed in
m mtth within
city. Free through
Italian mail. Censored
in Cremona (purple
circular).
The linear
mark “ll comunismo
ia I'uomo della
sua liberta-Pio XI”
(Commnum takes the
Pius Xl) also appllo?

with the same ink as
the censor marks.




Cover from a civilian
worker in France.
Handwritten Feldpost
139218 assigned at
Organization Todt in
Marseille. Feldpost
was free mail, but the
absence of an official
German mark caused
postage due, though
at lower domestic
rate of 50c.
Arrived on
21 August 1944

C

German-Italian Interaction




Vil Mail For Military Personnel

Military Mail of Kingdom of Italy (Posta Militare=PM) was immediately disbanded following the Armistice. After few
months of chaos, “Posta da Campo” was formed, named after German “Feldpost”. Earliest known official memo
naming military mail as “Posta da Campo” is dated 21 December 1943. Some mail concentration centers were
established to gather and research destination for military mail. The system already existed in Kingdom, but the
purpose was routing of the mail, while RSI used the concentration centers when more research was needed.

lagnas ) “tasiems

Detail of front.
Handritten in red
says: “Back to
sender, PM 146
does not exist”.

Registered from Switzerland to PM 146. This unit was transferred to South before the Armistice,
and belonged to a co-belligerent Italian unit at the Allied side. Forwarded to RSI side by mistake,
sent to Alessandria for research at the Concentration Center. Marked with the rare “Posta da
Campo Concentramento 5200” postmark, then returned to sender.

The two dates of 5200, 19 and 23 August, must be the start and end dates of research process.
Mailed on 8 July 1944, transit from Munich censorship station (d under swastika) 10 August 1944,
back in Lugano, Switzerland on 1 September 1944



Vil Posta Militare 141

The name of the military post of the RSI was changed to “Posta da Campo” as Italian translation
of the German “Feldpost”. The only “Posta Militare” that was allowed to function, for about one
month, was Number 141, in Zara (Today Zadar, Croatia). When the Germans occupied the Province
of Zara, Italian soldiers stationed in this small province agreed to cooperate, were not taken
prisoners, and kept their usual duties until further orders were received.

PM M //l.'/l’ z

Sto bene, allendo nolizie.
Saluti cari.
allowed preprinted message.

Military Postcard, free mail, from a soldier with Posta Militare 141 to Belluno.
Mailed on 1 October 1943, one week after proclamation of the RSI.



Vil Posta da Campo

The four newly constituted RSI divisions were assigned German Feld numbers “8xxxx”. The new
postmarks showed Republican “Fascio”, and German style three digit “Kenn-Nummer” (identification
number that works in combination with Fel Number) before the date. The letters above the date
depicted the names of the divisions: A: San Marco B: Italia C: Monterosa D: Littorio. This system was
the same even when the divisions were outside the Italian soil for training or combat.

Gf’:'rnman stationery
Feldpost
86136E, mailed on
26 June 1944, Italia
Division (letter B),
1st Bersaglieri
regiment, 3rd
battalion 9th
company, in
training in
Heuberg, Germany.
The red “Ad" and
small rectangular

Letter from Fe
82012, also showing
Feld number
85996A, from
Division Monterosa
(letter C), 2nd Alpine
regiment anti-tank
company, Northern
nine mountains
close to the East
Coast of Italian
insula.

assed by civilian

censorship of

na
(Purple 41R on left).
Mailed on:
21 November 1944
Arrived on:
14 December 1944,
Free soldier mail

&

ASn P U R R




Vil

Cover to a soldier
in the RSI army,
sent on 30 August
1944, from Posta
da Campo 805 in
Parma to field post
751, in Bologna.
Returned to sender,
as recipient
transferred to
another unit (linear
purple mark).
Censored in
Cremona on transit
(censor 11R).
Franked 25¢ with
50% discount.
Could have been
sent free.

Stationary units, not directly assigned for combat,
were issued three-digit “Posta da Campo” numbers.

Posta da Campo

ACAN ;f/a

Cover from
Posta da
Campo 795,
Aerial Defense
Depot in
Milan, to city
of Milan.
Date 21
August 1944,
Free soldier
mail.



Vil

Military Discounts with Civilian Mail
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Poste restante postcard from Povo to Lonigo, 7 September 1944. The addressee is a “Hauptmann” (Captain),
an ltalian officer in German uniform. Correspondence to officers was entitled to 50% discount = 15c¢ for
postcard. The poste restante fee, paid by the sender, was 15¢. 15 + 15 = 30c. Unusual case of a

correspondence sent to an officer without using a military address.
One of the two known postcards using this fee combination

M 2
;
: .
B L ESPRTEADY ki s

Yo

from Comerio to soldier at barracks in Pizzighettone. 25 August 1944, arrived on the 29th.

Express :
Free letter for enlisted man, 1.25L for Express.
Important example of an express stamp single franking, possible for less than 4 months.



Unconventional Ways to Pay For Mail

Bulk payment forms, expired stamps, unintended uses of service stamps, as well as stampless cash
mtmmﬂhmhmhMbmmmkamemmwwm

Postcard from
Dronero to
Monza, 16 March
1944, paid 30c
(handwritten 0.30)
Schedule A with
oval PAGATO
(paid) mark. No
account number
on the card. Paid
cash for lack of

stamps

Letter within city
of Udine, 1 July
1944, franked
50c, also using
Kingdom stamps
that had expired
as of 30 June
1943. Not taxed.
C




IX

Same-district
postcard within
the city of Milan,
19 September
1944, Franked
15¢, 50% discount
on 30c rate
Schedule A, with
one 10c ordinary
and a parcel
stamp. Parcel
stamps were
allowed for
ordinary use from
January 1944,
due to shortages.
Early use of 10c
stamps; only 13
days possible in
Schedule A

Unintended Uses of Service Stamps

:,_LﬁlJ.!-{_’:i:Il - unnnp._;a'ﬂ . 1
SUGHERIFICIO . gl
DE FRANCISC LU

MIL AN O (arrorn
VIA P. ROSSI, 98 - TELEFONO N. 698-033

FABBRICA TURACCIOL!

Agglom. Sughero ASFALTATO g %
NATURALE e A‘ oA
-~ 24 4«9
2 AUTOESPANSO e L
SUGHERINA per GUARNIZIONI
DISCHI - COPPELLE
GRANULATI ecc.

Registered 1L letter, 1.5L registration, franked 2.5L with two Express stamps,
unintended use as ordinary stamps, 15 April 1945. Bresseo to Milan. Schedule B.



- forWl'tlo P.of of Mail
Public and private entities were al to open a postal account for wholesale payment

muail.The Serespc was sent sta with an account number, and the stamps for

the total were on a form at the end of the day. Postage due stamps were used.

Ordinary stamps were used with a T overprint when postage stamps were not available.

Example of

rd sent
using the postal
account for
wholesale mail

the city of Milan.

used in RS/

period.
o




Private Transport: Banca Commerciale Italiana

Financial services were affected by postal delays. Banca Commerciale Italiana (BCI) obtained
authorization to use its own contracted couriers for mail transport. Stamps were affixed regularly and
cancelled by the rectangular date stamp of the branch sending the correspondence. The approval
mark of branch officers had to be on reverse. Clients’ correspondence could also be carried. No
published fee schedule is known for this service. Explanation of fees paid is not always possible due
to the very small number of surviving postal documents, and lack of official publications

4 Authorization of the manager from
Venice branch, on reverse.

‘»Uiu:'.‘;.-a \ L ..

17 GENS

=174

, | AR e
gh o A’"'/I':

Spett. " IRREF I

Ufficio Presidenza

A" S.ALN:

GEROVA

P/zza De Ferraxi , 1 \ o
i

Cover from Venice to Genova, transported by the BCI Couriers on behalf of Tirrenia Bank. Handed over
to the postal service for local delivery in Genova. Franked 1.60L, stamps cancelled with rectangular
bank mark on 17 January 1945, then Genova postmark on 24 January 1945. 50c covers same-district
Schedule B letter. The 1.1L difference can be explained with theories such as heavy letter, authorized
delivery fee, etc. but a clear explanation does not seem possible unless new documents are discovered.



X Private Transportation Service “CORALIT”
Towards the end of the war, transportation of the civilian mail was impossible except for few main roads. The
authorized company “Corrieri Alta Italia = CORALIT” (Couriers of Northern Italy) was using bicycles, which
came in handy because of severe gas shortage. The basic rate was 14 Lire for first 50 grams, additional 14

Lire for every additional 20 grams, on top of the fee to be paid for postal services. RSI period mail is
characterized by a rubber stamp identifying the office, date of service, and fee paid, usually on reverse.

nn‘mn (( ALTA ITaLM
SERVIZIOD TRA

— o —

~£J§

=

Mark of Coralit Venice Branch and arrival postmark on reverse.

Cover from Venice to Rovigo, transported to Padova by CORALIT where it was mailed paying
2.50L for registered mail (1L letter + 1.5L registration), Schedule B. Handed in on 22 April. The
mailing date of 14 May is the end of the postal moratorium imposed by the Allied Government.
From Padova, the letter was taken to Rovigo, as confirmed by the postmark on reverse

C



X Municipal Delivery Services

Effects of the war on mail delivery caused some local municipalities to take incoming mail from the
nearest center and deliver it using their own devices. An additional fee was charged to the recipient.
Pinzano al Tagliamento is one of the examples. Local delivery was provided by bicycles. Services started
on 16 November 1944. All municipal delivery services were terminated by the decree of RSI Ministry of
Telecommunications, dated 10 April 1945.

Letter from
S. Vito al
Tagliamento to
Pinzano al
Tagliamento.
Franked 1L to
cover Schedule
B letter fee.
A 50c local
delivery stamp
paying for letter
delivery is seen.
C

Postcard from S
Vito to Pinzano
al Tagliamento
franked 50c,
Schedule B. The
25c¢ local
delivery stamp
pays the
postcard

delivery fee.
C




X Private and Local Issues

Some local administrations issued, or overprinted, own stamps for different reasons. Teramo did so for celebration
of the RSI, early in 1944. These stamps were not considered valid by the Postal Administration. Some genuinely
used documents for good-faith communication exchange are known.

Some postage stamps were overprinted by the municipality of Castiglione d'Intelvi, to charge for the cost of
resources that were assigned for mail transport, when postal administration could not provide. Most municipal
services were for incoming mail, but this municipality mainly used own stamps for outgoing correspondence.

Printed matter ,
from Teramo to ’l
Roseto Abruzzi,
mailed on 29
February 1944, |
returned to

sender. :
10c printed ‘
matter + 60c -
unsealed
registration=

70c local issue
stamps

Cover from
Castiglione
d'Intelvi to
Milan, 23
February 1945.
Franked 1L with
regular stamps
for letter, and 1L
overprinted for
transport fee.
Censored in
Milan, tape on
the right border.
Arrived on the
27th

-—

Arrival mark




Xl

Cross-Border Communication

For divided families at two sides of the border, there was no legal way of direct communication.
After liberation of Rome, The Vatican Radio agreed to transmit short personal messages from
civilians at the Allied side. These were taken down by Church volunteers at the RSI side, transcribed
on formulary letters prepared locally, and mailed to interested parties. This type of correspondence
was franked as postcards or letters. Donations sponsored this initiative.

Inside of the form, showing the provenience as
the Secretariat of State of His Holiness (Vatican)

Folded message form, mailed as ordinary letter, From Torino to Savigliano.
Franked 1L as a Schedule B letter. Formulary printed by Catholic Youth Society.



Xl

From Fiesso
Umbertano
(Rovigo) to

na.
Traveled through
Verona and
Modena, a long
route. The
shorter train
route through
Ferrara was not
available due to
Allied
bombardments
having destroyed
most railroads.

Protective

envelope
rovided by the
ostal

Administration

Probably

damaged

in Verona, taken

back to Modena

and processed,

then

sent to Bologna.

Arrived on

20 March 1945

Cover Damaged During Allied Air Attack

aR?
» N

-
4
(’ YT ;_.\‘]

Express letter
damaged during
Allied air attack,
with burns and
fallen, later
reaffixed, express
stamps. One 1 Lira
stamp seems to be
missing. Mailed on
25 February 1945.
Portion of reverse
with Verona transit
postmark shown
above.




XI Partisan State of Free Ossola

Several free zones were established by Partisans in summer and fall of 1944, following the liberation of
Rome, with the expectation of a quick German withdrawal from Italy. These lasted a few days to a few months.
All these territories were taken back by nazi-fascist troops by the end of October 1944.

Free State of Ossola is the only one, out of about twenty, known to have a postal history footprint.
Being located on the Swiss border, it also exchanged international mail. Was established on 4 September 1944
and occupied by RSI forces on 23 October 1944,

About two dozen documents are known from this state. The cover presented below is one of the
two known covers with government letterhead.

Copy of the transit mark. The town of Locarno
is just few miles across the Swiss border.

Cover with letterhead of the Government of Free Domodossola Zone, mailed to Postal Administration in
Bellinzona, Switzerland on 4 October 1944, Also shows an official seal of the Government used as a
censorship seal. Franked 1.25 Lire for an international letter. Carried across the border the same day.

C



Mail Rescued from Partisans by X MAS “Decima”

X MAS (Tenth Assault Vehicle Flotilla), was a marine unit in Kingdom. It was reestablished in RSI as a land force.
Between November 1944 and January 1945 it was deployed to Northeast Italy for anti-Partisan reprisals.
During one of the operations, a postal bag of civilian correspondence was recovered. The mail got marked
“CORRISPONDENZA SOTTRATTA DAI PARTIGIANI / E RICUPERATA DALLA X* FLOTT MAS" (Correspondence
Hijacked by Partisans and Recovered by Tenth Assault Vehicle Flotilla), then forwarded to destination.

Mail originated from Trieste - Fiume area between 10 and 14 November 1944, bear transit marks of Gorizia,
and appear delivered in January - February 1945. About fifteen pieces are known.

—————— - —e e U T T D O ——— ..
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Copy of front, about 55% of original size
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Express cover from Trieste to Ranica, province Bergamo, dated 14 November 1944, Transit mark
of Gorizia applied after being turned over to postal services. 3.50L for Schedule B Express letter.
C



Xl International Mail

Two main groups presented here are civilian and POW correspondence.

There was only one international rate period. Foreign rates did not change on 1 October 1944,

Civilan rates were also two groups, depending on participation in the European Postal Congress in Vienna, in 1942,
Italy had signed its final agreement, establishing discounted fees for a group of countries called “European Postal
Union” (EPU). This mainly consisted of Axis countries and their allies. The fees were as follows:

EPU members Others
Postcards 50c 75¢
Letters | F 1.25L
Express 2.50L for both
Registration 1.50L for both

Printed matter services were suspended. These were sent as letters or cards. France was considered German
territory. All letters were limited to 20 grams. Each additional 20g was 75¢, but 20g in the Kingdom rate schedule,
but 20g was maximum allowed in RSI. A rare exception is seen below.

POW forms to Swiss Red Cross were entitled to free basic international mail, with additional services to be paid if
requested. Confusion existed at the time. Many POW letters to Swiss red Cross were franked as international letters

3.‘.. ‘v-A--.....-y A e
i

-
Ve
n\ v
X

5 )
A

_W‘\ M &w»‘-\\”‘

Cover containing fifteen POW information request forms from Fiume (today Rijeka, Croatia) to Red Cross in
Geneva, Switzerland. Air Mail service was requested, but not possible.

Dated 7 October 1944. Sixteen 50c stamps for 8L: 1.25L for first 20 grams, then 75c for each 20 grams or
fraction, coming up to 180 to 200 grams. Plausible due to the number of the forms included.

Weight must have been tolerated for POW mail sent to the Red Cross. Only known examples with high amount
franking are a few Red Cross letters originating from Fiume.

Italian (Fiume) and German (Munich) censorship tapes and marks are seen. Six more stamps on reverse.

Highest possible international franking that respected the rules was 5.25L (registered express up to 20gr).



Parcel receipt

franked 13.75L,

Postal Parcels

Civilian mail international parcels were only allowed for Italian workers in Germany. The
nd had two portions.

rcel receipts consisted of a larger piece that traveled with the parcel, and a small receipt

portion kept by the sender. Stamps were dedicated to parcels a
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Xl

lL.a Mail to Germany

earawen
odi o~ Yo CARTOLIN
Postcard from S. “,\./ M : wa ok

Agata Feltrinese
to Munich,
Germany.

1 August 1944,
EPU postcard rate
of 50c. Italian
censorship marks
(purple, closer to
stamps) and
multiple German
censorship signs
of Munich are
seen.

ey (JWUSUAI iNt@Mational

: : Express letter from
""" S : S ‘ Bordighera to Berlin.
: 4 3 1L EPU letter, 1.50L
registration and 2.50L
Express = 5 L Total.
By this date, the
orange 2.5L Kingdom
Express stamps had
already been taken
from the post offices
for overprinting.
| There are only five
| more known
| international RS/
express letters
franked with this
stamp.
DATE: 15 January
1944, arrival 26
January. Red circular
“Ad" Censor mark of
Munich, ltalian censor
tape and marks.
Passed the border
before the official
mail opening date of
29 February 1944

| SN\ -
«)'v L ZA G0

W

J

AL -
(nwo aOACLO

4

L
!

Arrival mark




Xll.a Mail to France
France was not invited to EPU because it was “German territory”. Mail to France and Germany was to be
franked 1L. Confusion lingered until the end of the war. Letters to France were mostly franked 1.25L.

First day of issue,
25c stamp on
cover to Lyon.
1.25L for non-
EPU rate.
German
censorship tape
and markings of
Munich (Ad).
Important
example of the
25¢ stamp used
on 5 June 1944,
the day of issue.

Registered from Bolzano to Strasbourg, address written as “Germany”. Franked 2.60L: 1.5L o
registration, 1L for EPU letter, 10c excess. Sent on 3 November, reached the destination on -
the 13th. Returned to sender because the recipient had left the city. Strasbourg was taken

on 23 November 1944. One of the latest examples of RSI correspondence with Strasbourg.

German censorship of Munich (Ad) only, no Italian censorship. Bolzano was in OZAV (Section

IV). International mail was directly taken by German postal services. Arrival mark



RSI to Croatia (NDH). 26 August 1944, Same Day, Two Destinations

Registered
express from

Milan to Trebinje,

then Croatia,
today Bosnia &
Hercegovina.
Croatian mark
“Promet
Obustavijen
Natrag” (Service
suspended,
back to sender)
explains the
return. 5.25L is
correct non-EPU
fee. Some
remote parts of
Croatia, such as
Trebinje, could
not receive

mail because of
successful
Partizan activity.

' m n‘\‘q"i» Q«’\,o;‘t_,

Registered
express letter
from Venice to
Zagreb. Franked
SL: 1L EPU letter
(wrong), 1.5L
registration and
2.50L
international
express. |talian
censorship tape
and blue Italian
censor mark
(200R Venice).
The small green
number on the
right lower corner
is a German
censorship mark
from Vienna.
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Xll.a

Postcard from
Novara to
Goteborg,
Sweden. 75¢ non-

EPU postcard rate.

13 June 1944,
Purple Italian
(Novara 46R), red
German (Berlin
letter code b on
the sides of the
eagle) censorship
marks, and
chemical
censorship for
secret messages.

Denmark & Sweden

PERITO AGRIMENSORE
= UDINE
Via A. Zanon

//7//4

Ma,/‘éf Z/Zﬂé

TEFRL (BRI AN e

Registered cover
Udine to
Copenhagen,
Denmark. 8
February
1945.Franked
2.75L: 1.25L non-
EPU + 1.50L
re?istration. Purple
Italian (Udine -24R)
and red German
(Munich-d)
censorship marks,
also censorship

tapes.
Arrived 9 April

Arrival mark,
Branshej office
of Copenhagen.



Registered cover
Florence to
Apeldoorn,
Holland. 29 May

1944. 1.25L non-

EPU letter + 1.5L
registration =
2.75L

Purple round
censor mark of
Florence 40R,
German
censorship tape
and red circle
“Ad" censor
mark of Munich.
Arrived 14 June
1944

Arrival mark

[ ¢ ’ !
. ‘L(('t‘»\-.‘

Belgium & Holland

Registered cover
Novara to
Charleroi,
Belgium. Franked
2.8L: 1.25L non-
EPU + 1.50L
registration with
5c excess, likely
caused by the
lack of 10c
stamps.

31 July 1944,
Purple ltalian
(Novara, 46R)
and red German
(Munich)
censorship
marks, also
censorship tapes.

-




Xll.a

Bohemia and Moravia & Romania

Registered

from Belluno

to Olmutz,
Moravia. Today,
Olomouc, Czech
Republic.

25 August 1944,
2.50L: 1L EPU
letter + 1.5L
registration.
German censor
tape and
markings of
Munich “Ad”

Societa Nazionale di Trasporti Fratelli Gondrand

ANONIMA . CAPITALE L. 25.000.000 - SOTTOSCRITTO E VERSATO
SUCCURSALE DI TRIESTE

/
»

. ‘/(';, «;‘( /‘
NS,

J

Titl.

"GENERAL TRANSPORT" Allpgemeine Transports=
gesellschaft vorml.Albert CROSS

Strada 3redicesnu 2 o

Roumenia . 2

; T—

g ‘. . 1 4 \ ‘ - 4 e ’ C, R -
. V?w o P ?Ihl, o « ¥ ooy :-'I"{g‘li’}(”.i

Cover from
Trieste to
Timisoara,
Romania.
1.25L for non
EPU letter.
German
censorship
mark of
Vienna (g),
and Romania
censorship
mark on
arrival, 12
April 1944

s,

!

Romanian
censorship



Letter from
Milan to
Lovinobana,
Slovakia.
Franked 1L

for EPU letter.

Date:

20 June 1944
German
censorship:
mark and
tape of
Vienna (g)

Hungary and Slovakia

Registered card
from Cormons to
Papa, Hungary.
Date 28 March
1944, arrived on
4 May 1944
Franked 2.3L: 75¢
non-EPU card,
1.50L registration,
5c excess. Small
German censor
marks. Chemical
censor to detect
invisible ink, on
upper border.

Spettabile

DMTTA G. LAVELLI

RAPPRESENTANZE
Cl PER METALLURGIA
MATTONI - DINAS . CROMO

MATERIALI MAGNE

-. )
#OSSIDI MAGNESIA . MAGNESITE NATURALE

VIALE VERCELLINA, 1 - TEL A0L297

WESTBOHEMISOHE KAOLIN UND MAGNESITWERKE A.G,

LOVINOBAYNA(Slovacchia)

LR P T - P ¢ F ¥+ 3



Xll.a Liechtenstein & Monaco

Registered
letter from
Milan to Vaduz,
Liechtenstein.
Franked 2.50L=
1L EPU letter
(German
territory) +
1.50L
registration.
ltalian (Milan
81R) and
German
(Munich Ad)
censorshi
tapes an
censor marks.
Date: 9 June
1944, arrived
on 20 June.
Only three
covers known
from RSI to
Liechtenstein
C

Cover from
Arma di Taggia
to Montecarlo,
Monaco.
Franked 1.25L
non-EPU letter.
Mailed on 19
June 1944,
Passed through
Italian (Imperia)
and German
(Munich- Ad)
censors.

The connection
between RSI
and Monaco
was only open
from February
to August 1944.




Xlil.b

POW Destinations

POW correspondence was free if sent from surface. Air mail was possible, and required additional
stamps, depending on destination. The exchange was provided by Red Cross. Germans only
accepted Red Cross forms as incoming mail, while the Allied side allowed regular envelopes. Mail
to India is shown here as a rare example. POW mail bearing RSI stamps is very rare, also because
censorship routinely destroyed such mail, looking for hidden messages under the stamps.

_,7-‘" . o < ’\‘ \“
I‘, -

-~

Posta pé( /pﬂggo‘h[gh

P, POW letter from
\l“-:/ Forgaria nel Friuli
. to Bombay, India.
/;(:&::; ;«z;é i ,)/12/(' Sent air mail,
(Ura @ natario
; / , stamps taken out
L /‘é w by censor, who

(Cognome, nome, paternitd del destinatario)

Di seguito serivere:

applied its mark
Matricola N. [/ 2 : ol ;
Pm(;?uxxﬂxn‘j: GUERRA ,, oppuﬁmﬁﬁ cmu’ (?:t:/ 5) in place
of stamps.
’{f// /)W /;L :Zf-l-. del uéﬂé wez nq DOtQ:

Campo N.

(Riportare tutte le indicfizioni relative al numero
secondo le indicazioni fornite dal prlpunler | guerra o internato eivile)

POW letter from
Vercelli to Dehra
Dun, India, on 7
November 1944,
2.50L air mail fee.
Censorship mark of
Novara (46R) and
arrival British censor
mark of Dehra Dun
(DHN) are present.

11 October 1943

(Stato o Pacse &7 destinazione)

e %\ﬁimw« Won
Q’wdm Del- mTi N 134,




Xil.b

POW Mail to Germany

The soldiers of the Royal Italian Army who refused to join German cause after the Armistice of
8 September 1943, became prisoners of Germans. They were kept in the German POW camps

From Treviso to

iiak 3 a BT General
Posta Prigionieri=<di" (zuerra l-. l—, Government

Prisoner of War °N.

PRIGIONIERO DI GUERRA

Al Ferrenle. 345 /i}/
zfznafo/lo A{owéjo
/efcffdﬂww4égwﬁjhﬂ5-éZ#@ggZ%g?r

Lrale [y shi GG,

/;d scarole -

Camp N.

- &

0

POW card from
Pietra Ligure to
Dachau
Concentration
Camp in Germany.
15 January 1944.
Forwarded
through Italian
Red Cross office of
Cuneo.

—p— (GG=Poland).
""'QD' B Senton 17
i3 November
1943 to an

Italian officer at
a German POW
camp.

2.50L was for
airmail. It was
unnecessary:
there was no air
mail to Poland,
and surface
POW mail was
free. Stalag 366
censorship mark

Mittente (Sender
Cognome

)t:)n.CUl

Anfonio

Nome

Alihitot Llorono
/3 feuna LZ/IEQ ng (‘}M""\’

/

Indirizzo

on the left side
of the stamps

a /e
4 7//nnaz

GNOME « NOME -« PA 7?.~||A pry bl"l ATARIO)

Ma!rlcola NJ (,5/ 44 L();ﬂ%c&u)&

L PRIGIONIERO QUERRA » orrune « INTERNATO CIVILE »

Campo N%{,"ACU-( ‘3 (///undwﬂ%e/nt)o}l}aud

(RIPORTARE TUTTE LE INDICAZIONI RELATIVE AL NUMERO ¥ NOME DEL CAMPO SEZIONE
DI CAMPO, ECC. SECONDO LE INDICAZIONI FORNITE DAL PRI GIONIERO DI GUERRA ©
INTERNATO CIVILE)

[ ’

(STATO O PARSE D1 DESTINAZIONE)



Xil.b

Folded letter from
Trieste to USA.
Passed through
German censorship
in Munich (A-d),
also US censor
mark is seen.
Research has
apparently shown
no record of the
addressee. Sent on
10 August 1944

Detail from reverse

POW Mail to the USA

USA is another rare destination. Surface mail was free. Air mail
required 2.75L. POW mail to USA was routed through Lisbon

POSTA PER PRIGIONIERI E INFERMNAF—CHH DI GUERRA

Gt

(GRADO DEL DESTINATARIO)

Al

Matricola N. §71- 7~ »%éa/

DI SEGUITO SCRIVERE: mo GUERRA"

| FELE M&Wm' o L
Pﬁﬂfds/ /yiﬁ.sf/ﬂl Gf/)’é‘/;’,y( //fsy//yc-;;r

l’ 4 of : 7 (STATO O PAESE DI DESTINAZIONE OC
LTS s |

Air mail POW

letter from Parma
to Florence, AZ,
USA. Parma
censorship (84R).
Handed over to
Italian Red Cross.
No German
censorshi

likely hel untll

Matrxcolasy.wz fé 9; FR’J‘O/VFR oF W”R : gw:t::nd of war.

di seguito scrivere: * PRIOIONIERO QUERRA ., oppure “INTERNATO CIVILE
1' 28 February 1945

Campo N. P

Riportare tutte indic
zioni fornite dal pri

I Yelative /rgﬂg{:u del campo ﬁ!azc.g :«y\cdo le indica- /\ Lj—-—,

2 é"" U A ¢ ,;.,,,&

t. / (State o paese di destinazione)

Detail from reverse. Italian
red cross (red) and Parma
censorship (purple)



POW Mail to Africa

POW postcard
to East Africa,
with Modena
censorship
(64R), German
transit
censorship of
Munich”Ad"”
and arrival
mark of

“P/W East
Africa 031"
Free POW
mail.

Date:

11 July 1944

Air mail POW
letter from
Milan to
South Africa.
Italian
(purple 8)

and German
(purple 5756)
censorship
transit marks.
2.75L for air
mail fee.
Date:
24 December
1944,
One of the
rarest
destinations
with stamps
added

C




X

Cover from
Ponteranica to
Rheinhausen
(Duisburg) in
Germany.

18 January 1945.
1L EPU rate.
Munich censor
“Ad". Duisburg
was taken on 12
April. Must have
been held in
Munich due to
unsafe route, and
returned on

20 April. Two
retour marks,
multiple
censorship signs.

Postverkehr eing.- =it
rvice suspendm

Route to Germany Closed, End of the War

Cover from
Cremona to
Dortmund,
Germany. 1L EPU
rate. Date:

27 February 1945,
Decision to return
made on 11 April
(handwritten),
processed on the
18th (Rectangular
Retour mark).
Dortmund was
taken on 13 April
1945, Italian
censorship tape
and purple Italian
censor mark of
Cremona (11R) are
on the left.



X Mail Processed After the War

- . AL COMITATO INTERNAZIONALS
DEI MILITARI INTERNATI IN
PERRITORIO SVIZZERO

Cover from Bergamo to Switzerland, franked 1.25L for non-EPU letter. Very close to the end of the War. RSI
censor tape on the left border. Intercepted by Allies and censored with “Military Censorship Civil Mail 0034"

Registered cover from Castello Sopra Lecco (Como) to Geislingen, Germany. S ',(@g\?
Franked 2.50L: 1L EPU letter + 1.50L registration. Reached destination on 17 mn - 51&.3
il 1945, then returned to sender. Allies took Geislingen on 21 April. Letter -~ :
examined by Allied censorship (front). Italian censorship of Como (17R), and
German censorship of Munich (green Ad, left), are also seen. Reached the — T
to the

sender on 3 June 1946 Geislingen office of origin
: i



X End of The RSI

The treaty that marked the end of the RSI was signed between the German and Allied forces on 29 April,
effective 2 May. However, by 30 April, first day of the Postal Moratorium ordered by Allies, RSI was defunct.

Express postcard from
Udine to Forgaria nel

Friuli. Mailed on 25
April, Arrived on 29
April. Completed the
course in full RSI
period. 50c card +
2.50L Express = 3L
This postcard is very
important for being
one of the few known
single uses of the 3L
stamp in RSI period
C

Registered cover to German Command in Tornavento. 21 April 1945. Arrived on 2 May, when the German
Command no longer existed. Returned to sender, arrived on 9 May. 2.50L Schedule B registered letter.
Traveled during the moratorium period, 30 April to 15 May.



X End of the RSI in Fiume, Yugoslav Partizans Taking the City

The city of Fiume, today Rijeka in Croatia, was taken by Yugoslav Partizan units
on 3 May 1945. At the time this cover was handed over to the post office, the
battle for the city was being fought, and communications were already cut.

Registered letter From Fiume to Tremezzo, redirected to Genova. Date: 20 April 1945. Franked 3.50L under
Schedule B: 2L for heavy letter above 20 grams and 1.50L for registration. RSI period ltalian censorship tape on left.
Under the stamp on the right side, we can see a red censor mark, CENZURISANO with star, indicating the
letter was intercepted and examined by the Yugoslav Partizans. Mail held by Yugoslav Partizans, if not processed
as evidence of fascist affinity, was released in July 1945. This cover completed its travel at the end of July 1945.

C



Xl

Registered Poste
Restante (PR) cover
from Castelnuovo
Fogliani to Pegli.
Prepayment of the PR
fee was mandatory for
registered letters, thus
franked 2.8L: 1L letter
+1.50L fregistration +
30c PR fee id.
Not asked grm &aON
CHIESTA), and was
returned to sender
(AL MITTENTE).
Mailed on 20 April,
back on 6 July 1945,
according to the
postmark on the left

uprer corner.
RSI censorship taro
and mark on the left
border

End of the RSI

Cover from
Casalino to Turin.
Mailed on 30

il, arrived on
15 May. 1L for
Schedule B letter.
Sent to a Turin
firefighter, with
the request to
forward to
another person.
Turin Fire
Brigade
is known for
their dedication
to anti-fascist
resistance. This
is most likely
Partisan-related
mail.




